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Heavy showers jam traffic, Mumbaikars can expect wet Sunday
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Mumbai: The spell of heavy rainfall that began on Friday continued to lash the city and its surrounding areas on Saturday and threw traffic out of gear. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast that the heavy downpour will continue for the next 24 to 48 hours.

From 8.30am to 5.30pm on Saturday, IMD recorded 95.8mm rainfall at the Colaba observatory and 34.6mm at Santacruz. The total rainfall recorded so far this
season at the Colaba observatory is 266.5mm and at Santacruz 380.lmm. Navi Mumbai, too, got its share of the downpour; it recorded 215mm rainfall in the 24
hours from Friday. Thane got 97mm from Saturday midnight till Spm.

Weathermen have predicted heavy rainfall in parts of Konkan and Mumbai for the next 24 hours. "Mumbaikars can expect a wet Sunday. There is an offshore trough
between south Gujarat and north Konkan, due to which parts of Maharashtra are getting very heavy rainfall," said K S Hosalikar, deputy director general, western
region, IMD.

The favourable weather pattern is expected to bring rain to more parts of Maharashtra in the coming week. "A low pressure is being formed in the Bay of Bengal,
which will bring good rain to the interiors of Maharashtra and Vidarbha in the next 48 hours," he said.

The rain also lowered maximum temperatures. On Saturday, maximum temperatures at Colaba fell to 26.8 degree Celsius from 30.7 degree Celsius a day earlier.
Relative humidity levels stayed high too; at Colaba, it was 87% and 90% in Santacruz.

Eight wall collapse and five landslide incidents were reported in the city on Saturday; no one was injured, though. The first incident was reported early on Saturday
in Jogeshwari where a portion of a fencing wall towards the Western Express Highway near Ismail Yusuf College collapsed.

In another incident, at Marol, stones from a nearby hill fell on a parked vehicle near Lok Yamuna Society on Military Road. At Dahisar hill, falling stones damaged a
few houses at Kokanipada slum after which the civic authority evicted other slumdwellers for safety reasons. Similarly, at Amritnagar in Ghatkopar, the BMC asked
around 15 chawl residents to vacate their premises after stones damaged one of the rooms. A similar incident was reported at Kurla.

Meanwhile, motorists were inconvenienced further with heavy rain clogging roads in the city. Closure of the Thakur Complex flyover's south-bound arm for repairs,
for one, saw snaking queues of vehicles dot the Western Express Highway on Saturday. The backlog stretched from Kandivli East right up to Dahisar East.

Congestion on the WEH was reported since 9am. Traffic police diverted south-bound motorists to the slip road beneath the Thakur Complex flyover. But snarls were
reported throughout the day. "I was stuck at the Magathane flyover in Borivli East for 40 minutes," a motorist tweeted. Later in the day, as vehicles were diverted to
S V Road and Link Road from the WEH, snarls were reported there as well. Mith Chowky Junction at Malad was the worst affected. Travelling from Goregaon East
to West was a nightmare too, with heavy traffic at the MTNL junction.

Later in the day, snarls were reported on Tulsi Pipe Road near Phoenix Mall towards Dadar, Worli Seaface Road between Dr Annie Besant Road and the sealink,
Dadar T T flyover to Lalbaug Flyover towards Byculla, Lady Jamshedji Road from Sitladevi Temple towards Mahim Koliwada, Senapati Bapat Marg between
Elphinstone Road and Matunga, E Moses Marg near Mahalaxmi Racecourse towards Haji Ali dargah, S V Road from Vile Parle near BEST Colony and S V Road
from Bandra towards Khar. Vehicles crawled on the Andheri-Kurla Road from Bail Bazaar towards Saki Naka metro station, Sion Hospital flyover, Shivaji Park to
Bandra, L B S Marg near Phoenix Marketcity towards Ghatkopar, Bandra Reclamation to Hill Road and from Chandivali studio to Raheja Vihar. Local residents
complained of overflowing manholes for the past four days in the Chandivali studio to Raheja Vihar belt.

"Traffic police opened up one lane of the north-bound arm for south-bound traffic at the Thakur Complex flyover. This made driving back home in the evening
hellish," said a chartered accountant.

Meanwhile, suburban train services ran 10-20 minutes late.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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RECHARGE REQUIRED
Death of stormwater drains
among reasons for 600 water
bodies drying up over 30 years

Mallica Joshi

 malca joshighindustanimescom

NEW DELHI: A signboard smack in the
middle of a Dwarka district park
warns of a deep water body ahead that
no one should enter. The land-owning
Delhi Development Authority needn’t
have bothered!

The ‘pond’, at least a century old
according to residents, is a barren and
parched piece of land, save for two patch-
es that are a few inches deep at best.

The Dwarka pond is among the 600
ponds, lakes and step wells in the city
that have dried up over the past 30 years.
Encroachment, neglect and the death of
stormwater drains in the city are the
reasons behind it, say water experts such
as Vinod Kumar Jain.

A stormwater drain or a channel
whose base is not cemented carries
rainwater to ponds or rivers. This
recharges them and keeps the water
table at healthy levels.

But the age-old system is not effective
asmost drains are blocked, cemented or
carry sewage.

The easiest and the best way to har-
vest rainwater is by ensuring that ponds
and lakes stay alive, say experts. The
Delhi government recognises this and
has put the method to use to augment
water supply.

In Palla in north Delhi, where the
Yamuna floods every year during mon-
soons, the water table is high because
of natural rainwater harvesting. The
Delhi Jal Board has dug around 70
wells in the area where floodwater can
be stored when the Yamuna overflows.
If other water bodies are recharged and
the water table becomes high enough, a
similar practice can be used to comple-
ment the supply in other areas.

This is a strategy that water experts
such as Manoj Misra and Vikram Soni
have been talking about for years
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= The easiest way to harvest rainwater is by keeping ponds alive.

now. “This (wells) is a new perennial
source of water for the country’s urban
regions which can be used year on year
and can also act as contingency water
reserves. This is one of the last unpol-
luted sources of water for Indian cities,
which recharges itself naturally,” said
Soni earlier this month.

Hesaid they can become dependable
source for 300 towns and cities in India
s0 long as they are not over-exploited
and i

MALLICA JOSHI/HT

‘Tribunal ordered the Delhi government
to take over the revival of drying water
bodies in the city.

This was not the first time the tribu-
nal asked the government to act to save
‘wetlands and water bodies.

What makes the orders difficult to
implement, though, is the multiplicity
of agencies in the city.

While some ponds and lakes fall under
thejurisdiction of DDA, the others fall

prevented.

are  under cor| s. Still
others fall under the government's rev-
In many areas, locals are taking it ~ enue department.

upon themselves to revive dead ponds.
In Dwarka, locals have started a cam-
paign to bring rainwater to dry ponds.
In Model Town, a set of residents is
fighting for the ecological revival of
the Naini Lake.

In Bijwasan, area MLA Devinder
Sehrawat has taken a proposal to the
defence ministry to revive a Tughlag-
era pond.

Last week, the National Green

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

But one project cannot stop the city's
‘water table from plummeting. While
several proposals have been made so
far, no real progress has been made on
reviving ponds and lakes yet.

A few months ago the Delhi govern-
ment decided to give the task of revival
to the Delhi Jal Board.

According to DJB CEO Keshav
Chandra, this is expected to happen
soon.

Dwarka residents building a drain

to revive drying pond in Sector 23

Mallica Joshi

= malica esiaindustanims.com

NEW DELHI: Tn the summer of 2015, the
water table near a pond in parched
Dwarka Sector 23 stood at 19.47 metres
below the ground.

During therains - below normal last
year —the pond filled up to the brim one
time. But the dry earth quickly soaked
up the water. In November, the water
table had climbed up to 17 metres below
the ground - an improvement of 2.47
metres within a few months.

These were the findings of a study
conducted by Suman Kumar, a PhD
student of Geology at Delhi University.

“The study clearly showed that even
a small effort can make a big differ-
ence. Dwarka is parched but if efforts

are made to utilise rain water, this can
beremedied,” said Diwan Singh of the
Dwarka Water Body Committee.

The efforts that Singh refers to area
stormwater drain built by the residents
acouple of years ago.

“At the pond, we were able to direct
only a fraction of water that flowed in
the stormwater drain because there was
0 proper channel between the pond and
the main drain. We are fighting for that
and if it gets constructed, this pond can
‘become perennial,” he said.

Further, located within a district park,
the pond’s location is ideal. It is acces-
sible to people, and attracts peacocks
and rabbits because of the shrubs and
bushes in the background.

Residents say concerted efforts along
with Delhi Development Authority offi-

cials will ensure that water reaches the
‘pond during monsoons and does not flow
back.

“We want a sort of small check dam
on the storm water drain so that once
the water enters the pond, it remains
there. Otherwise it is mixed with sew-
age and goes to waste,” said SS Maan, a
resident and member of Dwarka Water
Body Committee.

They estimated that the rainwater
run-off from Dwarka, the Airport,
Samalkha, Palam and Rangpuri is
21 million gallons of water daily
(MGD). A 6MGD water shortage was
enough leave south Delhi in a crisis
recently!

Evenif half the run-off is diverted to
ponds, experts the water table will
seea healthy 1
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BENGALURU: Monsoon was

+ active in a several parts of the

state on Sunday.
The entire North Karnataka

region experienced drizzle

throughout the day. While it
drizzled through the day in
Gadag, Haveri and Ballari,
other districts received spo-
radic rainfall in their regions.
Bagalkot district received
heavy rainfall in the day.

The coastal region in Uttara
Kannada district received
heavy rainfall, while Karwar
experienced drizzles. Though
skies remained cloudy
throughout the day in Dhar-
wad and Belagavi districts, it
did not rain.

Heavy rainfall was reported

. 1n Hosapete and surrounding

areas for more than three
hours. Most of the roads and
low-lying areas were inundat-
ed.

Hampi also received heavy
showers inconveniencing

. tourtsts who had turned up in
' large numbers, with Sunday
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The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )

The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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A famlly caught in rams that Iashed Bagalkot townon Sunday evenlng (Rrght) A trader pushes his cart on the Bus Stand Road
amid the downpour in Hosapete town on Sunday. DH PHOTOS

being a holiday.

Parts of Shivamogga district
also received good rainfall.
Rains receded in Dakshina
Kannada.

However, the sky remained

overcast throughout the day.
In the last 24 hours, Dakshina

sl

Cefm
' -0

Kannada district had recorded
30 mm rainfall.

However, parts of Kodagu
district continued to receive
moderate rainfall. Bhagaman-
dala, Karike, Talacauvery,
Napoklu, Somwarpet, Virajpet
experienced moderate rains.

Male Mahadeshwara Hills,
the popular hill shrine in
Chamarajanagar district re-
cetved moderate rainfall, in-
conveniencing devotees, who
had arrived from far-off

places.
As it was a government hol-

iday, many tourists from Tamil
Nadu had arrived to offer
prayers.

Various parts of Mysuru city
too experienced moderate
rains for about half an hour
towards noon.

DH News Service
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Maharashtra rain claims 8 in 2 days

MUMBAI, DHN5S: More than 8
people died in rain-related in-
cidents in Maharashtra as
southwest monsoon fully setin
this western coastal state over
the weekend.

Of the dead, two are from
Mumbai. Aftab Irfan Khan, 15,
died when he fell into a gutter
in Mulund on Saturday. His
friend Arbaaz Hasan Ansari,
12, was rescued. A woman
drowned in a nullah at
Bhandupina separate incident
in the wee hours of Sunday.

According to reports, 3 per-
sons drowned in a pond in
Raigad district. A picnicker also
slipped to death in a valley in

- Raigad district. One youth died
| in Sengaon in Hingoli district.

There were also reports of

- three tourists drowning in a riv-

er in Gadchiroli district, but

they could not be officially ver-
ified.

SW monsoon a mixed bag
Southwest monsoon this year

has been a mixed bag with
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,

- Karnataka and Telangana re-

cewving good rainfall while the

clouds have not been kind on
Kerala, DHNS adds from

~ Chennai.

Andhra Pradesh and Tamil

' Nadu received excess rainfall
- of 41% and 25% respectively,

while Karnataka and Telan-
cana got 12% and 3.2% excess

l—rr“' "-
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rain respectively this season.

A latest statistics issued by
the regional meteorological
centre here said though a very
few districts of Karnataka re-
ceived less rainfall. By and
large, the state saw an excess
rainfall of about 12%.

Kerala, which was expected
to receive excess rainfall
among the southern states, re-
ceived poor downpour of -5%.

The Met office record, taken
trom June 1 to June 22, turther
said most of the districts in
Tamil Nadu and Andhra

Pradesh received excess rain-

fall compared to the same du-
ration last year. Tamil Nadu
had received a rainfall of only
5% in 2015.

In Tamil Nadu, Coimbatore
district recetved excess rainfall
of 190% while Krishna district
in Andhra Pradesh got 166%
more rainfall compared to pre-
vious southwest monsoon sea-
son. Likewise, Nizamabad of

Telangana also registered
106.3% more rainfall.

In Karnataka, Bidar received
a rainfall of 117% in excess
while remaining districts too
got good rains. However, in

Sriganganagar
sizzlesat45'C

Sriganganagar in Ra-
jasthan on Sunday sizzled
at 45 degrees Celsius, as
several parts in the country
reported normal tempera-
tures for this time of the
year albeit with sultry
weather conditions, PTI re-
ports from New delhi.
Churu and Bikaner fol-
lowed closely with 44.2 and
42.0 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively, the weather de-
partment said.

Jatpur recorded a high of
39 degrees Celsius, while
Jaisalmer, Pilani, Barmer
and Kota saw the mercury
reaching a maximum of a
little above 40 degrees Cel-
sius. It was a hot and humid
day in the national capital
with the mercury setthng
down at 39.4 degrees Cel-
sius while the minimum’
temperature was 29.6 Cel- -
sius. The humidity level in
New Delhi hovered be-
tween 50% and 83% arid no
rainfall was recorded.

Kerala except for its capital
Thiruvananthapuram, which
received excess rainfall of 35%,
rest of the districts got poor
downpour this season.
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Flooding
At 12 Spots,

- Tree-Fall 30

TimMes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Rain continued in
various parts of the city on
Sunday. The meteorological
lepartment has forecast in-
ermittent showers for
vionday, with heavy rain in
;ome areas.

In the 24-hour period
ending at 8.30am on Sunday,
rainfall recorded at the Co-
laba  observatory  was
122.4mm and Santa Cruz
85mm. In the 12-hour period
since then, Colaba recorded
25.8mm and Santa Cruz
14.6mm. As per readings by
the BMC's automatic weath-
er stations between 8am and
6pm, the island city got
45mm, the eastern suburbs
28mm and the western sub-
urbs 22mm rain. But in the
lakes that supply water to
the city, Sunday was a lot
drier after good rainfall on
Saturday.

“The offshore trough re-
sponsible for the last two
days’ rain still exists along
the coastline from Gujarat
to Kerala. So,showers would
continue in the city tor 24-48
hours, beginning from Sun-
day,” said VK Rajeev from
the Indian Meteorological
Department, Mumbai

The total rainfall re-
ceived since the onset of the
monsoon on June 20 18
388.9:m as per the Colaba
observatory, and 465.1mm
according to Santa Cruz.

Because of rain, local
trains were affected toan ex-
tent, but services were not
cancelled. Of course, com-
muters  were Inconve-
nienced both on Central and
Western Railway because of
mega blocks, whichended at
4pm. A CR official said rain

| w m:yorly affect ser-
vices. On  WR. passengers
reportedth attrains stopped
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Santa Cruz

SUNDAY RAINFALL (mm)

Recorded in 12-hour period starting from 8.30am
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Showers to continue in Mumbai,
dry day at lakes after Sat bounty

Pics: SL Shanth Kumar & Raj Thakar

FORECAST

Intermittent rain
or showers with
heavyrainin

some areas

tree fall complaints were received

during June 25-26
Modak Sagar 45.4 6 Start
arting
Ténsa | 70 2.4 from 6am
Vihar 126 36 on
Tulsi 140 19 | Saturday REASEEEEE‘-R Ny
Upper Vaitarna 31.4 NA | **Starting RGPS Ry
Bhatsa 49 NA | from6am | poR pUBLIC SAFETY: Barbed wire fencing
Middle Vaitarna |  22.4 o | OnSunday | at Bhushi dam, Lonavla -
HOW THE DAYS COMPARE Rainfall recorded in 24-hour period starting from 8.30am
2. W8 582
248t HTES w iy 368 24 '8 2 374 10.8 334 416
MGIIN T o PR wangy an s PR IT.L L —— wr g TENRTER
- JUNE 25 JUNE 24 JUNE 23 JUNE 22 JUNE 21 JUNE 20
attimesatsignals, butother- BEST had curtailed ser- autoand taxidrivers.

wise operations were all
right.

Complaints of waterlog-
ging were received from 12
spots and tree fall from 30
SPOts.

vices for Sunday—a lean
day. Autos made brisk busi-
ness because of demand at
rallway stations.

Of course, there were
complaints of refusals by

Meanwhile, four people
‘'were rescued by the beach
safety team at Versova
beach on Sunday evening aft-
ter they were hit by a high
tide of 4.24 metres.

Bhushi dam
hecomes safe
with barbed
wire fencing

Pune: Visits to Bhushi dam in
[onavla will now be safer. The
Central Railway administration
recently installed barbed wire
fencing atop the wall of the dam
to stop revellers’ entry into the
water and curbdrowning cases.
Located near Lonavla, Bhus-
hi dam is a popular hangout for
visitors from Mumbai and aro-
und. During the monsoon, the
area around the dam witnesses

3 boys from a family
drowninKanjatpond

hree boys aged 12-14 years

drownedinapondin Karjat
around 2.30pm on Sunday. The
boys, who were cousins, were
identified Bhushan Gawale, Tejas
Gawale and Aashish Gawale. A
case of accidental deathdueto
drowning has been registered.
Senior inspector E A Mulla said
the boys had gone for adip inthe
pond. —George Mendonca

swarms of youngsters. Theenjo-
yment has, however, often ended
infatal mishaps in the past.

A Central Railway official
told TOI: “Installation of fen-
cing wasamongsafety measures
planned at Bhushidam. The fen-
cing has come up at locations
where people try to enter the wa-
ter. The wiring will stop people
from getting in.” said theofficial.

Inspector Chandrakant Jad-
hav of Lonavla (city) police sta-
tion said the dam sees nearly
25,000 on weekends in monsoon.
Inthelast10years, fivetosixhave
drowned in the waters every ye-
ar.;So we requested Central Ra-
ilway to installbarbed wirefence
to avert casualties,” Jadhav said.

The police said they will put
up boards warning peopleabout .
dangersof takingselfies. ™"
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE. 26 -

Three people were killed
in mishaps during rain on
Saturday night. Two per-
sons were electrocuted
while one drowned in the
Sewerage Board’s under-
construction manhole at
Madhapur.

In the first mishap, 52-
year-old A. Raghuram was
trying to find a shelter to
~ escape from the rain when
his body came into contact
with a cable which had
snapped from an electric
pole at Ameerpet. He died
on the spot. In the second
Incident, a Nepal native
identified as do-year-old
Faouzi, who was on his
way to have his dinner,

|
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The Times of India ( Mumbai )
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3 dead in mishaps during heavy rain

died when his leg touched
a waterlogged sidewalk
where an exposed electric-
ity cable had fallen. He
also died on the spot.

In the third incident, at
Madhapur, Moti Yadav, 24,
a tea maker from
Jharkhand, fell into an
exposed manhole filled
with water at Ayyappa
Society. His body was
fished out later |

Reacting to the first two
mishaps, Telangana State
Southern Power
Distribution = Company
Limited (TSSPDCL) offi-
cials said that the street
light poles were not man-
aged by them and the
GHMC is responsible for
maintaining the street
pole wiring. Meanwhile,

B TWO RECEIVED
electrical shock when
they came in contact
with cables and died
on the spot ‘”

B AT MADHAPUR, a
young man drowned in
an open manhole dur-
ing the downpour. His
body was fished out
later

h

GHMC officials said that
the poles and cables were
not damaged. The two
incidents occurred
because of the heavy rain.

According to SR Nagar
police, one of the victims,

fell,”
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Raghuram, an employee at
a fertilizer company at
Kundanbagh, collapsed
after an electricity cable
snapped and fell on him.
“He was trying to put his
money 1in a plastic cover as
it was ‘raining.

Eyewitnesses said- there

were sparks as the cable
sald SR Nagar
Inspector Md
Waheeduddin. Police offi-
cials added that once the
autopsy report comes, a
case might be booked for
negligence against people
concerned. The FIR how-
ever stated it was a case of
suspicious death.
Madhapur police, who
are Investigating the death
of Mothi Yadav, revealed
that the Sewerage Board

had not covered the man-

‘hole at Ayyappa Society

even though the area was

‘commonly used by pedes-

trians. “The Sewerage
Board had not put up a
warning board or any
kind of sign to warn
pedestrians,” said a police
official from Madhapur
police station. |
- “Construction of new
pipeline has been under-
way, and the manhole was
exposed and filled with
water due to rain. The vic-
tim, who had not noticed
it, fell into it and
drowned,” said R. Kalinga
Rao, Inspector, Madhapur:
Madhapur police said
they have begun inquiring
Into the Sewerage Board’s
neghigence.
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Two youths making their way through the flooded Kordoiguri-Souliabari PWD Road at Bajali, on

Friday. — UB Photos
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Erosion takes

‘serious turn

CORRESPONDENT

MORIGAON, June 25: The
Brahmaputra’'s erosion has
taken a serious turn in Bhur-
agaon and Lahorighat reve-
nue circles in Morigaon dis-
trict during the last couple of
days rendering 70 families
homeless.

According to information
received, the embankment
of the Brahmaputra was
threatened at Mikirgaon
point even as surging waters
of the river entered Barali-
mari village under Bhura-
gaon revenue circle. The old
Baralimari market’s exist-
ence is now threatened.
About 270 hectares of jute

-and sugarcane cultivation
“have been completely dev-
* “astated. L

* * The affected homeless peo-
~ple have taken shelter on
" nearby highlands.



N - - . n a - - |
ews item/letter/article/editorial published on Z:Z@g : ;?ﬁ %220/4 in the

Hindustan Times

Statesman

Nav Bharat Times (Hind)

Gﬁjab Keshari (Hindi
The Times of India (N.D.)/ (rind)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle

Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

%\_Aonsoon may
hit city on July 1

. he monsoon is expected
1 to hit northwest India,
Including NCR, around July
1,leavingtheregion toendu-
reafewmoredaysof muggy
weatheralthoughthunders-
howersmay bringrelief. P8
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Deccan Herald

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The monsoon 1s
now expected to hit north-
west India, including NCR,
only around July 1, leaving
the region to endure a few
more days of muggy weather
__ although isolated thun-
dershowers may bring some
relief during this period.

The Met office said there-
gionshouldstart getting sub-
stantial and well-distributed
rains from Thursday (June
30), paving the way for the ad-
vance of the monsoon Into
many of these areas.

The monsoon is yet to ar-
rive in Punjab, Haryana, Del-
hi and most of westernUttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gu-
jarat. A low pressure for-
ming in the Bay of Bengal
had raised hopes of an early

M - i - l
Countrywide, the monsoon
has a deficit of 16%

monsoon onset in the north-
west plains but the-system
moved slower than expected.
“The low pressure is cur-
rently over the Bay ot Bengal
is expected to move inland by
Tuesday and reach MP by Ju-
ne 30. This is likely to result
in rains picking up over
northwest India by Thurs-
day and monsoon advancing
inthenextday ortwo,” said B
P Yadav, director, India Mete-
orological Department.
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Centre promises Aravali
policy to protect forest

Indranii Das
Bagish.Jha@timesgroup.com -

Gurgaon: The ministry of environment and fo-
rest is likely to come up with anew ‘Aravali poli-
cy’, on the basis of several orders passed by co-
urts down the years, in a concerted attempt at
protection and conservation of the ancient hill
range. If the proposed policy incorporated all
directions of the courts, large parts of the Ara-
valis and its foothills will get protected status,
restricted from therampant urbanisation it has
suffered over the years.

“There are policies for forests, but there is a
need for a separate policy to protect and conser-

ve the Aravalis,” said Union minister Prakash
Javadekar after the aerial inspection of Arava-
lis on Monday, adding that the policy will be for-
mulated on the basis of court orders, to ensure
growth and protection of forest.

Elaborating further, Javadekar said Harya-
na hasjust3.6% of forest cover, with Aravalisits
only green patch.

The decision for a new Aravali policy arose

GO GREEN Umon environment minister Prakash
Javadekar at the Aravalis on Monday

with a backdrop of pending identification and
demarcation of a nature conservation zonewit-
hin it, as per the Regional Plan 2021 of the NCR
planning board and unimplemented directions
of the Supreme Court to identify forests as per
dictionary meaning and recorded forest.
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People stand in the middle of a flood-damaged street in Clendenin, West Virginia.
Nearly 25 people have died in the region and experts say there

_ _ is justalin 1,000
chance of this type of rainfall_ _happening in any given year. | — AFP
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Sultry day as monsoon ¢
knocks on Delhi’s door

NEW DELH: Wlth the MONSOON " ey

all set to knock on De]hf

was particularly overcast

and rather sultry.

Humidity levels oscillat-
ed between 79 per cent and

49 per cent, making those

| unaccustomed to the hu-
midity extremely uncom-
fortablee. The maximum

temperature settled at 39.6

degrees Celsius, two de-
grees above normal, while
the minimum was 30 de-
grees Celsius.

Forecastfor'mesday

According to the Meteor-
ological Department, Tues-
day is expected to be a clear
day with possibility of rain
in some areas towards the
evenmg ‘The maximum and
minimum temperatures are
likely to remain the same as
Monday — 39 and 30 de-
- grees Celsius respectively.

.company

\K«%

MANIC MOMAY' A stray beats the heat m a fountain at Ra]ghat
— PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Skymet

Weather Services, a private

Meanwlule

that provides
weather forecast, said mon-
soons will arrive in Delhi ei-
ther on June30 orJulyl.
The presence of a low-
pressure area in the Bay of
Bengal and its subsequent
path dunng the next 48

.hours will increase the in-

trusion of moist winds the

~ from Bay of Bengal to this

o

region. Due to this, heavy
rain is not likely to take
place during the next two
days, explained the fore-
caster -

" Rain spread andi mtensny

- will be better after June 29.

Also, temperatures are ex-
pected to take a dip over the

" next few days, making con- -

ditions favourable for the
onset of Monsoon, the fore-
caster reported.
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Monsoon may hit city by July 1,
hght rain likely till June 30 .

a htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Monsoon may hit
Delhi either on July 1 or July
2 — a couple of days after the
scheduled date. |

- “Monsoon winds usually

- reach Delhi on June 29. This

year, it is expected to reach
by the end of this week,” sald
BP Yadav, director, India
Meteorological Department.
The wind system, which

brings rain to the Indian sub-,
ks 1“ 1. of big drains (4ft+)

; v 3yu|nerable nnlnts

continent, reached India AL
late earlier this month. =
The monsoon, unlike the

vious two years, ié expected to

be above normal, especially in
the north-western region.

A strong E]1 Nino — an ocean
current which is blamed by
many for India’s poor mon-
soon — had pushed India into
drought in 2014 and 2015. The
phenomenon has grown weaker
this year.

Delhi has been witnessing
warm and muggy days for the
past week, with barely any rain
thrown in. According to the Met
department, pre-monsoon show-
ers are expected by Wednesday

“and Thursday.

According to the seven-day
forecast, there is a possibility
of scattered light rain in the city
till June 30. Starting July, wide-
spread rain is expected.

On Monday, the maximum
temperature was recorded as
39.6 degrees Celsius, two degrees
above normal. The minimum
was recorded as 30 degrees
Celsius, also two degrees above
normal.

The humidity oscillated
between 79% and 49%, mak-
ing the day uncomfortable and
muggy.

According to Met officials, the
city is expected to see a clear day
on Tuesday. Light rains could be
seen in the evening.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are likely
to be between 39 and 30 degrees
Celsius.

On Sunday, the maximum
temperature was recorded as
39.4 degrees Celsius.
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200 Water pumps |

' NEW DELHE: In a bid to tackle

waterlogging, common dur-

" ing monsoons, the authorities

including the Delhi government
and municipal corporations
have set up control rooms and
issued helpline numbers for

lodging complaints.

 According to senior officials,
while the Delhi government has-

conducted meetings with the
municipal bodies and other civic
agencies such as Public Works
Department, Delhi Jal Board,
flood control and irrigation
department, have been assigned
responsibilities for prevention of
vector-borne diseases and desilt-
ing of drains before June 30.

Municipal officials said
that the three civic bodies
have already procured equip-
ment like jetting-cum-suction
machines and portable pumps
to ensure there is no water
logging, the municipal corpo-
rations have also procured anti-
dengue medicines in case last
year’s repetition.

“We have asked the officials
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We are monsoon—ready,
claim municipal bodies

HT Cotres

to ensure that de-silting is com-
pleted before June 30,” said
Rajesh Bhatia, deputy chair-
man, North Delhi Municipal
Corporat}on

As per municlpal corpora-
tions, they have removed more
than 1lakh tonne of silt from the
drains under its jurisdiction.

The municipal corporation
spends over X240 crore annually

on de-silting and makes claims
- of a waterlogging free monsoon

every year. The reality, how-
ever, remains far from it.

Senior leaders claim while
the corporations have com-
pleted the process of de-silting,
the Public Works Department
(PWD) has only completed 25%
of the work.

“All major roads and drains-

in the city fall under the juris-
diction of the PWD. However,
the work on the drains has
not been completed,” said
Jitender Choudhary, Standing

Committee Chairman, EDMC. .

The officials of the PWD how-
ever said that most work on the
drains has been completed and
whatever remains will be com-

pleted by June 30.

'}il&F C department, NHAI

Waterlogging will
continue in Defhi,
say fraffic police

Soumya Pillai

Isomplﬂal@hlndmtantlmes com

NEW DELHI: The scenes of flooded
roads with knee deep water in
the city are here to stay this mon-
soon, if Delhi Traffic Police are -
to be believed.

Despite claims by civic and
road-owning agencies of com-
pletely de-silting the roads, the
traffic police have found that
over 100 major traffic junctions
prone to waterlogging are yet to
be repaired.

“We send a list of all the traf-
fic heavy intersections which
are prone to water-logging to the
civic and road owning agencies
around March every year, so
that the drains and sewer lines
are cleared and any major pot-
hole is repaired. However, when
the monsoons arrive, the state
of the roads is the same,” said a
senior traffic official.

He also said the lack of time-
ly road repaiy not only creates

~ problem for commuters during

heavy showers, but also doubles
work for traffic policemen who
are merely 5,500 in number.
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