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~ Delhi govemment’sYamun_a gurnaround pl ne
‘boxes, butisn' comprehensive enough {0 1€ store its health
N ABOUT TWO years, a five-km tretch along the Sver Yamuna in Delh will
have amedicinal garden, 1 biodiversity parkanda modernwresting ring. The river
' ilit] far-fetched, consid-

elhi government

will also have canoeing

ering that the Yamunais
1an to beautify abou

has an ambitious Rs 200-croreé p
eal f_rbm_ngz'_irabad. Cydetracksand

_realsoontheanvil.
But what about water? ltiswe

- enough water to dean it. Ther
'-._ - um flow oftheriver but upst m states, Hary
' navebeenextremely parsimonious Jbout releasing Water. _
© yamuna's SOITY state. The city accounts for less than three per cent
 putisculpable for — ore than 70 per centofits pollution ¢ '
tocleanupthe vamuna. Thecity has already spent more

ter flowing into the rvet andigno

. sewerage network. So untreate _
The Delhi government's plan does better on ¢his count: Its Yamuna

~ ectispart of anoverall turnaround plan for the river nwhichthedty's drains will be COn-

tlandswillbe dgveloped vo filter the muck.

pollution — in-

rected tothe sewage rreatment plants and we
factored In another kind of

ont. But will they be

stroll or cycle along the riverfr
the heavy metals that

uldtakea Jeisurely
without risking exposure 10

sructify, people €O
the Yamuna? Not

able totakeadip in
industries discharge into the river.
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keep the Ganga clean bafore immersing the mortal remains

- Uttarakhand CM Harish Rawat and others take a pledge to
+ of 2013 disaster victims, which were recovered recently, at Ha

T

rki Paudi in Haridwar on Wednesday.mo_m:m L

-
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KRrRISHNADAS RAajAGOPAL ney-General Mukul Rohatgij

' challenged the Centre’s posi-
tion, asking when the Su-
preme Court could review
the decisions of a con-
stitutiona] authority like 2
State Governor, what pre-
vents the top court from

validity of not only the stat-
utory enactments byt also

constitutional amendments.

It 1s inconceivable that the
framers of the Constitution
denied such power of judi-
cial review in respect of de-

Centre’s Opposition

The Centre had vehe-
mently opposed the Su-
préeme Court hearing ap-
peals filed by Tamj] Nadu,
Karnataka and Keraa against
the tribunal decision. Attor-

Bofi b S R for the Centre, had submit-
by the Centre that the Su- i R, . was barred under Article 262
-~ preme Court has nopowerto &5 5 SR EE A (3) and provisions of the
" judicially  reyiew the Inter-State Water Disputes
Cauvery tribunal’s 2007 Act, 1956 from entertaining
award is tantamount to giv- appeals under Article 136
ing the tribupal “absolute, against the Cauvery
uncontrolled, uncanalised tribunal’s award.
and unguided judicial power BONE OF CONTENT ION:A view of the Cauvery river in Mandya,
which negates the ryle of Karnataka. ' ‘Award is final’
law,” Tamil Nady said on | | Mr. Rohatgi had argued
Tuesday. hearing appeals challenging  cisions of the Tribuna] that the tribunal’s award was
a decision of a mere tribunaj constituted under 1956 Act”  final and had the force of the
Written submissions formed under a statyte. the State submitted through  Supreme Coyrt. He had
In detailed writtep sub- “The established legal po- advocates G. Umpathy and B, urged the court to dismiss
missions filed in the dpex  sition is that thjs court has Balaji. ‘ the appeals.
court, the State government the power to €xamine the A Bench led by Justice

-Dipak Misra had reserved

the question of Jurisdiction
for judgment op October 19
and ordered Karnataka to
continue release of 2,000
cusecs of water till further
orders.
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Velachery residents fear recu

Say sluggish underground channel work and overﬂOWing storm water drainsin r

R. SRIKANTH
K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAIL: Even before the on-
set of the northeast mon-

soon, a section of residents
in Velachery is fearful of a

possible repeat of last

year’s December deluge.
The slow progress in
constructing an under-
ground ‘channel for drain-
ing rainwater from the
Velachery Lake to the
Buckingham Canal on
Taramani Link Road and in-
complete sewer pipeline
construction work in cer-
tain areas have had
residents bracing them-
selves for flooding. Adding
to their woes is the traffic
chaos caused by construc-
tion work on a grade separ-
ator coming up at the junc-
‘tion of Velachery Main
Road-BypassRoad. @
S. Kumararaja, a resident
of Annai Indira Nagar in
Velachery, citing the long-
delayed underground

channel work being carried

out on Taramani Link Road
for several years, said sev-
eral residential areas, in-

cluding Tansi  Nagar,
Dhandeeswaram - Nagar,
Annat Indira Nagar and Be-

thel Avenue, could face
flooding because of a lack
- ‘of proper storm water drain

facility to channel the over-

flowing rainwater from the
Velachery Lake. He rued
the blocking of the storm
water drain network, which
has resulted in a portion of
Tansi Nagar
Dhandeeswaram  Nagar,

otherwise safe from water

stagnation, facing flooding

1ssues. - | o
While those living in res-

idential colonies along

and -

COMPOUNDING WOES: Trafflc is affected due to work on a grade separator that is coming up at
the junction of Velachery Main Road- Bypass Road. ~—— PHOTO: M. KARUNAKARAN

PREPARING FOR THE

MONSOON
IS CHENNAI READY?

Taramani Link Road are fa-

cing water stagnation, so-
cial welfare activists are

shocked by the complete .
lack of planning by govern-

ment agencies in demolish-
Ing a portion of the com-
pleted underground
channel on Taramani Link
Road.

dent of Sarathy Nagar, said
the demolition of the newly
constructed underground

" drain network on the Tara-

mani Link Road has resul-

‘ted in a waste of not only
public money but also -
likely traffic bottlenecks for

T. Arun Mohan a resi-

the motorists bound for the

information

corridor.
Sources in the Water Re-

sources Department said
that a portion of the diver-

sion channel was being de-

“molished to give way to

piers of one arm for the up-
coming grade separator on
Taramani Link Road.

' Of the 70-metre stretch

that is intersecting the

‘alignment of the grade sep-

arator, a portion of the
channel under construc-

tion is being demolished in
- two or three spots to ac-

commodate the piers.

- “The Highways Depart-
ment is demolishing the
portion and has assured us

 they would reconstruct it,
after the work on pier is

completed,” said an official.

technology .

"The Water Resources
Department is carrying out
works to interlink the por-
tion of diversion channel.
“Only 10 per cent of the
work is waiting to be fin-
ished. Of the 4,100-metre-
long channel planned, the
channel has been construc-
ted for a distance of nearly
3,800 metres. We want to
complete the entire work
by December. Work had to

be put on hold for a year for

the grade separator,” the of-
ficial added.

- While storm water from
neighbouring locations like
Nallathambi Street and
MGR Salai may be drained
without difficulty, the di-
version channel will not be
able to carry surplus water
from Velachery lake till the
entire work is completed.



Choked drains a concern

T. MADHAVAN

CHENNAI: The failure of fhe au-
thorities to clean choked

drains has been causing fre-

quent. water-logging even
after light rain in various
areas of Madambakkam and
Adhanur under Kundrathur

block of Kancheepuram dis-

trict.

endra Nagar, Silambu Nagar
and Vedachalam Nagar were
the worst-hit during the
heavy rain last year, with
more than five feet of water
flooding the houses for more
‘than a week before the dis-
trict -administration swung
into action to drain the water
into Adhanur lake.

But residents of Karthik -

Nagar said the drains have
been choked due to extens-

ive silting during last year’s

floods. “The choked drains

have made our lives mi-
serable. Even a shght drizzle

Subways

R. SRIKANTH

CHENNAL: During heavy rains,
the first infrastructure to go
under water is usually the
'subways in the city. The im-
mediate effect of the flood-
ing of subways linking im-
portant arterial roads
would be huge trafhc jams.
The flooding of the railway
under bridges (RUB) cuts
off access for the motorists,
forcing them to take a de-
tour via other arterlal
roads.

Karthik Nagar, Sri Ragav-

Even a slight drizzle leads to water-logging as the drains are
choked, say residents. — PHOTO: D. GOPALAKRISHNAN -

causes water-logging in our
area. This hampers move-

" ment of locals particularly

children, women and the
aged,” claimed residents of
Baby Nagar.

They said they had been

promised action during the
campaign for the Assembly
elections earlier this year but
nothing has been done so far
even though the monsoon 1s

" The Chennai Corpora-

tion maintains a total of 16
subways in the city, which
are mostly located in im-
portant areas like Saidapet,
T. Nagar, Egmore, Peram-
bur, and Royapuram.

With most of the RUBs

vulnerable to flooding dur-
ing rainy season, the civic
body this year has taken
steps to desilt the storm
water drain network linked
to these subways and have
cleaned up the collection

~ wells located near subways

round the corner.

A senior block level offi-
cer, while acknowledging the
problem, said that some low-
lying areas were facing prob-
lems. “We will undertake
cleaning of the drains in
areas faced with water-log-
ging. We have also submitted
a project to the government
for increasing the capacity of
drains,” he said.

to prevent stagnation of
water.

A senior official of the
Chennai Corporation said
that of the 16 subways,
RUBs in 11 places were
identified as prone to
flooding whenever there
was heavy rain.

The civic body has desil-
ted 11 subways including
Ganesapuram, Gengu
Reddy, Perambur, Villi-
vakkam, Reserve Bank,

- Aranganathan and Madley
Road. The cost of desilting

desilted ahead of monsoon

these 11 subways was Rs.
40.70 lakh, the official add-
ed.
 The official said the work
on cléaning the storm wa-
ter drain network along
with the collection wells
located near the subways
have been completed well
ahead of the monsoon.
Also, the heavy duty
pumps installed in the col-
lection wells have been ser-
viced and  additional
pumps kept ready to face
the North East monsoon.
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ams Crosses 100%

in parched Vldarbha Marathwada

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai:Thanks to the delay-

ed withdrawal of monsoon,
water stock in 50 dams in dro-
ught-attected Marathwada and
Vidarbha has crossed the 100%
mark, and across the state it
stands at 85%, the highest in
therecent past.

“Water stock in most of the
50 dams was zero per cent for
successive years and now sud-
denly, owing to the extended
Monsoon, 1t has crossed 100%.
Most of these dams are in Vi-
darbha and Marathwada re-

gions,” said a senior bureau- -

crat.
| These tworegions had been
reeling under drought for the
past several years and the wa-
ter situation had turned into a
crisis. It was so bad in Latur
and Parbhani that besides
transporting water by rail, the
district administration had to
invoke provisionsof section 144

R LmhEe . L
P ol L

bEL TR

Dam storage status (in%)
Marathwadal_ 774 2

to ban assembly of five or more
persons. “Owing to acute shor-
tage of water, there was a law
and order problem,” he said.
Also, for the first time, wa-
ter supply had tobe curtailed to

units manufacturing liquor
and beer. “PILs were filed befo-

.rethehigh court todemand cut

In water supply;” the official re-
called.
Chief minister Devendra

Fadnavis had to knock on the
Centre’s door for aid. He held
meetings with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as well as ho-
me minister Rajnath Singh
and managed to get Rs 3,000
crore to tackle the drought.
More importantly, the offi-
cial claimed, the CM drafted
the ambitious Jalyukta Shivar
scheme to enhance water sto-
rage in check dams and increa-
se underground water levels to
ensure that the state would not
face such an acute shortage in
case of future droughts. “The-
e was a massive response to
the scheme. People from all
walks of life contributed for
the projects. In most of the dis-
tricts across the state, a large
number of works under the
scheme are either in progress
or have been completed,” he sa-
1d, adding that as the CM comp-
letes two years in office on Oc-
tober 30, it will befor the first ti-
me 1n several years that there
will be no drought in the state.
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» One can get leptospirosis  in controlling monsoon-rela-
‘Mumbai: There were over by wading through water tod ilinesses, BMC told the HC.
13.000 cases of monsoon-reia- contaminated with animal " The BMC, in its note sub-
ted diseases in Mumbai, with urine or excreta mitted to the HC by senior ad-
around 20deaths, mostof them ; , vocate Joaquim Reis and advo-
due to leptospirosis, the BMC > Tn.e lnit;ect’:l’on mat%ke cate Trupti Puranik, said it
informed the Bombay High Co- anything between two ays was planning to set up a zoono-
urt on Tuesday. These include lo_foqr weeks to maniiest tic laboratory at the animal cl-
dengue, malaria, gastroenteri- SYMPTOMS nic in Khar to tackle diseases,
tis, HIN1 and cholera, the cor- | o hesides conducting studies at
o e ; » Fever, headache, chilis, ; :
poration informed in a note | yomiting, jaundice, diarrhoea, its medical colleges as well as
submitted before a division | yavec’ .!md e nai testingfeasibility of usingnon-
bench of Justice VM Kanade red eyes, abdominalpail__ chemical insecticides.
and Justice Swapna Joshl. » Many of these symptoms At an earlier hearing, the
Hearinga PILfiled by a cor- may be mistaken for other | courthad asked the BMCtotre-
porator about the BMC’s failu- diseases, so consult a doctor at monsoon-related diseases
re to tackle monsoon-related like an “epidemic”. Advocate

diseases, the HC said efforts

M

" Umesh Mohite, counsel for the

should bemadetokeepthemin  10CaSes, 8,317 gastro cases,150f  petitioner Dhananjay Pisal, sa-
check. In another PIL, it direc- cholera and three of HINL But id the BMC was yet to comple-
ted all corporations across the of the20deaths, nine were due tely implement measures re-
state to file affidavits on steps 10 leptospirosis, seven from  commended by the state.
they have taken to tackledeng- malariaand four from dengue. In its note, the BMC indica-
ue and other cases. Slums covering large areas, ail ted the number of leptospiro-
According to the BMC, this over-crowded public transport sis cases may rise—this year it
year there were 4,645 Cases of  system and the 600-800 metric  has already crossed last year’s
tonnes of solid waste that fo- figureof 176.

malaria, 705 of dengue, 197 lep-



