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SUNIL SETHI

coined a new - phrase:

Bluffocrats. In a new book
Bluffocracy, part of a series titled
“Provocations”, James Ball, a
journalist, and former civil ser-
vant Andrew Greenway, argue
that their country is overtaken by
chancers — “In a nation run by
people whose knowledge extends
a mile wide but an inch deep;
who know how to grasp the gen-
eralities of any topic in minutes,
and how never to bother them-
selves with the specifics. Who
place their confidence in their
ability to talk themselves out of
trouble, rather than learning how
to run things carefully.”

So who is a top-of-the-line
British biutfocrat, really? Is he —

In Britain, they have just

for the catenoryis predominantly
male—also a buffoon like the for-
mer mayorofLondon and former
foreign secretary, Boris Johnson?
Or a perpetual itinerant like cur-
rent home secretary Sajid Javid,
who has held seven jobs in six
years? Or George Osbomne, a
prominent editor with a few
weeks' experience in journalism?

In a forceful, often rollicking
ride the authors take you through
a broad swathe of the political,
bureaucratic and media estab-
lishment populated by figures
unable to.come to grips with gov-
ernance. Their caustic findings
are holstered by polemical con-
clusions. A biufflocrar is “some-
one who knew how to come up
with a headline-grabbing idea,
and how to make it sound con-
vincing and radical — but didn’t
ever have the faintest idea howto
implement it.”

Bythat definition many mas-
ters of our universe are in com-
petition for ace slots, from
Donald Trump — for his outra-
geous views on everything from
immigration to sexual shenani-
gans — to Russia’s Vladimir
Putin — for his expansionist
dreams — to Turkey's Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Pakistan’s
Nawaz Sharif — for running their

economies into the ground.

If the schoal of bluffers
imcludes those who get to the top
not from deep knowledge but
from delivering "aclever quipora
leftfield surprise arcument.” then
India’s Narendra Modi is the
undisputed Bluffocrat Emeritus,
Anendlessstreamof ill-starred or
half-digested ideas including
demonetisation and GST have
been propped up by a series of wel-
fare schemes — public toilets,
rural electrification and housing,
instant banking and health insur-
anpe — couched in catchy slogans
and drop-dead deadlines, All were
to contribute to the “Achhe Din”
utopia promised in 2014, Lessthan
ten months to the next election
several are a fading mirage.

To the cast of bluffocrats in
public life — described in char-
acteristic British idiom, “as the
same sort of chap with the same
sort of chat”™ — India has the
added distinction of creating a
new class of politician witha nov-
el idea of body language. These
are Hug-o-crats.

Through nuch ofhisterm, the
Indian prime minister was sub-
jected to ridicule for clasping
world leaders close to his4&-inch
chest. Where a polite handshake
oradecorous namaskar or salaam

Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi)

Times of India {A)

Business standard

customary among his compatri-
ots would have sufficed, MrModi
took to embarrassingly deep
clinches. Then Rahul Gandhi
murned the tables with his surprise
hug-and-winkin Parliament. The
latest member of India’s Hug-o-
cracy is Punjab minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu whose unexpected
free hugs to Pakistan's leading
general invited censure from his
chief minister and a jaded public
reaction. The 54-year-old party-
hopping former cricketerand TV
joker is a classic bluffocrat. Well
past his sell-by date, his heyday of
“Sidhu Sixers” onthe pitch orthe
screen consigned to a hazy past,
he depends, like most bluffocrats,
on the dubious gratification of
social media.

- The inescapablelifelineof the
bluffocrat is the numbet of
Facebook page “likes”, Twilter or
TInstagram followers totted up per
millisecond. Party spokespersons
such as Sambit Patra and
RandespSingh Surjewala are pro-
fessional bluffmasters, ficlded for
their acerbic, below-the-belt one-
liners as much for their dexterity
on smartphones.

Their daily slog at pressers,
however, must cede space to the
arresting visual image a bluffocrat
can speedily disseminate. A mis-
placed example of bleeding-heart
solidarity this week came from
bureaucrat-tumed-Union minis-

ter KJ Alphons flashing a picture
afhimseltbedding dowm in a flood
relief camp Kerala. Meanwhile,
Shashi Tharoor, MP from the state
capital, Thiruvananthapuram, a
gilt-edged bluffocrat of high palish
and well-honed lines, hopped a
ride with party leader Rahul
Gandhi on his four-day outing in
Germany, leaving endangered
lives and life-savers to their awn
devices. Anaccomplished bluffo-
crat always knows which side of
his bread is buttered.

Amongthe assertions that the
authors of Bluffocracy make is
that there were few women
bluffocrats that made the cut, per-
haps because men far outnum-
bered women, in this superior
male-entrenched class. In India,
there is the honourable exception
of Textiles Minister Smriti Irani.
She is anitinerant biuffocrat, now
into her third ministry in four
years. Indeed, It would be diffi-
cult to decide where she proved
her mettle better in bluffing skil-
fully, as TV actress or leading light
of the ruling party.

In Britain, the finest flower of
bluffocratsisacknowledged to be
Boris.Johnson, Here is his defini-
tion of how he achieved that hal-
lowed status. “My friends,” he
said, “as T have discovered myself,
there are nodisasters, only oppor-
runities, And, indeed, opportuni-
ties for fresh disasters.”
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ZAll pride, nograce

KARAN THAPAR

don't view pride as a laud-
I able emotion although

when it'sa response to cred-
itable achievements it is, at least,
understandable. But when it’s
not, it appears arrogant and
ungracious, it can prove to be
self-defeating and, often, leave
you looking ridiculous. Sadly, all
three is the case with India's
refusal to accept international
aid in response to Kerala's dev-
astating floods. '

Now I know this is a policy
that stretches back to the
Manmoehan Singh government’s

responseto the 2004 tsunami. It
was also implemented during
th= Uttarakha-d calamity of
2004, S it's b India's prac-
tice for the last decade and a
half. But what’s happened over
Kerala best illustrates why this is
adeeply mistaken response.

Let’s first examine the facts,
According to the Kerala govern-
ment, the state has suffered
damage of nearly 2200 billion.
Over 350 have died; 1.3 million
are in camps: 200,000 houses
destroved. The government has
asked for 26 billion of immedi-
ate relief assistance. In response,
the Centre has given 26 billion
and various state governments
perhaps another #2 billion.
Together that's just about 30 per

cent of what the state believes.

isrequired.

UAE's alleged offer of #7 bil-
lion was a sizeable step towards
filling that gap. Assistance has
also been offered by Qartar,
Thalland and The Maldives. No
doubt others would have helped

as well but they've probably
been choked off,

The first question is a sim-
ple one: Can New Delhi on its
own provide all the financial
assistance Kerala needs and do
s0 prompily? Remember tha
devastated state is in no posi-
tion to wait and be patient, If
the answer is not an unequivo-
cal yes, it's self-defeating to
refuse assistance when you
need it. Those who have suf-
fered will pay the price. Not the
rest of us.

India’s position, articulated
by Dr Manmohan Singh during
the 2004 tsunami, is “we feel
that we can cope with the situa-
tion onourown™ It’s intended to
prove we are a power of sub-
stance and not dependent on
assistance. But the major
economies of the world have
behaved very differently in sim-
ilar circumstances.

At the time of Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, America accept-
ed aid from 150 countries includ-
ing India, UAE, Qatar and
Kuwait gave “very large cash”
donations. Even Bangladesh
pledged $1 million. During the

M.P.Chronicle
Azj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi}

The-Times of Indiz (A)
/ﬁ:iness standard

Fukushima earthquake in 2011,
Japan's doors were open to inter-
national assistance. India was
one of the contributors. The
same was true of China when
the Sichuan earthguake struck
in 20046,

It seems we wish to give but
not accept. Doesn’t that feel
ungracious? Doesn't it smack of
arrogance? The UAE has a spe-
clal relationship with Kerala, It
wishes to share the state's pain
and suffering. This is why it
wants to contribute. This is
also why it’s mean-spirited to
reject its offer, no matter how
politely done.

We may be a fast developing
country but remain a poor one,
Twenty-two per cent live below
the poverty line, defined as a
mere I816 per capita per month
in rural areas and ¥1000 inurban
areas. Perhaps just as many
scratch a living just above it.
Abject poverty is the only phrase
that can accurately describe
their existence. Even when you
take the rest of us into account,
the country’s per capita income
is only $7.060. In contrast, it's
$16,760 in China, $45470 in

Japan and 360,200 in USA,

In our own eyes, we believe
we can do withoutaid but is that
how others see us? I doubr ir.
Though not toour face, I'm sure
they will snigger behind our
backs and think we're being
ridiculous,

The bizarre bit Is that Clause
9 of the 2016 National Disaster
Management Plan envisages the
acceptance of international
assistance. It says: “If the nation-
algovernmentof ancther coun-
try voluntarily offers assistance
as a goodwill gesture in solidar-
ity with the disaster victims, the
Central Government may accept
the offer” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi needs to explain
why he won't. He should also
explain why the Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
says: “Contributions to the
Prime Minister's Relief Fund
and the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund from NRIs, PIOs and inter-
national entitles such as foun-
dations would, however, be wel-
come.” [sthis a case of accepting
money by the back door whilst
refusing it through the fromt? It
certainly feels like thar.
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“Rising costs, shift pay pull down tea industry

PAVAN LALL
Mumbal, 24 August
InJune, theteaindustry was shaken
as theworld'slargest producer Mcleod
Russel moved tosell 11 gardensinabid
toslash debt and consolidate its
business. Nearly twoyears ago,
Duncans,oneof the largest tea
companiesinIndia, shut doors. Now,
growing demand for shift wages for
plantation employeesin West Bengal,
whowant rates revised from %159 to
169, may lead toaslump inthe
industry.

ThePlantations Labour Act
requires workers be provided wages,
health care, food, accommodation
and education for theirchildren.
Assam, which producesclose to 700
millionkilograms of teaevery year,
recently revised wages from 137 to
#1647, Assam had been grappling with
strikes or bandhs thatsaw around 500
of the 800 plus gardens stopwork,
causing billions of rupeesinlosses.
Last week, West Bengal saw unionsgo
onathree-day partial strike.

AzamMonem, director at Mcleod
Russel, said business had come full

| circle from when his firm had bought
| gardens from the Tatasand

Hindustan Unilevet.

“The labour-intensive approach

is back dated. Competition from
| smalltea growersand flat tea prices
at auctionsmakesit hard tosee
growth," Monem added. “The
industry faces the exact predicament
as the rextile industry did duringthe
advent of power looms. The tea
industry is one of the largest
employers after the Indian Railways
witha minimum of 1,000 workers for
| everygarden andaround 700,000

workers in Assam, according to
| industryexperts.

Monem thinksthere are too many

| unions. "Assam hastwo tothree
| unions, but West Bengal , including
| the Docars, have 21 different
|

registered unions inoperation. This

makesany negotiation complex,"he

said. Arijit Raha, secretary general of

theindian Tea Association, said small
| teagrowers whoaccounted foraround
| 15 percentofthetotal productiona
few yearsagonow produce 47 per cent
of thetotal cutput,

Bidvananda Barkakoty,

IN FIGURES
8 |ndia tea produrtion {mn kg)
*India tea exports (mi kgt

128.6 C B3
All India tea aucti
Source: Indjan Tea Association

chairman of the advisory
committee for small teagrowers in
India, said the smaller producers
sell at lower prices. He pointed to
another emerging trend. "The
organised sectorisbuyingtea
leaves from these small players,”
he added.

The Guwahati Tea Auction Centre
broke records by receiving bids for
£40,000akilo for Golden Needle tea.
So,whycan'tthesectorgothe

%

premiumway and push prices higher
by packaging their productsand
pushing mare premium products?
Theconsumer class, which might
spend moneyon teaand beverages is
tinyand restricted to major metros
andinternational markets, said Vivek
Goenka, president of Warren Tea
Company.

Darjeeling, a key hub for Indian
tea plantations faced a lockdown for
over three months last yeardue to
political turbulence. While some
may point to the need for
agricultural labourtobe fairly
compensated, one Darjeeling-based
tea garden ownerpointedtoa
subject that mostunions shy away
from discussing —productivity.
"Manyworkersdon't show up for
work but claim dues. It's something
the unions have to fix," he added.

Many were surprised when
Meleod Russel hived off multiple
gardens but similar events in the
future are not unexpected
anvmore. Goenka said: "I will not
be surprised if more gardens or
companiesshut down entirely
because of market pressure.”
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Alarm rings as 900 water
resourcesdryupinHP..

SANJEEV KUMAR

he recent water crisis
of Shimla has sig-
nalled alarm bells to
therest of the state, As
many as 922 water supply
and 245 irrigation resources
havealmostexhausted owing
to changing climatic conditions.

"The change in climatic
conditions has resulted in
reduction in surface and
ground water levels in
Himachal," Irrigation and
public Health Minister Mahen-
der Singh Thakur informedVid-
han Sabha.

Thishas also resulted indry-
ng up of 922 potable waterand
245irrigation resourcesinthe
state, he added whilereplying
to a guery by Balvir Singh
Verma, a legislator from Chopal
assembly constituency of
Shimia district.

He informed that govern-
mentisimplementing Rs 4,751
crore Asian Development Bank
funded project to rejuvenate
waterresources and isimple-
menting ‘Doubling of Farm-
ers' Income through Water

i B

Conservationin HP for the pur-
pose. Under the scheme, the
government would build struae-
tures for rain water harvest-
ing and svil water conserva-
tion across the state and the
water would be used for irri-
gation purposesinsurrounding
areas,

In first phase. the scheme
would be implemented in
worst affected areas of Mandi,
Bilaspur and Hamirpur districts

and Rs 708.87 crore has been
sanctioned for the same.

Later, the scheme would be
implemented in other areas
of the state in phased man-
ner, he added.

The government has
decided to make changes
in existing policy for new
drinking water schemes as
almost all from small to big
walerresources are drying up
with each passing day.

"Now, the government
would focus on major water
resources and large number
of consumers instead of
focusing on small area or

schemes," he said.

The government would
connectsmall schemes with
big water sources or reser-
voir so that regular watersup
ply could be provided to the
people of the state, Thakur
added.

It is worthwhile to men-
tionhere that thetourist town
of Shimla faced severe water
crisis in May-June this year
which led to its comparison
with that of Cape Town in
South Africa.

During the monitoring of
Shimla water crisis, the High
Court had observed that five
districts of Himachal, Bilap-
sur, Mandi, Kangra, Hamirpur
and Unaare too facing severe
crisis.

Asper the data provided by
the government, around 50 per
cent of the habitations in
Himachal Pradesh are not
fully covered for adequare
potablewater to the residenis.

The govc‘rnmem repm'l
had revealed even after more
than 70 years of indepen-
dence, only 50 per cent of
total 53,604 habitations so
identified by the [PH stand pro-
vided with adequate potable
waler.

I'hecourthadtermed itas
a serious 1ssue fﬂT f.hf.‘ state
which has many perennial
rivers like Satluj, Bias, Rawvi,
Chenab, Pabar, Chander and
Bhaga.
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There should be public consultation on

expert reports on the Western Ghats ecology

i he caxastroph:c monsoon floods in Kerala and

parts of Karnataka have revived the debate on
: whel:her ‘pcﬂrﬁcaiﬂpedlency trumped science.

- Seven years ago, the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Pa-

*  nelissiued recommendations for the preservation of the
® - fragile western peninsular region. Madhav Gadgil, who

" chaired the Union Environment Ministry’s WGEEP, has
s said the recent havoc in Kerala is a consequence of

short-sighted policymaking, and warned that Goa may
. also'be in the line of nature’s fury. The State govern-
W ments fhat are mainly responsible for the Western
Ghats — Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Goa and Maha-
‘rashtra —must go back to ﬁle drawing table with the re-
- ports of both the Gadgil Committee and the Kasturiran-
gan Committee, which was sef up to examine the
WGEEP report. The task before them is to initiate cor-
rectives to environmental policy decisions. This is not
going to be easy, given the need to balance human deve-
lopment pressures with stronger protection of the
Western Ghats ecology. The issue of allowing extractive
I ¢ industries such as quarrying and mining to operate is
| arguably the most contentious. A way out could be to
create the regulatory framework that was proposed by
the Gadgil panel, in the form of an apex Western Ghats
Ecology Authority and the StateJevel units, under the
Environment (Protection) Act, and to adopt the zoning
system that it proposed. Thjscan]ceep incompatible ac-
tivities out of the Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZs).
At issue in the Western Ghats — spread over 1,29,037
sq km according to the WGEEP estimate and 1,64,280
sq km as per the Kasturirangan panel - is the caleula-
tion of what constitutes the sensitive core and what ac-
. tiviies can be cartied out there. The entire system is
- globally acknowledged as a biodiversity hotspot. But
population estimates for the sensitive zones vary great-
1y, based on interpretations of the £5Zs, In Kerala, for
instance, one expert assessment savs 39 lakh house-
‘holds are in the ESZs outlined by the WGEEP, but the fi-
gure drops sharply to four lakh households for a small-
er area of zones identified by the Kasturirangan panel.
The goal has to be sustainable development for the
Ghats as a whole. The role of big hydroelectric dams,
- = built during an era of rising power demand and deficits,
4 . i mustnow be considered afresh and propesals for new
Conering L. Y18 i ones dropped. Other low-impact forms of green energy
~ledby solar power are available. A moratorium on quar-
_rying and mining in the identified - ‘sensitive zones, in
Kerala and also other States, is necessary o assess their
environmental impact. Kerala’s Finance Minister, Tho-
~mas Isaac., has acknowledged the need to review deci-
- sions-affecting the environment, in the wake of the
. floods. Public consultation on the expert reports that
¢ i includes people’s representatives will find greater reso-
i pance now, and help chart a sustainable path ahead.

T
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Kerala seeks help to rebuild State

CM thanks the ‘noble minds’ assisting
the State in its hour of calamity

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIKLUVANANTHAPUGRAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has called upon
people living in all parts of
the world to support Kerala,
which is striving hard 0
come out of its biggest ca-
lamity in 100 years.

‘Pitiable plight’

In an article released on Fri-
day, the Chief Minister point-
ed out that the unprecedent-
ed downpour and floods had
resulted in a heavy loss of
life, immeasurable misery
and devastation. “As s
known to all, the calamity,
with its hitherto unheard of
dimensions, plunged our
State and its people into a pi-
table plight. The magnitude
of the havoc truly gets re-
flected in the fact that a vast
area of the State still remains
submerged in floodwaters,”
he said.

Mr. Vijayan put the loss of
lives in the floods at 372, and
the number of homes dam-
aged or destroyed at 26,000.
The flood waters had laid
waste crops spread over
40,000 hectares, claimed
the lives of two lakh poultry

and at least 46,000 milch
animals, brought down ma-
ny multi-storey  buildings,
shops and commercial esta-
blishments, caused severe
damage to the roads and
bridges, washing away some
of them, and caused loss to
the order of ¥ 750 crore to
the power sector and of ¥
900 crore to the water sec-
tor,

A preliminary assessment
of the losses, in monetary
terms, was ¥ 20,000 crore.

“It goes without saying
that the actuals will steadily
go up once the water recedes
and the final assessment is
made. To put it in a mushell,
the size of the loss caused by
the calamity is equal to the
size of the annual plan that
the State has chalked out for
2018-19. 1 need not tell you
that Kerala on its own will
not be in a position to mabil-
ise the required resources to
bridge the gap, reclaim and
rebuild. Since the State is
densely populated with an
equally complex infrastruc-
ture netwark, the loss suf-
fered by the State is huge in
nature and is something
which cannot be compared

Flights from the UAE being loaded with over 175 tannes of

F2ae, W

relief material, donated by various organisations, for Kerala. «
OFFICIAL TWITTER HANDLE OF THE GOVERNMENRT OF DUBAI

to the damage suffered by
any other part of the country
at any point of time,” the
Chief Minister said.

‘Point of agony’

Mr. Vijayan said it was hear-
tening that “noble minds
from all over the world are
coming 1o help us at this
point of agony. Considering
the magnitude of the devas-
tation that has happened in
Kerala, the Centre has re-
leased % 100 crore for imme-
diate relief. The Prime Minis-
ter, immediately after his
aerial survey, announced
that ¥ 500 crore will be made
available to the State in addi-

tion to the amount
nounced earlier.”

“Itis with a thankful heart
that we take note of the fact
that foreign countries rang-
ing from the UAE (United
Arab Emirates) to Qatar have
come forward with their pro-
mise of assistance. | know
pretty well that all who have
a concern towards our State,
located at the southern-most
tip of our land, will come ina
big way to our aid. Help from
all around the world will goa
long way in our efforts to
overcome this calamity,” the
Chief Minister said.

(For full statement, visit:
hitp: ity K eralaGMappeal)

-

\\t)-wf{:

SC staff to
donate one
day’s salary

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

After the judges and the la
wyers, it is now the turn of
the Supreme Court’s gener-
al work staff to do their bit
to bring relief to the flood
victims of Kerala.

The court issued a circu-
lar on Friday stating that “a
large number of staff mem-
bers feel that we should
contribute generously” to
the flood victims.

The circular said the em-
playees are willing to do-
nate at least a day's gross
salary to the Kerala Chief
Minister's distress relief
fund. This donation, it
said, would be vn[unlar)'l‘
and “meant for the welfare
and rehabilitation of the af-|
fected population and de
veloprent of the affected
areas in the State of
Kerala."

The Supreme Court has
seen a flurry of activity
with lawyers coming to-
gether to collect tonnes of
relief material in two sepa-
rate drives.

Kerala farmers lose out on insurance payout

PRISCILLA JEBARA]

NEW DELHI

There will be no payout for
Kerala farmers affected by
the recent floods under the
government's weather-based
crop insurance scheme, as
the State had not notified ex-
cess rainfall as one of the
trigger conditions for the
month of August.

However, Agriculture Mi-
nistry officials say farmers
will receive compensation
under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, which is a
yield-based crop insurance
scheme. The insurance com-

pany implementing the
scheme has been directed to
pay an estimated amount of
T12-14 crore within a week’s
time to farmers in Alleppey
and FKottayam  districts
where germination failure
has been declared.

For the remaining dis-
tricts, where mid-season ad-
versity losses are likely to be
declared, compensation is
still being caleulated.

“The State declared va-
rious triggers when the Res-
tructured Weather Based
Crop Insurance Scheme
(RWBCIS) term sheet for kha-

rif 2018 was made,” a senior
Agriculture Ministry official
told The Hindu. “For the
month of August, excess
rainfall was not included as a
trigger.”

District-wise crops

The notification by the Kera-
la Agriculture Department,
dated June 30, lists the dis-
trict-wise crops which would
be covered by the RWBCIS
for the 2018 kharif, or sum-
mer, crop season. Apart
from three variants of paddy,
other crops covered include
arecanut, pepper, ginger, su-

garcane, turmeric, carda-
mom, pineapple, banana
and nutmeg. It also lists the
crop-wise risks, the covered
risk period and the cut-off
date for coverage.

For all types of paddy, for
example, the insurance
schemne covered deficit rain-
fall, dry spells and high tem-
peratures  during specific
tme periods as possible fac
tors which would trigger a
payout.

However, excess or unsea
sonal rainfall is only listed as
a trigger for pepper, ginger,
sugarcane, fturmeric, pi

neapple, banana, but with
time periods that are either
before May or after Septem-
ber 15. Only nutmeg includes
coverage for excess rainfall
in August.

“Each State has to decide
what are the most likely
risks, as insurance premi-
ums increase with every list-
ed trigger,” explained the Mi-
nistry official, adding that
continued excess rainfall
next month would result in
farmers of other horticulture
crops - barring paddy - be-
nefiting from the coverage
under the RWBCIS.
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Karnataka floods: Defence Ministry slams state %,%
minister behaviour, state govt hits back at Sitharaman

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHLBENGALLIRL,
M.IGLIST 25
A DAY after the public spat th
tween Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Karnataka
Minister Sa Ra Mahesh over her
itinerary, the Defence Ministry on
Sarurday termed his conduct as
"urdortunate”, The state govern-
ment hit back, saying it was not
inferior to the Centre and
Sitharaman should have shown
Tespect mits muinister,
Sitharaman was speaking at
thedistrict commissioner’s office
with a group of peopla from
Kiodagu district, where torrential
rain has claimed at least 17 lives,
whenMaheshsuggested that she
wind up the interaction as some
government officials wene wait-

mEE .

ing for a meeting with her.
Sitharaman, a Rajya Sabha mem-
berfromKamataka responded by
saying that she was going by the
itnerary approved by the state
authorities. “I am following a
THiNUtE-o-THTE Programime,
minister. Idnnomnhreﬂm lfof«
ficials are important, my
(family}is alsoequallyi meurtmt
| follow the minister-in-charge.
Central minister follows themin-
ister in-charge here: Unbelie-
vable” Sithararnan told Mahesh,
whawas sitting next to her
When an official told her that
miediawas recording her comme-
nits, she said, “Let it get recorded.”
The defence ministrysaidina
clarification Saturday, "On com-
pletion ofthe field visits, as perthe
prograrmme, the defence minister
was interacting with ex-service-
menwho had beenadversely af-

Nirmala Sitharaman

fected by the fioods, when the dis-
trict in-charge minister objected
and insisted thatmeetingwith the
officials be conducted firs.”
“Thedefence minister clarified
that welfare of ex-servicemen
was an escential part of the -
istry and the same was scheduled
in the programme: However, the
district minister insisted that the
the defence ministerimmediately

stop the interaction and procesd
o the meetingwith the officials,”
the ministry satd. it said Sithara-
manimmediately halted the me-
eting and proceeded tothe venue
of the meeting with the officals,

“The venue was already setup
for the press conference and hur-
riedly the officials were sum-
moned o sit among the media-
persons for the review. It was
unprecedented to holdameeting
with the officials, withall the me-
diapersons present” itsaid.

The ministy saidinspite of the:
district admimistration finalising
her programme and the minister
following the same i its “entir-
ety”, itis “unforfunate that the
Karnataka minister behaved the
way he did”.

“Subsequently, the personal
remnarks made against the de-
fence minister were also in bad

N Piafhi

taste, which do not merit a re-
sponse,” the minisinysaid.

The Defence minister’s re-
marks drew a sharp response
from Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister G Parameshwara who
said the state governments derive
their  powers. from:  the
Constitution, not from the Centre,
and he was disappointed to see
herlashing outat his colleague.

"The Constitution has distrib-
uted powers among the Centre
and states to ensure an equitable
partnershipbetween both. Weare
nat inferiar to the Centre. We are
partmers @nsitharamanMadam,”
he said in his tweet, before the
darification from the ministry.

“Madam @nsitharaman, our
ministers have staved back in
Kidagu for weeks o oversee re-
lief operations along with district
administration. You should ex-

FAEE .

tend to them the same respect
that they extend for the help from
your end. it was disappointing to
seevou lashout at my colleague,”
e said. Congress leader and for-
merKamnataka (M Siddaramaiah,
too, criticised Sitharaman, alleg-
ing that she was “more interested
in dominating our minister”
whichreflected BJF*s“apathy” to-
wardsthe state:

Inits clarification, the mirustry
noted that “there has been gross
misrepresentation with regard
the use of the term ‘parivar’ by the
defence-minister dunng the press
conference”. “Oneofthe four dep-
artmentsof the Ministry of Defen-
¢ is the Departrnent of Ex-Servi-
cermen Welfare and in that contest:
itwas stated that all ex-service-
menare partof the MoD'parivar’,
Any other inference is miscon-
strued and uncalled for,” it said.
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GOVT BROADENS PROJECT

Challenge toa cleaner

Yamuna:

B R

MALLLGAJOSHI
NEW DELHI AUBUST 24

THE PROJI:CT to intercept un-
treated sewage before it enters
the Yamuna will have to be re-
vised as the 100 drains that are
covered under it will have fobe
increased to around 200,

In a meeting between the
Delhi Jal Board and Engineers
fndia Lirnited (EIL), the consultant
for the first project, itwas decided
that the PSU will have to make a
new list of discharge drains and
submitit by October 15.

Interception of these drains
means their flow is checked be-
fore they reach the Yamuna,
sewage is treated, and the water
is gither re-routed into the river
or recycled.

“The list of 100 discharge
drains was prepared around 10
years ago. When EIL undertook
the interceptor project for the
100 drains, they had mentioned
that it did not include all drains.
This meant that despite the proj-

New drams\v

According to DJB, the new drains originated over the past
decade dueto setflement of new uuauthunsed colonies

EIL, after conducting the
study, will now submit an action
plan toDJBby November 15 with
ways to tackle waste from these
drains. According to experts,
there are three ways to do this.

“The first is to check if un-
treated sewage is leaking into a
drain because ofaleakinthe sys-
tem. Ifitis, the easy fixwill be to
plugthat gap. The second way is
to check if there is an existing

sewage sysnem fotreat sewage
from oneormore isolated sites,”
said the official. The initial inter-
ceptor project will be completed
by December thisyear.

- pccording to DIB, the new
drains, whosenumberisexpected
to be between 50 and 100, origi-
nated overthe pastdecade dueto
settlernent of new unauthorised
colonies.

Meanwhile, in Friday's DB

ect, untreated sewage would still  sewage systemnear thedrain.If  board meeting, a decision was

be flowing into the river,"saida  yes, both canbe connected. The  taken to set up decentralised

senior DJB official, third is to set up a decentralised ~ SIPsin all parks of the city,
Covering L., YIS
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State considers

| SHAJUPHILIP ; b
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM AUGUST 24 : TH E AFTER EFFE[:TS
| | CM Pinarayi Vijayan on
{ THE KERALA govermnent onFridayan- | LERA
\ nounced more relief measures for the flood- - Friday detailed the losses
| hit people of the state even as it tried to re- - caused by the floods: '

store its ravaged civic infrastructure. - i :

/Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan told the ' 2 3 1

¥media that the government was considering

interest—freeloan up to Rs 10 lakh for traders,  DEATHS
{ dairyfarmersand small-scale entrepreneurs
‘who had suffered massive lossesinthe flood. | 2 6 0 00
. "The traditionalindustrial and trade sectors |
3 HDUSES DAMACED

| have faced a severe setback. The government

and-a-half years onloans,” he said.
Vijayan said that families in relief camps

. would be given financial assistance of Rs :

+ 10,000 when they return home. Theamount
/- will be credited in their bank accounts.
He also said that 31 per cent of the

flooded houses had been cleaned and made the state's annual plan size for
- ready for eccupation. Of 25.6 lakh power 2018-19.
connections that had gone defunct, 2336 ‘W Poultrylest: 2 lakh
lakh have been restored. © ‘BMilchanimalslost: 46,000
Indicating that more people are return- B Lossin powersector; Rs 750 cr
ing home fromrelief camps, the CM said that " B Damage towater infrastructure:
i the number of people inthe campshad come ‘Rs 900 crore
i down to 8,69,724 on Friday from 10,40,688 B Landslides: 300 ;
the previousday. B Riversthataltered course:
He said the office of the CMwould func- © |+ Bharathapuzha, Periyar,
tion on Saturday (Onam) as continuous ef-

i fort was required to overcome the crisis.

“ hasasked banks to givemoratorium forone-

~CROPS HJSI‘

Josses: Rs 20,000 crore — equal to

- (Chalakkudy and Pamba

40,000 nectares

B Preliminary assessment of
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Apex courl: directlve to maintain water

;level of Mullaperlyar dam at 139 ft

 PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
FNEW DELHI, Z4 AUGUST (L .
' e -

| The Supreme Court today

| ordered that thewaterlevel at

- theMullaperiyardambemain-
\tainedat 139 feettill August31 -

keeping in mind the grave

. devastation that has taken '
- place due to the unprece-

dented floods in Kerala.

A bench of Chief -_Jus'ﬁ'ﬁé' !

| DipakMisra and Justices AM
. Khanwilkar and D ¥ Chan-
“drachud considered the Cen-

- tre'ssubmissionthatthesub-

committee of the Mullaperi-

~yardamhadmeton August23
and directed the Tamil Nadu
‘government to ensure that
the water level is maintained
at 139 feet, which is two feet
below the permissible limit

fixed by the apex court.

Thebench madeit dearthat
4t would confine itself to the
waspect of disaster manage-

b

ment and siﬁd'-ﬂla‘i the deci-
‘siontolower the waterlimitin
‘the dam has been taken in

viewofthedevastatingdelige

‘m Kerala Theobservationcame

after Tamil Nadu government
-alleged that “it could be a part
vof a sinister design” ‘to cir-
- cumventtheapexcourt sdeci-

sion fixing the permissible
limit. The benchfixed the mat-

- terfor hearing on September
6and askedderala, Puducher-

1y, Tamil Nadu and Kamataka

B

_a.ffectedbvtheﬂnnﬂq =

to file r_hen Ieaponses inthe
- meantime. The Kerala gov-
ermnenthadyesterdaytcﬂdﬂ:.e :

apex court that the sudden

~release of waterfrom theMul-

laperiyarDarmbythe Tamil Nadu -
- govemmentwasoneoftherea-
- sonsforthe devastatingdeliige
«inthe state. fthad said thatout
- ofatotal population efabout
848 crore, more than 54 kﬂch

oronesixth of the population
of Kerala, had been d]mcﬂ;,

R

“The Mullaperiyar !
lncated on ﬂleWestem Ghats
near Thekkady in Idukki dis-
mcfi(eralaonﬂm‘,"f‘erqzarm .
Kerala resident Russel Roy had
:ﬁ]&iapleaseelmg, amnngtsﬂ)er
ﬂ'ungs, a direction io Tamil

“Nadu to manage-the “water
“level in the dam owing to the

floodsinKerala.
Ttalian ‘club AS® Roma 'tn

-'aucuon_skurtsforKera]aﬂood

relief
. Ttalian’ fnctbaﬂw;t_és
“Roma today announce ﬂlﬂi

* womnshirts from thefirst
playersTo help raise]
‘ﬂﬂod~

humemamhafﬂm&ﬁe sed-
son, the club will auction off
five match-worn shirts from our
firstieamplayerstohelp:

money 1o flanaiem reh&f-
fund.

SFJ: hL&{lP-&(‘l 24
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Kerala TN}

ade

blows on opening
of damfloodgates

SHIFTING BLAME Tamil Nadu CM refutes Kerala's charges

HT Correspondents

= |etfersEhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu government hit back at
Kerala on Friday over who was
to blame for the devastating
floods thatlaft around 220 people
dead and caused losses worth
thousands of crores of rupees
earlier this month, reopeninga
decades-old fight in the Supreme
Courtand outside.

Lawyersfor Keralahadaday
earlier told the top court in an
affidavit that Tamil Nadu'sfail-
ure to control release of water
from the Mullaperivar dam till
the reservoir reached its full
capacity was one of the reasons
for theflash floods.

On Friday, Tamil Nadu’s
counsel responded by calling the

. claim “clever™in the top court,
* while its chief minister E Pal-
{ aniswamisaid theallegationsin
2 the affidavit was “deliberately
5ra}se" :
« TheMulaperiyar damfallsin
- Keralabutis controlled by Tamil
¢ Nadu, which usesthereservoir's
; water for irrigation and power
: generation. The twostates have
i foughtover how much watercan
bestoredinit, with Keralaclaim-
ingthedam was weak and posed
‘athreattoits citiesdownstream.

#er-“In this affidavit (byKerala), 1~

= A view of the Idukki dam after it opened its sluice gates to release
excess water. Kerala claims that discharge from Mullaperiyar had
_caused water in Idukki reservoir to rise above danger levels. PTl

see a clever device to get out of
the judgment of this court,” sen-
ior advocate Shekhar Naphade
saidinthe Supreme Court, refer-
ringioa20l4rulingthatallowed
Tamil Nadu to raise the water
level to142feet,

Chief Justice Dipak Misra,
whowas onthe bench along with
Justices AM Khanwilkarand DY
Chandrachud, madeitclearthat
the courtwould only gointo the
disaster management aspect .
Thebenchsaid water levelin the
Mullaperiyar dam must be main-
tained three feet below the per-

~missible limittill August 31, as

suggested by a sub-committes
formed by the Union govern-
ment.

“Weare only concerned with
the safety and lives of people,”
‘the chiefjustice said and posted
the matter for hearing on Sep-
tembers.

In Tiruchirappalli, Tamil
Nadu chief minister Palanis-
wami rebutted Kerala’'s allega-
‘tions. He said water from Mulla-
periyar wasreleased muchafter
flooding began and multiple
warningshad been issued.
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The Times of India (A)
Business standard

Mullapenyar @3,(

. "Around 80 dams and water
hodxesmKera]adlschargea sur-

. Plus water due to heavy down-

pourand thisflooded the entire
state, whereas the réelease of
water from Mullalpenyar per-
tains only toaminor portion of

' Kerala,” he told reporters after

inspecting the Trichy Muk-

| kombu sluice gates, nine of
A .v&nchhadco]lapsedonWednes-
T day i

* According to expeﬁs dam

- management inIndiamust fac-
. torinrainforecastsso thatthey
© can be used to. check ﬂuodmg
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Govt eases lending rules,

gives more aid to Kerz

- The faderal government also
‘relaxed norms fortherural hous-
ing finance scheme Prime Minis-
_ ter Awas Yu}anﬂ(PM&Y) —one

Ve pletorebuﬂdhnmesﬂiefylustm
thefloods.

“Wetpld thestatethat if some-

- one's home, built earlier with

government funds, has been

NEWDELHE: The Union government 5
has made it easier for people in _ washed away in this flood, he
Kerala to apply for the govern- must beallowed to get funds and
ment's subsidised housingloan build another house for himself.
scheme and released on Friday | We have . earmark;c}:innﬁ for
3545 crore tnder the rural ﬁeﬁeﬂb}fm ca.lgzm
employment — programme 1L002hcu3ascanbe nilt
MGNREGS, raising thefinancial out of that,” the Union rural
assistance to the southern sTtla;e develnglz;:ntaeareiarmmﬁeei
where flash floods earlier this | ‘Sinha

month ledtowidespread devasta- ‘TheCentre directed Keralato
tion mctudebeneﬁclar'lasprmpu‘s}y
: “excludedfrom therural housing

At least 265 people have been
killed since August 8, whena
week-long bout of heavy rains

= Suhmargnd houses in Mappuzha district of Kerala. The Centre has

_scheme. People paying income
“tax; owning a house made of
bricks, a refrigerator oraland-

began, andthe state government

sald assets worth 219,500 crore - eased home loan subsidy norms. RAJKRAJHT ﬁaﬂhgneas ﬁmwcgthe
had been destroved as floods i : t u(c::a?_la i cl ;‘;g
washed away homes, roads and dsj]_intheﬁmongovmment.m fund to COVET recnnstmction Ezg,‘hafpm Gt

bridges.

Thefundsreleasadmﬁaymﬂ.
helpreconstruction efforts under

MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme), a sotlal
security programme thatallows
administrations to hire people for

labour work. According toan offi-

“overing L., YIS

addition to releasing the funds

~ and sanctioning 55 million per-

‘son-days of work, theUnion gov-
‘ernment hasalso asked thestate
for afreshlabour budgetso that
moremeneycanbegiven.
Earlier this week, the Kerala
government wrotetothe Centre
seeking additional MGNREGS

"

warks. !

The wagesfor unskilled laboir
is entirely sponsored by the
Union government, which also
pays T5% of the cost for skilled
and semi-skilled workers, and
ﬁnderm‘iteslhemstofﬂiemm&
a:lalreqmred_

- CONTINUED ONFP &

Friday's annqtmcemeni

| .comes amid a row between the

“state and centre over funding of

restoration work, particularlyin
Tight ofapurported offer from the
Dnited ArabEmirates thatmay
not be cleared by the Union gov-
ernment in linawith eswhljsmd
protocels.

“We asked Union Gov for
financial suppert of 22200 Cr ;
they grantusaprecious 3600 Cr,
We makeno request toany for-
eigngovhutUAE govvoluntarily
difer3700cr. No, savs Union gov.it
ishalow ourdignity toacceptfor-
vignaid. Thisisadogin the man-
gerpalicy,” Kerala'sfinancemin-
ister ThomasIsaacsaidinatweet

| onWednesday.

A day later, a senior UAE
. diplomatin New Delli clarified
. that the country was yet to
| wfficially ' announce any
financial aid for Kerala flood
Telief. ;
‘Ei(eralagummmmthaswhr
. appreciated the help from the
. ‘Centre. Butlet'sremember that
this MGNREGS money alsocon-
| tains a large arrear /On August
180, Keralagovernment hascalled
‘a specidl session of assembly to
| “Giscussthesitnationwithall par-
Fies, Meanwhile, they have
| soughtpermission forimposinga
F cess on GST and bypassing the
FRBM act temporarily,” said
[Tlmnmhﬂ)mmmherlannd‘

-Both thasa measures would
’héhamoreupthestatesmuenue
asitmhmunamaamverecarr
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Kerala floods: registration o‘f
migrant workers emphasmed

Du1 ing the crisis, the Odlsha govt dld not have a list of its mlgrant workérs

STAFF REPORTER ,,%
BHUBANESWAR d

_Having learnt their lessons
the hard way in the recent
Kerala disaster, migrant

workers from Odisha have '

now demanded proper regis-
tration of the -workforce
heading for other States and
insurance cover for wage loss
in the event of exigencies.

Relatives of workers, or-
ganisations advocating wel-
fare of migrant labourers-and
labour union leaders narrat-
ed the trauma experienced
by workers at the Odisha Vi-

- kash Conclave-2018.

“There was absolute chaos

in the efforts to bring migrant

'_Wurkﬁrs back fmm rain-hit

Kerala. Such was the situa-
tion that family members had
no information about their
near and dear ones for days,”

~said Sudarsan Rout of Satab-

haya village in Kendrapara
district. About 200 people
from the wvillage were work-
ing in the plywood industry
in Kerala.

Mobile numbers

‘While rain and floods were

wreaking havoc in Kerala, the
Odisha government did not
have a list of its migrant work-
ers. Worried family members
were providing mobile num-
bers of the workers stranded

in Kerala and the same was
being forwarded to the Spe-
cial Relief Commissioner of
Kerala.

Plywood industry
As per a study, migrants from

22 districts of Odisha were

working in Kerala. While tra-
ditional fishers from coastal
Odisha work on boats that

operate from various har-

bours in Kerala, unemployed

youths from ~Kandhamal,

Dhenkanal, Kendrapara and
Kalahandi are a major source
of workers in Kerala’s ply-
wood industry.

Similarly, women and girls
from ‘Balangir, Malkangiri,

‘Sundargarh, K:mdhamal
Ganjam, Nabarangpur and
Rayagada work in the textile

. and apparel sector of Kerala.

“Although the Inter-State
Migrant Workmen Act, 1979,
‘makes it mandatory for regis-
tration of migrant workers,
the same is hardly practiced.
TLabour contractors and
agents send hundreds of
workers illegally ‘to -other
States which makes it difficult
for the source State to identi-
fy and track the workers,”
said Umi Daniel, Director of
Migration and Education of
Aide et Action International,
a non-government
organisation.
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3 years later b1g prO]ects in PM’s
J&K development plan are stuck

; Delay in submitting final project reports, land acquisition,
forest clearances and rele_ase'o_f funds from the Centre

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 26

FROM AN 1IM in Jammu to an
AIIMS in Awantipora, from key
arterial roads in the Jammu and
Kashmir regions to the Zozila
tunnel inLadakh.

Atleast 28 big-ticket projects
— each worth Rs 1,000 crore or
more —in the Prime Minister's
~ Development Package (PMDP)
for J&K announced nearly three
yearsagoremainstuck afvarious
stages, official records accessed
by The Indian Express show.

The package was announced
on November 7, 2015, nine

@\‘w

PrOJECT J8K

STATUS REPORT
PART1 j

months after the PDP-BJP gov-
ernmenttook charge in the state.
That government collapsed in
June thisyear after the BJP with-
drew support, making way for
Governor's rule. On August 21,

the Centre named Satya Pal

Malikas tbenewGov&nor the

ﬁrsl:poiluaantobe appointed to
the post since the beginning of
militancy.

Most of the mega projects
(see chart, page 9) under the
PDMP are strucrglmg to make
- progress due to various reasons,
including preparation of detailed
projectreports, landacquisition,
forest clearances and even re-
lease of funds from the Centre.

. Most of these projects are in
infrastructure-related sectors

- and have a gestation period of 3-

5 years. They are worth a total of
Rs 65,178 crore, which isover 86
per cent of the total PMDP out-
iayof Rs 80,068 crore. Roadsand

CONTINUERONPIRED

28PROJECTS,
B6%OFTOTAL
Amm_-l;ms inRsfcrore |
Roads "
T_unnel s

1,080

MNote: Prmectswﬂi 45
Rs 1,000 crote orimore
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Corlondns

tunnels alone account for over 50
per centof the outlay.

Unail june30, therecords show,
detai!ed project reports (DPRs)
werestill being finalised or had just
been submitted in four of the 13
roadand tunnel projects Twomo-
reprojects, deared by the state go-
vernment, remainstuckatthe Ce-
nire. Five road projects have been

.awarded, and foundation stone

laid in January this year for the

| megaRs9,090-aore Zozilatunnel

Power projects, which make
up another 15 per cent, have
moved at a comparatively faster
pace. The Pakal Dul 1,008 MW
project and the Srinagar-leh
transmission lineare on course. Of
the 28 small hydro power projects
estimated to cost a total of Rs
2,000 crore, those being executed
by state-owned JAKEDA, are
awaiting disbursal by the central
government.

Premier educational institu-
tions—AlMSand [IMs —account
for another 7.5 per cent. Forest
land has been acquired for an IIT
and anTIM in Jammu, and stu-
dentshavebeenenrolled. ButTIM
Jammu is functioning in the old
campus of University of Jammu
and the IIT froma transitcampus.
Forest land has been acquired for
the ‘two AIIMS in Jammu and
Awantipota in Kashmir, and
boundary walls are being con-
structed.

Release of funds forrebuilding
homes and infrastructure has
been expedited. Forinstance, of
thesanctioned amount of Rs 1195
crore forrebuilding homes, Rs
1,024 crore has already been
utilised Similarly, about Rs 1,095
crore has already been spent on
restonng damaged infrastructure,

Whilethe state has created ad-
ditional government jobs for
3,000 Kashmiri ruigrants, selec-
tions werestillbeing made byrel-
evantrecruitingagencies accord-
ing to records, The state has also
extended finandal assistance of
Rs 578 crore through Direct
Benefit Transfer to 12,588 dis-
placed families (of the 36,384)
from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
and Chhamb.

\

3 years later, big projects in PM’s J&K plan are stuck

INFRASTRUCTURE HCOST {STATUS
{inZcr)
Jammu-Akhnoor-Poonch road 5100 Jammu-Akhnoor: one part bid done, another being evaluated.
Akhnoor-Poonch: DPR completion in July 2018
Chenani-Sudhmahadev-Goha road 2100 Chenani-Sudhmahadev Lol issued, Iand yet to be handed over
DPR for Sudhmahadev-Goha underway
Semiringroadin Jammu 1400 NHAI has handed over land to contractor on January 8
Udhamp ur—M1ban mad 2137 Physical progress 42%. Likely to be completed by Oct 2019, Land
acquisition partly held up due to court proceedings
Ramban-Banihal road 2169 Physical progress 7.83%. Progress held up due tocourt proceedings E
Jhelum-Tawi flood reconstruction 1350 Reimbursement bills submitted
Srinagar-Shopian-Quazigund NH-444 1800 Draft DPR submitted in December 2017 iors
Ring road in Srinagar | 1860 Work awarded. Phase I tendering completed, Phase II: DPR underrevision
Qazigund-Banibal four-laning 1386 Physical progress 72%. Completion by June 2019
Ee-]um flood management Phase-Tl v~ 1178 Single bidder, fresh tenders invited
imu-Padam-Darcha road 1707 Revised Cabinet note pending with Ministry of Defence
Zozila tunnel 9090 IL&FS selected as EPC contractor, Foundation stone laid by PM
Kargil-Zanskar NH-301 4200 DPR re-framed, completed and submitted to MoRTH
TunnelsatLachung L Pass and TaglangLaPass | 5000 | Tenderfor DPR to be flaated shortly
Bharat Mala projects 2700 | Projectneeds MoRTH consideration : > :
.ﬁrisfrucmm-restomﬁon 2000 Rs1,097 crore spent. Project and item-wise utilisation certificates sought

for Rs 756 crore

EDUCATION ; | Cosr | STATUS
1M Jammu /"\ | 1000 80 ha forest land acquired. Academic session smrted at Uo] Eammm
i, i Dut-campusin Kashmiridentified at Budgam
HT Jammu A 1000 | 159 hia offorestland handed over. Transit campusto host 600 students built.
AIIMS k T / 2000 | DPRestimates by CPWD of Rs 1,381 crsubmitted to Health Ministry '
T forapproval on Oct 21,2017

AlIMS Awantipora S~ 2000 DFR estimates by CPWD of Rs 1,567 cr submitted toHealth ;
Ministry forapproval on Oct 21, 2017 L

Powzr Cost | StATUS :

Pakal Dul project 4153 Rs 927 crore spent; prajecttobe completed in B-Smonths

Small Hydro Projects ,&_\,/ 2000 | MNRE hasn't released funds for JAKEDA executing 13 projects. JKSPDC,
| executing 15 projects, has issued letter of award

Srinagar-Leh 200 KV transmission line 1788 | Major RoW, forestissuesresolved. Expected completion time: 2018

Distribution Strengthening 3780 5 of 7 packages awarded for urban projects. 10 of 13 rural projects amgued
o JKPDD awarded, All 8 assigned to PGCIL awarded

Housin ANDREHABILITATION| COST | STATUS : :

Housing assistance 1200 | Damaged puccaand kuchha houses rebuilt = A

Rehabilitation of PoK, Chhamb families 2000 | 12,588 beneficiaries mmmmenﬂedtoMH}LRsS?SmdisbursedthmughDHf

Tourism AND JOBS Cost ‘STATUS

Tourism 2000 | Four circuits taken up. One 75% complete, othersinprogress

Additional jobsto Kashmiri migrants

Nate: Prajects worth Rs 1000 crore ormore

1080

| 3,000 posts created, of which 2,865 referred for selections
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| The recent DCCurrence cﬂ‘
| extreme rainfall events and

; Director General of New

- group Centre for Science and

| evaluated” tahngm:;ac::ﬂum
ihe repeat occur:am.e of
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Climatee

associated floods inKerala that
killed many and rendered
thousands homeless were |
due to climate change, a
noted climate EXPEEL saiﬁ' :
today, | -
Gxandehushan Depu

asanagouda?aﬁ.l

alhaskicked upa fresh

: by siying the devastat-

mgﬂoodsmKera]a occurred

ecause of slaughtering of

wsinthe open.
a,]

Delhi-based advocacy

Environment (CSE, said the -~ inKerdla lastyear where a

the countrywill haveto be ‘“re oW irltheﬁpen, tnggelmg
CONIFOVersy, -

Yatnal said Hmdus had
Bmtashedtomws
ﬂlaﬁ body should.

‘hurt others’ religiousbeliefs:
He added that ifthe BIP
ower in Karnata-
aughter will be.

caused hy chmate
and the disaster 3 :
bated by bad development
practises, particularly on
Weﬁern(:hatsandmhercm
cions of -
Kerala,” Bhushan said. Over
290 people were killed and

lakhs of peoplehavebeen d]s-

'p“]aceam](erala. =
| Bapu mohilised Rs 6,000
for Kerala Nea:ly a n:entury

ago when ﬂooda ravagf-d
Kerala, Mahatma Gandhi

xpert for steps to protect Western Ghats

. grovpofmen slaughterﬁda -

_had termed the miseryof the

M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

people as “unimaginable”
and stepped in 1o mobilise
over Rs 6,000 to help them,
records show.

- Ifthe presentrain fury has
claimed over290 lives and dis-
placed over 10 lakh people,
the massive floods that crip-
pled the statein uly 1924 are

~believed to have claimed a

large number of lLives and
caused widespread destruc-

+ tion. Mahdtma Gandhi,

through aseries ofarticlesin
mspublmanom Young India’
and 'Navajivan', had urged

_people of the gountry to

generously contribute for

-ﬂwrf-lzefofﬂ:eﬂuud hxf Mal‘

abar' ﬂCera]ar).- AR
Following hisappeal, peo-

- plefromvariouswalks oflife

- including women and chil-
“dren had donated even their
gold jewchand meagresav- -
ings to help theflood-atfect-

ed people, Many had skipped

-ameal daily.or givenup milk
tofind money te contribute -

to relief fund mobilised by

Gandhi, according to the

_wu.rna]s pel:u:led by Jurn
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KERALA GOVT HONOURS FORCES FOR RESCUE WORK

CM: Not only we the people, posteri

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 26

THE KERALA governiment on
Sunday held a farewell meeting
to honour thedefence and para-
military forces and the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
who participated in the rescue
and relief operations during
the floods.

Addressing the function held
at Air Force Station here, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said,
“Not only we the people, the
posterity will remember you
with gratitude and appreciation.
Kerala will never forget your
helping hand in times of the
distress.”

Vijayan said but for the initiz-
tives of the defence forces, Coast
Guard, paramilitary forces and
the NDRF, the death toll in the
calamity would have been
much more.

“We could directly witness
the beld initiative they took to
rescue people from flood waters
and isolated areas, braving ad-
verse circumstances, complex
landscapes that were totally
strange or alien to them. The
way the proud warriors of the

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan hands over a citation to Brigadier CG Arun,
Station Commander, Pangode Military Station, in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday.

defence brought succour to the
needy cannot be explained in
words. When tear and rain be-
came one, you rose up and
spread warmth like the sun,”
Vijayan said.

The Chief Minister added,

“The service the deferice person-
nel rendered in rescuing helpless
people and assisting the civil au-
thoritiesis creditworthy. All that
we can say is that your services
will be kept in mind in the times
to come too, with gratitude and

appreciation. Thank you for rais-
ing your will higher than the
flood water.”

Air Marshal B Suresh, Air
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Southem Air Command, said the
farewell giventothe forces wasa

ude

Very rare gesture.

He said the rescue effort had
been phenemenal While the to-
pography of Kerala, adverse
weather and the high number of
flonded regions made the mis-
sion challenging, the said
the forces could reach the re-
motest cormers of the affected ar-
eas, he said.

Equating the rescue mission
to a war, Suresh said the Chiefl
Minister led from the front. He
said the clear directions from
the Chief Minister helped the
forces to focus and reach the
needy. He also appreciated the
role of fishermen and volunteers
in the rescue operations.

Citations were presented by
the Chief Minister to Air
Marshal Suresh, Rear Admiral R
| Nadkarni, Chief of Staff,
Southern Naval Command;
Brigadier C G Arun, Station
Commander, Pangode Military
Station; Rekha Nambiar,
NDRF Commandant; Sanatan
Jena, DIG, Coast Guard,
Giriprasad, 1G, CRPF; B C Nair,
DIG, BSF: Vishal Anand,
Commandant, ITBP; Dhanya
Sanal, Defence PRO, and to all
military and paramilitary
forces who participated in the
rescLe mission.
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Until dams do us part

 Indias policy on dams has to be
urgently rev]cwed ~ .' Q( _

Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Deccan Herald Business standard

M._G_O PAKUMAR

- The tragedy in Kerala has highlighted
the dangers of excess water accumula-
tion in dams. More than 20 dams re-
leased water that cascaded down the
“hills, leaving behind a trail of destruc-
tion. The opening of the gates of the
JIdukki dam, for instance, caused the
Periyar river to swell rapidly and discharge sevenlakh litres
of water per semnd.

Yet, the argument for dams — that 'I:hey provide drmkmg
water and water for agriculture - is today scientifically dis-
credited. For independent geologists and hydrologists,
dams represent a nightmare, an ephemeral triumph of engi-
neering over common sense and the natural sciences. In-
creasingly, it is evident that dam proponents are ignoring
crucial ﬂemsmn makmg ‘data now available on panems c-f
rainfall, geology and climate change. :

Dams slm‘e mﬂhons of tonnes of fresh water in large re-
servmrs;qubmergmg prime forests, villages, farms and live-
lihoods. The 4,700 large dams built since 1947 have cumula-

I tively displaced 4.4 million people. This makes dams the
single largest cause for displacement post-Partition.
. Solving the drinking water crisis does not require giant
' storage structures; these dams take decades to come up and
- only afraction of their output is for the household sector.
~ Over 85% of them are used in agriculture for producing cash
! crops such as sugarcane, Dams have displaced the poorest
of India’s people in favour of richer farmers and urban res1
‘dents, often with little or no compensation. .~
 Worryingly, dams are far more hazardous than any. Dﬁ1er
infrastructure project, except nuclear plants. Even as Kerala
and Tamil Nadu have battled over the safety of the 116-year-
old Mullaperivar dam, there are, according to the India Wa-
ter Portal, over 100 dams in India which are over a century
old, and rore than 500 large dams which are 50-100 years
old, many of which have major defects and need urgent re-
_pair. It is also accepted today that dams can trigger seismic
¢ events. The reservoir-induced seismicity (R1S) from the
| weight of the reservoir has resulted in earthquakes in va-
. rious parts of the country: of the 75 cases of RIS reported
© worldwide, 17 have been reported from India.
The scale and frequency of natural disasters is growing.
According to data compiled by the Centre for Research on
the Epidemiology of Disasters, the instances of extreme
. weather have gone up from 71 in the 1970s to about 224 in
Covering L. V1§ | the 1990s and 350 in the first decade of the millennium. In
. thesecond decade, Uttarakhand Odisha, Ghennaj, andnow
Kerala and Kodagu district have all been hit.
There has never been a greater urgency to review India's
- policy on dams and to act on decentralised alternatives that
- ~involve water recycling and reuse. The immediate taskis to
critically review every dam in the country, decommission
those that are at end-of-life, stop building new ones and es-
tablish sound safety protoouls If this is not dtme, t'he time
bomb will tick on. ! :

GETTY [MAGES( 1§TOCK
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As hope floats in flooded Kerala, time to
~ fasten ccountabllty on Pinarayi govt

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

‘@timesgroup.com

fter torrential rains in-
undated mostof ‘Gad’s
o

and relief from across India
has allowed agony stricken
Malayalis to build thEl}‘

own' eouniry’, reced-
ing water and generous aid

homes and lives anew, The . =

calamity claimed close to 400.. !

lives. Many arestill misaing
Thanks tothe traditional
importance given to educa

tion, Malayalis have spread

' themselves across the coun-

try and abroad in-a range of

professional activities It is

heartening to find these out-

station Malayalis sparingno
effort in reaching put to the
distressed population.

&

The recent floods in Kerala have claimed close to 400 fives -

“ter-accused Kerala of ignor-
ingrepeated warnings about
Impendingreleaseand using
the tragedy to force lower

permissible water level of

the dam at 142 fest. The'SC
‘had totell both states to coop-
erateatthe timeof tragedy.
The Kerala chief secreta-
rytold the SCthatalmost 50%
of 1,564 villages were Inundat-
‘ed. However, he said of the
448 erore population, only

" LEGALLY SPEAKING

‘stepsbeen taken, thescaleof

- the disaster would have been

ncmf]ge;e near what it is to-

tbmpm:gﬂmmtmn'm £l

Kerala with similar disasters

Asthediaspora, NGOsand

governments pitch in to help,

itistimetofasten accountabil-
ity on the LDF government
headed by Pinarayi Vijayan,
who surprisingly has been
spared of eriticism by the in-
telligentsia for displaying ut-
ter unpreparedness in taking
steps’ to prevent, minimise
and manage a disaster that
was warned of more than sev-
en years ago by scientist Mad-
hav Gadgil, who headed the
‘Western Ghats Ecology Ex-
pert Committeeformed bythe
environment ministry.

“¥es, ‘there is intense
rainfall which has caused
this, But 1 am quite con-
wvinced that developmentsin
thestate over the last several
‘years have materially com-
promised the ability to dedl
with events ke this and
greatly increased themagni-
tude of the suffering that we
are seeing today, Had proper

~ + inOdisha in the past two dee-

ades is instructive In October
1999, “Super - Cyclone Pradip

battered coastal districts of
Oiisha with wind speeds of up -

10 250 kmph for 86 hours ac-

companied by torrential rains
and 710 metre high tidal
waves. The toll was a edlami-
tous10, GDD{ung&'IcLa]lyﬁﬂ 000).
Nearly 13 lakh people were af-
fected, 315 lakh catfle per-
ished. The Union government

| sentagrant of Rs300crore.

'Then J B Pamaikded
Cangress government’s fal-

“tering and stutiering relief
~and rehabilitation work was
- @lesson for the Naveen Pat-

naikled BJD government
which follewed it In Dctober

2018, when intense tropical

storm ‘Phalin® struck Od-
isha with Wiolent wind
speeds and incessant rains,
fhestatemachinery waspre-

_ pared to face the challenge,

It evacuated 6 lakh people
from coastzal areas tosafeshel-

mgtonkeﬁ with1 hkhfond
-packages. Only 44 lives ‘were -
lost, More than two lakh
T

“16% br".isi lakh were flood-af-
~fected. He did not give details
of hcwmml)r statedisasterre-
‘spanse persommel were de-

- The LDF government
should have seen the 2014 Ker-
ala floods caused by an in-
. tense pre-monsoon cyclonic

activity between April 1 and

“May 8 as a precursor 1o the

present disasterandstayved in
readiness. The 2014 floods had
claimed 123 lives. Refusal to
learnfrom thepasta.nd unwil-

Iingness to stay prepared for

| disaster management cost - Guan
- Keralanearly 400 lives.

Now; the stamgovernméﬁt

" s blaming the Centre for not

giving enough grants, evenat-
ter it releasad Rs 600 crove and

promised more dafter assesss

ment of the damage It has
made an issue of unsubstan-
tiated claims of the UAE's Rs
700 crore pledge for Kerala be-

“ingblocked by the Centre.

In the Supreme Court,

“the state accused Tamil Na-
- duof worzseningthefload sit-

uation by sudden release of
Jdarge guantities of water

from Mullaperivar dam on-

Angustis. Tamil Naducoun-

- ployed. ]Emtm'ed:tmustgoto

_the 1400-0dd fishermen who
“brought their boats from the
‘sen and ventured into remaote
parts to help with the rescue
‘operation.

" According tothe chiefsec-
retary, NDRF deploved 591es-
cueteams with 207 boats, Ar-
my had 23 columns with 104
boats, Navy had 94 rescue
tearm with B4 boats, Coast

i) panies
“and! CRPFﬁeﬂoM (teams.
“Kerala pressed into service
44,100 fire and r‘esme servives

personnel with 89 rubber

‘While Malayalis rose to the
ichallenge, the LDF govern:
rmentappearedlacking

“The ‘state government’s

‘unpreparedness stems from
(its disregard for the SC jude-

mentin N D Jayalcase (2004

- 1(9)-8CC 362], where it had
'said, “Disastermanagement
‘means all aspects of plan-

ning, coordinating and im-
plementing -all measurss
which ate hécessary or de:
sirabletoprevent, minimise,
overcome Or - to sstop the
spreadof adisasteruponthe

. people or any property and

ingcludes all stages of rescue
andimmediaterelief.

“Tt is a proven faet that Tot
of humansuffering and mise-
ryfromlarge numberof disas-
ters can be mmgsied by tak-
ing timely actions, planning
and preventive measures, It is:
possible only through well-
funectioning disaster manage-
ment frame-work. Our pre-
sentrelief centred reactiveap-

afterthesirikingof di-

need tobe chenged into
m&pamdnesaonmted proac-
ﬁveatt‘rhﬂe

‘That was the difference
betwem the m'oacnve ap-
- proach of the Naveen Pamaik
mrnmmt against the Vi-
Jayan government's reactive
approach, ‘even ‘though na-
ture had served a warning in

“boats. Odisha deployed 2449014 through flash floods

firemen with 89 rubber boats
intherescue aperation.

A ‘all hands on deck’ ap-
proach was. aneuesszurgmen
the dimension of the disaster,
“partof which wasmanmade
aomfﬁmgi:o Gadgilgiven the

rampant mining and degra-

datiort ‘of ‘enviranment in
~ Western Ghats within Kerala.

acmssKe:alz.Whenhuma.m
‘Aarianaidand help is pouring
in, the LDF government is ex-
;ia(;_taitodoitﬁbit.kn_;nrtant-
Iy; it must prepare a compre-

‘hensive -disaster manage-

‘ment plan and create amech-
anismtostay in preparedness
tp minimise loss of lives in
case of anatural disaster.

Covening L., Y

o
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opcdistsin South Indiareceived deficient rainfall: IMD data

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELHI, 26 AUGUST

More than 40 per cent districts
in South India witnessed defi-
cient rainfall this monsoon
season, the India Meteoro-
logical Department data
showed, despite the south-
ern state of Kerala experienc-
ing excessive precipitation.

Of the 125 districts in the
region, 54 reported deficient
rainfall and another two were
“largely” deficient.

The worst hit state by defi-
cient rainfallin South India was
Tamil Nadu, according to the

. IMD data. Ofits 32 districts, 20
received deficient rainfall while
onereported large deficiency.

FACTS AND FIGURES

2757

» The worst hit state by deficient rainfall in South

India was Tamil Nadu

» Of 31 dists in Telangana, six reported large defi-
ciency; 4 dists of Puducherry re ported deficiency

» Of 30 dists in liafnataka 14 received deficient rain-
fall and two reported large deficiency

» All 4 dists of Rayalaseema region and 2 of 11 disin
Andhra Pradesh received deﬁcieqt rainfall

In neighbouring Kerala,
where flooding and landslides
dueto monsoon rains claimed
more than 290 lives and dis-
placed over 10 lakh people
since 8 June, of the 14 districts,

10received excess rainfalland
two received “largely excess”
rainfall.

Ofthe31 districts inTelan-
gana, six reported large defi-

ciency; all four districts of

Puducherry reported defi-

clency.

Of the 30 districts in Kar-
nataka, another state neigh-
bouring Kerala, 14 received defi-
cient rainfall and two report-
edlarge deficiencyin rainfall.
Lakshadweep, too, received
deficient rainfall.

All four districts of Ray-
alaseemaregionand twoofthe
11districts in Andhra Pradesh
received deficient rainfall.

At the country-level, the
IMD said therewasa 27 per cent
rainfall deficiency in east and
northeast India, followed by
minus 3and minus 1innorth-
west and central India, respec-
tively. The south peninsula
division is the only one to

report 10 per cent more rain-
fall than the normal.

Accordingtofigures released
by the Water Resources Min-
istry this week, the total stor-
age of 91 major reservoirs in
the country is 161.993 billion
cubic metres, which is about
63 percent ofthe total storage
capacity of 257.812 BCM.

There are 15 reservoirs
being monitored by the Cen-
tralWater Commission in eas
and northeast India with the
current water storage level al
65 per cent of the total capac-
ity.In central India, water leve
is 57 per cent in 12 reservoirs
while the total storage in 27
reservoirs in western India it
just 45 per cent.
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Oxygen levels show why Yamuna
IS dead for all practical purposes

Intensity Of
Pollution Has
Risen In Last
5Years Or So

JayashresNandi
AT LT R

HNew Delhi: De A[|lll. several |
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i Delhi continues tobe
rely polluted. In fact, 1}
tensity af ]Ju.llulluu may

I oogygen (DO) levels — the
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Agra canal {Okhla)

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2015
NGT RULING

1 0JA must enswre that the 215TP5  Agra canal ‘s
closed due to inadenuate sewage

reaching them will be made
operational within two months
2 A plan be prepared for
instaliation of STPs along

| 32 major and minor dmins

Lo

Downstream
" Di_c.h.'a barrage

BIOCHEMICAL OXYGEN DEMAND

amount of dissolved axypen needed for

micro-0rganisms to break down organic waste

The lower the BOD, the better...
2010
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most places. the biochemical
oxygendemand (BOD) —the
emouni of dissolved oxygen

~~needed for micreorganisms

to breakdown the organic

waste in water or, in stmple lnk{y'n&n'.a.-mgme]nwi'er sad or work
ferms, 0Xygen needed by the  the BOD, the better s forel-  pacit Ot
rivertosustatn life—didnol  ver Life. On the other hund, the

meet the stanadard (1 should
naot excesd 3meslire

In water; at most locations, BOD found to be
ahove the standard 3 mo/litre, even in Sept

L May (pre-mansoon

DISSOLVED OXYGEN

* Amownt of gxygen dissalved in water ought

to be 2 minimum of 4 mg/lire to sustain life;
2005 onwards, there is nearly no DO in any
stretch of Yamana

wThe higher the DO, the better
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Rain over
next 3 days
o bring relief
from heat

Tomes News Nomwosn
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~yhe National Green

' the Central Pollution

_toconstitute acommittee to

enqguire about the status of
51,837 industriesin the nation-
- al capital which arerunning

in residential areas without

requisite approvals. =~ |

The green panel asked th

apex pollution monitoring

bodyto form a two member
commitiee to look into the
entire matter and take appro-

priate action in aceordance

withlaw, | il

“The North Delhi Munic-
ipal Corporation, East Delhi
Municipal Corporation, South
Delhi Municipal Corpora-

tion, Delhi State Industrialand .

4 I_nfrastr-lictm'eDe_\__{’e'lppnjerit

- Corporationand DelhiDevel - -
opment Authority will ‘co-
operate and provide all assis-
tanceto the Committee con- -

stituted by the CPCB,” a
bench, headed by NGT Chair-
persun Justice Adarsh Kumar

| Goel, said. ;

. Thetribunalfurther direct-

Iribimal has directed -
‘Control Board (CPCB)

 Bikram Singh Sajwan.
e committee consti-
- asked the three municipal

its report on the issue with-
in two months {0 a panel

* comprisingformer Delhi chief

secretary Shailaja Chandra and
retired NGT expert member

tuted by the tribunal may

takefurther appropriate action

as may be found necessary,
subject to any further order
of this tribunal,” it said,
The order eame after tak-
ing note of a news report
published in an english daily
alleging that thousands of

polluting industries are being
- brazenly runin the city right
. underthenoseofthe author-

Sities,

Delhi State Industrial and

~ Infrastructure Development

- Carporation (DSIDC) recent-
lylisted 51,837 units operat-

ing from non-conform-

ing/residential areas and

“corporations {o initiate action
«againstthem.

The green panel :
asked the apex poliu-

~tion monitoring body
to form a two mem-

The report had said that -

ber committeeto

look into the entire
~matter and take
-appropriate action in
‘accordance with law.

Najafgarh and Mansarovar
-Garden, all in west Delhi;

Ashram, Bhogal, Jangpura,
‘Maharani = Bagh = and

- Mahipalpur in south Delhi;

“Gandhi Nagar, Jheel, Shastri

~ Nagar, Kailash Nagar, Jafrabad

 “According to the news
item, theindustrieswere cre-

- atingwaterand air pollution
in theareas asthey donot have
~license to operate.
. 'The analysisof the data
released by DSIIDC shows
- mostviolationsin Moti Nagar,
- Kirii Nagar, Ramesh Nagar,

and Shahdara in east Delhi;
and Sadar Bazaar, Chandni

- Chowk, Malkaganj, Balli-

maran, Lal Kuan and Kash- -

_mere Gate in north Delhi.

,"Other highly affected
dreas are Karol Bagh, Patel

‘Nagar, Anand Parbat, Rohtak

Road, Rajinder Nagar, '0ld
Rajinder ‘Nagar in central
Delhi; Shahdara, GI Road,

- BabarpurandVishwas Nagar

1

in northeast Delhi;and Burari
and Jagatpuri in morthwest
Delhi,” the reportsaid. s
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- yr's monsoon & st|II | counting

Over 70 Lakh KERALATOLLATBBT

People Affected
In Five States

Pradeep.Thakur
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Kerala has got

~widespread ‘attention, with
close to 400 deaths and massi-
ve destruction in one of the
worst floods in the state's his-
tory but nearly 600 lives were
lostin four other states dueto
overflowing rivers, with the
homeministry putting the to-
tal figureat 993.

More than 70 lakh people
have heen affected and al-
most17lakh arelivingin reli-
ef camps, according to the
disaster management divi-
sionof the homeministry:

o ol S s e g

145 lakh

Kerla | 14 | 387 o s41lakh
T, T 204 10800 |~ 2A4lakh |
WBengal | 23 195 NA | -:__e'-‘_'“f_ﬂ":-.‘i.iakh
Karnataka 1 el s 5800 | - 35lakh |
Assam 23 | 46 | 24lakh|  Li5lakh
Data as on August 22; Source: Disaster management division, MHA

Apart from Kerala, the
other flood-hit states are Ut-
tar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Karnataka and Assam.

While Kerala reported the
highest loss of lives dueto flo-
ods, TP saw 204 deaths, West
Bengal 195, Karnataka 161 and
Asgam4s.

In Kerala, 54 lakh people

have been affected and 145

T TR P T P Pa

lalkh people are living in relief
camps. In Assam, 11.51akh peo-
ple have been affected and 2.4
lakh are inrelief camps.

In 2017, morethan,200 pe-

gple were killed in flood-rela-

ted incidents while thefigure
wes 936 in 2016, according to
officialdata.

pContinuedon P9

No action for 4 yrs
despite warning
on Western Ghats

]\ ore than four years and
AV 1 three draftnotifications :
since March 2014 when the !
Centrerecognisedtheneedto i
prevent further degradation :
of thefragile ecology of Wes- :
tern Ghats, it has failed to :
bring six states.on board for !
urgent action. As-a result,
56,825 sq km of ‘ecologically
sensitive’ area. could not be
earmarked as ‘no go" zone for

‘polluting activities and defo-

restation. Earmarking Kera-
12’5 9.993 5q km as eco-sensiti-
ve area four years ago may
not have saved the state from
excessive rainfall but the de-
lay is making the state more
vulnerable. P7
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Six states sitting on edge as
~draft green norms hang

ire

- Centre’s Draﬂ: On Preservmg Western Ghats Notified In 2014

Vishwa.Mohan «
@ﬁmesgroup.ccm

New Delhi: Over four years

and three draft notifications -

since March 2014 when the
Centre recognised the need
to prevent further degrada-
tion of the fragile ecology of
Western Ghats, it has failed
to bring six states on board

forurgentaction.

““ecologically sensitive’ area

Asaresult. 56,8255q km of

couldnotbeearmarked as‘no
go’ zone for pollufing activ-
ities and deforestation — a

| prerequisite to save the re-
~gion from constant environ-
'mental degradation. Ear-

marking Kerala's 8,993 sg km

. as Eco-Sensitive Area (ESA)

four years ago may not have

saved thestatefrom excessive
rainfall but the delay is cer-

‘tainlymakingthestate, along

with five others in the West-

‘‘ern Ghats, moremﬂnerable

Since the demarcated ar-
eas remain on paper despite
the draft being notified thrice
infour years, continued defor-
estation hasleft the stretch of
1,500 km running through the
six states prone to landslides

,'2,

of

Covers
distance of
1,500 km
«along western
“toast Pote

Frapnsed area to stop polluting
activities and deforestation:

56 825 sq krn

Tamil Nadu IS 6,914

- mg,ggg

. Goaff1,461
Gujarat| 449

Second  Sepiember 4, 2015
Third Febraary 27, 2617

and floods even in a situation
‘above mormal’ rainfall
duringashort period of time.

“High rainfall needs vege-
tated hills to break the rain’s
energy and clear drainage
lines (stream and rivers) to
safely take the silt and water

totheseas. (}vertune, denuda-

tion of hills, raising of dams,
diversion nf drainage lines
and occupation of floodplains

created a recipe for what has
‘been witnessed,” environ-
mentalist Manoj Misra said.
““Unless "business as usu-
al’' is reversed, Kerala 2018 is
not the last that the nation
hasseen,” Misra, convener of
Yamuna Jive Abhiyaan, said

whilenotingthat destruction

‘of ‘ecologically sensitive’ ar-

“ea in Kerala was one of the

reasons for the devastation it

witnessed this month
Every time the environ-
ment ministry notified the
ESA draft, as recommended
‘byahigh levelworl_{mggmup
(HLWG) headed by space sci-
entist K Kasturirangan, it
asked the Western Ghats
states — Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala—tfosubmit
-~ their views or objections.
The process, however; has
ah‘eadyseenafouryeardclay
~ It has got entangled in states’
objections — mainly from
Kerala, Karnataka, Maha-
: rashtraand"[‘amﬂﬂadu
“As g result, large scale de-
forestation, mining and con-
~struction are continning un- |
abated, hurting the ecology of :
Western Ghats... Thisflood(in
Kerala) would have happened !
in any case,” said Chandra
Bhushan, climate change ex-
“pert at the Centre for Science
and Environment. The HLWG
had submitted its recommen-
dations in April 2013 after ex-
amining an earlier report by :
“eeologistMadhav Gadgil. Both
reports had flagged need to :
earmark ESA to preventdefor-
estation in Western Ghats.
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U’khand rains: Boy swept
by river, ]andshdes block roads

Abhinav Madhwal

w ebiinav.madhwIEhtlive.com

HALOWANE Ahoywasswept away

“inGolariverinHaldwanionSat-

urday afterrainslashed various
partsofl] md, friggering
landslides and | rlvers fluwmg

. inspate.

The boy, identified as Vivek
Belwal(15), sonofastreetvendor,
’had gonetoswimintheriverwith
his friends when the incident
tookplace. However, hisfriends
hid his shoes and cycle in the
bushes dueto which his parents
cametoknowoftheincident sev-
eral hourslater.

‘Sixteen pilgrims of the 12th

e

away

] Gola mmn spata. ﬂowing belnwthe dangermark in Haldwani. #7

'Km:naﬂn Mandai Vlkas N’igam

.gamemﬂu\ave_l]mgan extravokm.
* the nodal agency :rar Kallash- &

“Heavy rains lashed the state

bateh of Kailash Mansarovarare Mm‘lsarovaryatra_ i - capital Dehradun, The Ganga
currently stranded in' Gunji Inanother mcadent afun_eral wasﬂomgcluse‘tothewammg
while the other pilgrims have = pyrewas sweptawayintheGola  levelinRishikeshandHaridwar
returnedtoNewDelhiaftercom- - river at Chitrashila ghat. The - ~ The Rislnk_esh-ﬂadrma‘fh
pletingtheyatra. family of the deceased tried to ‘highway at Lambagad in Cham-
“’I‘hepﬂgnmsaremacampas g -camhtheﬂoahngpyrehutfaﬂed - olidistrictwasalso blocked dueto
| thehelicopters couldnot take off ﬁue'tothe.ragmgtanent - landshdes, thedisaster manage-
from Gunji duetomoessantram: ‘Aculverteollapsed inNajiba-  mentofficesaid Ramscontinued
Wearewaitingfortheweatherto”  had ,forcingtheroadwaysbuses mtheKumaonregion on Sunday
clearso that pilgrims can safely '&uiakelongerrbmetcmadn]]eh - but no major incident was
return to Pithoragarh,” said TS radunfrom Haldwani Thebuses rept}rteﬂfrom any part.
Marmhya, genera.l manager of are now;:lymgmMuzaﬁ'a:na L £ (With PTi J':npiﬂs)i
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| to the continued support of -

‘Defence Minister Nirmala

‘Minister H.D, Kumaraswamy :

: .forget small differences,and =
i join hands for the rehabilita-
| tion of the people of Ko&agu y bi

Kumaraswamy regrets
spat between l\fhmstersc,)r

- Timeto forget sma]] dlﬁferences says Kamataka CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU T
Seeking to bring the curtains
down on the spat between

Sitharaman and State Tou-
rism Minister S.R. Mahesh
during the former’s visit to
the flood-hit Kodagu district
on Friday, Karnataka Chief

on Sunday said it was time fo-

“The grave situation in
the district warrants it. Tet
us not be distracted from

_and Twitter on Sunday. “I
our key focus. Ilook forward

" am deeply pained at the turn

T

‘of events with regard to the

_ wsn ‘of Ms. tharaman She

was kind enough to extend

all possible support to the
State when her help was ¢
sought for rescue opera-
tions,” he said, and added
that he had also called up
Ms. Sitharaman. ;

He said: “Though the go-
vernment and the district
administration have ensured
and followed protecol des-
pite the tough situation in
the region during her visit, it

_ was unfortunate that the De-
- fence Minister had to go
‘through certain inconve-

niences, which we regret”
He praised Mr. Mahesh’s ef-
forts in flood relief.
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Kodagu adnnmstratlon puts

“With the respite om rain

. over the past few days, many
~ curious people —
~ and Dl.ltSIdEIS = began Visit- |
_ ing some of the disaster-hit
areas in and around Madike-

—both locals

ti. Officials said thisis an fm-
pediment to the free move-

-ment of relief supplies as the

existing narrow roads were

“choked with vehicles, and

people taking photographs.

Ban on hotel bookings =

Earlier this month, following
incessant rains, the district
administration had directed

beias ]arge mmbersai _p]e
' are visifing fle nd-
- slide-hit areas.

 all hotels, homesta an]i re-

sorts in Kodagu to notaccept
bookings till August 31. The

ban on hotel bookings

worked dll last week, when
the link to Madikeri from My-

suru and | Kusha]nagar was

“slides dlsrupted TO; 'x.:on—
nechwtymﬂnnthe‘dsgmct :

-'-ues issued a fzﬁsh dlrechve --

to hotels, Tesorts and homes-

“tays to not to entertain visi-

‘ReScue teams
calledback

i SPECIAL CORRESPDNDENT
: MYSURU

B Authormes in Kodagu

: .a]mounced that rescue

- tors ﬁIl }'mg'ust 31. Srmdya
- Deputy Commissioner, Ko-
‘dagu, also warned of legal
‘action if the directive was

violated. The banisin the in-
terest of the visitors’ safety,

‘the release -added.‘_.'
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-alnagarin Coorg.

o -y parts of the

. Karnataka and Wayanad, Pa- ‘Planters Consortium, said,

- acres of leased land I_)utiam son, he added.

notsureif can recoupeven a
e quarter of the expense,” said -
- Manjunath, a farmer at Kush-

- Impactonpepper
- "Torrential rains have washed
‘off black pepper vines in ma-
\ Wo States.
S R S - This will adversely affect pep-
iffected by the soft rot dis-  per production in the coming

. The rains wiped out ginger
- thizomes on almost 5,000
‘hectares in Karnataka and
-500 hectares in Kerala, Nay- -
rang Mohanan, - president,
+South Indian Ginger Growers’
ssociation told The Hindy.

~ease, Heavy rains in ginger season,” Kishore Shamji Kury-
growing regions .of Mysuru, . wa, Cochin Chapter head, In-
- Coorg, Chikkamagalury, Has- dian Pepper and Spice Trad-
- 5an and Shimoga districts in €xs, Farmers, Producers and
- lakkad, Pathanamthitta and - ""‘!ﬁghmoist!uémnrenttgw-'
~ Idukki districts in Kerala in - ingto [the] rains has triggered
. June flooded the fields, = fungaldlseaseslikeqmckwﬂt 4
- "I have spent nearly %50 and soft wilt.” Pepper produc-
dakh to cultivate ginger on 10 tion may fall 40-50% next sea-

o
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T atlmeof Ioss abitof

cheer onOnamin Kerala

Malayahs setaside thelr grief for amuch
loved kmg onhis armual visit to thestate'

pookalam (tradltonal ﬂower arrangement) made

of dustpans brooms and glovesto hr_mg inthefesti-

val of Onam at aréhefcamp mKerala said it all.

: Desplte thehorrendousﬂoodmg mwhlch over2s0

.people died, a million penple were ﬁ}spiaced and
properry worth’ thousandsofcrores destmyed theresilientMal-
ayali st;]lretams asenseof humur Desplte afaJﬂy tough future

- - chief minister Pinarayi Vi]ayan eshmates that the state wﬂ]
: =takea decade to get hackto normal--the festival was celebrated :
acrossthe statein a remarkahle oommg togeﬂler of, a]lfalfhs The
tragedy has unleashed a spirit of rcamaraderle unseen in an

: intensely political state. Chmhes, mosques ;and temples have ; |

~all done thelr bitto make Onam aaiﬁﬁehapmer forpeople,

: abeloved king Mahabali
wassopopularﬂxatthegodsfeliﬂareaieneﬁandbamshedhmtﬁ
menetherwoﬂdm a deoeltful manner Butsuch was melcmgmg
ofhis subj ectstoseehnn agam fhathewaspenmtted toreturn
| onceayear, cnOnam when people awaltham mtha*grandfeast

; dressedmnew clnﬂlesamldfestwmes suchas the famous snake

- boatraces. It1sthe story ofthe perenmalretmn oftheman who

haslost his home and land, somethmg the indomitably coura-

. geous Malayalis can take heart from atthJs time. Kerala has
e muchte celebrate in the manner in which therescue and relief.

i operauons were comiucted .R risofmpara]leled generosity |
- fromtherichand the poora the proactive role played by the :
state government have given people hope in the midst of such
£ loss Evenﬂlemntmversya"boutforelgn aid has hot gotmuch
H‘acﬂenmthmﬂlestate !

gl ';T_'hegovernmenthasdonewe}ltodlvertrts()nmnﬂe}ebranon
s fundsfarﬂoadmhef Theextentofloss anddeathshave yettobe
g  ascertainedaccuratelybut forone day, Jon Saturday, the people
; ~ ofReralasetaside theirgrief and put their bestfaceforward for

_ '-'-:-.{namuch loved kmgonhls annual visit. Well p]ayed Kerala
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Village battling IS tag
is part of relief team

FLOODS SSmERs |

PICKING UP THE PIECES

ARUN JANARDHANAN X
{DUKKI, AUGUST 26 e

INMAY 2016, after over 25 peo- -
ple from Kerala fled to
Afghanistan to join the Islamic -
State (1S), Padanna, a villagein
the north Kerala district of ik
Kasargod, earned the uncharita- i it e S

ble tag of being the “15's recruit- Nearly 100 youth from \@ 4
menthub” —amajorityof those :

who left were from Padanna.

- Padanna are helping out.

Now, nearly 100 youngsters — GTATE GOVT THANKS
from the same Muslim-majority CENIRAL FORCES,
village are among the many such DEFENCEPAGEZ .
groupswhoare playing amajor i PAGE7 .
rolein helpingKeralarecoverfrom TP e A
the devastation of the recent ous symbals” before coming to
floods. Atleastfiveof theseyoung-  Central Kerala since they didn’t
sters said they trimmed their - -want any unwanted attention.
beards and avoided other “obvi- I_CQNTINUE__D_QN PAGE2

T _/

Village. 'batt_ling IS tag

Goa and reached Kozhikode by train” he
says. He then borrowed afriend’sand drove

Ever since the ﬂiS&StE!‘bEgBIthAnguS@dDWD on August 18 to Changanassery,

15, over 30youth from Padanna have been

| working on the grotind in flood-hitareas -

* whileaboutadozenothershave been trav-
ellingupand down, ferrying supplies. Back

inthevillage,ateamof 60 peopleand about

‘seven local elubs have also been working
round the clock to source items and 1aise
i funds for the relief work, mainly to
- Ernakulam, Chengannurand Alleppey.

- and raising resources online, said at least
25 trucks with supplies have left Padanna
since August 17. The main collection cen-
. treforthese suppliesis atat Edappalliin
" Ernakulam, where a native of Padanna
- has turned his hotel intoagodown forre-
- liefitemns. el
b One of the 30-odd volunteers from
¢ Padanna who are'working on the ground
! is Zuhair Ismail, 3 31-year-old who works
. foraQatar-based radio station. Ismail says
' heflew down on August 17 afterseemg the

¥,

—

' magnitude of the disaster. *] was persofi- -

' ally very upset. Since it was difficult to get

-aticket toairportsin Kerala, 1 flewdown to

where he setup a base camp.

- Overthelast 10 days, Ismail and team
have managed to get four trucks from
Padanna through Ernakulam, “We have
distributed some 25,000 litres of drinking

water in Chengannur, Kolenchery and
* Thiruvalla. We managed to mobilise sev-

- eral local people toassistusin the distribu-

_ " tion of items,” says Ismail, who has been
Shabeer Ali, a Gulf-based business-
manwho is coordinating the relief work -

staying ina small lodge in Changanessery

wwith four others. He has also managed to
 source truck loads of provisions from
- Malappuram district.

On Sunday, Ismail’s team had justre-

turned after delivering food and drinking
 water in areas such as Pandanadu near
- Chengannur. “The water is receding but
still it is knee deep in many places. So we
have been carrying items in small boats.”
‘hesays. _
~ AtEmakulam,atleast fiveof the 18 men
 from Padanna whoare camping to coordi-
nate the reliefwork, said that before leav-
ing their village, they did something un-
. usual — they trimmed their long beards
that they had been keepingas part of their
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faith. |

Mohammed Salih, a 27-year-old con-
struction engineer from Padanna who has
‘beenvolunteeringat the camp in Edappalli,
said he joined the refief mission on August
18. “Almost every household in Padanna
has contributed money or materials for the
flood victims. For the mistake done by a

handful of people in2016, we suffered alot

in the last two years. Probably thatis what
forced some 6f usto trim ourbeards before
coming here. We were conscious not to dis-
playany banner orreligious symbol, Most
ofthe people involved in the relief work are
Muslims because ours is a largely Muslim
area”Salih said. '
Anothervolunteer, Mohammed Ali, 34,
who deals with surgical equipments in
‘Ernakulam, says they are not here “to be-
‘come heroes”, “I don't want to tell you
‘about the workwe have done. But people
should know that Padanna is not a terror
factory. Irrespective of religion, we cele-

“brate our temple festival in Padanna once

every three years. Padanna has never had

- any communal tension. ButIhave been

stopped at different airports for being a

‘Muslim with an address in Padanna,” he
said. ¢



