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Over 3.15 lakh hectares of kharif crop spread over 70 blocks in 15 districts affected

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday an-
nounced a special package
for the drought-hit farmers of
the State.

Over 3.15 lakh hectares of
kharif crop spread over 70
blocks in 15 of the 30 districts
have been affected by
drought. The paddy crop has
been affected the most in
Bolangir, Bargarh, Dhen-
kanal, Boudh and Nuapada
districts.

Announcing the package

after a high-level meeting, Mr. ‘

Patnaik said agriculture input
subsidy would be provided to
small and marginal farmers
who have sustained crop loss
of 33% and above at the rate.
of ¥6,800 per hectare in the
rain-fed areas and %13,500
per hectare in areas under as-
sured irrigation.

“Agriculture input subsidy
will also be provided to farm-
ers other than small and mar-
ginal farmers at-the same
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Welcome move:

Qdisha Chief Minister Naveen Pétnaik ata

function to lay the foundation stone for a rest house for Haj
pilgrims, in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. spri

rates subject to a ceiling of
two hectares per farmer. The
assistance would be provided
to actual cultivators,” he said.

Fresh finance
Farmers whose kharif crop
has been affected by drought
would be provided fresh fin-
ance for rabi cultivation dur-
ihg the current season, which
commenced on October 1,
Mr. Patnaik said.

The Chief Minister said
short-term kharif loans ad-

vanced in the affected areas
this year, having a crop loss of
33% and above, would be
converted into medium-term
loans.

The due date for kharif
short-term loans advanced in
the affected areas would be
extended up to September 30
next year to facilitate conver-
sion of such loans into me-
dium-term loans.

Mr. Patnaik said the Centre
would be requested to
provide interest incentive of

3% on medium-term loans,
on a par with crop loans for
prompt-paying farmers.

He said the district admin-
istrations will keep a close
watch on moneylenders and
other unscrupulous elements

causing financial hardship to -

farmers and the police will
initiate tough action against
such elements under the
Odisha Money-Lenders' Act
and various sections of the
Cr.PC.

Subsidy on pump sets
Besides, a total of 5,000
pump sets would be provided
with 50% subsidy limited to
15,000 to the farmers. Be-
sides, availability of pump
sets in different agro service
centres would be published
to enable farmers to hire
them to save their standing
crops.

The Odisha Lift [rrigation
Corporation will also take im-
mediate steps to repair lift ir-
rigation points in the affected
areas. Steps would be taken
to operate all points during
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the rabi season and the En-
ergy Department would ener-
gise the points immediately.

The landless, marginal and
small farmers in the drought-
affected areas will be
provided livelihood support
in terms of backyard poultry.
At the same time, a focused
approach will be adopted to
take up intensive fodder cul-
tivation in these areas
through distribution of suit-
able fodder kits.

Also, a 50% remission in
respect of cess on land rev-
enue will be given to farmers
where the crop loss is 33% or
more. Collection of the re-
maining amount will be de-
ferred to the next financial
year without levying any in-
terest. Collection of water tar-
iff in the drought-affected
areas will be waived for the
current year.

Furthermore, tuition fee
and examination fee in gov-
ernment and aided schools
and colleges in the drought-
affected areas would be
waived, Mr. Patnaik said.
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