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i SINCEMARCH 15, Gujaratfarmers have not
. been given access to Narmada waters for agri-
. -culzural purpases, Security personnel have
. been deployed aiangmmamcauai of the i
: : ! ngaftharg]eas;of watﬁrbyup-f :
ik gtre ams on the Narmada is also being

terreportedthara,nunusualsurgeofm- :
tarwmeleased between September 12and
7, priot to the inagguration of the: Sardar
Sarovar Dam by Prime Minister Madion Sep-
tember17.0fficial records show thatthe high
= waterlevelwasachievedontheinauguration *.
."day primarily because BjP-ruled Madhya =«
- Pradeshreleased snunusualamountofwa= -
; s irrigate 18 million hect‘al'es and - ter from upstream dams pver a five-day pe-
i ‘benefit one million farmers througha canal- ' riod. The water level of the reservoir consis- =~
. network that roughly runs 75,000 km. Dams '+, tentlyincreasedtillitreached its highest point
 andreservoirsacross the statearealsodrying - infate-September, and thenitbegantodip. .~ |
| | up,Data compiled by. the Central Wate Himanshu Thaldkarof the South AsiaNet- =~
[ ‘-Cumuuss;onshawqmofmez‘fresewowsm . workonDams, RiversandPeopleclaimsthat
. GujaratandMaharashtrathatitmonitors, ’1;]13 “therelease of water from the damwasdone
smmgemmecurmntyearmlessﬂwnﬂm 1 -1n amanner that was “non-optimal, waste- -
“ful and notin publicinterest!, Priortothe as- -
 semblyelectionin December 2017, the Guja-
: Fﬂl;gavernnmnt used l}])]& ‘OppOrtunity to-

i ;h canalnémark' e lying
pa:ched ’i’hesra:emmwfqmadm use the

L ?7 i
16%)." l‘ynulggkatelectqcmy
enereted through the riverbed
 powerhouse atthe SSPit has pro-
duced 2810 umtsfram}u]y 2007

ety substantlal area of the
* Narmada basin liesin Madhya
Pradesh, When this area experi-
i ences’shortage of rainfall, it 0
- severely affects the dam's water level. This

* " Prior toissusnce of the notification. that« S
i mformed farmer: houttheMarch15dead~
chairman SSRathore inapress. |
£ ‘said: *The Gujarat government =
used. Nannadawaters.’lhelattgrhas alleged usualtysupplaes water forirmgationtill june,
. thatthe release of water for.events suchas.  before the onset of monsoon. This year, we
¢ theseaplane sortie of Prime Minister Nare ill nat be supplying Narmada water ill -
‘draModi has led mtlus crisissituation. . monsoon."Headded, quotingceftainnorms,
i thatthe govermmentis’
for summer crops.
‘stated that the decision W e
‘damandthe furtheruhhsau ofwaterwas'
kenmmeeungs. menunutcs ofwhichare -

3 g ]
BeetiNW]mterasbﬁmgallocaredftona
~ratl LasﬁYear.xtmsSMMAF If the damis.

: .whu:h means ;hat to utilise tlus-a 34 MAF .
water, ma‘rlam slrvewgtergmmg hastobe
‘used twice.

afe
January. 2[118 by the Ministry of Water
- Resources,aNarmada Control Authority (NCA)
| official was asked about the measures incor-' -
_parated to curb water seepage f:om_‘_
| theliftjoints ofthe SR Hereplied: ‘Regarding

Wy seepagethatis ocourring, wehave ken.
ofthe obsewauonandbecauseﬂmcn i
strliction has been in stages, thereare prob-

© vice-chairman uftha Narmada P
. Group that developed the Sard,

 have saved it for Rabi in the summer. *We
! shomdnmlmvcusedanywarexfornveﬁmnt-.

a‘“special position” and that the NCAwas |
. workingwiththe state government toensure
. thataspecial monitoring was carried out. "l
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Cauvery TN. stands by‘board
_eﬁned in tnbunal ﬁnal order

: .State gevemment makes Wrrtten submlssmn to Centre .
: ‘the Supreme Court seekmg

‘:DEN.NIS S JESUDASA.N : Mm.lstry Of Water RESOUICES
- GHENNAT : . by officials in writing ; against
B :The ‘Tamil Nadu govemment_a  the backdrop of reports that
. islearnt to have conveyedto  the Centre was considering
“the Centre that it would not forminga Supervisory Board

b

_ agree to any mechanism oth-
- er than the Cauvery Manage-
ment Board and the Cauvery
Water Regulatory Commit- 7
fin : lMlmsterD Jayakumar = se—:- ;

and a scheme to resolve the
Cauveryissue. =
When asked about e go-
‘vernment’s stand, Flshenes

S|l

Nai Duniyes {(Hikdi)
»" The Timpes of h‘]dl:; 18)

A :a_z {Hrr”
Indian Katicn

Blitz

10 pumsh the Centre for con-

tempt of court if the Board

not set up before the
a’dlme, he said: “The De-
uty Chief Mlmster ‘has al- -

possible
10 be dudmgr;_g'
ﬁlmgacontempt_r fea, =i
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