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Water crisis: A tale of
oovt apathy, privilege

Short on empathy and responsibility, the
Centre's neglect is rivalled only by its
officials' flippancy

By Sonia Faleiro

When 2-year-old Rutuja playfully tipped over a bottle, spilling water
onto the mud floor of the family's shack, her mother, Nageshwari
Rathore, let loose a screech, lunging forward as though to slap the
toddler. Rathore stopped herself, sinking her head into her hands.
"You finished it," she whispered.

The loss wrenched at the 25-year-old. That June morning she had
stood in line in the scorching heat for over an hour to collect five
litres of water. A government tanker rolls up once a day to the
abandoned field where she now lives.

Located in Ghatkopar, a Mumbai suburb, the field functions as a
relief camp for 350 families who have left their villages in rural
Maharashtra because of a drought, the worst in 100 years. Wild pigs
root through the open sewer that runs alongside the Rathores'
tarpaulin shack. When the monsoon arrives, possibly in the next few
days, it will flood the camp and force the family out.

Over 330 million Indians - about one quarter of the country's
population - have been affected by the drought. In Maharashtra,
where over half the population is dependent on the rural economy, the
effects are severe. An average of nearly nine farmers committed
suicide every day last year, primarily over debt related to crop failure.

Rural Indians are falling behind even as urban Indians enjoy
unprecedented prosperity. And the tragedies that befall the poor
benefit the more affluent. Forced to migrate to the cities, displaced
farmers have little option but to join the enormous, unorganised
labour force that serves the urban middle class as construction and
domestic workers.

Trees outside the field in Ghatkopar were festooned with political
banners, suggesting that the camp was the creation of a benevolent
government. In fact, politicians had to be prodded to visit, according
to Abhishek Bharadwaj, a homeless-rights activist.

It was only after the media reported the squalid living conditions at
the camp that Kirit Somaiya, a member of the state Parliament, came
around to distribute cash and grain. Somaiya then uploaded a
YouTube video depicting the camp as having abundant food and
supplies.

Shau Chavan, who has been living in the camp for two months, said
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that government help had increased. In previous years, a local mafia
had charged 1,000 rupees a month - about 2.5 days of the migrants'
daily wages - for a plot of 40 square feet. This year, Chavan said, the
farmers are living rent-free, most likely as a result of government
intervention.

If this is what passes for official aid in the richest state of the fastest-
growing major economy in the world, then India's government is
short on political will, not means. This year's drought is extreme, but
severe weather is a regular occurrence in India. The authorities had
time to plan.

The state government's relief measures look good on paper, Abhishek
Waghmare, a policy analyst with the data website IndiaSpend, told
me. The state has poured money into the Jalyukt Shivar Abhiyaan, a
water-conservation programme to "make Maharashtra a drought-free
state by 2019."

But the villages Waghmare has visited over the past four years still
lack basic rainwater collection systems. Government efforts to
rejuvenate dormant rivers and ponds are ineffective: Year after year,
Waghmare said, water runs off.

Government failure stems from institutional disregard for the poor.
Almost 70% of Indians live in rural areas, but the government doesn't
appear to view them as essential to India's march to modernise. The
spiralling number of suicides suggests that farmers' despair is not
resonating with politicians.

Even after eight states declared a drought last year, the Centre failed
to increase support for two programmes created to act as lifesaving
buffers: The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme, which promises every household 100 days of paid
employment annually, and the Public Distribution System, which
delivers subsidised grains and fuel to the needy.

Government investment in the employment programme has decreased
since 2014, the year the BJP came to power, and fewer jobs were
created than before. Because of corruption in the food programme,
rations earmarked for the poor are often sold on the black market
instead.

Self-sustainable initiatives

Mitigating the effects of a drought doesn't require much investment.
The villagers of Hiware Bazar, in Maharashtra's Ahmednagar district,
haven't required official drought assistance in over two decades.

They banned borewells to prevent the water table from falling further
and now cultivate vegetables instead of water-guzzling bananas and
sugar cane. If the government had only shown similar initiative, the
state wouldn't be in such dire need.

In May, the Supreme Court scolded several state governments for
their "ostrich-like" behaviour, and demanded the creation of a
national disaster mitigation fund within three months. But nothing has
happened yet, a principal adviser to the court said. The government's
neglect is rivalled only by its officials' flippant attitude.
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On April 15, Eknath Khadse, the revenue minister of Maharashtra at
the time, visited the drought-stricken district of Latur. The water crisis
was so severe then that a special train was commissioned to bring
water to the area.

But Khadse went by helicopter, even though Latur is readily
accessible from Mumbai - which required the construction of a
temporary helipad that consumed 10,000 litres of water.

The next day, the water conservation minister, Pankaja Munde,
showed up, and tweeted photographs of herself grinning in front of a
parched riverbed.

The "drought selfies," as they came to be known, drew widespread
condemnation. They captured perfectly the general reaction of India's
politicians to this disaster. Short on empathy and a sense of
responsibility, our leaders see even grave crises only through the lens
of their own privilege.

International New York Times
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rainwater harvestl ng system

INCENTIVE Properties on over 500 sqm area need to install unit, will get 109 rebate on water bills

Mallica Joshi
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
extended the deadline given to prop-
erty owners to install rainwater har-
vesting (RWH) systems from June 30
to September 30.

DJB officials say they want to
make sure that the policy takes off
not just on paper but in reality.

“The deadline was tight and almost
impossible to meet. We can’t ensure
that everyone has a rainwater har-
vesting pit by force. People have to be
mobilised. Penalising them will not
help and hence the extension,” says
DJB CEO, Keshav Chandra.

For over a decade, policy makers in
Delhi have tried to encourage rainwa-

ter harvesting. Policies have made the

construction of RWH pits mandatory
in buildings constructed on an area
of more than 100 metre square. But
the ground reality hasn’t changed.
For around five years now, Delhi has
only 500 approved RWH structures.

The new dispensation wants to
change this. How successful they
are remains to be seen.

For starters, the government is
looking at institutions instead of
individual households.

“We want everyone to do it but the
impact of institutions spread over a
bigger area 1s going to be bigger. We
wil] also move to individuals soon,”
Chandra said.

Properties built on an area of over
500 metre square have been mandated
to install a RWH system. They will
get a rebate of 10% on water bills if
this is done.

In case a system is not installed,
the water tariff will be increased by
1.5 times.

The Delhi government looked
towards the Chennai model where
the practice is mandatory to get a
building licence, but is simple enough
so that people are not getting permis-
sion through fraudulent measures.

In Delhi, this first meant making
the process more flexible and less
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‘How the new system works
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How the old system functioned

A borewell had to be dug. Filtration
media was much the same, however,
maintenance of borewell was tedious

Harvested water

WATER PURIFICATION UNIT DESIGN 2.0

Delhi Jal Board has suggested a new design, essentially a simple pit, which doesn’t require permissions
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expensive.

According to Jyoti Sharma of
the Forum for Organised Resources
Conservation and Enhancement
(FORCE), the current policy is bet-
ter despite i1ts shortcomings. It makes
it simpler and cheaper for people to
set up RWH structures.

“The idea behind the new policy
is that if a lot if people will do it, it
will be very beneficial for the water
table. The simplicity is to make sure
that more people adopt it Wlllmglx”
Sharma said.

The new pit, without the borewell,
can be constructed at a third of the

cost of the previous one. It can also
be made cheaper of you want a basic
structure.

“For filtrates, we suggest using
rocks, sand, gravel and charcoal etc.
If that doesn’t work, even gunny bags
at the bottom of the pit will do. All

- you have to ensure is that contami-
nated water is not entering the pit,
and clean the pit regularly,” Chandra
sald.

This, however, can be tricky. To
make sure that only rainwater enters
the pit, the supply to the pit will have
to be secured and it has to be made
sure that any other lines, such as a

taminating the water in the pit.
Maintaining and cleaning the pit:
and also the outlet one the roof and
the downpipe are clean and unob :
structed. 1
According to the latest ground-
water survey of Delhi, south Delhi
is the most parched. Water is found
only at a depth of 40 metres. Only in

i
sewer pipe, 1s not leaking and con- l
]
]
i

- siX small pockets, three in northwest

Dyelhi, one in north east Delhi and one
in west Delhi can water be found at
a two-metre depth. +.

On an average, water is found ata’
depth of 10-15 metres. B _.;"
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‘Heavy rains ash

TRIBUNE NEwWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, JUNE 25 |
Rains continued to lash
Mumbai for the third con-
secutive day today, slightly
disrupting suburban train
services, even as the Met
Department predicted
“heavy to very heavy rain-
fall” over the next two days
in the Mumbai, Konkan and
(Goa region.

Police and fire officials said
parts of Mumbai, Ratnagiri
and the Konkan region saw
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A cop wades through rainwater at a police station in Mumbai. Pt

flooding and damage to

property caused by fa]hng
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trees. However, no casualties
have been reported SO far
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Low-lying areas in Mum-
bai such as Hindmata Cine-
ma and Lower Parel were
flooded as heavy rain coin-
cided with high tides, the
police said.

'Trains on Central and West-
ern Railway lines were run-
ning a few minutes behind
schedule. Railway officials
sald maintenance personnel
were on standby to clear any
blockages on tracks. The rain
also caused delay in flights
at the Mumbai airport today.

(With agency inputs)

o r ) .
a4 .- oy -
[ - :-‘-..r 4 - ‘f:‘ " » &
r Y
.

Mumbai, more in offing

. -
. 5 °
' ~




2016

@l 24053020

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
STAATI cr%m( [@eal )

The Hindu ( Chennai )

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
| The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh ) The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

Esgedie ( 9e= )

in Thane on Saturday. Tl

MUMBAI, PTI: Rain continued
to lash Mumbai for the third
consecutive day on Saturday,
disrupting suburban train serv-
ices. This comes even as the
Met Department predicted
heavy showers over the next
two days in Mumbai, Konkan
and Goa region.

“This good and sustained
spell of rain is thanks to the off-
shore trough formed over the
Arabian Sea off the Gujarat
coast. There is also an upper
air cyclonic circulation devel-
oping over the south of Gujarat
and north Konkan,” said V K
Rajeev, director, India Meteor-
ological Department, Mumbai.

On Frlday, the Colaba and

-".--_--—----.l----.

Raln havoc N Mumba|

Chlldren wade through a waterlogged road after heavy ram

Santa Cruz observatories In
Mumbai recorded a rainfall of
26.8 mm and 50 mm, respec-
tively.

The continuous downpour
has affected the movement of
local trains, with some running
at least 15 minutes behind
schedule. No cancellations
have been reported so far.

However, the downpour has
not caused any major flight de-
lays or cancellations.

In Mulund, a 15-year-old boy
playing neara road accidental-
ly fell in an open gutter and
drowned. He was immediately
rushed to Mulund Hospital, but
was declared brought dead.
Another picture, Page 9
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NH 8, ¢ nly link to rest of |
ntry, caves in

ly hit the supply of essentials,

foodgrain and transport fuel.

According to official sources,
thousands of Tripura-bound
trucks carrying petrol, fuel and
other essential commodities
are stranded on the Assam-
Tripura border between Low-
erpoah in Karimganj and
Thpura Churaibari check gate.

| The 20-km stretch in As-

sam’s NH-8 has turned into a

rarshy field after the down-
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TIMES OF CRISEQ People queue up in a petrol station in Tripura’s capltal Agartala on Saturday
as the state is facing an acute crisis of essential commodities. PAPAN DAS

pour, resulting in water logging
and unfavourable soil condi-
tion.

This situation has led to a
huge crisis of essential com-
modities, petrol is given out by
rationing and pricesin the local
markets have sky rocketed, of-
ficial sources added.

Tripura, bounded by
Bangladesh on three sides and
by Assam and Mizoram on the

northern side, is completely
landlocked.

| e

“We have been repeatedly

sending missives to the Centre -

about the crisis that is going
out of control. We have been

asking for restoration of itsonly

National Highway and taken
allefforts to convince both Cen-
tral and Assam governments
about the dangerous position
of the highway, both govern-
ments remained indifferent,
this is total apathy” Tripura
Transport Minister Manik Dey
told DH over the phone from

state capital Agartala.

For the past two months, the
state government, various civil
society bodies, political parties
in the state including the state
unit of the BJP have sent letters
and memorandums and organ-
ised protests regarding the at-
titude of Centre and neigh-
bouring Assam government,
but till now there is no respite.

Even the rail communica-

tion has been snapped off for
 the past two month due to ma-
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MANIK DEY, m
TRANSPORTM ;

edly sending missives
to the Centre about:

crlsisthatlsmimout
of control

jor repair following landshdes
on the Lumding -Silchar sec-
tion of Southern Assam. NFR
sources added that the rail link
to Guwahati cannot be com-
pletely restored via Lumding
coon.

Over 70% fuel stock of the
state is over, sources added

L

* claiming that if the Centre does

not listen within a fortmght |
people of Tripura might be in

- trouble. Tripura Governor

Tathagata Roy after visiting the
troubled areas also wrote to the
Union Road Transport and
Highway Minister seeking im-
mediate intervention. .

BJP Tripura state president
Biplab Deb held a meeting with
the Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal and Assam’s
Public Works Department
(Roads and Highways) Minis-
ter Parimal Shuklabaidya and
both of them have assured him
help, but story remains the
same at ground zero.
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BENGALURU: Rains continued
to lash Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict on Saturday, pushing up lev-
els in water bodies.

In the last 24 hours, Bantwal
and Sullia received highest of
40.9 mm rainfall followed by
Belthangady—38.5 mm and
Mangaluru—38 mm.

Kodagu district recetved mod-
erate rainfall coupled with gusty
winds. In the last 24 hours, the
district recorded an average of
9.38 mm rainfall. The rain isac-
tive in Bhagamandala and
Napokhuregion. The water-level
at Harangi reservoir has in- _ T V. <
creased to 2,812.13 feet against oy, RS F D¢ TN
the maximum of 2,859 feet. | R R A, ik ke [0

Moderate toheavyrainscon- ceived good spell of rains amogga, Bhadravathi, _
tinued to lash malnad regionon  throughout the day. Copious Shikaripur and Sorab taluks. morning in Karwar, Bhatkal, in Khanapur taluk of Belagavi
Saturday. rains lashed several parts of  Rainscontinued tobatter Ut- Kumta and Ankola, but gained  district and Srirangapatna in

Hosanagar, Thirthahalli and Hosanagar taluk. Intermittent  tara Kannada district also. The momentum towards evening.  Mandya district.

Sagarin Shivamoggadistrictre- rains lashed Thirthahalli, Shiv- rains had taken a break in the ~ There were reports of rains DH News Service '

. N T ﬁ" ,I | ,r -. ‘.‘ ﬁ,f" I f V37 sz DT /&

A man struggles to make his way as it rains heavily in Madik-

‘eri on Saturday. (Right) Women busy transplanting paddy at
Konaje on the outskirts of Mangaluru on Saturday.

DH PHOTO/ NITHISH P BYNDOOR
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| ‘Water situation grim
' receives below normal monsoon’

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

as state

Inthe absence of rain, dams will run out of Water in next 2 Weeks

1

BENGALURU: Water Re- HIanNH R fl G R e
sources Minister M B Patil on ev
Saturday said that the drink- wat cr 1 €liS | |
ing water situation looked RESERVOIR FULLCAPACITY PRESENT LASTYEAR
grim as reservoir leveis were L el -
—_ : o nganmakki - 151,75 22.37 37.05
Cibpng owing to deficient Supa 145.33 28.17 5113 | |
: | Varahi 31.10 3.85 7.59
Despite the onset of mon- Harangi 8.50 2 3
soon, the state has continuedto Hemavathi - 37.10 4.80 16.25 |
receive below normal rains. - KRS 49 45 6.87 16.91
Patil said if the state does not Kabini 'y}
. ; abini 19.52 2.99 14.88
receve good rainfall soon, water Bhadra 71.53 1356  31.19
stored in the reservoirs would | T ' f
run out in the next two weeks. Tungabhadra 100.86 - .3.64 10.50
- Speaking toreportersin Ben- - Ghataprabha - 51 2.93 5.71
galuru, he said that the reservoir Malaprabha 37.73 3.46 6.79
levels in both Krishna and Cau- | Almatti 123.08 13.98 31.39
veqﬂsym%ad depleted drgl ROCK BOTTOM: The KRS dam in Srirangapatna of Mandya Narayanpura 33.31 . 12.39 - 15.73
matically. “We can manage wi distict has only 6.82 tmcft of water against the full capacity o R ikl D
water stored inthe KRS for the  JOFLWCRT Va1 SoIA= 0110 | | Water availability as on June 25 unit TMCFT
next twoweeks, Ifit doesmtrain, B R R I R N TN R I |
then the situation will be quite | |
serious. AsreservoirsinKrishna we are nearing June-end, and reservoir, which has a capacity availablein Hemavathi, Haran- time. The dam can store upto
basin too are drying out, there yet we haven’t received ade- 0f49.45 tmce, had 16.91 tmc wa- gihas 2 tmc water stored, while  123.08 tmc.
willaserious crisis gn hand,” he "quate rains,” he added. ter stored last year during the Kabini’s levels have dipped to ~ Tungabhadra too has hitan
said. corresponding period. 2.99 tmc. Likewise, Almatti, all-time low. Only 3.64 tmc wa-
He said thatwaterwasstored Water levels The situation in Hemavathi, which had 31.39 tmc water terisavailable in the dam, which
to meet the drinking water Presently, only 6.82 tmc water Harangiand Kabinitooisgrim. storedin Junelastyear, hasonly can store up to 100.86 tmc. ,
neeils }n]y till June. “However, is available in the KRS. The While only 4.80 tmc water is 13.98 tmc water available this DH News Service Ii
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\local train on water-logged railway track in Thane on Saturday. Local train

services were disrupted by one hour after heavy rainfall. rni
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Earth heating

up very fast

B Global warming may heat up Earth

London, June 25:
Earth could get much
warmer than expected
in future, say scien-
tists who have recon-
structed past global
warming and carbon
cycle on earth 56 mil-
lion years-ago.
Global  warming

~ from greenhouse gas

emissions depends not
only on the size of the
emissions, but also on
the warming effect
that the extra amount
of gas has on the
atmosphere. ..

This effect, called cli-
mate sensitivity, 1s
usually defined as the
warming caused by
the doubling of the
amount - of carbon
dioxide (CO2) in the
atmosphere.

Climate sensitivity
depends on a number
of probperties of the
earth's climate sys-
tem, such as the com-
position of clouds and
cloud cover.

“The research shows
that climate sensitivi-
ty was higher during
the past global, warm
climate than in the
current climate, said
Gary Shaffer, profes-
sor at the University
of Magallanes In
Chile. ~

“This is bad news for
humanity as greater
climate  sensitivity
from warming will
further amplify the
warming,” he said.

The study was based
on reconstructions
and climate modelling
of a period of global
warming 56 million

- yeEarsago--The period

known as the
Palaeocene-Eocene
Thermal Maximum
(PETM) was triggered
by massive releases. of
carbon into the atmos-
phere and researchers
have long known it as
a time that could in
some ways be analo-
gous to today's global
warming. — PTI

~

more than expected in future: Scientists

CONNECTING DOTS
SCIENTISTS STUDIED A

PERIOD OF GLOBAL

WARMING 56 MIL-
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Thermal
Maximum, was
triggered by

massive releas- *

es of carbon into
the atmosphere

B The amount of carbon that drove
the PETM warming was about the
same as the current ‘easily accessnble
fossnl fuel reserves - |

Hot climates
up aggression

Washington, June
25: Hot climates and
less variation in sea-
sonal temperatures
lead to a faster life

strategy, less focus on

the future and lower
self-control, according
to a new study that
explains why some
violent crime rates
are higher near the
equdtor than other
parts of the world.
Researchers devel-
oped a new model that
goes beyond the sim-
ple fact that hotter
es seetrto
be  linked to more
aggressive behaviour.
“Climate shapes how
people live, it affects
the culture in ways
that we don't think
about in our daily
lives,” said Brad

Bushman, from the.

Ohio State University
in the US.
“We Dbelieve our

model can help expl-

ain the impact of cli-

mate on rates of vio-
lence in different
parts of the world,”
said Paul van Lange,
from Vrije Univ-
ersiteit Amsterdam.
The researchers call
the new model
CLimate Aggression,
and Self-control in
Humans (CLASH).
Many studies have
shown that levels of
violence and aggres-
sion are higher in hot
climates, researchers

aatg——— —

The General Aggr-
ession Model suggests
hot temperatures
make people uncom-
fortable and irritated,
which makes them
more aggressive,

“But that doesn't
explain more extreme
acts, such as murder,”

Bushman said.
— PTI
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‘Good rain
In some
districts

DC CORRESPONDENT
a HYDERABAD, JUNE 25

4

Explaining the deficit in -
rainfall in Hyderabad,
IMD-Hyderabad director
Y.K. Reddy said,
“Though the monsoon
has covered the state, not
all regions will receive
| rainfall,” |
In the past week,
Hyderabad and Medak
+ districts have received
. less rain, while the rest:
of the state are within
plus or minus 20 per cent
of normal, he said.
"Adilabad, Karimnagar
and Nizamabad received
7 cm rainfall,” he added.

A low-pressure area is '
forming over the Bay of
Bengal which may lead
to heavy rainfall in the
state, but it is not yet
clear if all regions will
receive rain.

- Regarding Saturday’s

rain, an IMD official said ;
some areas that were .
covered by thunder- b1
clouds like Begumpet,
Punjagutta, Somajiguda,
Khairatabad, SD Road
and Tarnaka experi-
enced a sudden down- ab
pour. The thunderclouds
then moved southeast |
and drenched Dilsuk-
hnagar, Chaitanyapuri,
Kothapet and nearby
areas. The other areas
experienced light rain.

IMD said that rain or
thundershowers were
very likely to occur in

- parts of city on Sunday.
The IMD predicted
heavy rainfall at isolated
places in Hyderabad
along with rest of the
state and heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated
places till June 29.

The accuweather.com
predicted rain or thun-
dershowers till June 29
and maximum tempera-
ture at 35° Celsius.
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June rain is only 4.6 cm as
against a normal of 11 cm

COREENA SUARES | DC

HYDERABAD, JUNE 25 RA'NFA”. ' 18 - 3.2 mm - -

DATAFOR ®=19-49mm
More th k after th
e Wb THE CITY m20-17mm  Adisbad,

d Hyderabad, the cit m2l-0.1mm Karlmnagar_
g)etpengnggg : reasgnaclily THE AMOUNT m22-6. Omm and
good rainfall on Saturday OF RAINFALL ®.<<” V.V N izamabad
night fv::rlllucéleﬁmatdit_a up p for THECITY ®23-nil recelved 7
art e C1t for June, IVED __
pTheOILm said 3cm ofrain RECE IN- n24- traced cm rainfall |

was recorded by 8.30 pm, till dﬂe.
taking the total rainfall
this month to 4.6 cm. The between June 18 and 25, duetoa phenomenon calle-

normal for the month is 11  including 6 mm on June 22. - d intra-seasonal variation.
cm. Before Saturday, the IMD-Hyderabad director

city had received 1.6 cm 'YK Reddy said this was W Another report on Pgé
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At 65mm, city gets heaviest

rain since start of monsoon

et e m———— L m e s s s = s Temm TR .t T

Civic Officials
Told To Stay
Alert Today

Richa Pinto &
Nitasha Natu| vnn

Mumba1 The city got its first
major rain on Friday since the
onset of the monsoon on June

20. In a 12-hour period starting

at 8.30am, the Santa Cruz
weather station Tecorded
64.6mm and Colaba 35.6. The
meteorological department
has forecast heavy to very
heavy rainfall for the next 48
hours. Navi Mumbai, in a 24-
hour period starting from 4pm
on Thursday, received an aver-
agerainfatlof 73.75.

As per the readings of the
Automatic Weather Station
(AWS), which collects data
across Mumbali, and not just
one location in the south and
one in the north, most parts of
the island city received over
s0mmrain in aneight-hour pe-

riod starting at 8am, while

most parts in the suburbs re-
ceived uptoaround 35 mm (see
oraphic).

Maximum temperatures

were brought down by twode-

grees, Colaba recorded 30.7 de-
gree Celsius, down from 315
degree Celsius the day before.
Butrelativehumidity levelsre-
mained high: 9% in Colaba
and 93 % at Santacruz.

Friday’s rain was the re-

sult of two weather systems,
sald V K Rajeev, director of
weather forecasting, Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Mumbai. “There is an
offshoretroughalongthecoast
from Gujarat to Kerala, apart
from an upper air cyclonic cir-
culation above the Gujarat ar-
ea, which is giving Mumbai its
showers. The trough will in-
tensify and theremay be heavy
rainstill Sunday.”

The wind direction is west-
erly, inkeeping with southwest
monsoon wind patterns. The
total rainfall recorded this sea-
son sofar is 208.3mm at the Co-
laba observatory and 264.9mm
at Santacruz. Civic officials
have been asked to report to
work on Saturday and remain
alerttheentireday, in anticipa-
tion of heavyrain.

Sanjay Hadkar

]

Above
h0mm

C Ward (Chira Bazar) £RRE S
D Ward (Nana Chowk) Siisitiaia

Grant Road GG

RAINFALL | 8am-4pm, June 24' i

Byculla Jgisy 57.39

Recorded by automatic weather station (AWS)

I;xPEcT VERY HEAVY RAINFALL FOR 2 DAYS

R

R O

June 24

Suburbs

Lake 2016

Eastem Freeway, 3.30pm

Below 50mm ORE 10-DAY BLOCK ON
1 :eaw‘::ﬂ WEH FLYOVER
. - Bandra§6.08 very heavy | The south-bound arm
i 5257  Vile Parle [ 3149 | rainfallin | of Thakur Complex
S o/ a5 _; Marol i 2539 | thenext EYOEI)er (ﬁgﬂi\'"j"
‘48 hours | East) on WEH, wi
5333 Chembur i 2388 | has been be repaired tilt July
Kurla g 35.31 forecast - | 4.From today til
Deonar §¥9 30,74 by the met 6am on june 27,
| department south-bound traffic
GeP | will not be permitted.
LITTLE RAIN IN LAKES | On June 24  [RUEEICAGRGL

Ol repairs end (July

due to high tide

3y ecause of a high tide of 4.42
L# metreat3.02pmon Friday,
whichis touching distance of

 the warning level of 4.5 metre,

the usual flood spot of
Hindmata at Dadar went under
wateryetagain. lttook40
minutes for the accumulated
waterto dratn out, during

‘which traffic was diverted. The

BMC said not many complaints
of waterlogging were
received, TN

tree fall at JVPD

man suffered leginjuries
near Cooper Hospital at

JVPD Scheme afteratree fell on

an auto rickshaw he was in. The
city lost19trees and branches
inthe course of Friday’s rain. In
the last three days, over 150
complaints of tree fall or
crashing branches have been
received by the BMC. It brings

~ intoquestionthe

monsoon-preparedness claims
of municipal authorities. v

‘| Modak Sagar 1 | 1102 | %»onlylight motor
19.46 Tansa [ 22 1218 vehlc!es will be
Vihar 616 554 nermitted to use the
: south-bound arm,
Tulsi 90 109 |-
o Vai - but from 6am to
ervaitarna | O 126 | midnight. The traffic
Bhatsa___m___ D 12 | holice have advised
'WATER STOCK " ... | Roadortheslip
As of June 24. In million litres - | road under the
flyover during
2016 | 92,647 2015 267,135 | the block
Hindmatafloods Man injured in No luck at lake

catchments

hile the city got heavy
rain on Friday, the lake
catchments that supply water
to Mumbai gotinsignificant
amounts, except for Tulsiand
Vihar, which received 90mm . ..
and 64.6mm. The city has
continued to suffer 20% water
cuts since August and so the
lakes urgently need filling up,
At present water stockinthe
lakes will cater to the city’s
needs till July 30. TN




_, %wzg\g\;),?ﬁ?ﬁﬁmmwﬁmmwl G AT AATATS

Hindustan Times { Delhi ) The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati ) vFreDeccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
AFITIT SIS ( fzet ) The Times of India { Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh } The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical { Bhopal )

The Hindu { Chennai ) %c_g'?ﬁm( qcaT )

---------------—-—--ﬂﬁ---------—------------------'---l---------——-u—a-------------l-l-------—------I--l-l------------*—-----------------------—

2 X
SRR T

,,,,,,,,,,,,,
o e R

gt ! '-"-:;-":L:- e D ’ v t b ) i : - - L e 5 Sl
1 ok . . s . - - '
o £ B e IR . " A e . . R
il o "I"-',"h_ - .Jl-_',p. Toplp, % o kR - .- A agan L - ,‘-"' PR . L— "
oL ! L L P el "
R R - > e

A huge tree was uprooted in t evening rain on Vyalikaval mai ' " Friday. (Right) People move with pr ”
i the sudden rains lashed JC Road in Bengaluru on Friday. oH PHOTOS

Evening rain holds up traffic across city
Tree fallsony  mommewi e

iR Anand Rao Circle, Race

s Course Road, Mehkri Circle,

bus road in More rain for 2da Vyalikaval, Seshadripuram,

’ y - The city on Friday received 8.9 mm rainfall till 8.30 pm, Platform Road, Hebbal,
| . al while HAL airport received 5.7 mm. Yelahanka received 22 ~ Okalipuram, Shanthala junc-
| Wa]JI(aV - mm rainfall. According to India Meteorological Department ~ tion, City Market, Mysuru

- (IMD), the city received 1.3 mm till 5.30 pm, while HAL air- Road, Madiwala, Silk Board
BENGALURU, DHNS: Alarge  port and the Kempegowda International Airport received junction, Singasandra, parts

tree got uprooted and 0.4 mm rainfall. of HSR Layout, Tumakuru
crashed on abusy road in The IMD has forecast heavy rainfall for Bengaluru and the Road (Yeshwantpur), Peenya
Vyalikaval on Friday, lead- rest of Karnataka for the next two days as southwest mon- and Jalahalli, Rajarajeshwari
ing to traffic snarls in cen- SOON remains active. Nagar, Kengeri and Kumbal-
tral and northern Bengalu- godu being badly hit.
ru. There was, however,no [5G 0 b i e i
loss of life or property. Travellers affected

It started raining heavily business district, which usual- The rain choked drainsand Outbound travellers had a
during the peak hour,and kept ly remains busy Friday to flooded many localities. tough time as buses couldn’t
visitors away from the central Sunday. Tratfic bore the brunt, with depart on time.

A AT . (! PL P = T e s~ 1




f@aTce ..k.iﬁ?,%%mwwﬁmmwl G AFALl AATATT

Hindustan Times ( Delhi ) The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati } IIhe‘ﬁgccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
AR 215 ( et ) The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
The Tribune { Chandigarh ) The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical { Bhopal )

The Hindu { Chennai ) %c%?a]?' ( 9T )

"'--q._h,__.....

- - L . . !j-: - & '-""IH“_._' .
m . e ':1-F._. = ._. . L) k. . 1 . .1"_|‘1
g Wil N Poa -A0 SR
I - . .- [ 1:r=r, il b LY _' \
o : : = 1 Wt il

T et e

T S

4 . :I:.. :-r.!.I* - h ' ji- ! .- ! ..E.-{EJ.J..-.. -- . .:.-:.-::rl: L ﬂ..'{::l:‘-:l lw*-ﬁ—""w
"L T Rk el Sl s8I
-

- o= . AT H
- Sl C e
. ]
o
4

, b P -
' -l . .t

o —— —r

ggggg

........

pi A VIR B
-8

-u-....‘; 5

; am
e -
= R e il i

.
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

It rained throughoutthe day in Mangaluru on Friday.

Moderate rains in Mangaluru

k
BENGALURU: Rain continued Sagar received good spell of  Inthe last 24 hours, Dakshi-
to lash several parts of the state rains throughout the day. naKannada district hasrecord-
on Friday. Bhadravathi, Shivamogga, ed45.3 mm rainfall.
It rained heavily for more Shikaripur and Sorab also re- The compound wall of two
than an hour towards evening ceived moderate rains. There houses collapsed in Ullal.
in Hosapete. Movement of ve- werenoreportsofany casualty.  Uttara Kannada district too 3
hicles was affected for a while Dakshina Kannada district received widespread rains on 23
as the roads were waterlogged. experienced moderaterainfall. Friday. There were reports of
Moderate to heavy rains Mangaluru and surrounding rains from Karwar, Honnavar,
lashed Shivamogga district. areas experienced rainfall Bhatkal, Kumta and Ankola.
Shivamogga, Hosanagar, throughout the day. DH News Service o
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BENGALURU: The heavy
downpour in the city has left
it stinking. Road users are
forced to cover their noses,
while crossing wet garbage
piles.

Deputy Mayor Hemalatha
Gopalaiah blamed local resi-
dents for the mess.

“People are protesting near
garbage dumping yards and
composting units. They are
not allowing trucks to dump
garbage, leading to waste
mounds, especially in west
Bengaluru. In case of other
places, garbage should be col-
lected at one point of every
ward, for trucks to collect it.
People have to co-operate,”
she said.

But residents are not con-
vinced. They point out that
garbage is not stacked in just
one area, but everywhere.

“Rotting garbage mixed
with rainwater is a common
sight in most parts of the city,
especially in central Bengalu-
ru and newly added wards.
The stink is unbearable,” said
Hemalatha R, a resident.

These sites have become
breeding ground for mosqui-
toes and also feeding spaces
for street dogs. Rodents can
be seen jumping over the
piles. It poses health hazards
to people, said Igbal K, a res-
ident.

Prominent places where
- garbage piles are a common
sight are Seshadripuram, Pa-
pareddypalya, Nagarbhavi,
Srirampura, Magadi Road,
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Rain compounds problem of
uncleared garbage

!!!!!

wOrkers clear stagnated ramwater near St Martha S Hospltal

on Nrupatunga Road. bH PHOTO

TR

SUBODH YADAV, BBMP
SPECIAL COMMISSION-
ER (SWM): There are no
issues with garbage
collection across the
city. Butin some

places, the problem can
be because of lax local
officers or local issues.
People can contact the
control rooms or me di-
rectly.

Sunkadakatte, Banaswadi,
Gandhinagar, Sarjapura main
road, Koramangala, Mall-
eswaram, Jalahalli, Vrishba-
vathi valley on outer ring
road, Mysuru Road, Anjana-
pura, Banashankari, Banner-
gatta Road, Gottigere, OMBR

Layout, Chickpet, Avenue
Road and Ejipura.

BBMP special commission-
et, solid waste management,
Subodh Yadav said, “There
are no issues with garbage
collection across the city. But
in some places, the problem
can be because of lax local of-
ficers or local issues. People
can contact the control rooms
or me directly.”

BBMP commissioner Man-
junath Prasad said following
High Court directions on
Thursday, the Corporation is
planning to mandate com-
posting waste at residences,
instead of sending them to
processing units.

“We are in talks with com-
panies to convert waste toen-
ergy, in the seven composting
sites,” he said.

DH News Service
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Uma’s Team At

Odds With
Power, Green
Ministries

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

" New Delhi: The water resources
ministry headed by Uma Bharati
hasraised theflagof faith to oppose
major hydroelectric projects pro-
posed on Alaknanda-Bhagirathi-
Mandakini river basins putting it
directly at odds with the green clea-
rances for dams from power and en-
vironment ministries.

Soon after the 2013 Kedarnath
tragedy, the Supreme Court had stay-
ed green clearance to all 70 proposed
hydroelectric projects in Alaknan-
da-Bhagirathi river basins. On May
10, additional solicitor general S S
Patwalia had informed a bench of
Justices Dipak Misra and U U Lalit
that ministries of power and envi-
ronment favour constructing five of
the six projects — Lata-Tapovan (171
MW), Jhelum Tamak (108 MW), Kot-
libhel 1-A (195MW), Alaknanda (300
MW), Khironi Ganga (4 MW) and
Bhyunder Ganga (24 MW).

Taking an opposite stand, the
Bharati-headed ministry told the
SC that any addition to the existing
number of hydroelectric projects
on Alaknanda, Bhagirathi and

Mandakinirivers would spelldoom -

for Ganga. The water resources mi-

nistry argued, “Clearance provided

to all these hydroelectric projects

were before the unfortunate tragedy

at Kedarnath in 2013. Hence, there is
a need for a comprehensive hydrolo-
gical studies as well as-hydro-geolo-
gical studies as to how the dams wo-
uld change the flow of rivers.”

“All these new projects are co-

Covering L., YIS

Hindustan (Hindi)

Deccan Herald

Blifz

and documented at Bhaafra_th(English)& Pub!icity Section CWC.

Dams will doom Ganga

‘Mughals too accepted
river’s special quallty’

ma Bharati-led water resource
ministry’s affi davitin the |
Supreme Court opposing construc-
tionof new dams 3
onGanga's
tributaries
appearedto be m
tune with Mohd

a‘.‘-:ir'-ﬁ.f" .

- - - song of 1971 movie
‘Ganga Tera Pani Amrit’. “River Ganga
is India’s identity, basis for universal
faith and source of livelihood to more
than 50 crore people Theworld
believes that river Ganga is unique
because its water has some special
elements whichare notthereinany
other riverinthe world. Scientists
have also accepted the same,” the
ministry said. “The Mughals also
accepted this special quality of Ganga
river and reportedly Emperor Akbar
used to drink either pure Ganga water

or water mixed with Ganga water,”it
- uld not adversely affect the flow of
~ theriver Ganga.

said. “Preservation of Ganga is
therefore notonly a matter of

mere cleaning but also conservation
of our culture and traditions,”

itsaid. Dhananjay Mahapatra| T

* e S

ming up close to the existing pro-
jects, many of which are in ecologi-

cally sensitive areas hindering the

source of fresh water resource. Hen-
ce, any further project will have sub-
stantial impact on ecological foot-

print of the area,” it said. “The re-

glon around these projects is located
in geologically unstable and seismi-
cally activearea,” theministry said.
“There is a need for a review of
these projects,” the ministry said.
Invoking the “Aviral Dhara” promi-
se of the government on Ganga, the
ministry said efforts to clean the
Ganga and restore its pristine puri-
ty would succeed only if Alaknanda,
Bhagirathi and Mandakini rivers
were allowed to flow uninterrupted.

-2

llfferences per51st

a, SC toId

~ even after a year

" ~. ;r'rriésgmup .com

N New Delhi Even as the Centre
Rafi-sungtitle

wants to present a united stand in

“the Supreme Court, ministries of

envmnment and water continueto

be on différent pages over theissue

of hydroelectric power projects 1n

| Uttarakhand

“The water resources ministry
- has been oppeﬁed to new dams me-

~ antfor such projects, which it belie-
- ves would affect the uninterrupted

flow of .the river Ganga — a prere-

- quisite to keep the river clean and

allow it to self-rejuvenate. The envi-
ronment ministry, on the other
hand, wants to go ahead with some
of the projects, arguing that it wo-

Differences which surfaced last
year when the Union water resour-
ces minister Uma Bharati wrote to

her counterpart in the environ-

ment ministry Prakash Javadekar
donotappear tohavegoneaway. The
water resources ministry’s latest
affidavit in the apex court has indi-
cated how both the ministries have
not been able to sort out their diffe-
rences in over a year.

It’s stand against new dams is
mainly to pursue the government’s
‘clean Ganga mission’ as the river
needs uninterrupted flow of water
to keep it naturally clean while ma-
intaining the ecological flow round
the year. The environment mini-
stry does not cha]lenge this view

- and in fact has argued in the apex

court that it was in favour of only
those projects which would not in
any way affect the umnterrupted

-----

The environment
ministry counters the
water resources

ministry’s opposition,
saying the projects
would not affect the
flow of Ganga

flow of the river and the fragile bio-
diversity of theregion.

Agreeing in principle to allow
the construction of five out of six
hydro power projects that along
with others had come under ]11(1101
al scrutiny, the environment mini-
stry had informed the court that it
had taken the decision on the basis
of an expert committee report
which gave clearance to the pro-
jects, subject to some conditions.

Referring to the findings of the
panel, the ministry had also assu-
red the court that the projects wo-
uld not affect the flow of the river

and there would be uninterrupted

flow of 1,000 cusecs of water in the
river. It also assured that the pro-
jects would not have any adverse
impact on the environment.

The environment ministry’s
stand is also in sync with the govern-
ment’soverall planof increasingthe
share of clean energy in the count-
ry’stotal energy mix to about 40% by
2030 — a voluntary commitment
which India had made as part of the

'Paris agreement on climate change.

~ Bharati in her letter to Javadekar
last year suggested that his ministry
should think about taking the solar
route instead of opting for big dams
for hydro-power pm]ects

.............................
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ust three months back, a study warned Indi-
ans that by 2030 around 40 per cent of India's
population may not have drinking water, if the
present water crisis in country is not resolved seri-
ously. In their study, PRS Legislative Research, a non-
governmental organisation, highlighted depleting
ground water, drying up of tributaries, reduced flow
of river and using twice the required amount of water
in farming as some of the wasteful practices.
While the study has made dire predictions about
the future, many places in the Capital have already
started facing shortage of drinking water. Take a
look at any government hospital in the Capital. Every
oneof them isfacing this problem, in varying degrees.
These hospitals, already overburdened with patients
~ With a ratio of 2.5 beds per 1000 patients ~ have
not just inadequate supply of drinking water but
also of questionable quality. Be it staff, patients or
doctors, for all water related activities they are total-
ly dependent on ground water. The Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment (CSE) has already declared
Delhi's underground water unsafe since it is cont-
aminated with domestic sewage, livestock run-off

m

and chemicals from farms and factories.

A colleague visiting the ESIC Hospital in Rohi-
ni, a Central government hospital under the Labour
Ministry, was shocked to find that ground water was
being used for daily consumption. The hospital, which
faces a severe shortage of potable water, has pro-
vided some water filter machines, but one is still
beset with doubts. Since it is run by the Labour Min-
istry, most of the patients are labourers, who can't
afford to buy packaged water bottles from outside.
Even the hospital staff has to either bring water bot-
tles from home or go outside the hospital to a par-
ticular tap tofill their bottles. When our colleague,
whose relative was admitted to the hospital for jaun-
dice, tried to raise the issue with the hospital
authorities, they shifted the blame on Delhi Jal Board
and MCD.

Not only the hospital, the staff colony around
the ESIC Hospital does not have proper drinking water
supply. In an attempt to bring this to the notice of
the Medical Superintendent, a group of ladies had |
even brought a bottle of the brackish underground
water asking the official to taste it.

2
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now started making effortsto | .. Jhodr. N B

supply water at tail end of

canals in Abohar, Fazilka
areas without taking any help
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The neighouring state had
refused Punjab’s proposal to o et S SR e
divert water from Rajasthan SECTRRE W s - G RERETE T R e

..............
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The Punjab Government
has even started the work to
refill the track, which was dug
up to link both canals.

Meanwhile, the CM has now
sent Secretary (Irrigation), KS
Pannu, to the Harike barrage
to take all possible steps to
make water available at the tail
end of canals in Abohar and
Fazilka areas, Pannu said, “I
am at Harike barrage and
looking at all options to ensure
water o the farmers

RK Gupta, Executive Engi-
neer, Irrigation, Muktsar,

..........

village in Muktsar district on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

“Linking canals sans permission llega r

" The present situation has arisen after the state
government failed to clean and de-s it the Sirhing
feeder in April this year ... .

¥ Raj Kumar Chaudhary, CE (North), indira Gandhi Nahar
Project (IGNP), said, “The preparation to link both canals
without getting permission from the Rajasthan

Workers fill the dug-up track between Rajasthan Feeder and Sirhind Feeder canals at Bhuliar

said, “The water supply has
been increased in Sirhind
Feeder from Harike barrage.
A number of machines have
been installed at the barrage
toincrease the water carrying
capacity of this canal. As a
result, the present supply of
water at RD 156 in Faridkot
has touched 3,600 cusecs.
Apart from two-three canals,

3
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government is illegal.”
the water supply in all others  arisen atter the state govern-

1S normal.”

“The CM has also assured
the Rajasthan government
that we won’t use 3 single
drop of water from Rajasthan
feeder. We will also refill the
channel that was dug up to
link Rajasthan feeder with
Sirhind Feeder” he added.

The present situation has

T niLbhe

ment failed to clean and de-sjlt
the Sirhind feeder in April this
year. Rgj Kumar Chaudhary,
CE (North), Indirg Gandhi
Nahar Project (IGNP), said.
“The preparation to link both
canals without getling permis-
sion from the Rajasthan gOV-
e€rnment is illegal. We are
camping here until the state

A
B .

refills the channel.”

Irrigation experts are of the
view that both the canals have
huge water carrying capacity
and 1if there was any breach in
the channel itwould be hard to
plug and a large number of vil-
lages will be flooded.

Meanwhile, Pannu yester-
day met RK Chaudhary at
Harike barrage. The latter Was
shown the bad condition of
headworks, including the
gates, and was requested to
release their share of Rs 39
crore for repair and desilting
Harike headworks and canals -
emanating from there. |

Pannu said Punjab had
already released its share of Rs,
17 erore for the works.
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West Virginia floods: 14

dead, others rescyed b0

agence france-presse

WASHINGTON, 24 JUNE:
Flooding in the US state of West
Virginia killed 14 people and
stranded others who had to he
plucked from rooftops and res.
cued from fast-moving waters,
the state’s governor said today.
~ “The damage is widespread
and  devastating. Our focys
remains on search and rescue,”
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin told
4 news conterence after floods
caused by a day of heavy rains.

"I'had planned to fly around
the affected areas myself today
but wasn't able to because all
State aircrafts are currently being
used for rescues.” he said.

The dead included an eight-
year-old boy who was swept
away while walking along a creek
bank with his mother and sister,
WSAZ reported. His body was
found after three hours of
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searching. At least six counties
have extensive structural damage
and about 66,000 people were
without power, the governor
said. About 200 national guard
members had fanned out in
eight counties to assist local
responders and 17 shelters were
open for those homes which
were damaged or destroyed.
About 500 people were
stranded overnight inside
shopping mall in Elkview, near
the capital Charleston, after 2

| hlbﬁhe

bridge leading to the main road
was washed away, ABC News
reported.

Various dramatic images were
posted on twitter which showed
a man in chest-high water using a
rock to smash the windows of g
vehicle whose occupants were
trapped inside.

Another set of photos showed
4 woman who had caught a giant
trout with her hands while stand-
Ing on a two-lane road amid
stopped traffic.
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COntent uploaded not forest
ry

draft policy,

clarifies minist

TTo-26.

After Facing F Iak Says Instltute Study Mlstakenly Put On Website

TiMES NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid criticism
from certain quartersfor pro-

posing a green cess and per-

mitting private players to use
and develop government fo-
rest land, the environment
ministry on Saturday distan-
ced itself from thedraft natio-
nal forest policy saying “the
study report prepared by the
Indian Instituteof Forest Ma-
nagement (IIFM), Bhopal,
was 1nadvertently uploaded
as Dratt Forest Policy on the
website”.

Emphasising that the mi-
nistry has not taken any deci-
sion on draft forest policy, it
said, “A draft forest policy
will be put in public domain
once due process 1s carried
out and views of all stakehol-
ders are taken into account”.

The draft which the mini-
stry now callsamerestudy by
IIFM, Bhopal, had proposed
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the levy of a green tax while
calling for safeguarding of fo-
rests and practising of re-
sponsible eco-tourism in fo-
rest areas to ensure safety of
wildlife. Contravening the
Forest Rights Act and the ex-
isting national forest policy
of 1988, the study also sugges-
ted a new administrative and
legal regime diluting the
rights of tribals to forest land
while giving its control to fo-
rest bureaucracy.

All these points came in
for severe criticism from en-
vironmentalists and forest

the draft forest policy, it said that
a draft forest policy would be put
in public domain once due process
Is carried out & views of all stake-
holders are taken into account

rights activists in the past
one week, forcing the mini-
stry tocomeout withaformal
statement on Saturday dis-
tancingitself fromthe ‘study’
that was uploaded as the
‘draft forest policy’ on its
website last week. “The mini-
stry has not 1ssued any draft
notification on National Fo-
rest Policy. What has been
uploaded on the website was
astudy done by ITFM-Bhopal.

“The study has not been
evaluated by the ministry
The ministry has not taken
any decision on the Draft Fo-

rest Policy. The study report
prepared by IIFM-Bhopal
was 1nadvertently uploaded
as the draft forest policy on
the website,” director gene-
ral, forests, and special secre-
tary of the ministry, SS Negi,
sald in a statement.

“As director general, fo-
rests, I would like to clarify
that this document is not the
draft forest policy. The mini-
stry has an elaborate proce-
dure for preparing draft poli-
cy document, which takes in-
to account multiple inputs
from all stakeholders, state
governments, think-tanks
and public consultation.

“No process has been car-
ried out on the document pre-
pared by IIFM-Bhopal, which
1s only one of the inputs. A
draft forest policy will be put
in the public domain once
dueprocessiscarriedoutand
views of all stakeholders are
taken into account,” he said.
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SUMIT HAKHOO &

ARTEEV SHARMA IN JAMMU

B [.ast month, a woman died after an
alleged mid-surgery power failure in the

district hospital Shopian. The family
alleged the woman had her vein ruptured

during surgery conducted under flash-
hights of a mobile phone after a power
fatlure.

® OnJune 2, last year, doctors were report-
edly forced to carry out a crucial 40-minute
surgery under torchlight at premier Gov-
ernment Medical College and Hospital
(GMCH) Jammu after electricity went off
and the power backup failed.

HESE and many more instances

recur mn a state that boasts of its

hydro power potential of 20,000 MW

(one megawatt can power-feed
more than 200 families). The Chenab, Rawi
and the Indus plus hundreds of rich, flow-
ing streams gurgling around hills of the
state are a poorly harnessed asset constrict-
ed by political compulsions and red-tape.
Theenormousness of these riches led state
finance minister Haseeb Drabu to present
a separate power budget along with the
annual budget in the Assembly. The facts
were out: J&K has a staggering Rs 7,000
crore power purchase liability this fiscal
year. Its crippling effect only highlights the
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The Salal hydro-electric project in Reasi is managed by the NHPC. PHOTO: INDERJEET SINGH

failures of successive govérnment in
reforming the power sector. As aresult, the
energy-deficient state relies on purchases
from Northern Gnd.

As per official figures, the state’s power

revenue deficit 1n 1s Rs 3,927 crore. The
gradual increase 1n recovery from con-
sumers since 1396-97, from Rs 54.33 crore
to Rs 1,937.27 crore (2015-16) 1s no match

for the power purchase cost. A broad indi-
cator of the operational inefficiency is the
magnitude of AT&C (aggregate technical
& commercial) losses: 59% in 2015-16, the
highest in the country.

Unexplored potential
Out of the 20,000 MW potential, the gov-
ernment has identified about 16,697 MW.

. s SR
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Yawning gap

Current capacity: 1,419.37 MW. It comprises
1,110 MW of hydro-based stations, 198 MW
thermal (gas turbine) and 110.96 MW solar. -

The shortage: The requirement is of nearly
2,000 MW. |

Total potential: 20,000MW

Revenue loss: ¥3,927 crore .

Liability: ¥7,000 crore in 2016-17

The reason for the gap is politics and cor-

ruption at various levels in completing sev-

eral projects. Here are examples: the 850
MW Rattle project on Chenab in Kishtwar
district was abandoned by the executing
agency following a dispute with locals.
There are several others awaiting the light
of day: the Parnai project in Poonch, 1,200

. MW Sawalkote, 600 MW Kiru, 240 MW

Kirthal, 50 MW Lower Kainal, 520 MW
Kawar and 280 MW Ujh.

There’s yet another glaring gap: 21 pow-
er projects operated by the state power
development corporation don’t follow any
standard operating manual necessary for

energy accounting. In the face of such inef-

ficiency, the state finance eommission in
2011 and a working group headed by Dr C
Rangrajan recommended that some proj-
ects run by the National Hydro Power Cor-

LIS
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| poration (NHPC) should be handed to the

state. The motive was clear; Why should
NHPC pocket the revenue, why not the
state? Two such demands were for the 390
MW Dulhasti and 1,020 MW Bursar project.

The government in 2013-14 got an audit
conducted of projects on the Chenab, Ravi
and the Indus basin generating 761.96 MW,
It revealed that there are no laid-down pro-
cedures to grade the reliability of sophisti-.
cated meters installed to record the energy

~outflow, which tracks the generation of

each unit. It was observed that no
manual/standards are in place. As a result,
there 1s no data recording in certain cases.

Reform measures

- J&K’s special status has also come in the

way of private investment. In 2011 the
government announced a replacement of
the State Hydel Policy, 2003. But it has
falled to attract investment because of
long - bureaucratic procedures and red-
tape. The National Conference-Congress

- coalition government in September 2012

ordered unbundling the power develop-
ment department and setting up a trans-
rhission company, two distribution com-

panies (one each for Kashmir and Jammu

divisions) and a trading company. But it
didn’t get off the ground following large- -
scale protests against privatization by
PDD employees and the separatist lobby:.
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vironment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change has repudiated
a ‘Draft National Forest Poli-

cy’ that it uploaded on its
website earlier this month
calling it an “inadvertent”
error. |

The ‘Draft National Forest
Policy, 2016, was uploaded
on the Ministry’s website on. -
June 16 along with an office
memorandum calling for
comments. “The Ministry 1s
in the process of revising the CHANGED
presen,t;National Forest Poli-  policy suggested promoting the use of wood and agreater
cy, 1988. A draft National For- - role for industry in forest management. — PHOTO: K. MURAL! KUMAR
| .est Policy in this regard has S R o
‘been prepared andenclosed. an Institute of Forest Man- ‘mently” deny that it was 2
All stakeholders are request-  agement. Bhopal. The study draft. -
“ed to send their comments,if hasnotbeen evaluatedbythe “This project was funded
‘any, by email..by June -30, Ministry: The Ministry has bythe United Nations Devel-
2016,” said the official memo- not taken. any -decision on opment Fund apd we werc .
randum signed by A.K Mo- Draft -Forest Policy. “The allotted about Rs. 60 lakh by
hanty, Deputy Inspector study. ‘réport -prepared by the Ministry for the project

General of Forests. 1IFM, Bhopal was inadver- that was commissioned as a
The Environment Minis- tently uploaded as Draft For- ‘Review of the National For-
try had tasked the Bhopal-  est Policy on the website.” est Policy,” the official said.

based Indian Institute of For- The Hindu couldn’t con- . The draft policy, as The
est Management, an affiliat- tact Mr. Negi for his com- Hindu reported on the june
ed  organisation, ~ Wwith ments. However the opening 2. made several suggestions
reviewing and revising the pages of the policy indicate including promoting the
existing forest policy. Thisis that IIFM clearly saw iteelfas  commercial use of wood, a
the first time that the policy working on a “draft policy”  greater role for industry in
was being re-looked since and not just a study. “The forest management and
1988 as it wanted:€o update  drait of the National Forest time-bound reviews of the
_the several changes in forest Policy, 2016 has been pre- progress being made in ef-
laws and provide a torward- pared by the IIFM, Bhopal fectively managing forests.
looking policy. that talked based on village-level focus "As of Saturday evening,
about increasing India’s for- = group discussions, regional the document was still avail- .

est cover and tackling theef- and national level consulta- able on the Ministry’s web-
fects of climate change. tions, inputs from various site and open to public com-
- o - stakeholders and analysis of ~ments antil June 30. Dr.
‘It was amere study’ primary and secondary data-  Negi’s statement noted thata
- However on Qaturday, a  sets carried out during 2015- new draft policy would be
formal statement from the 2016, We are grateful to the made available. “..The Min-

*

. Ministry and attributed to  Ministry of Environment, istry hasan elaborate proce-
overingL | 6 G, Negl, Director-General  Forest and Climate Change dure for preparing draft poli-
Yorest and Special Secretary, for entrusting this task to CY document, which takes
Ministry of Environment, IIFM, and acknowledge the into account multiple inputs
Forest and Climate Change financial support received from all stakeholders, State
read: “As Director-General  from the UNDP;” says the governments, - think tanks

Forest, I would like to clarify document. " and public consultation. No |
that this document 1s not the A top official privy to the process has been carried out
’ Draft Forest Policy...The drafting process told The on the document prepared

Ministry has not ‘ssued any  Hindu that while the policy by ITFM, Bhopal, whichison-
draft Notification on Nation- ~ was & study prepared for the ly one of the inputs. A draft
al Forest Policy. What has “consideration of the gov- Forest Policy will be put in

been uploaded on the web- ernment” it was unusual for  Public Domain once due

site was a study done by Indi- the government 10 SO “yehe- processis carried out” -

-.—
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'BENGALURU, DHNS: The
South West monsoon picked

momentum in the state with

Kodagu district receiving

heavy rain on Thursday.
Showers coupled with gusty

- winds lashed the district. Bhaga-

mandala, Talacauvery, Go-
nikoppa, Virajpet and surrou-
nding areas experienced typical
monsoon showers. An average
19.1mm of rain was recorded in

Kodaguin the last 24 hours. The

~amount of rainfall last year on

the same day was 78.52 mm.
The water level in Harangi
reservoir rose to 2,807.53 feet
as against the maximum of
2,859 feet. The water level on
the corresponding day, last year,
was 2,818.79 feet.

Havoc in DK
Heavy rain accompanied by
gusty winds continues to lash
many parts of Dakshina Kanna-
da district, damaging a number
of properties. A house on Pari-
warakana in Sullia was dam-
aged after a tree fell on it. Simi-
larly, a compound wall collapsed
in Boodu colony and a tree was
uprooted in Kurunjigudde.
Payaswini river is in full spate
in Paicharuy, in Sullia. A huge
tree uprooted in Kurunjigudde
fell on the road bringing down
an electric pole nearby and
blocking movement of vehicles.
The port city of Mangaluru
received rain through the day
and waterlogging impeded
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In several districts

pedestria%s gs%ﬂ as mo-

torists. As the sea got rougher,
sea erosion in Ullal intensified.
As the protective walls have not
been constructed scientifically,
houses and other buildings face
threat of being washed away or
damaged by sea erosion. The
amount of sea erosion is more
in Mogaveerapatna, Kotepura,
Kaiko, Subhash Nagar, Kileria
Nagar, Ucchila and Talapady.

Even oneyear after the tender
was cleared, the company con-
cerned has not completed even
the first phase of work.

However, there was low in-
tensity rain in some other parts
of the state. A steady drizzle on
Thursday evening in Belagavi
put students returning home
from school to hardship. Hub-
balli-Dharwad too experienced
drizzles.

Shivamogga district received
moderate but widespread rain.

There were reports of rain in |

Hosanagar, Shikaripur, Thirt-
hahalli and Ripponpet. Parts of
Uttara Kannada district, includ-
ing Karwar, Bhatkal, Honnavar
and Ankola received moderate
rain. In the last 24 hours, the
district recorded 437.2 mm of
rain. Parts of Mysuru district re-
ceived scattered light showers.
Mysuru city and surrounding vil-
lages have been dry for atleast a
fortnight. Mandya district expe-
rienced good rain on Wednes-
day night, which continued up
to Thursday morning.
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Rain makes South Gujarat
entry, drizzle likely in cit

Ahmedabad
Was Beset By
High Humidity

TiMEs News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The monso-
onrainmadealashing ent-
ry in South Gujarat with a
heavy downpour dren-
ching Surat and its surro-
unding towns on Tuesday;
Ahmedabad had another
humid day, a prelude to the
coming monsoon. Meteo-
rologists said that the city,
which experienced record-
breaking heat this year, is
likely to see a drizzle on
Wednesday.

Apart from South Guja-
rat, places in Saurashtra
also got light to moderate
rainfall on Tuesday. Howe-
ver, the onset of the monso-
on In Gujarat was not de-
clared on Tuesday by the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

Jayant Sarkar, director
of IMD, Gujarat, said that
the decision on declaring
the onset of monsoon in
Gujarat will be taken on
Wednesday. “Today, we did
not declare the onset as
therewasnoheavyrainfall
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Surat city recorded 36 mm of rain on Tuesday

Pics : Gaurang Joshi
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and we must also consider
the wind direction before
declaringit,” Sarkar said.
According to the IMD
website, an upperaircyclo-
nic circulation was active
over south-west Madhya
Pradesh and the adjoining
regions of Gujarat. “The
cyclonic circulation has
weakened and will not ha-
vean impactonthe arrival
of the monsoon in Guja-
rat,” said Sarkar.
According to IMD, Su-
rat was lashed by pre-mon-
soon showers. Surat city
on Tuesday had a heavy

downpour and registefe}(

36 mm of rain. Kamrej ta-
luka of Surat district re-
corded 69 mm of rainfall
whereas Utchal and Nizar
in Tapidistrictrecorded 40
mm and 29 mm respective-
ly.

Many other towns con-
tinued to see hot and hu-
mid conditions. Kandla
was the hottest place in the
state with a 39.9 degrees
celsius maximum tempe-
rature.

In Ahmedabad, the clo-
udy weather ameliorated
the heat — the maximum

tempfrature was around
39°C — but increased the
humidity. This increased
the discomfort of citizens
who are eagerly awaiting
therains,

The meteorological
centre heresaid that the ci-
ty will likely witness a clo-
udy sky withalightdrizzle
on Wednesday.

According to the met
centre’s forecast, light to
moderate rain or thun-
dershowers are very likely
to occur at a few places in
districts of the Gujarat re-
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Ahmedabad: The delay in
arrival of monsoon in the
state has led to around 80%
less sowing this season, un-
tilnow, compared to last ye-
ar. An area of only2.74 lakh
hectareshasbeentilled and
sown with kharif cropsthis
year, while last year, by this
time, 13.45 lakh hectares

had already been sown. In

Gujarat, sowing of diffe-
rent crops takes place over
86.78 lakh hectares in the
kKharif season.

According to agricultu-
re department officials,
kharif sowinginthestateis
likely to pick up once the
monsoon sets in. Officials
said that sowing is yet to ta-
Ke off in south Gujarat and

P —

Kharif sowing

Kutch. These two regions
have recorded the lowest
sowing of 8,600 hectares
and 12,300 hectares, respec-
tively.

According to state agri-
culture department, cotton
has occupied thelion’s sha-
re of sowing activities in

‘the state, so far. Of the 2.74

lakh-hectare area where
farmers have sown crops,
around 64% has been used

her 38,400 hectare was used
for sowing groundnut. Ho-
wever, sowing of both gro-
undnut and cotton remains
lower than that of 2015.

Otficials in the agricul-
ture department said kha-
rif sowing so far has been
highest in Saurashtra re-
gion, where 1.26 lakh hecta-
res have been sown, while
innorth Gujarat 95,000 hec-
tares have been put to the
ploughtill datethis season.

Officials 'said that
among districts, Botad was
at the top with 46,600 hecta-
res sown with crops.

This was followed by Su-
rendranagar where sowing
was completed in 36,500
hectare. Kharif sowing was
yet to begin in six districts
inthe state.

According to agricultu-
re department officials,
farmers in the state are wa-
iting for monsoon showers.

This year, so far there-_§

hasn’t been sufficient rain-
tall for farmers to risk full
scale seasonal sowing of
crops. Also, the dams in the
state hold little water:

- Karsan Patel, a resident
of Amreli, said, “Usually,
by June 21 we have one or
twoshowers whichmoisten
and softens the soil to make
sowing easy. But this year

the fields are still dry and

hard, and havelain unculti-
vated as summer crops, too,

werenot sowndueto lack of

irrigation water. We have
ploughed andreadiedthefi-
elds, and will start showing

When the first showers

arrive.”
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