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P " country '
! being inversely proporuonal N
I the actual work done. }
} not alive to the ey
| quences of pollution even wh
| ‘the pristine white Taj Mahal h
| turned brown; Ganga and Yamu-
| na, the eternal rivers, have
F,become overfed drains; an
memory. WHO has listed four-
“ teen Indian cities, includi
Delhl, as the most polluted citd
in  the world in ferms of air qual—

:, report has elrcrted no outragﬂ

. even an official respons

« .appears that somehaw, we have

| rationalised pollution as a n

| essary concomitant of progr
despite the fact that unlike In
the cities and countr

[ developed countries are Sp
lessly clean,

{4 Delhi ssurthrank

| pollutron because in addltion
| being our capital city, Delhi is th
. headquarters of a mul
pollution control agencies

* also the National Green It

| 'Around Diwali last year, extre

| mely poor air quality brought

to a standstill in North India. The

_crisis took up alot of media
space and prompted a slanging
match between various:
Governments arid the Cen

. Government but once rai

| even the histrionics su
i was not a one- off in

with the intensity of poll io
rising year by year. Incidentally,
I despite such all-pervading po

i lution Delhi has been listed

Unfortunately, the Gover
| ‘ment is yet to articulate a ‘Tholisti¢
} approach to tackle pollution, We
| have a Ministry of Ertviron
| Forest and Climate Change
whrch has pollutlon ontrol as
-one of its many objectives. The
' Swachch Bharat Abhiyan, a su
| cessor to Total Sanitation Cam

| paign (1999) and Nirmal Bharat
Abhiyan (2012), focuses almost”‘
_exclusively on eliminating open |

defecation. The Swachch Bharat
Abhryan contains two.sub-mis:
sions ~ Swachh Bharat Abhiy;

' (gramin or rural), which operates |
. worse: The holy river, which pro-
vides water to about 50 crore

{ under the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation; and

. Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (urban;

| clean air has become a sweet

side of all

oo e vo B 00 e T M il

su]l

piped water supplyx ik
nethod of waste

1y, Instances abound where t

structed with Gover

dump their harmful

he writeris a
' Principal Chief
Commissioner o
“income-Tax.

the‘Ganga‘mto polloted sewer.
: no efforts ha

fluents directl

 treatment planta
‘theu qapacrtle .

two per cent of the catchm
‘area of the Yamuna but is
esponsible for 80 per cent of its
ollun y Accordmg to'the Ce

Y;lmuna water in Delﬁl is fit only

for | ecreatlon and industrial

crore have been spe

the Yamuna in the last twenty

years, but the river is still clogged
with water hyacinth a_nd boasts

The story of thé Ganga is

he

‘treatment p.

tlay of Rs.
f

years which

a ely Rs. 4000 crore.
b 1

1985

pp
ne, desplte deterrent provisions

n yarious environment protec-
ion laws, the Government '
believes more in sermomsrng

undertalqng a polluti on

aétlon under the Environment

Protectlon Act, 1986/AJI (Preven-'

/ Water (Preventron an
llutlon) Act,: 1974

1g units, Simul-
olluting industries

have to be grou d and waste

%ants (both for lig-
uids and solids) have to be made
mandatory for each group. Also,
the Government has ti

harmful pro

‘modify. bunners

" pro]ect ‘has a bud-

nd taking'

schew
-its tendency of allowing all klnd

ources of air p 0|

dd coal b@§ed power

hich produce 194

s of our total power pro- |

duction of 392 gigawatts. All such

plants were requu‘ed to install

Electrostatic Precrplriators (ESPs)
a

1 lowering 5
ide emissions, but |
most plants have not installed
these technologies so far, This i
the reason why more than 60 per

nt units of coal-based power

plants have not achieved the
rms notified by the
Ministry, We

charge ol untraqtpq S
i al effl d

plants and no clty has sufficient
sewage treatment capacity. We
an tackle riverine pollution ir
another way also.
Considering that insuffl

cient flow of water is the main

reason for collection of pollu
tants, stagnation of water and

] propagatlon of pernicious weeds
h

ater: hyacinth), the -
ur rivers needs to
be augmented The first step in |

 thisdirection could be the review

iams on
the dams were
; e electricity

nd water - for irrigation but with
time these dams have silted up'
and thexr energy generation

: avaﬂablllty of water has changed

roppmg patterns in dam areas,
increasing the water require-: .
ment to unsustainable levels. For

vregron in Gu]arat have turned to e
wheat farming, We have to pre-
ent an unpendmg ecological

crisis by restricting the use of

water, preferably by making our * "'}
~_ agriculture micro-irrigation

based. After a review; some dams
could be dismantled to restore

would reduce pollution substan- .
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Hasina, dlscusses severalissues

STATESMAN NEWS SER\IICE
KOEJ{ATA, 268 MAY

hief minister Miss

MamataBanerJeeth]s

eveing had a one-

on-onemeetingwith

. theBangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for about one
hour and at the end of the
meetingMiss Banerjee toldthe
media they had fruitful dis-
cussions on wide ranging
issues.

Shanng of Teesta water
remains athornyissue forMs
Hasina, while Miss Banerjee
hasbeen evasive aboutsign-
ing of the Teesta agreement
thathas been hangmgﬁre smce
20085 o

. ‘Ttwasafruitful dlscusswn

and we have discussed dif-

ferent issues like business,

: leaders because Bangladesh

- Kolkatahad earlierproposed = |

education, culture in a very

friendly environment. We
want improvement in ties
between India and Bangladesh.
Both the countries will have
to come forward to build this -
relationship. I don't know
whether ‘there is political
boundary between the two -
countries,” Miss Banerjee
said.

Miss Banerjee declmed
tomake any commentwhen
reportersasked herwhether -
theissue of sharing of Teesta
watershasbeen discussedin
the meeting. But diplomats
in the ministry of external
affairs (MEA) felt that the
issue mighthave been raised
in the one-hour-long dis-
cussion between the two

istohold general electi gmm :
- December this year. -
The Bangladesh Deputy

5

High Commission office in

to the state government for

a one-to-one meeting

between Mamata and Hasi-

‘naduringthelatterstwo-day s
- visit to Bengal, an OfﬁC]aI of 3

the MEA said.

Interestingly, a joint sec- |
retary of the MEA was seen - §
- standing beside the chief = :
minister while she was speak- ¢
ing to the media. Sourcesin = 1
the ministrysaid thatsomeoffi- r
cials of the both countries
were present during the first
five to ten minutes of the "

meeting betwee the tw
leaders: =

MsHasmdldnotmakeany -
comment when the media = §
asked her about the agendas '
in the meeting. She left for

Bangladesh tonight.

“IhadgoodtlesmﬂlHam-s €

na’s familysince before shewas

even the Prime Minister ofthe -

country. The Bangladesh gov-
- ernment has proposed us to

set up a museum in memo-

ryofSheikh Mujibur Rehman,
foundingfather of Bangladeh

-on Theatre Road in Kolkata

where he had spent a signif-
icant period of his life. The
Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission has proposed
thesite of Aurobindo Bhavan
on Theatre Road. We will do
it if the two countries reach
an agreement,” the Bengal
chief minister said.

:%ngladesh herAwaami
ue-go ernment ha

»wasapoef, Iyrxcxst novehst
tor singer, journalist, editor * termi

and a soldier,” Ms Hasina 2
said. “My dream is to allevi-

KNU, Professor Sadhani,
~ Chakraborty handed overthe :
D.Litt degree to PM Sheikh /

asinain the absence of the~
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