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196 Of Them
Are Over
100 Years Gld

Chethan.Xumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: -For the first
time, the Centre is planning
to conduct a ‘break analysis’
of 5,247 large dams across
the country, and put in place

an emergency action ‘plan,. |3

especially for the196 that are
over 100 years ald. Of these’

196 dams, 72 are in the south- -

ernstatesand Maharashtra.
Break analysis is the ex-
amination of damsto identify
potential failures that may re-
sult in an uncontrolled re-
lease of water. It involves the
characterisation of threatsto
pubhcsafetyﬂaatadamposes
The government has 4l-
ready drafted a ‘dam safety -
bill’, currently being re-
worked by the Niti Aayog.
There are two safety is-
sues: the risk of breach and
floods, and the decreasing
ability to hold as much v, >r
as the original capar

(whichmeanslesslivesiutage . -

and per capita availability of
water). These concerns make
maintenance more critical for
dams, though not allarein a
dilapidated condition or in
needof immediaterepair.

In October 1987, the Cen-
tre had constituted the
National Committee on Dam
Safety (NCDS), which was
tasked with overseeing dam
safety .and  suggesting
improvements. The commit-
tee, headed by the Central
Water Commission chair-
man, met 37 times and has
been instrumental in the
maintenance of dams.

Dam expert Captain SRa-
ja Rao, who was secretary of
the Karnataka water re-

CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES: Water flows out of a Puerto Rico

‘a flrst 'cjévttéﬁ run safety%
checks on 5,000 big dams

dam damaged by Hurricane Maria in a photo from last week. Hundreds
were evacuated from the vicinity amid fears of a dam break

areas, is critical. Take the
Alamatti dam (in Karnata-
ka),and you'llseeitssizewas
increased based on advice
from the World Bank, but it
hasseveral drawbacks.”
“However, he pointed out
that successive governments
~hadbeenspendingalotoftime
and money on dam upkeep.
“There is a continuous effort
to improve the inspection gal-
leries in dams (which are key
indicators of a dam’s health)
and a project called DRIP
(Dam Rehabilitation and Im-

sources dgpartment, said:u~provement

“The safety aspect, especial-
ly with dams in flood-prone

Pm?une)ls un-
der way*Rags

DRI‘P, which was started

under the UPA government in
April 2012 and has been work-
ing with five state govern-
ments (Karnataka, Tamil Na-
du, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh
and Odisha) and two agencies
(Damodar Valley Corporation
in Jharkhand and Uttarak-
hand Jal Vidyut Nigam Ltd),
was conceived with an esti-
mated budgetof Rs2,100crore.
The project cost has now been
revised to around Rs 3,400
crore and the World Bank has
agreed to fund 80% of that,
DRIP director Pramod Na-
rayantold TOI.

“Whilethe goal isto even-
tually workonalldamsinthe

country, we are working on
225 dams, and these don’t in-
cludeallthel96damsthatare
more than 100 years old. For .
the first time, last month, we " :
prepared a draft emergency
action plan, which deals
with situations that (could)
arise in case uf a breach, ar-
eas affected, rehabilitation,
and soon,” Narayan said.

One big problem, Rao
said, was the fact that the
majority of India’s large
dams- had dysfunctional
scouring-sluices (which are
responsible to keep silt out
of the dams), affecting stor-
age capacity and posing a
threat to the structure.

The Tungabhadra dam in
Karnataka is just 64 years
old, andmorethan37%of itis
filled with silt. In June, the
government conceded on the
floor of the state assembly
that it is impossible to re-
move more than 0.11% of the
silt. “Older dams have a
larger problem of silt,” Rao
said, while Narayan added
that continuous monitoring
and regular intervention

~alone can prevent this prob- /

lem from worsening.




‘“'Wﬁv_:rw»w,v,mﬁﬂ T

Wﬁﬁ@,ﬁﬁﬁqﬁ&fﬂsﬁ
3 R 8 wE W EA S

J Yo ATy
——«—/__"_‘4(#,_/;7 |

afeerd 3 F T FaE 0
f S ¥ S T AAEE T
Wwwmﬁmq
o ¥ e @ Gl
qegyew ® wE AW F

| oo A T

£ Wi F ween Tw e
i ga e B for
mmawm@
W%qmmﬁm
ﬁmaaﬁmaﬁxir@(ﬁ
wyER HETEd H A
meum&

; ofm 3 i F AT

fau 2@ < 9gH



