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SELUGE 600 people have died in floods and landslides across India

Smriti Kak Ramchandran

« smrit kak@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Approximately 600
people have died in floods and
landslides across the country this
year, and several state govern-
mentsare yettofully utilise funds
meant for relief and rehabilita-
tion, the Union governmentsaid
onThursday, denyingchargesof
biasinhowitwasoffering finan-
cialassistance.

The government’s claim, made
by junior home minister Kiren
Rijijuin RajyaSabha, comes after
rival parties criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s deci-
sionto give 3500 crore for Gujarat,
where heavy rain and rising
waters left nearly 100 people
dead. In addition to Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Assam and Qdishaare
among states badly hit by floods.

Leaders in several of these
states have sought for more
funds, but central government
sources said many are yet to use
the money they already have.

“Assam, forinstance, hasover
%500 crore which has not been
used, even as it wants around
33,000 croreasinterimrelief. Sim-
ilarly, Odisha has %824 crore.
Many other states have enough
money lyingwith them. Aninter-
ministerial groupisnow visiting
Assam totake stock of the situa-
tion. Ifit finds the requirement of
moremoney, we will provideit,”

agovernment official said, wish-

ingnot to beidentified.
The disclosure was similar to
what Rijijusaidin parliament.
“If you look at the data, you
will realise every state has not
completely usedtheamount pro-
vided under SDRF and NDRF.
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= A tractor wades through water at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

International Airpart in Ahmedabad on Thursday. Heavy rains
throughout the night threw life out of gear in the state, as the death
toll touched 129. Indian Air Force helicopters carrying food and
water packets for the people in the flood-affected Banaskantha and
Patan, where more than 5,000 houses in 800 villages are under
water, could not take off due to bad weather conditions. PTI

whichasanadditionalamount,”
Rijiju said, referring to the state
and nationaldisaster relieffunds.
Theminister wasrespondingtoa
callingattention motion—apar-
liamentary procedure by which
members can raise matters of
public importance and seek
responses from the government.

Centre canhot be biased, the
minister told the House. “The
500 crore sanctioned to Gujarat
was what wasdue to them under
SDRF.” The sanction had
prompted members of the Oppo-
sition in Assam — a BJP-ruled
state — to criticise the govern-
ment.

Assam Congress MP Nipun
Boraaccused the Union govern-
ment of “step-motherly treat-
ment” and criticised the Prime

Minister for not visiting the state
ashehad doneinthe case of Guj-
arat. Inresponse, Rijijusaid that
primary responsibility to deal
with natural calamitieslies with
state governments and the Cen-
treonly supplementstheirefforts
by offering financial and logisti-
calsupport.

He asserted that states have
adequate funds to tackle disas-
ters, which arereplenished with
additional relief amount when
exhausted. “I can assure this
House that the government is
fully committed to ensure that
nobody suffersdue to wantofthe
action from the Government of
India. We are fully committed.
We reassure state governments
that we will be there whenever
sourequire us.” hesaid.

Rain kills 700 cows in Rajasthan

Salik Ahmad

» salik ahmad@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Incessant rain in Rajast-
hanhave claimed the lives of over
700 cowsin Jalore district.
Govind Ballabh, the conserva-
tor of one of the gaushalas, said
the 18 shelters have about 39,000
cowsand calves. The main shel-
terin Pathmeda villageissaid to
beone of the biggest in the coun-
try with some 10,500 cows.
LastJuly, morethan500cows
haddiedintwoweeks atJaipur’s
Hingonia gaushala.
“Itrainedfor 3-4daysbecause
of which the cows became
extremely weak andsatdownon
the ground. In such cases, they
can’tgetupontheirownandhave
tobelifted upandtended to. Their
fodderhadalsogonebad because
oftherain,” the conservator said.
Most cows died because of weak-

ness and starvation, headded.

Another 3,300 cowsand calves
areinjured andrescueand treat-
mentwork isbeing carried out by
the shelter officials, he said.
Nearly 30 cows had been swept
away whenadam inPanchlahad
broken banks, while an equal
number died after sinking into
theslush, hesaid.

IMD issues warning

NEWDELHI: The India Meteorologi-
cal Department on Thursday
issued warning for severe
weather — heavy or extremely
heavy rainfall and strong winds
—inseveral parts of the country
for five days. The warningis for
isolated incidents of severe
weather between July 27and 31.

On July 27, heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall is
expected in Madhya Pradesh,
East Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, East Uttar Pradesh,
Vidarbha, Jharkhand, Anda-
man and Nicobar [slands, six of
the seven north eastern states,

MadhyaMaharashtra, Konkan
and Goa. The same day, strong
winds with speed between 30-50
kmph is likely to hit MP, North
Chhattisgarh and southern
parts of Uttar Pradesh.

The next day heavy rain is
likely in East Rajasthan, West
MP, Gujarat, HP, West Rajast-
han, East MP, Saurashtra and
Kutch, Madhya Maharashtra,
Konkanand Goa.

Theseregions, along with the
six NE states may experience
heavy rainfall on July 30, accord-
ingtothe predictions of IMD.

SANCHITA SHARMA
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“When we got the news of the
dam breaking, we moved the
cows to a higher ground but the

_nature of the cow is such that it

alwaysgoesbacktoitsbarn,” he
said. District collector Laxmi
Narayan Sharma claimed that
sufficient medication and veteri-
narianshadbeen deployed for the
COWS.

Vegetable prices
soar in Bengal

KOLKATA: With flood waters inun-
datingfarmlands anddisrupting
supply chains in seven south Ben-
gal districts for three days in a
row, prices of vegetables have
soared. Entirely dependent on
thedistricts for their daily supply
of vegetables, consumers in Kolk-
atafeltthe pinchevenasthegov-
ernmentalleged thatasectionof
traders hiked the prices artifi-
cially to take advantage of the
floods. “Prices will rise since sup-
ply toretail markets hasfallen,”
sald Bikas Das,avendor. HTC
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10 dead, la

CM attack on
DVC release

OUR BUREAU

July 26: At least 10 people ha-
ve died and more than 15 lakh
have been marooned across
several south Bengal districts
that have been flooded because
of heavy rain and water re-
leased by the Damodar Valley
Corporation.

According to a prelimi-
nary report prepared by the
disaster management depart-
ment, the worst-affected dis-
tricts are Bankura, West Mid-
napore, Burdwan West, Jhar-
gram, Birbhum and Hooghly:.
The report also apprehends
that more areas of Howrah,
Hooghly, Burdwan East and
Bankura could be flooded, cit-
ing a DVC version that it is not
in a position to stop the dis-
charge of water as the dams
can burst otherwise.

Sources said the report wo-
uld be tabled before the chief
minister tomorrow.

“So far, we have set up 50 re-
lief camps in five districts, in-
cluding West Midnapore. Ba-
nkura, Hooghly and Burdwan
West. As 15 lakh people have
already been affected, it is ex-
pected that more relief camps
would start functioning over
the next few days,” said a sen-
lor state government official.

“The water discharged
from DVC barrages inundated
parts of Hooghly, Howrah and
Burdwan East and West,” the
official added.

In Delhi, Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee today
accused the DVC of making
the flood situation worse in
Bengal, saying the central util-
ity had lost the capacity to
hold water in its dams because
of siltation.

Demanding de-siltation in
the DVC barrages, the chief
minister said: “Since 2012, we
have been raising this issue
with the DVC, but to no avail.
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s marooned in flooded Bengal

Even today, they released an
additional 1 lakh cusecs of
water, causing floods in
Howrah, Hooghly and West
Midnapore.”

Sources in the Bengal gov-
ernment said the demand for
de-siltation was not rational
because of the huge cost in-
volved.

“A well-planned watershed

Water being released from the Panchet dam near Asansol, a plane parked on the flooded runway of the Andal

e
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native. Until that happens, we
have toaccept the problem and
try to minimise the flooding ef-
fect by making the lower
Damodar free from activities
that prevent the flow of the
river,” an official said.

So far, two deaths have
been reported each from
Hooghly, Burdwan West, Mur-

hidabad and Calcutta. One
munagement is the only alter- §

eath each was reported from

Nadia and West Midnapore.

“All the deaths were either
because of the deluge or rain-
linked incidents such as build-
ing collapse and electrocu-
tion,” the official said.

Among the districts, Bank-
ura is faced with the worst sit-
uation. The region witnessed
arecord rainfall of 82.8mm in
the past 24 hours and the wa-
ter released by the DVC flood-

ed most of the blocks.

In Burdwan West, the ad-
ministration shifted around
7,000 people to relief camps. In
Asansol’s Jamuria, a large
tract of land surrounding an
open-cast mine collapsed this
morning and black smoke
started billowing out, creating
a panic.

The Kazi Nazrul Islam air-
port in Andal. though non-

airport on Wednesday.

functional at the moment, has
also been under water since
yesterday.

In Birbhum, several places
in the Labhpur block were
flooded after heavy rain and
the overflowing Kuye river.

The worst-affected block in
Murshidabad was Burwan,
where a school student was
washed away while returning
home from private tuitions.
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Ahmedabad receives 200 mm of
rainfall; schools, colleges closed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Gujarat continues to be
battered by heavy rains caus-
ing floods. On Thursday,
Ahmedabad received 200
mm of rainfall, flooding ma-
jor parts of the city. The
Centre has rushed three
more teams of the National
Disaster Response Force to
the State.

The toll in Banaskantha
has reached 46 while in Pa-
tan district, five persons
were washed away in the
floods. The total toll has
reached 150 in the State
since June 1.

“More than 10,000 people
were relocated from vulner-
able areas as a precautionary
measure as torrential rain
continues in the State,” said a
senior government official,
adding that more than 1,000
people were rescued by vari-
ous agencies.

‘Grim situation’
“Situation continues to be
grim because of constant
‘rainfall. After north Gujarat
and Saurashtra, the rain is
now spreading to central and
south Gujarat, causing floods
there,” the official added.
Portions of at least 20
buildings collapsed due to

Rescue work
continues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

All three arms of the military
continue will carry out
intense rescue and relief
operations across Gujarat
and Rajasthan.

The Air Force said a large
scale Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster
Relief exercise involving
medium and Chetak
helicopters was going on in
the flood-hit areas of the two
States. [n Gujarat’s Deesa
area, the IAF undertook 12
sorties, while two Chetak
helicopters were deployed in
Mehsana and Ahmedabad.

heavy rains and water-log-
ging. Three persons were in-
jured when a building
crumbled in the Gaekwad
Haveli locality in the early
hours, Ahmedabad Chief
Fire Officer M. Dastoor said.
“Three persons were in-
jured when a building col-
lapsed in the city. Parts of
nearly 20 buildings col-
lapsed since midnight, while
64 trees have been uprooted.
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Timely relief: People cafry packét; of food they received from civit defencé'vqorluntéers in a flooded neiéhbourhood of Ahmedabad

on Thursday. =reuTers

Eleven instances of fire were
reported due to short-cir-
cuits,” he said.

The government authorit-
ies have ordered all schools
and colleges to remain
closed in the affected areas.
Examinations have also been
postponed.

As on Thursday, more
than 300 roads were closed
and hundreds of villages sub-
merged in darkness due to

power outage as floods have
damaged the power distribu-
tion infrastructure.

Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani visited the affected
areas in Ahmedabad and
conducted inspection of res-
cue works. The administra-
tion has. warned people
against venturing out. The
Ahmadabad Municipal Cor-
poration issued a warning of
heavy rains on Friday and

asked people to stay indoors.
According to Deputy Chief

Minister Nitin Patel, 18 teams

of the NDRF, six teams of the
BSF, six columns of the
Army, two teams of the Navy
and over a dozen helicopters
of the Air Force were in-
volved in the rescue work
across the State, mainly in
the two worst affected dis-
tricts  of Patan  and
Banaskantha.

The Ahmedabad airport
runway was partly flooded
due to heavy rains, though it
did not affect the air traffic,
its director Manoj Gangal
said. Apart from
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar
and Kheda also received
heavy rainfall in the last 24
hours, affecting thousands of
people who had to be relo-
cated to safer areas.

(With inputs from PTD)

Over 600 dead

so far, says Centre

NEW DELH!

Minister of State for Home
Affairs Kiren Rijiju on
Thursday said the floods had
claimed over 600 lives across
the country. During a calling-
attention discussion on flood
situation in various part of
the country, particularly in
Assam, the Minister informed
the Rajya Sabha that 24,811
cattle had perished; 63,215
houses or huts were
damaged; and about 2.8 lakh
hectares of crop area was
reported affected.

Many people marooned
in Rajasthan

JAIPUR

The flood fury continued on
Thursday in squthwestern
Rajasthan, where a large
number of people marooned
in the low lying areas and
trapped in the swollen waters
of rivers and ponds were
evacuated. An overflowing
distributary of the Garwalia
dam in Pali district and the
main Panchla dam in Jalore .
developed cracks, leading to
flooding of nearby villages.
Though the rains subsided in
Pali, Sirohi and Jalore
districts, the impact of floods
was felt across the region.

Floods in Bengal
man-made: Mamata
KOLKATA

The flood situation in several”
districts of south Bengal
remained grim on Thursday,
with those falling in the
lower catchment areas of the
Damodar Valley being
submerged. As many as 11
people have died so far in the
region. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
who inspected of the
inundated areas in Hooghly
and Howrah during the day,
held the Centre and the
Damodar Valley Corporaticon
responsible for the "man-
made” floods in south Bengat

ZE Ty lmemsTiien s Acar being pushed on awaterlogged road In Anmedsbad; villagers crossing a flocded road 2t 8urdwan in Bengal: and a washed away road near Jalore, Rajasthan. = avsones e
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Experts unsur

AMITABH SIN.IA

NEW DELHL, JULY 27
WHILE EXPERTS are still questioning the en-
vironmental and financial viability of river-
linking projects, parliamentarians, it seems,
are convinced that connecting rivers is the
main solution to India's recurring flood and

- drought problemis.

Several MPs in the Rajya Sabha, from
across the political spectrum, on Thursday
urged the government to implement the
river interlins:ng project, while discussing
the flood situation in Assam and elsewhere.

“I'would like to suggest that the govern-
ment think of linking the rivers... It can take up
thisissue with chief ministers of the states, If
Godavari and Krishna could be linked in
Andhra Pradesh, why can't the other rivers
be linked? 1 appeal to you to hold a meeting
with all the chief ministers, discuss the inter-

linking of river waters, so that we can effec-
tively mitigate the impact of climate change
inour country,” D Raja of CPI said.

Prasanna Acharya had made the same
point a bit earlier. “During Vajpayee’s gov-
ernment, a good step was initiated — inter-
linking of rivers. I don’t know why the UPA
government did not continue with it. I would
like to ask the minister and the government
whether they are thinking of reviving the in-
ter-linking of rivers programme,” he said.

Speaker after speaker after that echoed

this demand.“The UPA government had -

been planning this for a number of years.
They had even prepared a blueprint. But it
takes time to implement such things...
Connecting rivers require huge funds. So, my
suggestionis, you must take the World Bank
aid and also the Asian Development Bank aid
foritand work it out ina big way, in aphased
manner. It may take 10 years or 15 years. But
if you connect rivers in a phased manner, it

M.P.Chronicie
Aaj (Hindi)
Indian Kation
Nai vuniys (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

A flooded locality after heavy rainsin

Ahmedabad on Thursday. P11
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is going to be a permanent solution for the
people of India,” Subbirami Reddy of the
Congress said.

Vijila Sathyananth of AIADMK said the
Tamil Nadu government had been seeking
inter-linking of rivers for several years. “The
main long-term solution would be to ensure
optimal and equitable sharing of water re-
sources in the country, which s, inter-linking
of rivers. Would the government be looking
into this?” she asked.

Tiruchi Sivaof DMK said the river intertink-
ing project is raised in Parliament gvery year
but the govermment was not acting fast
enough. “Until and unless it is done, this situ-
ation in the country will never corme toanend.
When one partis with surplus water, the other
part is suffering for lack of water, then why
don'tyoulink the rivers?” he asked.

The government hasbeen examining the
prospect of interlinking of rivers since the
1980s, and has already identified 30 possi-

R ...... -

e but MPs see river linking as the é\%lu?}ion to flood control

ble linkages across the country. A detailed
projectreport has been prepared in many of
these. However, till now only one of these
projects, the Ken-Betwa link in Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh has received Cabinet
approval, but even that is hurtling from one
obstruction to the other,

After alot of difficulty, the Ken-Betwa link
project received environmental, forest and

. wildlife clearances earlier this year, but now

Madhya Pradesh state government has
raised some objections, bringing a fresh
cloud of uncertainty over the project.

Meanwhile, environmentalists and wa-
ter expertsfhave been warning of adverse
consequences of river interlinking project.
Lastyear, even a committee appointed bythe
Water Resources Ministry, to suggest struc- -
tural and institutional reforms in water man-
agement, had argued against interlinking,
raising questions ona number of grounds in-
cluding its cost effectiveness,

[ TR
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Centre must aid states

during

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIC O’Eﬂoods started in the North

-,

Rajya Sabha members froni
flood-affected states on
Thursday asked the gov-
ernment to help their states
adequately face the calami-
ty and explore inter-linking
of rivers as a solution to
this recurring problem.
Participatinginacalling
attention motion discus-
sion on floods, particular-
ly in Assam, the members
said the Centre should not
washits hands off the issue
saying the primaryrespon-
sibility to deal with floods
lay with state governments.
In several States like Assam
and Odisha, the floods were
so regular and destructive
that only the Central Gov-
ernment could take care of
them, the MPs said.
Minister of State for Home
Kiren Rijiju said the states
wereTeleased funds from the
State Disaster Relief Fund
which was a permanent
allocation. The amount of
Rs 500 crore announced for
Gujarat by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was also
out of the Gujarat SDRE he
added. In case of need, the
Centre gave supplementary
help to the States, he said.
The minjster said the

K’

East and spread to most
parts of the country. Six
hundred people had died,
over two lakh were in relief
camps and nearly 2.50 lakh
hectares of crop area was
affected, Rijiju said.

He said the Army and
Central Armed Police Forces
hadinstructionsto respond
immediately, as also the
National Disaster Relief
Force, to whichever area
required help. Odisha had
done aremarkable work in
facing the disaster, he added.

Rijiju said inter-Minis-
terial teams visited the flood
affected states and consid-
ering the damage done bv
the fioods, several min-
istries were involved in the
relief and repair work. No
extra water was released
from barrages without con-
sultation with the States.
Linking of Ken and Betwa
rivers of Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh was the
only proposed inter-link-
ing of rivers project before
the government, Rijiju said.

Ripun Bora (Congress)
raising the issue, said the
Prime Minister should visit
allflood affected states and
not just Gujarat. Prasanna
Acharya (BJD) said Chhat-
tisgarh should be stopped

loods, say Elders

from constructions on
Mahanadi as it created floods
for Odisha. Dola Sen (Tri-
namul Congress) said floods
in West Bengal were man-
made and the Central gov-
ernmentwas wholly respon-
sible as it had not released
funds for the repair of bar-
rages.

D Raja (CPI) said the
country faced floods and
drought simultaneously.
Why not explore inter-link-
ing of rivers. he said. The
Centre must help states in
time of calamity, he said,
adding that when there were
floods in Chennai, the Cen-
tre did not give money to
Tarnil Nadu. Ravi Prakash
Verma (Samajwadi Party)
said every time a state faced
floods, instead of giving
help, the Centre passed on
the responsibility to the
state government. Shiv
Pratap Shukla (BJP) said
there should be pre-flood
preparations. Tiruchi Siva
(DMK) said the Centre
should take floods serious-
ly. Vijavasai Reddy (YSR
Congress Party) said inter-
linking of rivers was the
only answer. Ritabrata Baner-
jee (CPI-M), Bhubaneswar
Kalita (Congress), Lal Sinh
Vadodia (BJP) and others also
spoke.
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