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Ammonia in Yamuna

five times over limit

POLLUTED Experts say lack of ecological flow causing
pollution, call for action against industrial units in Panipat, Sonepat

= The level of ammonia in Yamuna was five times above the acceptable limit at 2.5 parts per million

between last Wednesday and Saturday.

Mallica Joshi
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NEW DELHI: In August last year,
Union water resources minister
Uma Bhartiand Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal had agreed
to set-up a special purpose vehicle
for cleaning up and rejuvenating
the Yamuna. A month later that
year, the Delhi Jal Board chair-
person had said: “I will bathe in
aclean Yamuna 36 months from
now.”

Three months later, far from
being any cleaner, the extremely
high levels of pollution — espe-
cially ammonia—in the Yamuna
has forced water treatment plants
in Delhi to shut down operations.

The level of ammonia in
Yamuna was five times above the
acceptable limit at 2.5 parts per
million between last Wednesday
and Saturday. The acceptable
limit is 0.5 parts per million.

The primary reason behind
the recurrent problem is the fail-
ure to ensure ecological flow in
the river.

Ecological flow — which
is described as the minimum
amount of water that should flow
throughout theriver at all times
to sustain underwater and estua-
rine ecosystems and human live-
lihoods — must be maintained
at 10 cumecs (cubic meter per
second) at all times. This was
finalised in a memorandum of
understanding signed between
the governments of Haryana and
Delhi in 1994.

“Haryana has interpreted
this MoU erroneously. Ten cubic
meters per second of flow means
that this should be the flow in
the river at any given time. This
means that even if the state has
to release 20 cumecs of water to
maintain that flow, it should do
that. Haryana, however, does not
maintain the flow,” said a senior
Delhi Jal Board official.

Shutting of water treatment
plants due to the accumulation of
pollutants - particularly ammo-
nia - has become very common
over the past three- four years as
the minimum river flow cannot
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be maintained.

“There is barely any release of
water intheriver. Asaresult the
bed isrunning dry and pollutants
are getting deposited. After this,
unless ecological flow is main-
tained, the water will become
tough to clean,” the official said.

The problem, experts however
say, is with industrial units oper-
ating in Panipat and Sonepat.

“The pollution levels in water
increase in winters. The pollution
from industrial units in Haryana
becomes apparent during this
time. A stringent check on these
units along with maintaining the
river’s ecological flow is the need
of the hour: Leave the river alone.
It will clean itself,” said Yamuna
activist Manoj Misra.

According to Delhi water
minister Kapil Mishra, talks
between the state government
and the Centre is in progress.
“I have asked DJB to prepare a
plan to ensure that even if the
pollution level in the river goes
up, the water supply to the city is
not affected,” Mishra said.

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Air quality in Capital shows ‘very poor’ level

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mew Delhd, 27 January

The air quality in the national capi-
tal today is in the very poor’ catego-
1 Thelevels of Particulate Matter (PMV)
2.5, forsix stations under Delhi Paollu-
tion Control Committes (DPCC), were
three to four times higher than the safe
lirmit.

The safeIndian standards of PM 2.5
and PM 10 are 60 and 100 respective-
Iy, according to DPCC.

Beal-timereadings of DPCCstations
put PM pollution multiple times above
the safe limits. At Anand Vihar, PM
25and PM 10 were at 260 and 561 at
6.30 pm. Whereas at Mandir Marg, B
K Puram, Punjabi Bagh and Civil
Lines, PN 2.5 were at 207, 194, 246 and
196.13 respectively. The levels of PM
10 were also four to five times higher
across the stations.

According to World Health Organ-
isation (WHOQ), PM 2.5 which measures
less than 25 microns is considered as
the best indicatorof the levelof health
risks from air pollution.

Adrquality is considered very poor’
by DPCC when level of PM 2.5 rang-
es from 120 to 250 ug/ma3. It is 'severe'
when PM 2.5 and PM 10 crosses 250,
421 ug/ma respectively

Besides, the air quality dipped se-
verely on 67th Republic Day. At least
four AQTstations recorded severe ley-
els of air pollution, with particulate
matter (PM) 10 and 2.5 shooting up
across air quality monitoring sta-
tions on the R-Day. On 26 Jan morn-
ing, Mandir Marg, R K Puram, Anand
Vihar, Punjabi Bagh all recorded PM
2.5 levels between 400 and 500 micro-
grams per cubic metre(ug/m®*), accord-
ing to the DPCC's real time ambient
air quality data.

The airpollution can be attributed
to various factors such as vehicular
emissions, burning of wastes, indus-
trial plume and many more. An anal-
yalscarried out by Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE) shows that air
pollution is back with a vengeance. The
first threeworking days after the com-
pletion of odd and even scheme have
seen rapid worsening of air quality

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8319033?show=print

There has been more than 57 per
cent jump in PM2.51evels on the first
working day and it has stayed eleva-
ted at severe levels, said CSE.

"Without themoderating influence
of emergency action, pollution levels
are building up more rapidly The odd
and even scheme has proved that the
cityneeds curbs on high trafficvolume
to pull down peaking of pollution, re-
duce congestion that further increase
emissions, and cut direct exposure to
toxic vehicular fumes. Delhi govern-
ment should expediteaction formore
gysternic solutions, " said CSE in its state-
ment.

According to health experts, pro-
Ionged exposure to severe air polhation
will lead to serious illnesses such as
asthma, skinallergiesete. CSE'sanal-
ysis has found that the odd and even
scheme, although limited in scope
and ambit, could still slow down the
peaking of pollution even when weath-
er was hostile such as no wind, lower
temperature and westerndisturbance
in the northern region.

Meanwhile, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Egjriwalsaid on Monday that
the "Odd-Even’ scheme will be imple-
mented in the city again after taking
into consideration the suggestions
and feedbacks of Delhi residents.
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Clean Ganga mission to rope in gram panchayats

The Times of India (New Delhi edition) - 28 Jan 2016 - 12 - TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: With the aim of cleaning and rejuvenating the Ganga river through active par-
ticipation of rural population, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is organising
‘Swachh Ganga-Gramin Sehbhagita’ — a national level stakeholder consultation and sensitisa-
tion programme — here on January 30.

The ‘pradhans’ (heads) of 1,649 gram panchayats, many Union ministers and chief minis-
ters of Jharkhand and Uttarakhand will attend the meet where the stakeholders will discuss
whether they can replicate a couple of successful models, operational in some rural areas, to
treat sewage in all the 1,600 villages located on the banks of the river Ganga.

These models include the one used in Punjab’s Seenchewal village (Jalandhar) for treat-
ment of sewage. A detailed presentation on the Seenchewal model will be made on the occa-
sion.

Under the Seenchewal model, sewage is collected in a pond in a village. After being treated
in a natural way, water is used for irrigation.

“Aimed at bringing all the stakeholders on a single platform, the one-day consultation and
sensitisation programme is a national dialogue on Ganga to facilitate interaction with various
stakeholders,” said the water resources ministry in a statement on Wednesday. For the full re-
port log on to

Www.timesofindia.com

http://www .pressreader.com/india/the-times-of-india-new-delhi-edition/20160128/281977491643396/TextView 17
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“Floating human bodie

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 27 January

Human and animal
corpses are being reck-
lessly dumped in Ganga at
various locations across
Uttar Pradesh, aggra-
vating pollution in the
river, a lawyer told the
National Green Tribunal
today.

He also submitted pic-
tures of corpses floating
in Ganga in Varanasi and
claimed no action was
being taken to stop such
corpses from being dis-
posed in the river.

“The deponent wish to
draw the attention of this
Court on the issue of float-
ing dead bodies in Ganga
in the districts of Uttar
Pradesh. Thatone of the
photos show a half burnt
dead body of a human
being and a dead animal
floating in the river,” an
affidavitfiled by advocate
Gaurav Kumar Bansal
said.

“Further, it is also
important to mention here
that the deponent has
learnt from the reports
published/aired on vari-
ous electronic and print
media that in the month
of January, 2015, more
than 100 decaying dead
bodies surfaced in the
Ganga near Pariyar
between Kanpur and
Unnao,” the affidavit
added.

The affidavit was filed
in pursuance to the green
panel's January 18 direc-

tion asking the lawyer to

file proper documents after
he alleged that bodies of
humans and animals were
being dumped in the river
and the authorities were
not taking any action.
Taking note of his sub-
missions, NGT had
slammed the Centre and
UP government over pol-
lution in Ganga at
Varanasi and observed
that their slogans were
contrary to actions.

clateh 7“&367%};

spolluting Ganga in UP:NGT

GOVT REPORT SOUGHT ON
ARSENIC-PRONE AREAS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE

Kolkata 27 January

Directing immediate sealing
of the sources of arseniccon-
tamination of water in the
state and supplying potable
water to the residents of the
arsenic-contaminated areas
of North-24-Parganas,
Kolkata Bench of National
Green Tribunal NGT) today
expressed displeaureat the
state chief secretary’sreport
on arsenic poisoning.

Going through reports
NEERI, West Bengal Pol-
lution Control Board and
Central Ground Water
Board, which reported wide-
spread arsenic poisoning
during the day, the Kolkata
Bench expressed surprise at
the report.

Results of the sample
survey of chief engineer of
public health engineering
department without specify-
ing the sources from where
the samples were drawn
were enclosed but reported
few areas of contamina-
tion.

While the NEERIreport
drew water samples from
Gaighata and Teghoria
reported 13 cases of conta-
mination out of 15 sam-
ples, there were no trace of
arsenic in the nine samples
out of 12 in the chief sec-
retary'sreport. Only twohad
traces of arsnic while its
marginal presence was
traced in one sample drawn
from unspecified area of
North-24-Parganas, the chief
secretary's report stated.
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ONLY FILTH
TO FEED ON

With all sorts of waste being
dumped into the Yamuna, the
river has become unsuitable
for supporting life. With little
fresh to eat, these migratory
birds have been forced to
become scavengers

Phatos: Anindya Chattopadhyay
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