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2,100

low-lying villages submerged

' 100,000

hectares of crop damaged

220 relief camps and 130

distribution centres opened
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0%
of Kaziranga National Park,

~ home to two-thirds of the
world’s endangered one-horned

| rhinoceroses, under water

! PARTS OF national and state

highways inaccessible slowing

down rescue and food u A rhino calf swims through flood waters at Baghmari village near
distribution operations. Kaziranga National Park near Guwahati on T : P11
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STUCK IN DELHI Commuters left stranded as even app-based cabs were in short supply in the city
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+ htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Commuters had a
harrowing time on Tuesday as
85,000 autos and 18,000 taxis went
off road following an indefinite
strike called by their unions.
Even app-based cabs were not
available as the strike led to a
huge demand. The auto and taxi
drivers have declared an indefi-
nite strike against the app-based
taxi services.

“1 waited for an auto for
around 15 minutes and then got
the information about the strike
and headed to catch the bus. But
on reaching Delhi Cantonment,
near Sadar Bazar, the bus broke
down and I was stranded. Finally,
I booked a cab and reached
office,” said Sugandha Sharma,
a resident of Janakpuri.

The auto strike was made
worse in parts of the city due to
the rain and the resultant DTC
bus breakdowns. The Delhi
Traffic Police received complaints
of 86 breakdowns on Tuesday.

Delhi transport minister
Satyendar Jain termed the strike
a BJP-sponsored protest.

“This strike is being man-
aged by people from BJP. It is
a BJP-sponsored strike and we
have already written to Delhi
Police asking them to take action
against any rowdy elements.
Only 2% to 4 % auto drivers are
on strike,” said Jain.

» People wade through a waterlogged road in East Delhi’s Ganesh Nagar on Tuesday.

WHERE DELHI DROWNED

P b 1;1 Gl
! | 'Rﬁl | '.!"

e - - e et
. .?: i » L :'-..‘_ Crr r-__ rE_;-. i,

.
x
|

DELHI MY _

Jain said that shutting down Roh;m %
the app-based services was not in
the government’s hand. Mundiaiirart

Reacting to the charge, leader 10 .. pNangloi
of opposition, Vijender Gupta ‘ |
said chief minister Arvind Uttam Vikaspuri
Kejriwal should stop Nagar =«

v e * #
politics and do some- Janakpuri . .
thing about the strike. Najafgarh
“Citizens are suffering
due to the strike during

heavy rainy season. The

strike has endangered

safety of lakhs of students

and women,”’ Gupta said.
Twenty unions have come

together and formed a Joint Action

Committee to enforce the strike.
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If you are out on
the road where
movement is
affected because
of waterlogqging,
this is where you
can find help:

CONTACT NUMBERS

North MCD
1266, 011-23220010,

East MCD
155303

South MCD
1266, 011-23220006

Delhi Government
1077

To file complaints
regarding traffic

011-25844444

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO
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MORE RAIN
LIKELY TODAY

NEW DELHL: Heavy rain
in several parts of the
city on Tuesday stalled
traffic but brought
respite from the heat.
More rain is expected
on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, cen-
tral Delhi received
lesser rain — 6.4 mm in
Safdarjung - other parts
of the city saw more.

The maximum and
minimum temperatures
were recorded as 35.8
degrees Celsius and 28.6
degrees Celsius, both a
degree above normal.

Delhi has so far seen
7% deficient rains
between June 1 and
July 26. About 246 mm
of rainfall is considered
to be normal till this
time but the city has
received 223.3 mm
rainfall so far.

HTC

Commuters stranded across city
as rain turns roads into puddles

HT Correspondent

5 htrepnrters@hlndustantlme;cun;

NEW DELHI: Light showers on
Tuesday once again led to water-
logging and traffic jams across the
national capital.

Residents and commuters
complained that while the rain
led to puddles and waterlogging,
leaving a large part of the roads
unusable, they feared repetition
of last week’s mayhem inthe com-
ing days.

The Delhi Traffic Police issued
74 Twitter and Facebook alerts
through the day. Commuters
were alerted through the mobhile

application.
Sushil K Dutt tweetedto the traf-

.o - - —— et

fic police handle, “Huge tratfic jam
and the Hamdard Kalkaji stretch,
half the road under water.”

The rain left many stranded
in jams. Heavy rain had caused
massive waterlogging last week.

Long snarls were reported
from Moolchand flyover (towards
Ashram), Vayusenabad, from
Rajdhani Park Metro station
towards Mundka Metro station,
Badarpur border flyover, Savitri
Cinema flyover, Ganesh Nagar to
Nirman Vihar.

Delhi Traffic Police helpline
received complaints of vehicles
getting stuck in potholes on
roads around Shahdara, Patel
Nagar metro bridge and Nand
Nagari Depot.

L N

“ .. Our main aim was to keep
the commuters informed of the
jams across the city so that they
can plan their journeys accord-
ingly,” a traffic official said.

Lack of de-silting of drains is
one of the major reasons behind
waterlogging on city roads.

Civic agencies had claimed
that they had completed the de-
silting of drains a week before
monsoon arrived and introduced
a helpline system to tackle 1ssues
related to waterlogging.

The rain, which continued
periodically throughout the
day, kept the waterlogging hel-
pline busy, with the municipal
corporations receiving close to
30 complaints from across Delhi.



Consultations seek the ‘correct picture’ on upper Ganga dams

BY JAY MAZOOMDAAR

EXPRESS EDITORS INTERPRET

TO DAM or not to dam? That was the ques-
tion asked by the Supreme Court soon after
floods and landslides devastated Uttara-
khand in 2013. The Environment Ministry
set up an expert committee, and subse-
quently told the court in December 2014 that
dams had exacerbated the 2013 disaster.
Ayear and a half later, the Ministry of
Water Resources in an affidavit last month
alsoopposed construction of any more dams
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on the Ganga and its tributaries in Uttara-
khand. This consensus should have settled
the issue. But the Environment Ministry had,
meanwhile, changed its 2014 position.

50, two days ahead of the crudal hearing
scheduled in the Supreme Courton July 13,
counsel for the Union of India wrote to the
Court Registrarand sought “an adjournme nt
by 12 weeks to enable the Government of
India to carry out inter-ministerial consulta-
tions for arrving at a commeon policy frame-
work as the matter involves three min-
istries”, The third Ministry being Power.

Consequently, the case was not listed for
hearing on July 13.

Byallindications, "arriving at acommon
policy framework” seems like a laboured eu-
phemism for what is likely to be a three-
montheffort at justfying a foregone conclu-
sion in favour of more hydel projects in
Uttarakhand.

Soon after it criticiseddams in December
2014, the Environme nt Ministrywas told ata
meeting held at the Prime Minister's Office
In January 2015 that it was “necessary toplace
the correct pictureregarding the cnitical need

of the projects in Uttarakhand for green
power and for livelihoods before the court”.

The PMO also set a one-month deadline
for the Environment Ministry to finalise the
dearance norms for the dams in coordina-
tion with the Power Ministry and the
Uttarakhand government.

50, in February 2015, the Environment
Ministry contradicted its second expert
panel's recommendations by telling the
Supreme Court that the six hydel projects —
which were earlier struck down by the apex
court in the afte rmath of the 2013 disaster —
were “worthy of clearance”. To justify the
volte face, the Ministry setup yet anotherex-
pert panel in June.

Around this time, Minister for Water
Resources Uma Bharti joined the fray and
asked the Central Water Commission to op-
pose the construction of new dams, as the
existing ones were already a challenge to the
ongoing river cleaning mission.

To bridge differences, an inter-ministe-
rial group (IMG) was formed in November
2015 with the Ministers of Environment,
Water Resources and Power as its members.

epaper editions Spaper. indianexpress. com/c/12041510
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Ifthe brief was to build a consensus in favour
of the "“correct picture” suggested by the
PMO, Bhartididn't oblige.

In an email to then Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar on)anuary 5, 2016 — the
day the Environment Ministry shared its
draft affidavit with other IMG members —
Bharti pointed out that she was "unable to
understand how the policy deasion of the
government as stated in the draft affidavit
was arrived (at)” because an inter-ministe-
rial committee under the Secretary, Water
Resources, was yetto file its report.

Disregarding Bharti's objections, the
Emvironment Ministry, however, went ahead
and submitted its affidavit before the
Supreme Court, recommending five of the
six stalled projects. Further, referring toa con-
sensus on the Ganga's water requirement ar-
rived at a conference held in Haridwar in
1916, the affidavit proposed to clear any hy-
del project that did not take the natural flow
of the river below 1,000 cusecs.

However, based on media reports of
Bharti's objections that were brought to its
notice, the apexcourt asked both Powerand

Water Resources to file their own affidavits.
In May, the Power Ministry obliged, backing
the Environment Ministry’s January 2016 af-
fidavitin favour of hydel projects.

In its affid avit submitted last month, the
Water Resources Ministry, however, referred
to the recommendations of various expert
committees set up by the Environment
Ministry in the past to conclude that “amy fur-
ther projects will have a substantial impact..
leading to severe damage for the fresh wa-
ter resources base” and “if the origin of the
Ganga is compromised, then the rejuvena-
tion of the river will be impossible”,

Underlining the need to review clear-
ances accordedtovarious hydel projects, the
affidavit asked for acumulative study “of all
the projects for assessing the cascade for-
mation as well as the natural flow of the
river”. It also cautioned that the "region
around these projects is located in the geo-
logically unstable and seismically active
area” and any mishap "“will have a devastat-
ing effecton the people, flora and fauna and
onthe entire eco-system”,

These concerns echo the conclusions

drawn by the Environment Ministry in its
affidavit filed on December 5, 2014: *, . Large
& small hydro power projects on the Ganga
& her tributaries all over the Himalayas are
athreattothe aviral dhara of the Ganga. The
absence of this is leading to a serious threat
to the biodiversity of the Himalayan ecol-
ogy..anthropogenic activities (have) alsoled
to massive over-exploitation of the local en-
vironment, thereby loosening the top soil
and making the region susceptible to land-
slides and flashfloods.”

It seems odd that the government should
be caught trying to bypass the collective wis-
domand scienfific insights of its own expert
committees that formed the basis of twoaf-
fidavits, filed 17 months apart by two differ-
ent Ministries, but were united in their rec-
ommendations. Minister Bharti would be
counting on the new incumbent in the
Environment Ministry, Anil Madhav Dave,
her former aide from Madhya Pradesh and
fellow river conservationist, to back her
through the “inte Fministenal consultation”.

jay. mazoomdaar @expressindia com
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Water level has risen further in the Godavari on Monday, submerging the
Rayapatnam bridge, which connects Karimnagar and Adllpbad. Officials have
stopped vehicles from plying on this old bridge and has dn{erted them to a new
bridge. Police deployed securitymen at both ends of the bridge and has evacuated

familes whase houses got submerged in the flood. —=DC
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"~ _KAZIRANGA CAUGHT BETWEEN HIGH WATER AND HELLISH HIGHWAY

— mn ——rr . -r-r--—- e oA

'.‘r.d‘"“\- 'F.-“ﬂl- -I' ':.I'

- M, et s e el ey .

A i = o m—r —r— r o= rm

A g L YRR PR - g oy e = — = =" -

—— o g

=t N 1
I —r . i
H . 3__ :.'r ‘-.-— ?. }_“-h: - H
- T e . -1
g ;;‘L - a
M Wt R R .
L N e e L it ol it

Floodwaters have submerged large swathes of the Kaz:ranga Natlonal Park in Assam,
sending animals scrambling for safe terrain. The picture on the left shows a forest guard
regulating traffic on National Highway 37 at Kaziranga to allow deer to flee the flooded
park and cross over to the hills of Karbi Anglong on Monday At least 50 deer talﬂng refuge

on the hlghway have dled after being h1t by speedmg vehlcles. The plcture on the rlght
shows deer trying to swim to safety on Sunday. On Monday, the carcass of arhino was h
found in the water at Kaziranga’s Agoratoli range. Many animals, especially hog deer;, have
been rescued and shifted to a rehabilitation centre. Pictures credit: Wildlife Trust of India
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Calcutta, July 25: Heavy
rains in north Bengal and
Assam have damaged the tea
crop, with many gardens
washed away by flood.

“The situation in north
Bengal is very bad because of
incessantrains for the last sev-
eral days with many bushes
under water,” Sujit Patra,
joint secretary of the Indian
Tea Association (ITA), said.

“The tea industry both In
Assam and Bengal is foresee-
ing grim days ahead, faced
with the onslaught of natural
calamities resulting in lesser
crops,” PK.Bhattacharjee, sec-
retary-general of the Tea As-
sociation of India (TAI), said.

Andrew Yule, Goodricke
and Luxmi Tea are among
those with gardens in Bengal.

Sunil Munshi, chairman
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GROUND REALITY

®Assam and north Bengal'
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®Production in Assam
had dipped 11% to 31

million kg in April
_because of rains

LAY TR I P e TR IR T L, HEaEddFHEF

oln Darjesling, Apnl output
fell 28% because of dry
weather in May

end managing director of
Andrew Yule, said two of its

gardens — Banerhaat and
Karaballa -— were 35 inches
under water.

“The rains have caused
huge damage not only to the
crop, but also to labour lines,”
Munshi added.

Arun Singh, CEO and MD
of Goodricke, said, “The situa-

Feligvop;

'Rains hit tea output

tion in north Bengal is grave.
Flood water has entered the
gardens and workers’ colony.”
According to the ITA, the
river bed has risen bhecause of
silting and lack of dredging.
Further, rainwater from
Bhutan flowing down through
Dooars are depositing huge

amounts of dolomite, making

the soil unsuitable for planta-
tion.

“River embankment of
Leesh river has eroded 3
hectares of land. Help has been
sought from the West Bengal
government,” Patra said.

Last year, production in
north Bengal, except Darjeel-
ing, was around 315 million kg.
Patra said this time, the crop
would be much lower:

The TAI said the districts
of Jorhat, Golaghat and Shiv-
sagar received double the
rainfall than last year.
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n increase in massive

A::lownpours has complete-

y altered farming in Ma-

lin village in Pune district, and

made daily life a precarious
affair.

Once, rain was a consistent

pitter-patter on the roof over

several months, says Sanjayku-
mar Zanjare, an eight-genera-
tion farmer here. Now it is more
likely to be heavy spells of in-
cessant rain within a span of a
few days or weeks.

This month, there was heavy
rainfall for two days and there
have been hardly any showers
for the last seven to eight days,
said Zanjare who has a degree
in agricultural science. The er-
ratic rain, resulting run-off and
soil erosion have compelled
farmers to stop cultivating
many crops, including finger
millet (nachni), urad and paddy,
says Zanjare, who owns 18 acres
of land.

Then there’s the danger: Two
years ago, on July 30, a cloud-
burst triggered a landslide in the
Western Ghats, destroying
homes and taking lives—includ-
ing Zanjare’s grandmother. This
is one of 20 villages that have
been identified as at risk.

26 [+//6

Rain has \irr“"éuﬁght perll
upon this Pune village

Villagers.also haveto grapple
with increase in temperature
during summer. As in other
places, poorly planned develop-
ment has added to the problem.
Deforestation has reduced green
cover in the area. “Earlier, it
would not be so hot during'sum-
mer as the forest cover would
protect us from the heat. Now,
there is a perceptible rise in tem-
perature,” he says. “The uproot-
ing of trees also loosens up the -
soil, leading to frequent land-
slides during heavy rainfall.”

These perilous weather
changes have compelled the vil-
lagers to suggest safety meas-
ures in and around their houses.
“We have to raise a safety wall
for those living close to hillsides.
Besides, houses need to be built -
on extra solid and robustly
moulded plinths and the roofs
need to be strong enough to
stand a heavy downpour,” said
Zanjare,

TERI projects minimum tem-
peratures to increase particu-
larly in Pune, among other plac-
es, which will have an adverse
effect on some crops. While ex-
treme rainfall is not expected to
go up here as much as in some
other districts, deforestation in

~ theregion and a treacherous hill

topography makes even small
increases important.
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CO’RRESPONDENT

TEZPUR July24 Floodwa - Bhumuraguri and Rajgar pan-

ters of the tnibutaries of River | chayats have been facing the
Brahmaputra, including Jiab- -

harali, Gabharu, Belsiri and caused by-the Brahmaputra

Panchnoi, have submerged
many areas of Somtpur district.
According to information avail- |
able, the Jiabharali river has

flooded Bhumuraguri, Kachari-
pam and Rajgar villages and as
aresult, all the paddy fields have
been submerged. Moreover,
due to the gradual rise of the
water level of the Jiabharali, the
people of other villages like
Bihiagaon and Tengabasti are in
a state of pafiic as hundreds of
hectares of agricultural fields
have been inundated.

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

el )

problem of severe erosion

and Jiabharali rivers, due to
which they. have been forced
to shift to places.

The flood has also affected
horticultural fields, leading to
ahike in the prices of vegeta-

bles in the local markets. Ac-

- cording to the Water Resourc-

es Departmcnt here, the Dr-
pota river has also caused se-
rious flood and erosion prob-
lems Il any areas.

Moreover, the Panchnoi,
Belsiri and Gabharau nvers
are also 1 a spate. '

Tinsukia flood scene grim

CORRESPON DENT

TINSUKIA, July 24: Due to
Incessant rainfall since the last
few days in Tinsukia district
and the catchment areas of
Arunachal Pradesh, the water
level of Riveér Brahmaputra
and its tributaries namely, Di-
bru, Dhola, Doomdooma, Na
Dihing, Buri Dihing, etc., has
risen to the danger mark, in-
undating various places today.

Floodwaters have entered 11

revenue villages of Guijan
area, including the Dibru-
Satkhowa National Park under

- the Tinsukia Revenue Circle,
five villages of the Doom-
dooma Revenue Circle and 23
villages under the Margherita

“Revenue Circle, inundating

about 500 hectares of land and
affecting about 20,000 people.

The district admunistration
has set up 10 relief camps at
the Margherita subdivision
and all the flood-affected peo-
ple have been provided with
essential commodities like
rice, lentils; salt, etc. Medical

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

and veterinary services, too,
have been activated in the

flood-ravaged areas. -
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Times News NeTwork sdbn trough was active and

New Delhi; After é hot and hu- UPon Tuesda
mid spell, Delhj is set to receive “The next three to four days
moderate to heavy rain intheco-  will gee 800d rain over the areq

ming few days. The city and its and there may be a few spelis of
r_leighbourmg‘hareas withessed heavy rain too,” he said.

{ light to moderate showers on Ty- The regiona] Weather fore-
4 esday afternoon with Faridabad cast centre in Delhi said that
1 recordinga high of 63mm. moderate rain — from 29 to

“Conditions have become fa- 60mm — can be expected at g
vourable to revival of rain over  few places over Delhi and the
i northwest India, Including the NCRon July 28 and 29.
| -~ hills, There is g cyclonic circyla- This coming speil win be the

tion over the northern parts of  third for thismonth July has seen

Maharashtra ang adjoining  good rainfall sofar. Against a hor-
parts of Madhya Pradesh. This mal of 1094mm for the entire

will move over egst Rajasthan month, the city had already recor-
and its adjoining areag shortly  ded 237.8mm till Tuesday evening,
The southwesterly winds from Tuesday, like the past few days,
Arabian Sea will converge with startedonanexn-emelyhumidno
the easterly winds from Bay of te but shortly after noon, parts of
Bengal over Rajasthan and Guja-  centrg] Delhi received moderate
rat, and then move towards Ha- showers, followed by east and
ryana and Uttar Pradesh Whe-  north Delhj The Safdarjung ob.
never two streams converge, the Servatory recorded 4.6mm betwe-
Intensity, duration and coverage en 8.30am and 0.30pm. The maxj.
of rainfall is much higher than mum temperature touched 35.8

When there jsg single system im.- degrees Celsius, one degree above
bactingaregion,” sald BP Yaday, normal while the mini

director, IMD. . 28.6 degrees Celsius, one degree
He also added that the mon- above normal
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1.2 MN DISPLACED BY FLOODS IN ASSAM

Incessant monsoon rains in Assam have forced 1.2 million to leave their water-logged homes

2,100

{ow- Iylng villages submerged

100,000

hectares of crop damaged

22 0 relief camps and 130

distribution centres opened

88,133

flood-hit in relief camps

60%

of Kaziranga National Park,
home to two-thirds of the

world's endangered one-horned
rhinoceroses, under water

PARTS OF nationai and state

highways inaccessible slowing
down rescue and food . A rhlno calf swims throuoh ﬂood waters at Baghmari villaoe near

distribution operations. Kaziranga National Park near Guwahati on Tuesday. PTI
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