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EL CHACO (FCUADOR), NYT:
Whiere the Andean foothills
dip into the Amazon jungle,
nearly 1,600 Chinese engl-
neers and workers have
been pouring oncrete for a
dam and a 15-mile under-
ground tunnel.

The $2.2 bitlion project will
feed river water to eight glant
Chinese turhines designed to
produce encugh electricity o
light more than a third of
Ecuador.

All across the country in vil-
lages and towns, Chinese ron-
eyisgoingto buitd roads, high-
ways, bridges, hospitals, even
anetwork of surveiliance cam-
eras stretching to the Galdpa-
gos Islands, State-owned Chi-
nese banks have aiready put

nearly $11 hilkion into the coun- -

1wy, and the Ecuadorean gov-
ernment is asking for more,

Ecuador, with just 16 million:
people, has little presence on
the global stage. But China's
rapidly expanding footpring
here speaks voluines about the
changing world order, as Bei-
jing surges forward and Wash-
ington loses ground.

Rise in stature

While China has been: irpor-
tant to the world economy for
decades, the cousntry is now
wielding its financiat heft with
the confidence and purpose of
a global saperpower.

B represents a new phase in
China’s evolution. As the coun-
y's wealth has swelled and s
nieeds have evolved, President
Xi Jinping and the rest of the
lcadership have pushed toex-
tend China’s reach on a global
scale.

China’s currency, the ren-
minbi, is expected to be anoine
ed soon as & glohal reserve cur-
FERCY, PIHIIRE i in an elife
category with the defiar, the
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Chma on way to becoming new imperial power

Beijing’s global ambitions come with loans, long strmgs attached

MADE IN CHINA: Beifing, which has already lent $11 billion on Ecvadorean projects suchas
an hydroelectric plant fed by the Coca River waterfall (above), is asserting it egonomic
clout to win diplomatic aflies, promote its currency and secure natural resources, vwT

Ecuador, however, is not
complaining. China represerss
“a civilisation: and history that
awakens admiration to those
who knowit)" President Rafael
Correa of Ecuador prociaimed
o Pwitter, as his jet landed in
Bedjing for a meeting with off-
cials in January,

China's leaders portray the

OVErSeas investments as sym-
biotic. But China is forcing
countriesto play by its financial
rules, which can be onerous.
Marny developing countries, in
exchange for loans, pay steep
interest rates and give up the
rights to their natural re-
sources for years.

China has a lock on close 1o

50 per cent of Ecuador’s oll ex-
ports, which mestly goes to
paying off its loans.

“The Chinese are shopping
across the world, transforming
their firancial resources into
mineral reseurces and invest-
ments, Theycome with Bpanc-
ing, technology and techni-
cians, but also high interest

ALBERTO ACOSTA,
EX-ENERGY MINISTER,
ECUADOR: The problem
iswe aretryingto
repiace American
imperialism with

Chinese imperialism

rates,” said Alberto Acosta,
wha served as Correr’s energy
minister during his first term

‘The Chinese money certain-
ly comes with its stiff condi-
tions. Feuador is largely re-
quired to use Chinese
companies and technologies
ot the projects.

Defauliing could mean
countries will have tohand over
‘their natural resources for ad-
ditional years, limiting their
governanents’ abilities o bor-
rew mongy and pursue other
development opportunities.

China has significant lever-
age to make sure borrowers
pay. Asthe dominant manufac-
tzrer for a long list of goods,
Beijing can credibly threaten
to cut off shipments to cour-
tries that do not repay their
foans.

Steppmg HItO the VOId China's enormous overseas spencimg has the leading financial power inlarge parts

CHINA'S SHARE OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT 2005-13

usa

Venazyely $2%

helped if displace the US and Europe as

Higer 53%

(

india

$Lanka -

Afghanstan 79% 3

of the developing worid,

/"Nﬂffﬁ Horea 93%

euro, the pound and the yen. Ecuador §75% Serra Leone 79% fs Ame;i{a{;t e

hina' j : troops fought
gaelzz::l I:asnzgtﬁ;s“;ga{siseggﬁi China i{wﬁg" ;‘}Fﬁ * @ Yaiihisn, e
World Bank in international ~ More tanhall of a . invested in .
lending. Anditseffort tocreate  0VEIED ivestment, e Zimbabwe §3% - copper mines Australia
aninternationally funded insti- 0 ding off driling S {hina invested in toal and
tugion o finance transporta- i:;ij; if;g:; aer . slar power 3 the West
tior: and other Infrastructure f ' imposed sanctions against e Rey: S0 o circle siz0 ke .
has drawn the support of 57 Pianis and copper its leader, Robert Mugahe gg: = ngls China's share of al Level of countryrisk:.
counstries, including several of fHRes ' i Low high

- forelen vestment

the United States’closest allies.  DH/NYT INFOURAPHI




The Tr' byme

| 28 JULY 2015

DM‘[A ’?-0{7/ dois

HARYANA

' Despite deficit rain, 92% target of
sownareaforkharifcrops met

5f

PRADEEP SHARMA

TRIGNE NEWY SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 27
On aecount of a deficient
rainfall in  nine Haryana

districts in the monsoon’

season, the state has been
able to achieve a target of
about 92 per cent sown area
in the kharif season 26815.
While the sfate has failed
to meet the targets for the
sown areain the case of pad-
dy (88 per cent), bajra {73 per
cent), Kharif oilseed {70 per
cent), Khari pulses (41 per
cent), sugarcane (84 per
cent) collon (80 per cent),
summer moong {22 per
cent), the targets have been

exceeded in the cagse of

maize (125 per cent), jowar
(153 per cent), and guar (121
per cent). As against the tar.
get of 30.21 Iakh hectares,
the kharif crops could be
sown in the area of 27.84

fakh hectares, data with The
Tribune showed.

Officials said this was
iargely due to a deficient
rainfall in niné districts
with Hisar, recording a
deficit rainfall of 6% per
cent, followed by Reohtak
(54 per cent), Mahendra-
garh {51 per cent), Fatehad-
had (50 per cent} Panchkula
(41 per cent), Bhiwani {36
per cent), Sirsa (32 per
cent), Gurgaon and Jind

{14 per cent) and Kaithal (8
per cent},
On the other Thand,

Kurusheira has recorded a
surpius rainfail of 71 per
cent, followed by Kamna! (53
per cent), Faridabad (44 per
cent), Mewsat (41 per cend),
Palwal (35 per cent), Ambaia
(35 per cent),

However, sources said
there no was cause for
worry as the rain in the
remaining 12 districts was

widespread with the aver.
age staiewide rainfzll for
July pegged at 157 mm as
against the normal rainfail
of 158 mm.

“With the monsoon still
in progress we are expect-

‘ing a normal rainfali for

the rain-deficient districts
in the days to come. The

-productively of wvarious

crops is also not likely to
be hit much as rain-defi-
cient districts also have
good irrigation facilities,”
officials contended.
Officials’ confidence
stems from the fact during
the corresponding period
tagt year, the rain deficiency
was pegged at 51 per cent
while in 2013 this was
recorded at 39 per cent.
Despite a highly deficient
rainfall, the production was
normal for a majority of the
kharif crops last year
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Low-cost moi

BENGALURL: A group of re-
searchers from the Indian In-
stitute of Science (11S¢) and
HT-Bombay have designed a
low-cost soil meistyre sensor
that can accurasely determine
the water content of soi and
has the potential to become a
boon for farmers throughout
the country,

Soil moisture is one of the
most ¢rucial determinants in
agriculture and since farm
output is directly linked to
moisture content in the soil,
an easy-to-use soil moisture
sensor is an essential toed for
a country like India.

So far, the most commen

BAGALKDT: The Szate govern-
ment will soon submit a pro-
posal tothe Centre seeking na-
tional project status for Upper
Krishsa Project (UKP), one of
the biggest irrigation projects
in the country, said, Shivayogi
Kafasad, Commissioner Upper
Krishna Project (Resettiement
and Rehabilitation),

‘The commissioner of UKP
told Deccan Herald, "The Kr-
ishna Bhagya Jala Nigam Lid
(KBJNI.} has prepared a pro-
posal seeking national project
statusto UKP and the samehag
been sent to Department of
Water Resources. The State
government will soon forward
the proposal to the Centre.”

If the project gets national
project tag, the works which
are going a¢ a snail's pace for
thelast four decades, will gath-
£r momentum and the project
wottld be completed soon.

After theimplementation of
Phase-3 of the project,
5,30,475 hectares of dry land
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way of finding soil meisture is
to measure its ability to store
heat. However sensors based
on “heat paise” have two basic
challenges. One, it is very ex-
pensive and two, it consumes
a jot of pewer. The soil meis-
ture sensor developed by the
researchers is cheap and re-
quireslittle power 1o run. Pow-
ered by a solar cell array, the
senkor works for three days,
NO-Stop.

Components used

Prof G K Anathasuresh, Pro-
fessor of Mechanical Engi-
reering, Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, who head-

e ccam Hepe) d

B
sture sensor a boon for farmers
Easy-to-use equipment is powered by solar cells

ed the research, said: “This
ow-cost sensory was achieved
with proper material selec-
tion, geometry of the heater
probe, signal conditioning and
amplification, and of conrse,
hard work by students.”

The researchers calibrated
the sensor against white clay,
whose properties are well-
kniown and documented, and
tested on red soil which is
commonly found in Somh In-
dia. The sensor ¢an test differ-
ent kinds of soll and accurately
measire moistizre content up
0 30 per cent, which is above
the saturation limit for mast
variety of seils.

will be covered under irriga-
tion. As manyas 150 villages in
Membai Karnataka and Hy-
derabad Karnataka region will
get drinking water,

Further, the hydel power
plant has the capacity to gen-
erate 210 MW, The project has
all the markings of a national
project. Hence, the Centre
should grant national project
stafs to the UKP, Kalasad ex-
plained,

The UKP Commissioner
(Resertlernent and Rehabilita-
tion} said the implementation
of Phase-3 would leave 20 vil-
lages in Bagalkot and Vijaya-
pura districts submerged, af-
fecting atleast one lakh peoplie.
Actotal of 94,640 acres of land
in 192 villages will get sub-
merged.

The amhorities would need
huge amounts of meney forthe
rehabilitation of the displaced.
If the Centre join hands with
State government, the project
wotld be executed at the earli-
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Besides, the nature for soil
meisture is essential for agri-
culture. It directly influences
long-term climatic conditions
like hydrelogical process and
drought development. On 2
much shorter time-scale, it
a01s as a carrier of nutrients
to plant roots, and helps sus-
tain life on earth. In fact, in
2010, soil moisture was recog-
nised as an Essential Climate
Variable, a release from HSc
said.

The new sensor designed by
the team is currently under-
going field mials andis expect-
ed to be affordable.

DH News Service
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est, he said.

“The national project status
will fetch additional funds 1o
the UKP which inturn would
expedite the ongoing works.
Also, it woukid solve the issues

in Bagaikot district, built
across river Krishna, ok e poto

pertaining to Keishna river wa-
ter sharing between the ripari-
an states Karnataka, Maha-
rashira, Andhaz Pradesh and
Telangana,” Kalasad added,
DH Newss Service
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WASHED
OVERBOARD

8 LIVES LOST ON
BOMBAY STEAMER

(From Our Correspondent)
Bombay, July 27

The sea in Bombay harbottr is now
very rough and as a result there was
accident on board the 8.8, Ladra.
vari at 530 A.M. today, involving the
loss of eight lives. The captain of
the ferry steamer reported this
morning that while making along
the coast with ahout 324 passengers
and general cargo she met with

. rough weather. When the vessel was
between Kennery island and the
light-ship she began to roll heavily
and was very much buffeted by the
waves. Heavy seas struck the ship,
carrying away the railings, and
eight passengers, seven men and
one wornan, were washed over.
board. Life-buoys were immediately
thrown out to them and the ship
rounded several times to save the
unfortunate passengers, but in spite
of strenvous efforts made by the
ship’'s crew all their attempts
proved futile. The iife-buoys drifted
far away and were lost, The bodies
of two of the missing men were
washed ashore at Prince’s dock.
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Humidity soars in Delhi

DPRESS TREST GF INDIA
New Delhi, 27 July

Scattered showers were wit:
nessed in parts of the nation
al capital today which fatled
to bring any respite from
the humid weather condi
tions that Delhiites have been
facing since past several
days.

The maximum tempera-
tuyretoday wasrecorded at34.7
degrees Celsius which wasa
notch ahove the season's aver
age while the minimum tem-
perature had setfledat 24 6 de
gree Celstus, two notches be-
low the normal.

“Aveasunder Palam, Lodhi
Road and Ayanagar received
0.8 mm, 1.2 mm and 1.3 mm
rainfall between 8.30 AMand
5.30 PM.

*Safdarjung observate

e . -

1y, reading of whichiscon-
sidered the official figure for
the city and areas under
Ridge éid not record any
rainfail in the same period,”
a MeT department official
said.

Humidity level osciflated
between 61 and 87 per cent.

The MeT department has
predicted generally cloudy
sky with a possibility of light
rains and thunder storm in
many parts of the city to
MOYTOW.

The maximum and mini
mum temperatures are like
iy toseitleat 34 and 26 degrees
Celstus, respectively

Yesterday, the minimum
temperature had setiied at 27
deg Celsius while the maxi-
mum was recoyded at 33.9
deg C, both normal for this
time of the season.
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