UTTARAKHAND

Climate panel: 400

villages Vulnerabl\gﬂy

to _,,earthqua_kes v

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
reens has identified 400 villages
mostvuinerable to earthquakes
and proposed that peopie living
there and in adjoining areas be
relocated to safer areas, areport
of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee has revealed.

In its deposition before the
Standing Committee linked to
the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Clisate Change and
the Ministry of Science and
Technology, an official of the
Ittarakhand government said a
poputation of about 30-35 lakh
fiving inthe five Zone-V districts
were likely to be seriousiy af-
fected in case of another major
earthquake in the central
Himalayan region.

The official told the corarmit-
tee that 2 proposal for thishasal-
ready been sent fo the Centre.
“As regards relocation of people
to safer places, the Committee
was informed by the represen-

Ex-law mirnister Ashwani
Kurnas heads the panel

tative of the state governiment
that they have indicated their re-
quirement... about the peed to
shift 400 villages which were the
mostvuinerable to disasters, ly-
ing inthe highest threat zone to
safer region. The commitiee was
alsoinforred that adetailed re-
port on this had been sent to the
government of India and funds
£o the tune of Rs 10,000 crore
had beensought for this," there-
port, which was subritied o the
Parliament on Friday, said,

‘The report was one of the 15
that this standing committee, led
by formes Law Minister Ashwani
Kumar, has submitted in the ast
ane year.
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there are reports of shOrLages of
fuod and medicings. The overall
death toll due to flooding in the
country has chimbed 10 40
nationwide, police sad.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharit.
Pakisian tehreek-c-insaf chiet
imean Khan and Chief Ministes
pervez Khattak had yesterday
visited Chitral and inspected the
damages caused 10 the mfrar
structure. The Prime Minister
nas announced T 500 mitlion
aid retief package for thost
affected in the district hesides
3 lakh for each destroyed houst
45 compensation and waiving of
the agriculture oans. National
Disasier Management Authority

ISLAMABADL 23 Y ety
four more prople were kitied
woday as foods wiggered by
hedvy MORSOON fains inundated
northern Pakistan, THNIOE the
oversit death 1ol inthe flooding
0 46,

The reseuers geeovercd 24
more bodies from 1he detoged
Chiral  distriet in Khyber
pykhrunkhwi PrOVIRGE. police
saich, The atready inundated dis
it has been ashed with huwy
prinfall sinve Sunday. wihich
have SWEPL Wiy poads and
bricges. cuting avay Mg
areas from the disut head-

seven villages have been swept
away. it has beent already cu off
from rest of the district and

(pearters.
The district’s Mot Hahu ared
i the worsehit where around

\ill 24 more people; toll 40,

caid that in the largest pr%éncc
of Punjah, 366 villages and over
20000 people wete affected,
while crops 00 205366 acres of
tand were damaged. The Jatest
spelt of rains Tikely 10 contin-
ue for another 1WO days ie
Pakistan.

Meanwhile, at feast three
people were jilled when 2 mod-
erate 5.5-magninude earthquake
joled various pars of northern
pakistan early today According
i National Thsustes
Vanagement Authoriry (NDMAY,
the epicentre of the Quitke Was
13 km north-east of capival
ishamabad and @ WS i km
deep.
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Birds arrive in Delhi to roost
as rain revives wetlands ¢

DWINDLING NUMBERS Environmentalists say the development is encouraging

as most wetlands in and around the Capital have disappeared due to urbanisation

Ritam Haider
 ritam haidor@hindostar i com

NEW DELME Monsoon showers
in the Capita] this year have
attracted several bird species.
Better than expected rain in
June has revived the fow exisl.
ing natural wetlands—such as
Shantivan Lake incentrai Defhi,
Sanjay Lake i east Defhi, Garhi
Mandu wetland in northeast
Deiltand Najafgarh marshiand
in soufhwest Dethi—wherebirds
come 1o roost,

Environmentalist and ecolo-
gist T Roy, who has been moni-
toring the movemnent of migrato-
ry birds across the country, says
the development is encouraging
46 many natural wetiands have
disappeared due to rapid urbant:
sation and the impact of global
ciimate change.

“Wetland is very important
tothe environment and plays an
impertant biolegicat and ece-
logical role. it acts as a natural
habitat for aquatic blodiversity
and birdlife and as a ground
water recharger Among the
existing few natural wetlands
are Shantivan Lake, Sanjay
Lake, Garhi Mandu wetland
and Najafgarh marshiand. This
year’s monsoon has come as a
reiief andis good for water birds
diversity, including migratory
and threatened species,” Roy,
who is the Dethi state coordina.-
tor of Wetlands laternaiional
south Asia, said.

The loss of natural habitat
has been the primary reason
behind dectining water birds’
diversity and population. At
Shantivan Lake, spot-hilied

e
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axisting wetlands in and around Defhd,
10SS OF NATURAL heron, Indian moorken, spot-
HABITAT 1S THE PRIMARY ek o Rorfcher have
REASON BEHIND heen seen while at Najafgarh
DECLINING WATER zﬁﬁf‘gﬁdﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
BIRDS’ DIVERSITY AND stork, painted stork, Indtan

duck, Indian moorhen, little
grebe, red-wattled lapwing,
white throated kingfisher,
Indian pond heron, rednaped
ihig and little cormorant have
been spotted, while at Sanjay
Lake birds such as Hitie egret,
Indian pond heron and white-
throated kingfisher have been
sighted. At Garhi Mandu wet:
iand birds such as Indian pond

pond heron, puyple swamphen,
indian moorhen, grey heron,
tittle egret, caitle egret, spot:
hiiled thack, red-wattied lapwing,
white-throated kingfisher and
Imigratory birds such as greater
flamningo and pied avocet have
heen sean.

*At Shantivan Lake, which
is a modified concrete shatlow
wetland and maintained by the
CPWD, last week s showers have
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prought back many resident
water birds. At Najafgarh lake,
too, many residents have been
sighted. At Sanjay Lake, which
has heen modified with concrete
bank and is mainiained by the
bDA, however, few water birds
were sighted due to human inter-
ference. At Garhi Mandu wet-
land, too, the disturbed habitat
has had its impact on the number
of birds species,” Roy said.
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People from riverine areqs tn Allahabad shift their belongings following floods in the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers on Friday.- eaoro: s




ONSOON CLOUDSCAPE

touds loom over the skyline on Raising Hill in New Delhl on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANSAN 1t

Showers
bringdown
humidity %Qr

With rain showers bringing
down the mercury in the
national capital, Delhiites
foday Teceived respite from
the humidity persistent for
past many days.

The mintmum iemperature
during the day settled at 27
degrees Celsing while the
maximum was recorded at
339 degrees Celsius, both
normal for the season, a MeT
official said.

Many paris in the national
capital received raing over
the past 24 hours, totalling to
5.8 mm till 8.39 in the mom-
Ing.

Also, rain showers washed
the city inthe evening and 8.2
mm ratn was recorded by 5.30
pm, the official said.-PTL
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BATHENDA, TUEY 26

The Retiway under-bridge on
the Rathinda-Mansaroad isa
blot on CM Parkash Singh
Radal's bome turf that has a
rather enviable road infra-
structure, Every time i rains,
teaffic comesto a hait.

Even & minor drizzie often
forces vehicles 1o take alterna-
tive routes, increasing the dis-
tance by about 10-15 km.

Vehicles had io be diverted
inMarch for 34 days following
heavy rain, The height of the
water accumulated is aboud
the height of a car.

Last week also, traffic was
disrupted for several hours
after a heavy downpour. Traf-
fie had to be diverted to the
Dabwali road fowards Jodh-
pur Rernana vilage and then
towards Jasst Pau Wali vitlage

~

before re-entering the city.
The wail of the bridge, inat-
gurated in September 2012 by
Cabinet Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badzl, had collapsed
during rain in June 2013.
Besides faulty design and
weak structure, the Rs 24 crore
underbridge has no mecha-
nisr in place for dispesal of
rain water Acting Deputy
Cornmissioner Varinder Shar-
ma said, "A proposal worth Bs
1.14 crore for plugging ihe
ioopholesin the existing struc-
ture has already been sent to
the Punjeb Infrastructure
Developrent Board (PIDBE)”
But commuters are nobsatis-
fied with the reply Col
Sarpratap Singh (retd), a local
resident, said, Did the admin-
istration ask anybody why the
wali collapsed less than a year
after inauguration? How was
the underbridge allowed o
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function without any mecha-
nism o dispose of water?
Senior officials need fo be
made accountable for their
careless behaviour”

Providing details, XEN NP
Singh said, "The overall proj-
ect has now gone fo the
Nationat fighway Authority
of India (INHAT. We recently
sent the document about
NHAI taking over to all the
quarters concerned. Therelsa
definite flaw in the bridge
design and we have already
communicated the shorteom-
ings to the government. In
fact, we have also submifted
anaiternative sewerage layout
plan which will now be han-
died by the NHAL”

Sandeep Kumay a irav-
eiler from Chandigarh, said,
"Stretches of 5 km on both
sides of the under-bridge
have potholes, The ride gets

20
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worse when the road is
filled with rain water”

XEN NP Singh said, “The
repair of this pordion had been:
hanging fire from long. T wilt
soon be recarpeted under the
NHAI project.”

A former Mussicipal Council-
loz, requesting anenymity, said
*All involved in any major
preject faiture like the under-
bridge should be. made
accountable. An inguiry was
ordered but we dont know
who was held guiliy. The con-
tractor's ouisianding bills
amounting to Rs 40:50 akh
were supposed to have been
stopped. But no one knows
whathappened"

Mwmmdsmmaked
Different roads i Mansa —

the Rhavanigarh-Bathinda,
Tatwandi-Mansa and
Dhanaula-Bhikhi sections -

Chronicai { Bhopal }

EAABAT 1P e v e

whz(.h areunder repa:r contin-
ue to be travellers' nightmare
because they have been dug
up as part of the Rs 60¢ crare
project being funded by the
World Bank.

Dinesh Gulati, 2 senior man-
ager with a private bank who
travels regularly on this road,
said, "While fraveiling from
Rathinda towsrds Bhavani-
garh, one finds the road dug
up for about § km at different
points, There are no personnel
regulating traffic nor ane there
any road signs to help trav-
ellers. Trucks or trolieys trans-
porting earth are parked ran-
domly and cause traffic jams.”

XEN Gurmukh  Singh
safd, "The total 180k podi)
ect-has. heen mdeiayw
year because of the delayin |
permission for cutting the |
irees. Construction has now
picked up pace.”
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ZuHikar Majid

SRINAGAR: At least three peo-
ple were killed and 15 injured
after in a cloudburst near the
Baltal base camp of Amarnath
vairaincentral Kashrnir's Gan-
derbal district on the interven-
ing nigheof July 24 and 25.
 The cloudbusst kit the hills
near Baltal avound 12:30 am
leading to flash fiveds and land-
shides with water and slush en-
tering the tents and shops at
the yatra base camp and wash-
ing them away.

Dozens of vehicles, including
thiose used by pilgrims, were

buried by landslides and at

least a dozen shops were
washed away, reports added.
Srinagar-based  Army
spokesman Col Brilesh Pandey
said they have launched a mas-
sive rescue operation and shift
od 780 civitians and 15,000 pil-
grims to safer places. The
police said the deceased were
not pilgrims but were camping

at Balal 1o earn their liveli- .

hood.

“Landshde oecurred atthree
places hetween Baltal gate and
Rangamorh. Work at landslide
as well as site where road has
got blocked near fish pond

commenced with the Army

pressing Engineer Task Force

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati }
The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Telegraph { Kolkata }
tegoTa ( goe )

TheBetcan Hearld { Benglurn )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }
Central Chronical { Bhopat }

along with other machinery,”
he said.

Officials said despite the
cloudbusst, the yatra was pro-

- gressing from both Baltal and

Pahaigam routes. “Authorities
aliewed over 1,000 pilgrims to
proceed towards the cave
shrine from the Baital base
camp this (Saturday) morn-
ing,” they said.

“In the morning, 1 people
were reported missing but ma-
jority of them reported to the
base hospital. As of now, two
people are missing and efforts
are on 1o trade them,” he said,
and added that dog squads
have been deploved to assist

the search and rescue opera-
tions, Governor N N Vohra,

who is also the chairman of |-

Shri Amarnathj Shrine Board
(SASRB), held a review meeting,

Last week five people were
killed in a cloudburst in the
neighbouring Kullan area.

Kashenir is witnessing unprece- |

dented cloudbursis in residen-
tial areas this year.

Dr Shakil Romshoo, headof | -

Farth Sciences, University of
Kashenir, says the Valley may
witriess cloudbursts £l Sep-
tember. He did not rude out the
possibility of oudbursts in Sri-
nagar. ' :

DH News Service
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henever heavy raintall coincides with high tide, railway tracks get submerged and train services grind to a halt. tn the aftermath of

W the devastating 26/7 deluge, the rallways have improved coordination with the BMC for cleaning of drains. Besides, the railways have
also ivestad In technologicat upgrade to prevent signal fallure during monsoon. A serior Central Railway official said that other than

robust over head squipment Infrastructare, the railways use more advanced rakes that are able to ply even in case of 19 inches of water on
| dracks. The officiat sald lack of open spaces In the city means the water has no choice but to acclsmulate on tracks. He said that hoth Central
1 Rafiway and Western Railway have also raised the height of tracks to the maximum leve? possible to ensure that floads do not Impact services.
% He sald, “This is the most we can do, What the 8MC needs to do is to ensure a ban on plastics, which Is a major cause of floods.” :
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Rain lashes

LUCKNOW, DHNS: Eight peo
ple, including four women,
were killed after being struck
by lightning as heavy rains
Jashed parts of Uttar Pradesh
disrupting normal fife even as
-the flood situation in the state

remained grim,

- According to the reports,
eight people were killed and
around half a dogen injured af-
terbeing struck by lightning in
Aliahabadand Pratapgarhdis-
tricts in the state on Friday tak-
ingthe death toll this seasonto

UP, 8 dead
50. Seurces said that the flood
situation in the state remained
grim and waters from over-
flowing rivers have entered res-
idential areas in several cities

_and towns besides inundating

lasge tracts of agriculture land
“invthe rural areas,
Rise in water levels of major
rivers including the Ganga at
Allahabad, Vaganasiand Ballia
triggered panic in the low-lying
‘areas. Ghaghra and Saryu
rivers were flowing above the

danger mark in Barabankd.




™,

" < - % . e B S e errsr e RIS TDTHPEITTY
e AESSTINE S e Brgsttarae ormare wx 3 wepttdre wreropst sig QTesal QAT
R S,

Hindustan Times { Dethi }
AU LTI B )
The Tribune { Chandigarh }
The Hindu { Chennat

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai ]
The Telegraph ( Kolkata |

e ( Ues

The Deccan Hearld { Benghuru
The Beccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
Contral Chronical { Bhopat )

3 killed in Kashmir cloudburst

SRINAGAR: Three persons were
killed and 19 others injured
after a cloudburst struck near
the base camp of Amarnath
vatra along the shorter 16-km
Baltal route to the cave shyine
in central Kashmir's Gander-
bal district, officials said on
Saturday.

Two other persoss are mis-
sing after the cloudburs! iast
night.

However, the yatra is going
on smoothly from the ardu-
olis track along with the tra-
ditienal  45-km  Pahalgam
route in Anantnag district,
the officials said.

Authorities have allowed
over H300 pilgrims to proceed

towards the shrine from the .

Baltal bage camp,

“So far three bhodies were
recovered which include that
of a girl, aged 13 and a boy,
aged 12. At least 19 others
have sustained injuries and
two have gone missing,” the
official said.

“Fhe cloudburst strack
niear the Baltal base camp and
water eniered some lenis
there,” the officials said, add-
ing those present at the camp
were moved io safety after

Vehicles stuck in the slush and mud after a cloudburst struck at Baltal near
the base camp of the Amarnath Yatrd - poto: spEciay ARRANGEMENT

the cloudburst,

The officials said the de-
ceased persons were not pil-
grizms but were camping at
Baltal to earn their livelihooad.

The officials  identified
them as cobbler Deepak Ku-

mar {35} of Delhi and shoesh-
iners Pooja and Vikram, both
residents of Rajasthan.

in the morning, 11 persons
were reported missing but
malority of them reported fo
the base hospital One of

them was found in a critical
conditios and was iaken to
Srinagar for specialised treat-
ment, the officials said. They
said two persons are still re-
ported missing and efforts
are on to trace them, — PTI
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SUMMER SPLASH: Children beat the keat &t Boat Ciub in New Dethi on Saturday.
TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGLARWAL

Sultry weather persists _
™ {t was a hot and humid dayforthe Deli- | for tomorrow, with a possibility of rain,

Il ites, with the merciry seftling at 36.6°C - ;
' ! “The sky will be cioudy tomorrow.
three notches above the normal. Light rain or thundershowers right
® "The maximum temperature was ocecur in a few areas,” he said.
recorded at 36.6 C three notches above M The maximum and minimum tempera- ?
the normal. The minimum ternperature tures are fikely to settie around 36 and
settled at 27.3°C," a Met official said, : Y
! | 26, respectively, Yesterday, the max-
® The humidity levels osciflated | imum and minimum temperatures
between 53 and 81 per cent, The were recorded at 36.5°C and 27.8°C
| weatherman has predicted cioudy sky respectively, — Pt
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Vehicles stuck in slush after a

flash flood struck the Baltal base

camp for the Amarnath yatra on Friday SVENing. F1l

Three dead, 7 missing
in Baltal flash flood

Ersan Fazii

TREFLINE NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, [ULY 25

At least three persons,
including two children, were
killed and 10 others injured
in a flash flood triggered by
heavy rain and 4 cloudburst,
at the Baifal base camp of
the Amarnath yatra Friday
late night.

The dead were identified
as Deepak Singh of Delhi;
Pooja (13) and Vikram (12)
from Rajasthan, Seven per-
sons, including one each
from Rajasthan and Mad-
hya Pradesh, were washed
away in the flood,

The victimg belonged to
two families which had set
up roadside kiosks. Nearly
50 tents and shops and the
parking area outside the
main gate of the Baltal
base camp were badly dam-
aged. A large number of
vehicles were under the
slush at the camp.

A search and rescue opera-
tion was launched by the
Army, JXK police, disaster
relief teams and Central
Armed  Police personnel
besides the Yatra camp diree-
tor and sentor officials,

Governor NN Vohra, chair-
man of the Shri Amarnath
Shrine Board (SASB), today

reviewed the situation at Bal-
{al, 118 km from Srinagar He
announced an ex-gratia relief
ofRs 1 lakh fornext ofthe kin
of thethree killed, Nmmeofthe
10 injured were discharged
from the base hospital today.
The Governor instructed
officials to ensure best possi-
ble medical treatment 1o a
erifically  injured, Abdul
Karim Shopian, a penywalla,
whot has been admitted o
SKIMS, Srinagar

The  Sonamarg-Ghumrt
stretch of the Srinagar-Leh
highway has been closed to
vehieular traffic following
the damage caused by sever-
al landslides. The SASB
chairman directed the Bor
der Road Organisation to
ensure the earliest possible
openmng of the road.

Meanwhile, the pilgrim-
age 10 Amarnath continued
from both the Pahalgam
and Ballal routes today. At
Jeast 2,940 persons left from
Chandanwari Access Con-
trol Gate and 1,276 persons
from the Domel Access Con-
trol Gate, Helicopter servie-
es from both Pahalgam and
Neeigrath helipads are oper-
ating uninierruptedly Over
2,200 yatris had paid obes
sance at the Holy Cave by 12
noon today,
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. nbridled consfitiction has choked
Y much of Mumbal's open spaces
" which have acted as basins for run-
+ off rainwater for centuries. Unfor
ween’. tumately; despite the devastating
deluge <>f Judy 26, 2005, Mumbai seems fo have
learntnolessonsatall

Public authorities, especiaily the BMC, has
alowed rampant construction activity in al
ready-congested areas post-26/7 with barely
any thought to the fast-vanishing open spaces
in the city, Experts are worried that the recent
changes in Jaw (a 2011 Coustal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) amandment said consiruction can be
permitied within 100metre of any srea defined
452 bay; the earfier resiriction was 500m} ) will
further dilute CRZ Jaws and lead toeven greater
fleoding inthe daysfocome,

“Tt is fragic that neither the Maharashtra

governmernt, nor the BMO nor MMRDA have |,

learntanythingfrom the 26/7 disaster” said De-
i Goenka, executive frustee of the Consorva:
tion Action Trust.

“Unplanned reclamation, construction of
buildings, and diverting thecourse of the Mithi
river were the main factors responsible for the
tragedy. The construction activities are still
contimuing unabated,” headded.

Goenka said the BMC, through its 8RIM.
STOWAD project, is destroying mungroves and
creating space for more buildings to come up.
“All the requests flooding the Bombay high
court today for the destruction of mangroves
arencw comingfrom government agenciesand
builders. In fact, the situstion today is so bad
thateven H0mmof rain inaday throwsthecity
outof action, and people are getting kifled due
o landslides, electrocution and flood bornedis-
eases such as leptospirosis,” hesaid,

Goenka warned the proposed constal road
will aggravate the problems of poor drainage
and will lead to greater flooding of the city dur
ingthemonsoons.

Environmentalist Rishi Agarwal said even
after the 2005 deluge, Iie was not stire whether
the rhetoric woilld fransiate into transformed
thinking towards flood management.

“And | think we have cewly not done
enough sinee then or even to understand water
and flooding adeguately: Even afiera ¢lear real-
ization that tampering withecosystomsiikethe
Mithi fiood basin pluyed a ey role in the floods,
we continue 1o plan infrastraciure in water
sheds like Aarey. Large amounts of plastic and
garbagearedumped infoournutiaheand rivers
avery day Instead of controlling ali this witha
good solid waste management policy BMC and
other authorities ure more interested in wast-
ing public funds on unnecessary exercises like
dredging and building retaining walls where
they are not needed. The city is increasingly
more concretized, leading 10 new food zones
emerging or worsening like in central Mum-
bai," hesaid.

Architeet and housing expert Chandrash-
ekhar Prabhy said the mill lands of central
Mumbai are a prime example of how rash con
struction has led tonew flooding spots.

“T'he five dozen miils eartier had Lukes and
pords mside and the entire rain water either
percolatedor went underground. Today thisen
tire yain water floods the streets after these
ponds were filled up for construction,” he said.

“Theresultisevery developmentand FSIin:
creasecontributes to flooding. There is a direct
fink between increase in the rate of develop-
ment, nrbanizationand ficoding”, satd Prabha
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SRINAGAR: Torrential raip

across Jammu and Kashisiron 21, R O S witnessed 17 mm rainfall gt
Thursdayledtolandslidesand ~ PAITIKAr cancels visitto Drass - 11:30 am. The heavy rainfall
causedwaterlogginginseveral  Torvential rain inKashmir forced cancellation of the scheds waterlogging in several areas
parts and damage 1o some visit.of Diferae Mirister Manohar Barrikacan y of the city.

houses here, ' ' The Me'T office hasforecast

Policesaid the rain triggered withtspend rain for three more
tandslides in Ladakh region daysinthe Valley. Therain also
whichieft 130 tourists stranded damaged standing crops and
on the Lebh-Manali roadway, hanging fruits in Kashmir,

“The tourists rekked I5 km Meanwhile, reporis said con-
to a bus point, from where dis- nectivity to far-off hamiets in
trict administration officials the mountainous Peda and
and 2 police team escorted Kishiwar districts of Jarsma re-
them to Leh,” a police : gion was also snapped due to
spekesrﬁansaidhere. ; ititer eysaid. 00 o the heavy rainfall,

The heavy rainfall also hit 1 : T : NG . Several villages were inun-
the Amarnath Yatra on the tra AT ST T T S ST A dated as rivulots started over.
ditional Pahalgam route as traresumed from Baltal route  The inclement weather has  flowing because of heavy down-
the pilgrimage was suspended  in Sonamargwhich wasaffect-  hit the twin vatra routes badly  pour in various areas in

| forsomehoursinthemorning  ed by landslides for several overthe past five days. Kishtwar, reports added,
| dueto slippery tracks, The ya-  days. A meteorological (MeT)de- DM News Service
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BALANCING ACT: Villagers crass Chandri river using makeshift wooden bridge at Chandrigam in south Kashmir's Pulwama
district on Thursday. The concrete bridge and some other foot bridges on the river were washed away recentiy, pr|

Heavy rain causes landslides in J&K

parment official said Srinagar
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= Vphicles stuck inthe méd after a cloudburst '
. mmumm o 2l '%aeﬁm.mﬂwbmemofmmﬂﬂa{m
while two others wers reported missing after the

people wers killed and 19 others wers injured,
invident. WASEEM ANDRAB) / KT PHOIO
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Monsoon claims five lives,

CHENNA, DHNS: Heavy
rains influenced by the
south-west monsoon con-
tinue to batter Tami! Nady
for the past two days, Hiliing
five people and paralysing
normal life across the state.

The state's reservoirs are
also receiving significant water
mflow as a resalt of the south-
west morisoon that remains ae-
tive over the southern region.

Almost afl the districts, in-
chuding Chennai, experienced
heavy rains as the Met depart-
ment forecast further rains in
the next two days,

Penmneriin Tiruvallar districe
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registered the heaviest rains of
1} e i the last 24 hours, fol-
lowed by Kaveripakkam in Vel-
fore district that recorded O con
rains,

Twodiedin Dharmapuri dis-
tricy due 10 electrocution, a
woman in Tiruvanamalai dis-
trict lost her life to thunder
strike and two more died in
Karur in: wall ¢oliapse as the
death toll reached five since
MONSeoN rains intensified,

“Under the influence of the
South-west monsoen, iselated
heavy rain will oceur afl over
Famii Nadus, especiaily over the
state’s coastal region in the

next 48 hours”, Met depart-
mens sources kere said on Fri-
day evening,

Meanwhile, water leve! in
Mettur's Staniey reservoir
crossed the 90 feet mark,
thanks tothe heavy infiow from
neighbouring Karnataka, The
reservoir remains Neline for
the Cauvery delta farmers in
Tamil Nadu, “Inflow in Metaisr
dam increased in the last fow
days due to heavy rains in Kar-
nataka. Water evel at the
reservoir as on Friday morning
i 92.2 feet and is expected to
¢ross 100 feet in the next few
days against its total capacity

paralyses TN
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of 120 feet,” a senior PWD-wa-
eF resources organisation of
ficial said here,

“Hf the flow continues at this
pace for the next 48 hours, the
storage wauld even go past 100
feet and we wili be able to re-
fease warer for the delta farm-
ers,” the official added.

Water inflow is significantin
several reservoirs located on or
near the Western Ghats such
as Muflaperiyas, Vaigai, Shola-
yarand Aliyas, while storagein
Manimuthar dam across
Tamirabarani  river in
Tirunelveli is also witnessing a
steady rise,
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- for the project till
- further directions
- come from the
. Supreme Court

 August 2014 (May2015 | June 2015

May 2014

The Ministry of

. Environment and
Forests has decided
to defer clearance

PROJECT DETAILS

Supreme Court grants Standing Comimittee for National Board l Tamil Nache government’s | MoEF refusesto cOST SITE

liberty to TN, and Kerala | for Wildiife gives nod to carry out EIA | Interocutory Applica- | consider the proposal

to approach it if they study i 10 km radius for new dam. 1t | tioninOriginal Suitin | for construction of new R5663 366

arcunabletoamiveat | clearly stafes that it should not becon-  § the Supreme Court fisted i dam for consideration crove metres

amicable solution i strued as recommendations for diversion : for July 2015 ° i of Termis of Reference gstimated | downstream
) ; of old dam

Special Correspondent

he Ministry of Environment and
Forests {(MoE¥F) has refused to
even consider for Terms of Ref-
erence {TOR) the Kerala govern-
ment's proposal 1o construct 8 new
dam at Mullaperivar.

Noting that the matter in com-
plete perspective was sub judice,
* the MoFEF decided to defer the pro-
posal for grant of scoping clearance
to the project tif! further directions
from the Supreme Court. With this
clear rejection, the Kerala gov-
ernment will now have to wait for

orders from the Supreme Court

to construct a new dam at Mul-
laperiyar, veplacing the existing
120-vear-old dam. The Kerala gov-
erament had cited safety issues as
the reason for reconstruction.
_ When the propoeal came up be-
" fore the MoEF’s expert apprais-

was pending.
Ai‘ier the clear- CATCHMENT
ance from the AREA OF

mittee of Na-
tionat Board for
“Wildlife for con-
ducting Environ-

wnent Impact Stud-
fes, the Tamil Nadu 52§<84
government filed an  ° qu‘i m &
Interlocutory Applica- {Kerala}
tion in Original Suit in the _ 114
Supreme Court on May 12, 2015. Periyar
The Supreme Court had directed " Tiger
Tamil Nadw's application be list- Reserve | (Tamil Nadu)

ed before an appropriate Benchin =~ e
July 2015, i is in this context that SUBMERGENCE AREA

the expert appraisal committee de- 2 2 23
cided to defer the proposal til} fur- : ha

ther direction from the Supreme —

Court. TIME LANO.
The Kerala government had :
put up the proposal for the new 4 years 50
dam as the existing one was about deadline hectares
120 years old. The dam was being for dam of forest
pianned 366 metres downstream of construction land
' theolddamatacostof Rs 663 crore i ——
sl committee for river valley and tobeconstructed in four years. The WATER SPREAO
hydro-electric projects fast month, total land requirement would be. AREA OF OLO OA
the committee observed three legal  about 50 hectares - all forest land. 3 47 5 78 K
points after examining the propos- The total submergence area would ha™
al, Itnoted that the Supreme Court,  be about 22.23 hectares. 25 6 6
in its order dated May 7, 2014,  Accordiug to the proposal, both : ha {new dam)

had granted liberty to the parties the projects were within the Peri-
— the Tamil Nadu and Kerala gov- yar Tiger Reserve and there was no « The Kerala govern-

ernments —.to apply to the court need forrelocation of peopie, -

if they were unable to arrive atan  Mullaperiyar is a politically vol- n:_zn;’];‘ff fﬁ?éﬁf ;Z:\f

amicable solution. regarding the atileissuein both the States. While 53{; as‘ the existing one

new dam. Kerala is bent on constructing a 1 about 120 4 - old
A writ ition filed by Ta new dam considering the safety of was anoy years o _‘__

mil Nadu Benior Engineer lakhs of people living downstream, -

Association against the Union Tamil Nadu isagainst the newdam JRMIIECRL Al
Home Secretary, in the Madras contending that the livelihcod of JRugulegtEoRiH

" High Court Bench, at Madurai,” people in five districts is at stake. completed in four years
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Spell of rain in Mumbai may
continue for two more days

5 RESCUED AS STAIRCASE CRASHES

R

Times News Nerwoic

Mumbai: Several parts of the
city witnessed heavy rain on
Thursday evening. The weather.
men have said the rain spel} is
Tikely to continue for two days,

It has also poured in catch.
ment areas, leading 1o a rise in
lake levels. The lakes now have
around 125 daysof water stock,

The rainfall recorded from
8.30am to 8.30pm on Thursday in
Colaba was 27.4mm and Santa
Cruz 18.7mm. The weathermen
said an offshore trough between
Kerala and Karnataka persists,
and there is an upper air cyclone

over Saurashira, i
“We are expecting this pat M : i
tern of the monsoon to continue A staircase at Swadesh Market crashed

for two davs.” said V K Rajeev in Kalbadevi on Thursday evening

from IMD (Mumbai), ) )
Meunwhile, rainfall recorded | Rainfall on Tharsday
since the beginning of June in (8.30a:8,30pm) in lakes
Colaba has been 995, 7mm and in
Santacruz 1,287 5mm, Colaba  Santacrur | July 23|

Since the time the monseon 18.7mm 125 days

pattern hererevived on July 20af supply

ter along dry spell, the levels re- :
corded atboth ohservatories have T _ ;@3 "'_"\._;f
been above 100mm. e el

The rainfall received at Tulsi N :
Lake in 24 hours (July 22.23) was mm, Bhatsa 32mm and Middle lapsed at Kathadevi at 5.18 pmon
1odmm. At Modak Sagar it was Vaitarna 29.30mm. Thursday, Five stranded persons
S4mm, Tansy 37mm, Vihar Meanwhile, part of a second were rescued but no causalities
53.40mm, Upper Vaitarpa 3280 and third floor stafrcase ‘col  were reported.

|
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Why our prog

Bharat Dogra

§ elentific progress implies gain

i i helter mnderstunding of

S nnture o ensure that the needs

T of haman beings and a3 other
fogms of life are met on a sus-
tainable basis, without exces:
Sively disturbing (and pertaindy
ot destroying) the fifenurtur-
ing eonditions of pature aed hey
many Kinds of habitats This is
achiieved by improvise under
standing of how the various
aspects of natupe-exist, work
and Interact with each othern

If' the path of scientiic
progress is defined inthis way
then i is very clear that
humankind s ned following His
patle. In recent years haman
beings have ruthdessty destroved
neture. There is need for wider
avceptanee of this rilure so that
grave mistakes of the past can
e admitted and we can embark
ar: b selentifie progress,

For exaple the foremost
step i a selentifle study of &
river dystem isto form compre-

‘hensive understanding of what
important envirommental role
theriver and jt= tributaries per-
form in maintaining te balince
of natere and how Ash and
other forms of Tife flourish in
these rivers and thedr inenedinte
sitrroundings. This should of
cowrse include an understard.
g of how varlbus Buman set-
ternents around riversobtain
various life mad livelihood bene-
fits from vivers,

On the basis of this under
stambing, seientific propress
consists of ensuring that the life
and livedibood of hwman beings
continte to benefit from river
Mows on o sustainable basis
without harmieg the nstursl
andd envirommental fanetions of
river sysietns and without
thregtening Ash and other fems
of life flourishing in and near
rivess.

All issues relating to river
svstems whether & mining,
dams and barrages, rrigation,
hvdel powes, Bood control navi-
gation ete. have to betaken up
i this understanding snd onty
then can we say that scientific
progress is taking place _

But what is taking place is
nod af all scientific. Although
Bighly quatified enginesry and
seologists may beinvolved, what
15 eggentislly taking plaee in
miast places 19 a reciless violn.
tinh of Seientific strdy and
progress. Quite often big busi-
ness Tnterests take declsions
which are most Ricrative for
them, and then somehow 3 cover

is provided for this with cookad
g scientific’ dudies,

Such Is the sxpsricnce of
ot only Fiver systems bt siso
most siher areas and contexts,
in the case of apriculiure, per-
hups the mest imporiant aspect
ina scienific stady of wstain
able agriculiure is (o under-
stand how pature works to
maintain soit fertility This is
described here in the words of
Sailendrn Ghosh, s wriler who
repeatedly emphasised fhe need
for oxganic agricuiture.

He wrole, “Let'sFirst take g
ok ut the bounties of antare in
an undisropted system. Firstly
nature has made ample provi-
sions fior the sapply of miwagen
throtgh the root system in o
varietyof ways Rains wash
dowi the nitropen generated by
thader. Bacteria in the podules
of leguminass plants capture
aitrogen from the atmesphers
and i it into the soif Sodo
some [erns, some forms of e
and sume generaof free living
bacteria, Varions genera bave
heen endowed with this quality
50 that this opemiion conld con.
ti under differing condi-
tions, Probably the mast imipor-
tang source of sapply of nitr-
gen asalse of other nutriesits is
the decomposition of apimal
nnd phant wastes. This s done
by decomposer bacteria and
fung.”

Animals eliminate excess
organic phosphorus by exeret-
ing phesphoromis seits in nrine
Also present are phosphatising
bacteria, Sailen Ghosh savs, to
convert phosphorss into stable
formsof phosphate salis which
remain botnd with soil, At the

ress 1S unscientific

beginning of rains, the mineral-
isation of organic matter reless-
es phosphates for upiake by the
pEanLs,

Fu ther Ghosh wrisss, “ for
the supply of all other macro
At mdcronstrients asalso of
vikmnin and plant growth pro-
moting substances, there are
elaborate arrangements in nat-
wrad soil systems The soil
shounds in countless brms of
miero organisms - bacleris,
fungi, virussy, protozos, yeasts,
gae ste, to perform different
but terrelated fmotions. Each
produces differoi Kindsaf
enzymes by whichal stand to
benedit”

Toensbie this beaisifis bt
complex patural system tocarey
out s work of mainteining lend
fertiliy we should protect forest
eover inand around agricaiar.
al Tields, we should refasn
organic waste tosoit and we
should choose earelidiv mixed
cropping and rotation sysiems,

Wien @l these me-honow
e practices of maintaining
soil fertiliy e neplscted, soil
Fertiiity is impeded, The soliti-
oit Hes in cormeting these mis.
ikes, not inappiving chemical
fertiimers beeause chomicals

ddistarb and disrupt the netuml

process i numerous ways, For
examplis chemical Srming ks
exrthwerms, whom Chardes Dar-
win endled “the bulders of oivil
Isations" and whe play an invele
abie role In protecting and main-
tining the fertiity of and.
However orgaic rming

should ot be egiated just with
‘nivrchemicalisation as, in the
words of Ghosh, “Organic farm-
ing means [rming in the spirit

of organicrelationship When
vou say s, it opens up & whaole
vista, e nature, organic rels
tienship is a pervasive phoesom-
eiron, Eversthing is connected
with everything else. . Sines
oreasic frming means plicing
farming on istegral velation:
ships, we have o know the rela-
tionsivip between the sofl, water
and plaznts, between soil, soil
microbies and waste produsts,
between the vegetable kingdom
and the aniral Kingdors, of
which tie apex animal jsthe
bhuman belng, between agricul-
ture and fovestry bet ween sofl,
witter and atmosphere ofe, It s
the todality of these mlaion-
ships that is the bedrock of
organic farming,”

Thisis the seieatific
uppraach, but motivated inter
eststervene in policy making
so that only those policies which
favour chemical feriilisersare
promuoted,

Lemgding economist Ashok
Rudra nated. “The policy of the

‘Governmentof Indin with

respect fo soll nutrients sinee
the begirining of the sixties has
been ane of vast and continnous
expinsion of theuse of chemi-
cal fertiliser by all possibie
menns. All the policy instra-
ments in the hands of the gov-
errment, such as import oo
trol, industriad lieensing policy;
flssd poliey, price control polley
ete, have been applicd in o cop
certed manser 50 08 toachiove
that alm.” Further hesaid,
“There has however heen na
netieeable effort whatsoever far
the maximum maobilisation of
organic manurisl resourees”
Even the goverment's own

econamie survey abmittd, “The
easy svaiiability of chemicad fer-
tlisers has tended to reduce the
attention which far mers, agri-
cultural serentists and adminis
rators sinst continue to devate
fr organic manures and plant
meaterials”

The green revolution phase
has generally tnvolved the
sprezd of 1ntensive monecal-
fures, but thisis harmfil for the
Iomg term fortility of Tand, As
the World Resouroes Heport
(WRE) savs : “Sails under inten-
sive manoculiure tery to kose
arganic matter and their ability
o refain moisture thus becom:
g meee suseeptible (o erasion
and ubtimately losing their for-
tility and productivity” Soresd
o imtemive monocalture gener-
aly invelves a Righer reliance
on chemical pesticides. A very
small part of the pesticide
applied on a feld - less than o
Pir cent in many Inscetieides
aeiuaily resehes its tirped
organism. The restplavethe
roleof polluting the b and
water poisoning binds and other
forms of 1, As WRRsays,
“whalesale elimination of help-
ful soll dwelling insects and
micro organisms that build soil
and plant purition sometimes
ovenrs, essentially sterilising
thesoit ™

The World Resources Heport
has stated cleardy that in the 59
years sinee pesticide use became
wildespread, the percentapge of
crop oss fram pest damaye has
wot measurably dechined.
Inzets, weeds and plant dis-
eases stll claim 38 to 35 per cont
of total crep production - abont
the same percentage sstimated
fon thee pre-chomical age. Today
wore than 58 insect and mite
Spedies ave Rnane (o o o
more insecticides, 1553 weeds arp
resiatant to oneor more herhi

gudes and 150 plant pathogens

fwre reststant W fungicides.

Such evidence reveals how
i most erucial ssuss selating &
agriculire the sciontifie
mpproach has been abandoned 1o
vield place to highly unscientifie
approach uder the impact of
motivated inferests

Such exnmples can no don-
bt e multipted, i the sssence
of the argument is toemphasise
that in Mmast potiev-ralated
s impacting millions of
people, the scientifie appeonch 15
being saerificed an the altar of
commeree and gresd.

TH WRITER 05 A FREE.LARNE JOLBmai st )
HAEEEEN NWCHSED WTH VIR S0
HTRINES AROHIYEBNENTS.






