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ovi may Resume Allotting Coal to

Power Plants with Short-Term PPAs

Empowered committee on stressed thermal power plants studying the proposal, likely to meet on Friday

Sarita.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government is conside-
ring lifting a nearly decade-old restric-
tion on allotment of coal to merchant po-
werplants thatsupply electricity toshort-
term markets, including the power ex-
changes: This may come as a relief to po-
wer projects stressed for want of coaland
long-term power purchase' agreements
(PPAs). Short-term power contracts refer
to contracts for less than a year.

At present, domestic coal is provided
only to plants having long- and medium-
term PPAs.

“Thereare aberrations in tariffsforfew

minutes on the power exchange a few ti-
mes in the year, but the average power
price remains lessthan ¥4 per unit,” a se-
nior government official said on condi-
tion of anonymity. “If the coal linkages
canbefreedup, stressed power plantscan

L

Exchange and of short-
term bilateral contracts &2
(Weighted Average Price)

Saurce: CERC

meet their debt obligations.”

The proposal is based on arecent analy-
sis that the short-term power market has
been beneficial for meeting the short-
term needs of the consumers, suppliers
and the sector asa whole, sources said.

An empowered committee on stressed
thermal power plants, headed by cabinet
secretary P K Sinha, is studying the pro-

- posal. The committee is set to meet on

September 28, sources said..

The government official quoted above sa-
id adequate safeguards, including the go-
vernment’s bidding portal for power pro-

' . curement, are available to prevent profite-

ering and cartelisation. Another govern-
ment official said state-run Coal India has
been asked to study the proposal. ;
AccordingtoaCentral Electricity Regu-
latory Commission report on short-term
markets, average spot market prices are
lower than those discovered through
short-term bilateral contracts.

The short-term power market constitu-
ted about11% of the total electricity gene-
ration in India in 2017-18, the report said..

“The weighted average price of electri-
city transacted through traders and po-
wer exchanges declined from 7.29/kWh
and 37.49/kWh respectively in 2008-09 to
73.59/kWh andz3.45/kWhrespectively in
2017-18,” thereport said.

The restriction on merchant power
plants was: introduced during the days of
acute coal shortages. It was lifted last year
for plants with medium-term power pur-
chase agreements. Plants supplying to
short-term competitive markets procure
coalfrom e-auctions and gTéBal markets.

EThadreportedon Septemberi4thatthe
government plans to auctién power supp-
ly contracts with attached coal supplies,
ease norms to allow coal usage for shert-
term power contracts and put in place a
payment mechanism to help-power pro-
jectsrecover dues from state discos.
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,;Yamunaﬂlat crossedthe danger

mark 0f:204.83m on Tuesday is
_‘expected to start receding from
- Thursday,districtofficials said.
' ““The water level touched
1205.79m at 7pmon Wednesday. It

- 'is expected to touch a peak of

205.85m by 11 pm, following
~which it is expected to recede.
‘Thedistrict admlmstratl

Hlmachal Pradesh 'and ﬁttara—
khand overtheweekend.
_ The measures taken by the

government ‘however, proved
. 'futlleaslessﬂaantwoper‘
- the tents were occuj :
. least1,391 tents were pitched.
' Butonlyaround 98 people moved

tof

‘to the tents. Around 600 people
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Centre asked to expedite release of relief fund§\

Kerala CM Pinarayi briefs Home Minister Rajnath Smgh about the prevailing situation in the State

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Wednesday
met Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh and requested
him to expedite the process
of giving financial assistance
to the State which faced un-
precedented floods recently.
Mr. Vijayan briefed Mr.
Singh about the prevailing
_situation in Kerala and the
steps taken by his govern-
ment to bring back normal-

cy.

Visit by Central team

Last week, an inter-Ministe-
rial team, headed by a Spe-
cial Secretary of the Home
Ministry, had gone around
the State for five days to as-
sess the damage caused by

HomeMinister Rajnath Singh with Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan in New Delhi on Wednesday. =p1i

the recent floods. The team
visited Kerala after the State
government had sent a de-
tailed memorandum seeking
34,700 crore as compensa-
tion for the damage caused

by the rain and floods, consi-
dered to be the worst in a
century.

At least 488 people had
died in the floods this mon-
soon, which hit 12 districts of

the State. The memorandum
comprised details about the
loss of human lives, proper-
ties, infrastructure and
crops, an official said.

In case of any natural ca-
lamity beyond the coping ca-
pacity of a State, the State go-
vernment submits a detailed
memorandum  indicating
sector-wise details of dam-
age and requirement of
funds for relief operations of
immediate nature. Accord-
ingly, the Kerala government
sent the memorandum.

As per the existing guide-
lines, an Inter-Ministerial
Central Team (IMCT) visits
the State for on-the-spot as-
sessment of damage and ad-
ditional requirement of
funds.

The IMCT report is consi-

v

dered by a subcommittee of
the National Executive Com-
mittee (SC-NEC) headed by
the Union Home Secretary in
conformity with the norms
and then by a high-level com-

.mittee chaired by the Home

Minister for approving the
quantum of additional assis-
tance fromr'the National Dis-
aster Relief Fund. L

On August 21, the Central
government had released
¥600 crore to the flood-hit
State as promised by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
(X500 crore) and Home Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh (100
crore) during their visits to
the State.

This was in addition to the
¥562.45-crore already made
available in the State Disaster
Relief Fund.
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: 1€ proj-

| ects is about Rs 1977 crore.
‘The Centre has already

. released Rs 156 crore. The

_]acent areas.
0, the seepagereduces the
flow in them. Gadkari said,
: - “The relining of Sirhind
* The pro_]ects aretobefund— ment will pltch w1th the f.canalwﬂl save 256 cusecs of
~ed both by the Centre, an :
i the two states. The Central

,,‘fundmg will be made the hnmg of both canals
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North India gets heaviest
two-day rainfall in 3 years

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com.

New Delhi: The remnant of
cyclone Daye, which hit Od-
isha coast last Saturday and
surged inland, brought the
wettest weather seen over
northIndiainthreeyears.The
system dumped an average of
38.9mmof rainon Sundayand
Monday, the highest two-day
spe]l of rainfall in the region
since July 2015, with Hima-

chal Pradesh witnessing its

rainiest September in at least
thelast14 years.

. Monday was the wettest
September day over north In-
dia since 2014, India Meteoro-
logical Department records
reveal. It was also the heaviest
day of rain in the region, for
anymonth, since July 2016.

“North India saw extreme
weather over the pastfew days
caused by the interaction of
moisture brought in by cy-

cloneDayeintheformof alow

pressure with a westerly sys-
tem that circulated that mois-
ture across the region. The
system hasalmost passed now
and rainfall will significantly
decrease from Wednesday;”
said KJRamesh,director gen-
eralof IMD.

Himachal Pradesh was
ground zero of the deluge. In
four days, the state received
nearly 33% more rain than
normal for the month of Sep-
tember. Rainfall totalling
166.7mm battered the state
during this period, triggering
flash floods and landslides.
Normal rainfall in the state
for the month of September is
alittlemorethan125mm.

The most severe weather
in Himachal was on Sunday

: BENGAWRU LAKE FROTHS AGAIN Followmg rainfall, toxic froth
- has begun to emanate from Bellandur |
mstallmg water-sprinklers and a mesh

spite the civic bod}ryA

The state was pounded with
an average of 67.9mm of rain,
more than 15 times the nor-
mal. That day; the wettest dis-
tricts of Una and Hamirpur
were deluged with more than

96mm of rain, over 16 times
thenormal inthe caseof Una.
“Himachal Pradesh hasso
far received 255mm of rain in
September. It is the highest
rainfallin the state during the
monthsinceatleast2004. Rain
records earlier than 2004 are
not readily available,” said
Manmohan Singh, headof Hl-
machal’s Met department in
Shimla. Thefour-day wet spell
lifted the monsoon figures of 3
Haryana—whichwasreeling :
under deficient rains — to
well within the normal range
at an overall shortfall of just :
8%.Punjab’sdeficitof 16% (as :
on September 21) was wiped
out and the state now has a
monsoon surplus of 10%. The
deluge, however; hasreported-
1y caused damage to standing
paddy and cotton crops.
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Amotorcyclist trips while navigating
flyover in Bengaluru on Monday. DH PHOTO/JANARDHANEBK

feegedreT ( aee )

through the waterlogged road undr the Hebbal

Heavy rain turns road under
Hebbal flyover into a stream

BENGALURU: Commuters
travelling around the Hebbal
flyover in north Bengaluru
are facing a tough time these
days crossing the stretch.

On Tuesday severe water-
logging wasreported from the
area and vehicles got stuck in
the waist-deep water.

“The vehicles get stuck
in the stagnated water and
the pedestrians have to
wade through it. It is a night-
mare to pass through the
road,” said Ramesh H, a res-

ident of Coffee Board layout
in Hebbalwho travels to Resi-
dency Road for work.

Commuting achallenge
Commuting to work became

a challenge for many as they .

hadtowadethroughthewater
mixed with sludge.

Naveen Mishra, another
residentsaid that the rainand
the pothole-filled roads made
itvery difficult to travel.

‘“Twonder whether the offi-
cials are bothered about this

ornot,” he said.
The local police offi-

* cials were left as helpless on-

lookers on Tuesday as even
trucks struggled to get past
theroad.

Passing the buck onto Ban-
galore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB),

‘a senior civic official said

that they were responsible
for the mess as they have not
cleared the sewagelines prop-
erly. :

DH News Service

u




e 36:09: 2018 BT BREd ARTATT TN H TN AT/ 8l FAFe=el AATI

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

The Times of India ( Mumbai )

\_HTE Telegraph ( Kolkata )

)

The Tribune ( Chandigarh )

N ~
orat M@ I=tcic

AdATIA C

2ezoAT ( OP=T )

A Channai )

Tho Hind,

u
/
!

| OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Alipore: Tearing rainfall,
accompanied by thunder and
lightning, on the southern
fringes of the city and just a
drizzle elsewhere — Tuesday’s
rain graph was the result of a
tall and thin thundercloud
that formed from the con-
fluence of winds, common to-
wards the end of the monsoon.

More rainfall is expected
on Wednesday and Thursday
as the hot and dry north-west-
erly wind from central India
meets the cool and wet south-
westerly from the Bay of Ben-
gal. Showers are more likely

during the day, when the air is
hot with thesun
e sky will

W
from Friday, weat
said. {

It started raining around
1pm on Tuesday. Loud claps of
thunder were followed by in-
tense spells of rain in the east-
ern parts of the city. The Jora
Bridge area in Santoshpur re-
ceived the heaviest rainfall at
46.2mm between 1pm and
2.45pm, followed by 44.9mm in

' Patuli, 25.1mm in Dhapa and

22.9mm in Ultadanga. /
Ballygunge received
7.lmm rainfall while many
places got a fleeting drizzle or
remained completely dry.
Alipore, the ;city’s official
weather station, received just
1mm of rain in the afternoon.

terly mon-

soon from the country, G.K.

EFven rainfall

i |

F“ monsoon retreat

cmysyes—

Rain in Beleghata and (right) in Salt Lake on Tuesday afternoon. -
Pictures by Pradip Sanyal ?nd Sanjoy,Chattopadhyaya

SHOWER SHARE
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Location Rainfall
Jora Bridge 46.2
Patuli - e : 45.0
Dhapa S il o |
Ultadanga 229
Ballygunge 71
Palmer Bridge 25
Alipore 1.5
i L O P Rainfall in mm
A waterlogged street near SAI Complex in Salt Lake Source: Calcutta Municipal Corporation
Das, director, India Meteoro-  and 15. “The flow of the south-  ture condenses and forms A trough of low pressure pressure points on the map —
logical Department, Calcutta, westerly winds already thunderclouds,” Das said. But ~stretched from Arunachal is passing close to Calcutta at
said. A weakened. Thisisallowingthe the ambient weather mustbe Pradesh tothe northern Bayof present.
The monsoon winds start north-westerly winds toreach hot for this mechanism to Bengalis likely to weaken by “When the trough moves
receding from the north-west. ~ Calcutta. When the two winds work, which is why cloud for- Friday, reducing the chances away, the moisture content in
They usually withdraw from meet, the lighter wet wind mation and rainfall is more of rainfall. The trough — an the air would reduce,” Das

Calcutta between October 10

gains altitude and the mois-

likely during the day, he said.

imaginary line joining low

-said.




