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avy rain halts pilgrims’ pro

DOWNPOUR Chaar Dhaam aad Kailash Mansarovar ptlgrzms rescued, several rivers flow above danger n

HT Correspondent

» YttersEhindustantimen o

PEHRADUN: The piigrimages
of Chaar Dhaam and Kailash
Mansarovar were hajted on
Friday after heavy rainfafl in the
state over two days created dan-
gerous conditions. While severad
roads were blocked, afew bridges
were washed away as weil,

On Friday, rescue tegms air-
lifted stranded pilgrims from
the Kedarnath shrine and the
Sikh shrine of Hemkunt Sahib.
Chief minister Harish Rawat,
raeanwhile, claimed the situation
was normal and the governinent
was 'reguiating’ the pilgrimages.

Several rivers inthe state are
flowing clese to the danger mark
— the Gangaon Friday had risen
10 282.95 metves, just 1.5 metres
below the danger mark,

According tothe State Disaster
Management and Mitigation
Centre, a bridge connecting
Sonpravag and Gaurikund en
route to Kedarnath was washed
away in the gashing waters of
the river.

A total of six bridges have
been washed away on the routes
leading fo Kedarnath, Badrinath
and Hemkunt Sahib. With engi-
neers and other personnel husy
with restoration work, these
bridges wiil be opened to the
pithlic by Saturday, said Rawat.
Healso pegged the fotal loss from
the rains at I50 crore.

Additiona) ¢hief secretary
{ACS8) Rakesh Sharma, who
feft for Hemkunt Sahik on
friday morning, said that 906
pilgrims were airdifted to safer
piaces while an equal namber
was rescued by the road route.

*Only 40 priests are left now
at Kedarnath temple. 2,500 peo-
ple are staying at indges near
Badrinath; they said they wili
only leave onee the route is
restored,” he sald,

A high-powered team, com-

-mmmmmatﬂﬂmaﬂmﬁﬂmkmm&mmrs&y Matalofsixbﬁdeashambmwaﬁheémy

GUJ toll touches 80, 34 lakh ex

AHMEDABAD: The death folidus to
heavyrains and floods in Gujarat
increased to 80 even: as waters
receded in mest parés of the state
and thers was nodowsnpour in the
last 24 howrs. Amrell disirict in
Saurashtra has been the worst
hif region, with more than 30
peopie dead. Torrential rains
on Wednesday washed out roads,
farms, railway tracks, bridges

and electricity poles.

“The government hasdecided
to give compensation of 34 lakh
each tofamilies of the deceased.
in addition, we have also decided
to give cash doles for the next 18
daysic people in affected areas,”
Gujarat health minister and
spokesperson of the government
Nitin Patel said.

“We have asked authorities of
the affected districts to carry out
surveys todetermine the oss, We
will provide financial aid tothose

who have lost erops, lz\re:-,tcwk
houses and other properties, as
per government norms,” he said.

“*Peopie in Amnreli and those
glsewhere have suffered huge
damages as farms have been
washed out and houses dagi-
aged. The state goversmment must
announceaspecial package and
aiso enhance compensation fo
%5 1akh,” said Gujarat Congress
leader Nishit Vyas.

*The state government
machinery is working ondy on

Locals rescue CRPF men in Kashmir

prising Sharma and vapious sec-
retaries, employed four helicop-  SRINAGAR: The Valley saw a role
tersto By outto Joshimathfrom  reversal on Thursday as locals
Dehradunon Friday morningin - rescued CRPF personnel irapped
order tostudy conditions there.  inflash fioods in Knigam district
. "Weareconsiantly nfouchwith  of south Kashmir
-, the distriet magistrates and According to evewiinesses,
other officials about the sifua-  CRPF personnel of 18 Battalion
tion,” said Sharma. were trapped inflood-hit Qaimon
area, The locais helped the secu-
ONLY 40 PRIESTS ity men take their vehicles outof
ARE i_EFT WAT water and 3].808&\’9 them shelter
- tiil the storm was over. ) i
KulgamandPulwamawerehithy = A flood aler! was issued In the Valley after Jhelum and other rivers
PEDPLE ARE STAYINGAT siashfioodsdueto inoessanirains  crossed the danger mark, HTFILE
. on'Wednesday Thesecurity men )
[DB&S m BADRNAT}'L wers on the way o their camp  helpful in getting the trapped Jha said some residents also
]‘HEY SA!B '{HEY Wlu_ ONLY when the water stalled themove-  vehicies out of water. “Thelocad  provided food to the soldiersand
mentof their vehicle. According  drivers have been very helpful  gave them shelter for the night.
LEAVE ONCE THE ROUTE toreports, IFCRPFvehicleswere  as they have expertise in han  The battalion was later taken
frapped duetodamagecausedfo  dilng vehicles in such adverse  oui of the immndsted area by its
iS REST{}REB the bridge on Vaishwa Nails, weather conditions,” said Jha.  colleagues. Flood alert has been
RAKESH SHARMA, Additlonal chief CRPF public relations officer  “There were 116 men iz 18 vehi-  sounded in the Vadley after inces-
secretary hased in Srinagar, Ashish KJha, cles Thishaftalionalsohasmany  sant raing and flash floods lashed

gratia for km

papers. Over 34¢ villages of
Amreli district still have no
electricity”’ said Amreli Congress
MILA Paresh Dhanani,

A delegation of Gujarat
Congress leaders met state
chisf secretary GR Aloria to
demand a special package for
those affectad by the foods. “The
rejief operation is underway in
all the affected areas, and water
hasalsoretreated with norains,”
said a senior government official
involved in relief operations.
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" NEW DERME A surprisingly feisty
southwest monsoon has resuited
in 24% surpius rainfall across
india, leading o deadly floods
i1 some parts while easing wor
ries of a drought. But here's the
upshot: mid-July onwards could
he bad and August nasty:

We have not yet beaten the El
Nino weather pattern but have
definitely been better off so far
with robust showers.

Cuvering L., 1%

“There wiil be a considerable
dip in rainfall activity in the
next 15 days,” a Met official sai
Juiy delivers over a third of the
rainy season’s todal precipitation.
Mid-July is when summer crops,
aceolzzting for pearly half of the
country’s annual food output,
nead & second round of watering.

The Met has forecast the mon:
soon will be within 88% of the

average of 89 centimetres (35

mches). That isa “deficient” mon:
soon, ancich lower ian the milder
“helow normal” category Within

94-106%, the monsoen is normal.
¥he 1pswing in June has been

For instance, {he 44%

higher rainfail from Juane 1824
allowed Sarmersiosowarangoof
crops, These rains repienished 91
nationally important reservolrs,
whose levels now stand at 146%

So,are we home withanormal
monsoon? Not really i youread
the risk factors. The answer lies
in a meteorological tug-of-war in
the cceans. Forecasters areclose-

Nat Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of indls (A)
Elitz

next 15 days’

Iy watching a key Indian Ocean
barometer, calied the Incian
Ocean Dipole GOD), that can at
Hnes protect the monscon from
being shot down by the El Nino.
"The JOD s the difference insea
surface femperature between two
poles in the ecean — a western
pole in the Avabian Sea and an
eastern pele in the Andamans.
Inthis fight between the J0D and
i Nino, if the former remains
“neutral or positive”, the mon
soon wins, ' is currently neudral,
which explains the June rains.
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Few farmers sign up for
mobile weather alerts

Kumar Sambhay Shrivastava
= joters@hindstantimes.com

BEW DELHE Only one in zzine
farming famiiies has signed t4p
for SMS-hased weather alert
services offered by the govern
ment and private plavers becatise
of kack of awareness and the
absence of a conceried push
by states, Data from the India
Meteoroiogical Department
{(IMD} and the Nationai Sample
Survey Organisation show that
102 millicn of India's 90 miliion
farming families use such serv
ices that had hoped to revoliztion:
ise systems for dissemination
of agricaltural information for
farmers whose lives depend on
the weather.

The government’s mKisan
web portal, launched in 2015 o
send weather and agricuifure
refated information via SMS
and voice messages on Srmers
mobile phones, sends alerts fo
Just 7.7 million farming families
white another 25 million get SMS
alerts through non-government
agencies and the IMD’s fieid
units “Timely and region-specific
alerts are important because
weather patterns change every
10 kilometres in India and each
activity inthe eycle of acrop is
guidet by the timing of the areiv.
al and duration of rainfall,” said
Anshuman Das, an agriculture
expert with development agency
WeltHungertilfe. “Failure to
meet these timings affects farm
productivity”

m¥isan, which alms to tap

P —

WEATHER ALERTS
Farmers racelve IMD

weather alerts from
7,736,846 receive alerts
from miisan v

1,123,078 get alerts from
WECO Kisan Sanchar Limited

1,30,198 rom Agﬂaﬁturai
Meatoorological Feld Units

901,849 from Nokia -

2,108,026 from Reuter
Market Light

92,508 from Mahindra &
Mattndra

50,000 from NABARD

17,000 from Reliance
Foundation

14,116 fram Handyge
SOURCE: 1D

nearly 380 miliion mobile phone
cormections in rural areas, allows
farmers to register their phong
numbers sothat central and siate
agencies can send information
hased on their location, crop pref
erence and language.

™MD deputy director general
and head of theagricuiiwral mete-
orolegy division NChattopadhyay
said he was optimistic that the
teach of mobile-based weathsy
zlerts wouid increase “expo-
nentially” in the near future as
7,00 000 new users registered Iast
month in Maharashira alone.
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Sangam Vlhar residents face water

sheﬂage as borewells are sealed w o

Ritam Halder
w ritae hedderBhindnintmes.com

nmmmmmcmﬂma
order fast yeaz' stresseé on the

authoritiss mensure that there isno
iHlegad extraction of gmunéwater inany

manner whatsoever

The reality on the ground, how:_wer, .

hasn't changed much.

For residents of Sangam Vihar, it
has meant increase in water scareity.
Vinay Gupta, a resident of Shani Bazar,
says it has added to his woes. “Many
horeweils in our localify have been
sealed. It means less water for people
like us. fiven though the water wasn't
of very good quality, it used totake care
of our needs. Now we have fobuy water
from private tankers,” Gupta said.

The Economic Survey of Delhi 2014
15 states that Delhi Jal Board has 3,961
functional tube wells and 14 ranney
welis.

Residents, however, say that most
of these borewells are not functional,
Ashok Bhasin, president of the North
Dethi RWa Federation, says many tube-
wells in various paris of the city have
gone dry.

“The groundwater level has been
depleted and thereby many hand puraps
have gone gy, Every time i rains, the
rain water seeps in and some gases are
emitted. But none of these hand pumps
have been sealed,” Bhasin said.

TheDelhi Jal Board says it has been
making sure no contaminated ground
water reaches peopie of Dethi.

3
Covering L, YIS

« Ashok Bhasin, prosident of RWA federation in Notth Delhl, shows the dilapidated condition of the

water harvesting pit near Malka Ganj in North Delhi.

B.JB CEO 88 Yadav said, “In Delhi,
extraction of groundwater has beeri reg:
uiated and prior permission of district
advisory comumittees is necessary for the
same ‘This has reduced over-expioitation
of groundwater.”

According to him, in some parts of
Dethi, groundwater Is not fitfor use and
it reguires desalination.

“Areas where therg is no piped water
supply, pecple tend {o draw groundwatey
from hand purnps from upper shallow
aquifers. The DJB carries out survey
and such hand pumps are painted red,

DELHI JAL BOARD SAYS [T
HAS BEEN MAKING SURE

NO CONTAMINATED
GROUNDWATER REACHES THE

where water is not found to be fit and
public is advised not to use their water.
D.JB installs tube wells at those places
where groundwater is £it for drinking
purpose,” Yadav said.

o
i
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Areas where thers is ac piped water supphy, peopie fend to use hand pumps 1o draw groundwater from shafiow aquifers, DJB says.

HEALTH HAZARDS Reports say groundwater contains high amounts of lead and fluoride

| NEXT WEEK :
:

s filtaring w
§{raversn OImosis
waycutfu Delni?

Matlica Joshi

NEW DELHE: Endit for iuman consumption
- that is what govermment agencies say
proundwater i many parts of the ity
has become.

Large parts of Delhi,
especially unauther-
ised colonies. $till go
without piped water
supply According to the
Feonomie Survey of Delhi
415 18,7 househoids
o't have access 1o pined water

What majorisy of these peoplelelvon
i proundwater pumped Iy orewells
legat and ljegal - aoross the city

Accoding o NASAS Gravity Recovery
and Clinate Experinent (GRACE) suteld

tites, groundwater s fast becoming dear
and Fndia has one of the worst sfresser
aguifer systems in the workd,

As per data collected from the satel-
lites and analysed by the Unjversity of
California, the Indus Basin sguifer in
India and Pakistan is the secondanost
overstressed in the world, There 5 1o
natural replenishment io make up for
usage. the study sald. The most over-
stressed agquifer system o the workd s
the Arablan Agzifer Systent

According fothe study e most over
prardened aguifers ave in the world's ded-
est areas, where popliaiions draw heavily
fvan wlergrond wates The findigs of
the stndy were publishod in the journal
Water Resources Rescarch.

1 Predld, however the problem is g
just of drying up aguifers but aiso of

THE DEEPER YOU GO INTO
“?%ﬁi ?Afﬁ H ?E}ﬁ EER,

potlnted water resources.
Nunerols peperls publisle
arnnent ageneies over e yeiors have
ferane thal wroundwater in Belhi o
s high mnounds of pitrates, lead and
fuoride. t has also Deen fomd ths as
vois e deeper to e esarth for water
e Bracki=less aodd selinity of water
inereages, 10 Db, brockish water is
fond at aroand 25 metres deep. Many
arvas. espectally in south and sotthwest

RAJ K RAKHT PHITD

Treil have already dug deeper than that,
But regidents of Haiz Hanl do not
nend o governmen repart to tell then
tliat fhe water they eve been plunping
from iHegal berewells s conlaminated.
W can tasle and smell that thoe water
o ot fit for consumption. Those whao
have more Money Iy expensive fiffra-
tion svstemns but we ean ondy hotl the
water We don't have o DB ennnection
and conyemby rely on groiwhosier said
Naspeona, wihe goes by her Hrst name

White effo=are heita isade toexpand
Dellii= piped water s getting peaple
to dn in s also achationge.

The protdens does 1ot stop there. dus
trv eftluents. teachate trom JlandgfiH sites
s seepage of sewor into storm witer
trains o aleonrdribuiing e inereasing
pediution of groundwnior sourees
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Weather clears up, Valley breathes

easy as flood threat abates, for now
Met predicts sanny days for aweek wrth isolated showers

IsurFaQ TANTRY

TRIBUNE MEWS EERWCE

SRINAGAR, FUNE 26

The Fhelum river continues
to fiow sbove the danger
mark in Srinagan, but the
flood threat hasbeen averted
5 the water levels at Sangam
i south Kashmir and Ram
Munshi Bagh gauge point in
Srinagar continued to recede
throughout the day.

This was aided by an
improvement in the weath-
er, with a bright sunny day
across Kashmir today. The
Met suthorities have pre-
dicted more days of sun-
shine ahead.

The peak water level in the
Jhelurm here was recorded at
2180 feet at 3 am on Friday,
hut just after an hour at 4 am,
the level starfed receding,
with the gauge at Rarn Mun-
shi Bagh recording 21.55 feet.

“The food threat has been
averted and the sifuation in
Srinagar is under control as
thewater in the Jhelum start-

_ed receding this morning,”
said Javed Jaffer, Chief Engi-
neer, Drrigation and ¥Flood
Control, Kashmir

Moreover, the Met Depart-
ment in Srinagar has predict-

Vehicles ply in Anantnag district as the jhelum waters recede
on Friday, TRIBUNE PHOTO: AMIN WAR

ed a dry week ahead in Kash-
mir “H will be mestly sunny
for almost a week, with small
showers at isolated places in
Kashrin” said Met Director
Sonam: Lotus.

At Sangars, the Jhelum

flowed at anger level up to
1 pm today, however as the
water receded, the red mark,
indicating {lood danger,
turned into orange at 2 pm
when the water level was
recorded at 22.95 feet. Since
then, the frend of waler
receding at Sangam in south

Kashmir continued, where a
day earlier on Thursday,
flash floods damaged four
main bridges in Kulgam dis-
trict on the Vaishow nullah,
one of the main iributaries
of the Jhehum,

By 4 pm on Friday, the
gauge reading at Sangam
was 2230 feet, well below
the danger mark, whereas
at Ram Munshi Bagh gauge
in Srinagar, the water level
had receded to 20.85 fi but
continized to be in red zohe
or danger mark.
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HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI JUNE 26

CONSUMERS CAN hope for some relief from
spiralling dal and edible ol prices, with farmers
significantly stepping up sowing of pulses and
oiiseeds on the back of bountiful monsoon rain,

Thiscomes evenasthe Metdepartmentan-
nounced Friday that the south-west monsoon
has niow covered the entire country and the
season'soverall rainfall has so far beennearly 27
per centhigher than the normal average for this
period.

The good spelt of rains in June across central,
western and souther India has led to the pro-
gressive area planted under kharif pulses nearly
doubling to 11.04 lakh hectares {th), fom 6,34
Ihcovered during this period fast year, while go-
ing up more than five times in the case of
oilseeds (from 5.29t0 2788 1h).

The main pulses-growing states —
Karniataka, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh
{MP) -~ have reported substantial jump in
sowing of arhar {toor or pigeon-pea), moong
fgreen gram)and urad {black gram) this time.
Likewise, there has een a huge jumpin
acreages under soyabean in MP (from practi-
caily zeroat this ime jast vearto 15,82 lh)and
groundnutin Guiarat (from 084 1hto3.71 1k}
and Andiira Pradesh {from 0.48 th t0 0.91 Ih),
thanks to moensoon's Himely arrival,

Thisis good news alse for consumers, who

Soiering L, s

4

KHARIF CROP ACREAGEIN \‘/_
LAKH HECTARES*

Normal | 2015] 2014
o 35.68 | 23.281 25,04
Palses 710 | 104] 634
Arbar 236 399 153
Urad 128 2061 0.72
Moong 199 343] 200
Oilseeds 731 | 2788| 529
Sovabean 118 [2034] 146
Cropndnut | 454 | 642 2.8
Coarsegrains | 15.82 | 19.28 16.74
Wiate 1657 | 1418 1132
“Bajra 194 | 147] 258
Jowar 159 201 124
Cotton 3145 | 34.87(2907
Jute & Mesta 819 769} 798
Sugarcane | 4531 | 41.58/43.92
*Progressive coverage as on June 26.

have seertdal prices soar by rouphly 50 percent
over the last one year, Mustard oil is, likewise,
currently retailing at around Rs 125 per kg in

s DT
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CHe,

plant more pulses and oilseeds

Delhi compared to Rs 100 4 year ago, while
groundnut oil prices in Ahmedabad have
soared from Rs 85 to 120 a kg for this period.
Low domestic production has also resulted in
India's aggregate import bili on edible oils and
pullses clirnbing from $9.08 bilion in 2013-14to
$ 1246 biltion in 2034-15.
“The picture on pulses and ollseeds is en-
- couraging as of now, though a lot will depend -
on July and August rains, june rains are impor-
tant for sowing, butcontribute lessthana fifth .
of the season's total rainfall, Plant growth and
yielts wili be mainly infiuenced by how the
MONSOON piays out in the next couple of
months,” an Agriculture Ministry official
pointed out.

The motisoon's better-than-expected per-
formance so far has also enabied increase in
acreages under cotton and coarse grains such as
maize, However, rice area has fallen,

The main reason for that is the monsoon
rains have not been that good in the indo-
Gangetic plains stretching from Punjab and
Haryana to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West

“Transplanting has been generally slow in

. these states, but will pick up given the rmon-

soan's spread ard the good spell of rains in
the last couple of days. Besides, from an in-
flationary perspective, there is not much to
worry on the rice front, as the government
has enough stocks in its godowns, Our pri-
mary concern now is puises and oilseeds,”
the officiai added.





