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Flood-hit Ukhand, Gujarat step up rescue ops

Prithviral Singh & Mahesh Langa
# JettersBincustantimes. cont

DEHRADUN/ARMEDARAD: Roscyue
workers on Saturday reached out
to hundreds of people stranded
in the interiors of Gujarat while
authorities in Uttarakhand air
lifted move pilgrims to safety as
floods eased in the two states hit
hard by heavy monsoon rains.

Over 80 people have been
killed in the fioods in Gujarat,
with most of the deaths reported
from the worst-hit Amreli dis-
triet in Saurashira.

In Uttarakhand, the goveryn-
ment pressed more choppers
intoservice toaidift nearly 8,500
peopie from the Hindu shrine of
Badrinath and the $ikh pilgrim.
age Hemkund Sahib, Jocated in
Chamoli district.

-|

Covering L. YIS

Officials said that around 500
pilgrims were airlified from in
and around Badrinath on
Saturday Efforts are on to bring
in the other stranded people.

At least 12 private choppers
were pressed into service after
gushing flood waters swept away
apart of the National Highway
58 on Thursday and landslides
biocked stretches of roads on the
Char Dham yatra roste.

"Alrlifting (of pitgrims) will
continue till vehicular trafficis
restored,” said Santosh Badond,
Jjoint secretary of the state dis-
aster mansgement depariment.

The government on Saturday
said piigrims will be allowed o
proceed on the Char Dham yatra,
barring the {rip to Badrinath.

Personne] of the state disas
ter response foree were work.

THE GOVERNMENT SAl
PILGRIMS WILL BE

Hat Duniya (Hind)
The Times of Indiz (&)

# tral of destruction - scores
of houses damaged, and roads,
railway tracks, bridges and elec-

Officials wers providing food

ALLOWED TO PROCEE W&city p¥lons destroyed.

ON THE CHAR OHAM
YATRA, BARRING THE

ing round-the-clock to restore
4t least six road bridges washed
away by flood waters.

‘The governments of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana also
initiated efforts to bring baek
over 10 pilerims stranded in
the food hit Himalayan state.

in Gujarat, the army and air
force continued rescoeand refief
cperations in the Saurashira
region, where thousands fled to
safer arpas after the rains left

and water to the ficed affected
people. They also said that
improved weather is now allow
ing workers to restore power
supply to some 200 viliages in
Amreli and Junagadh districts.
Defence ministry spokesman
Sitanshu Kar said on his Pwitter
aeeount that the Indian Air
Force “carried out 28 sorties hy 6
ME37 V5 helicopter and dropped
5.87 tonnes of food packets”.
The state government has
already announced finaneial
assistance of %4 lakh each for
families of people killed in the
naturat disaster.
{(With agency inputs)
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LOSING
GROUNDWATER

About 13 of the world's 37 biggest
aqutfers, Including two in india, are
being seriously depleted by
- irrigation and other uses, much
faster than they can be recharged
by rain or runoft, There were 21
major groundwater basins — inred,
orange, and yeliow — that lost

water faster than they could be

recharged between 2003 and 2013,

Sixteen major aquifers (in biue)

during that period, 2 5 -1 6
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FLEEING FLO0O0S: A livness takes her cub to a safer place
after heavy rain caused flooding in the forests of Amreli district
Gujarat, on Saturday, =1y

AHMEDABAD, HINE 27
The worst fear of the
Gujarat forest department
officials of a possible large-
seale destruction of the Asi-
atie Lions in the heavy rain
and floods in Amreli district
seems {0 be coming frue,
An official spokesman of
the state forest department
confirmed this evening the
death of at least eight lions,
including four lionesses
and & female cub, in the

floods. The carcasses of the
eight animals were recov-
ered from the banks of the
flooded Shetrunii river in
Bhavnagar distriet,

Officials  believe that
these animals were ameng
the 40 odd big cats the
department  said  were
“misging” from the
Krakach range of the Gir
forest in  Amreli, which
experienced a record 460
mim rainfall in less than a
day on Tuesday, causing
havec in the district,

'The forest department has
constituted seven leams to
look for the “missing lions™.
'The official spokesman said
so far they had not been
able to spot any of the big
cats alive but hoped apart
from the eight Hons found
dead, others were still safe.

The recovery of one
tioness from a2 temple in
Ingorala village in Lilliva
taluka in Amreli has given
rise to the hope that the for-
est department's efforts to
lure the lions to the higher

planes had paid off,

Besides the bodies of
eight lions, the forest
department has also recov-
ered carcasses of some 1,006
other animals, including
about 150 giant blue bulls,
killed in the floods,

The forest depariment esti-
mated that the total loss of
wild animals in the ficeds in
Amreli district alone would
be ashout §,508. The state
government has declared an
assistance of Rs 21 crore for
the Saurashira region.
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Dam drowns out dlssent

Chadeng viliage m Manipur's Ukhrul

district once used o beJush with paddy

fields and thick vegetation. Then came
the Mapithe! dam project - and everything
changed, The flow of Thoubal river has been
blocked and its waters have submerged the
hamlet, ssm from Imphal, drowning out its
fields, reads and & large
part of a bridge. But the
villagers, mostly Tangkhul
MNagas, have vowed not {o
abandon their homes tili
their demand is met: they
wani a ressftiement pro-
gramme mediated by an
expert review commitiee.
Tiil then, wooden canoes donated by an NGO
and bamboo rafts will help them find thelr way
around. Anti-dam and human rights activisty
have asked the state government to immed}-
ately stop dam construction. i

Photos by Rustum Motrangthem
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= EXCOSS (+26% more) Regionwise
Normal (+19% 1o - 13%) RAIN SURPLUS
Deficient (2% % to -59%)

o Seanty {-60% 1o - 1009}

Northwest N 754
Central SN 455
South TR 30%
East & NE [Toy

monsoons il
PROGRESS

; et ot i § o Bt
. T4 Rainfallinmm R ispredictedfortheﬁrst

57 half of July, when good
S . rains could be restricted
Actual - l NarmaE Departz:m tosduthwest coast &
167.5 - northeast india
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