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Germany pitches to join
Ganga clean up

PRESY TRUST OF INDIA
Berlin, 27 August

Keen to be part of 'Clean
Ganga’ initiative, Germany
has offered to rejuvenate a
segment of the river in
Uttarakhang by using tech-
nelogy it had emploved o
clean the Rhine, considered
one of the most important
waterways in Eurcpe.

In an address to a select
group of Indians here,
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj referred o
the German proposal while
appealing the Indian dias-
pora to whole-heartedly
contribute to the “Clean
Ganga Missien™ as well as

'‘Swachh Vidyalaya' initia-
tive which is aimed at pro-
viding a functional toilet in
every school tollets. Swaral
said her German counter-
part Frank-Walter Stein
meir placed the proposal to
ciean Ganga in Pttarak-
hand during the two-hour
long meeting she had with
him in which both the lead-
ers reviewed entire gamut
of bilateral ties. “The Ger-
man Foreign Minister toid
me that 'vou call Ganga
mother. We cleaned Rhine.
Rhine is like father and
Ganga is mother',” she said
addressing the gathering
last evening.

Exhorting the Indian

community to be part of
1ndia's development, she
said the country has wit-
nessed “momentous
changes” since the NDA
government came o power
with a ¢lear majority.”i
invite all of you {c engage
with India and be part of
our developmental jour
ney,” she said. The External
Affairs Minister said
India's stature at the world
stage has gone up signifi-
cantly in the last 15 months
and gave example of how it
had rescued nearly 1,860
foreign nationals from
Yemen besides over 4,000
Indians.She said even the
US had requested India to

rescue their citizens from
the war-torn country which
was unprecedsented.

“A government with
clear majority has come
after 30 years. The politi-
calpundits had said the
coalition government's will
continue for at least 26
years more but they were
proved wrong,” Swarai
said.” When we gave the slo-
gan of 272 plus, some people
made fun of us, some pec
ple questioned us and some
people wondered how we
will manage the magic fig
ure. 1t was a big political
change because India is the
largest democracy in the
world,” Swara] said.
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DJB cracks down on illegal
lines, action against, 400

Times News NETwoRk

New Deihir Cracking down
on ilegal connections, Delht
Jal Hoard (DJB) launched a
special enforcement drive on
Wednesday and prosecnted
411 people.

Sources sald that 1567
properties were inspected
duringthedrivecarriedout fo
check iftegal connections and
misuse of watern

“The prosecutions were
made under Delhi Water Boa-
rd Act 1998 for stealing water
thremgh legal connections
and for misuse of water DJB
has started schemes for con
sumerstoconverttheir fllegal
connections to legal ones but
we have not received a very
sneouraging  response. We
now intend o carry out this
drive at least once a week.”
said anofficial.

Datareleased by the board

Covering L., YIS

showed that all 26 properties
inspected in Paharganj wers
issued challans. In Mehrauli,
89 ont of 125 properties inv
spected were issiled chalians.
In Punjabi Bagh (west) and
Rajouri Garden, DJB inspect-
ed 752 proper ties, of which 493
were prosecuted.

In Nangloi and Mundks,
28 people were prosecuted
from 160 properties checked;
25 were prosecuted in Nehru
Vikar and Azadpur; one in

Lalita Park and Laxmi Nagar,
64 a1 Palam Dabri Road: and 51
from Hanuman Road, Loni
Road and Karawal Nagarn

“To undertake enforee
ment af such a scale, we have
hadfostrengthenourenforce
ment wing. Even our regular
inspections have increased
and in the last three months,
our teams have inspected
4577 properties and issued
challans to 1,055 people.” said
anofficial

I35 hus been losing sever
alorores each year becauseof
non-revenue water which is
lost either throngh leakages
or  thromgh unusuthorized
connections. und has been
trying o get consumers to
take up legal connections.
in the past few months, the
Delbhi government has an
nounced variots schemes to
facilitate legalization of un
anthorized connections.
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Monsoon to retreat
from Sept 1? IMD
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says no signs yet

Ami Bhattacharya s |
Neha Madaan it 0%

New Delhi/Pune: The monsoon
may start withdrawing from
northwest India from the first
week of September, a forecast is
sued by the Indian Institute of
Tropicai Meteorology said.evenas
the countrywide rain deficit grew
t0 12% for the season.

Septemnber i is the normal date
for monsoon to start withdrawing
from the country HTM's predic
tion, i it comes true, would mean
the northwestern plaing of Rajas
than, Pundab, Harvana and Delhi
maynotgetmuchrainfortherestof
the season, indicating an increase
in theoverall rainfall deficiency

However, conntering the pre-
diction, BP Yadav, director of Indd
an Meteorological Department,
said, "Rainfall has remained sub-
dued in northwest India over the
past week and islikely toremainso
forthe next few days, but that does
notmean monsoon'swithdrawalis
imminent.”  “Monsoon's  with-
drawal depends on 3 change in
wind pafterns. We are vet to see
consistent changes in line with
that. As long as the monsoon wind
pattern remains in plage, there's
always the possibility that a svs
tem forming in the Bay of Bengal
can bring gond spells of raintothe
region,” Yadav added.

Monsoon's withdrawal usnally
takes over a month, beginning
from west Rajasthan and progress.
es eastwards. Meanwhile, the ex.

e ——

RELIEF IN SIGHT

tended break in the meonsoon is
Hkely to end, with a well marked
low pressire system over epastal
(disha set to bring rainfall over
most of eastern and central India
in the next five fo seven days, ex.
eept thenorthwest, Yadav said.

The HTM forecast also did not
see any significant monsoon intra
seasonal oscillations (MISO)} activ-
ity for the next 10to15days. MISO is
alarge-scalesystemassociated with
monsaon. Indiads eaid to get signifi-
cant rainfall under the influence of
MISO, even during Bl Nino vears,

G P Sharma, vice president,
meteoroiogy, at Skymet Weather
Services too did not give any as
sured date of withdrawal “With-
drawal of mansoon is a long proc.
a5s, and takes 15 days to withdraw
completely from west Rajasthan.
Also, every year there is some vari
ability in monsoon's withdrawal
dates. Like, last conple of vears,
monsoon  withdrawal was  de-
fayved,” hesaid.
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Waiting for rescue

L

Villugers with their livestock take shelter on a highland after their hamlet was submerged by flood
water following heavy rain, in Morigaon district of ASSamM. — PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR :

i
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Gogoi seeks
500 cr. flood
aid from Centre
GUNANATE: Assam Chief Min-
ister Taraun Gégoi on Thurs-

day sought Rs 500" crote.
assistance from the Cenire

~ for the flood-hit state. .

In a letter to the. Prime

_‘Minister, Mr Gogol ;héaded

for the amount to meet the
emergent flood situation in
the state, o .

He urged the Prime Min-
ister for an. immediate re-
lease of Rs 387 crore under
the National Disaster Re-
sponseFund, . ..

“T am given sanderstand
that the sanctiofed amount
far Rs 387 orore under

NDRF is ‘to be- adjusted

against the unspent balance
of State Disaster Response

Fund (SDR¥), which wilibe |

agrave injustice hecansethe
unspent batance of SOHR¥ is
committed against ptojects
already sanctioned and we,
in fact, need more funds to
meet the committed Habil-
ities,” Mr Gogoisaid.
The CM requested Mr
Modi to release the Central
share of Rs 257 crore against
Tood Management: Pro-
me schemes taken up
ander the 1ith Plan for
which the state government
has already released its
share, o

. The -'Chief- Mxmster Fg-T
ther pleaded for release of

‘the Central share’ for Rs’

1,016 crore for FMP

" schemes -under the lzth

plan.> PTI
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NGT ISSUES SHOW CAUSE NOTICES TO 45 SOCIETIES IN VASUNDHARA ENCLAVE

Akanksha Jain
eaps of municipal solid waste can
he seen in and around Hindon
Canal at Vasundhara Enclave,
Mayur Vihar Phase I, Dallu Pura
Village and New Ashok Nagar,
which have been developed by
DDA without any plan for san-
itation. Near the area, a police
station has been constructed on
the outlet of the drain obstruct-
ing its fow,

With government agencies
shifting the onus, the National
Green Tribunal has issued show
cause notices to 45 societies in
Vasundhara Enclave asking why
they should not pay compensa-
tion under the ‘polluter pays
principie’,

‘The East Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (EDMC}, under whose
jurisdiction the area falls, has
been directed to also issue no-
tices to Residents Association of
Mayur Vihar Phase- I, Dallu Pura
Village and New Ashok Nagar on
the similar Hines on which Notice
is being issued to the societies.

he NGT teok note of the fact
that there is massive collection of
rmunicipal solid waste around the
Hindon Canal that falls in Va-
sundhara Enclave, Mayur Vihar
Phase I, Daflu Pura Village and
New Ashok Nagar and directed
the EDMC to remove the same in
aweek.

The DDA has been asked why it
has not provided outlet for the
storm water which collects inthe

.11 IS CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT EACH
OEPARTMENT SHIRKS ITS
'RESPONSIBILITY, NOT ONLY THE ONE
TOWAROS PUBLIC BUT EVEN THE
STATUTORY OBLIGATION |

s

The Hindon-Yamuna canal. - vug vHoeto

society and/or viliages block,
EDMC informed that it has al-
ready removed 18 trucks of mu-
nicipal soli¢ waste and have
deployed huge man power for the
said purpose and the process is

- continuing

Italso claimed that the waste is
being thrown on the greater part
of the areawhich belongs to FWI}
and as such they are expected to
collect and dispose of municipal
sofid waste according to the
Rules. The agency also stated
that the canalis said tobe belong-
ing to the U.P. Irrigation Depart-
ment and, therefore, they should
take care. _

¢ is to be noted that the colo-

_nies have been developed by DDA

and handed over to EDMC for
sanitary purpose only in June,
2015, Prior therete, the DDA was
responsihle for proper collection
and disposal of the waste,

“This is an admitted position,
which ¢learly shows the sericus
dimensions of these environ-
mental issues arising frors thein-
discriminate  dumping - of
municipal solid waste and allied
waste in and around the Hindon
Canal, This is undisputedly caus-
ing water poliution and environ-
mental degradation. This menace
must be stopped,” the NGT said.

<3t is crystal ¢lear that each
Department shirks its responsib-
ility, not only the one towards
public but even the statutory

Hindon stifled by waste

obligation. On the one hand Au-

thorities are failing to perform
their functions and on the other
hand there is indiscriminate
dumping of waste by the people
living in these areas. Prirnarily,in
gither case, it cauges environ-
mental degradation and water
pollution in those areas,” the Tri-
bunai said,

The NGT has now asked all
agencies concerned to share the

- work and explore the possibility

of erecting iron grills along the
canal.

For feedback, please mail us af
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.codn
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Eco concerns over Baglihar hydel project

ARTEEV SHARMA

FRIFUNE NEWS SERVECE

FAMMU, AUGHST 27

The 804-MW Baglihar hydro-
electric project continues to
ncrease the worries of
experts and inhabitants in
the erstwhiie Doda district
comprising Kishtwar, Doda
and Bamban districts as the

region faces amajor threat of

severe climate change, cour-
esy  sudcessive  regimes
which have ignored all
environmental concerns
attached $o the project.
‘Thrrential rain, doudbursts
nd magsive landshides are
said 1o be new dangers con-
fronting the people of the erst-
white Doda district which are
mostly due to areation of the
eservolr of between 30 Iom
ind 35 km in length, The
egion falls in seismic zone TV
The second phase of the

The'Baglihar hydel praiect on the Chenab in Doda distriet.

#The design of the
project was based ona
geoiogical survey
conducted in 1972, 1 had
cautioned then Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah
about ali portents of a
disaster that could be
faced by the area in
future, but was left
virtually unheard. 9

GM Baat, seonoes

450-MW Baglihar project
wili be commissioned in
September. The 45G-MW
first phase of the project
was commissioned in 2008,
The work on the run-of-
the-river project, which
has come over the Chenab
in the Chanderkote ares of
Bamban district, began in
May 1999 when the Nation-
al Conference governmerit

led by Faroog Abdullah
was in power. Both phases
have a common reservoir.
“Two important surveys,
environment impact assess-
ment and environment
managerment plan, were not
condueted before stariing
work on this project, which
could cause a gisaster in the
entire region. The design of
the project was based only

on & geological survey con-
ducted in 1872, 1 had cau-
tioned then Chief Minister
Faroog Abduilah about ali
portents of a disaster that
could be faced by the area

- in future, but was left vir-

tually unheard. People of
the ersiwhile Doda distriet
are paying for this faulty
planning,” said  noted
geclogist GM Bhat.

He said the new trend of
torrential rain coupled with
frequent cloudbursts in the
region was fraught with dan-
gerous ramifications. “There
is a strong possibility that
heavy landslides friggered
by torrential rain and cloud-
bursts will block the Chenab
and create an artificial dam
in the area. If it happens, #
will cause a massive disaster
in the region,” he said,

Shakit Ahmad Romshoo,
head of the depariment of
earth sciences at the Universi-
fy of Kashmir, said Jammu
and Kashmir was tectonically
quite active and earthquake
with a magnitude of Bto B on
the Richter scale, which was
overdue in the state, eculd cre-
ate havoe with human lives
and property as these mulliple
dams would not withstand
with such fectonic acfivity,
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Rains back
after a jull
in State

BENGALURL: Moderate to
heavyrains lashed severalparts
of the State on Wednesday,
After a lull, Shivamogga dis-
trict received moderate to
heavy rainfall. Hosanagar,
Shivamogga, Sagar, Rhadra-
vathi received heavy rains in
the noon and the evening,
Severalroads in Shivamogga
city were waterlogged disrugt-
ing vehicular movement.
Rainwater gushed into hous-
es in Jow-lving areas,
Shikaripur, Thirthahalli, Sorab
also received good spell of
rains. .
Sweltering heat
The residents of Belagavi got a
relief from sweltering heat
with heavy rains lashing the
City for a few hours., The show-
ers brought down the mercury
levels in the border city,
Bagalkot received drizzles
the day. Rains ap
seared after & bréak of ieart
1 week in Ustara Kannada dis-
tict. Coastal towns such as
Rhatkal, Honnavar, Ankola and
{arwar received moderate
aing. Siesi, Yallapur and Sid-
lapur had cloudy weather
ince morning.
JH News Service

# .

RELIEF FROM HEAT: Students takee shelter under umbreilas as shawers iésh Beisgavi Gty on Wednesda
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People fear water diversion from Kumaradhara, Netravathi rivers

. Ronald Anil Fernandes

i SAKLESHPUR (MASSAN DIS-
TRICT): The North Karnataka

: region is in the grip of anin-
' tenge agitation over the
Kaiasa-Banduri project, But
another cofroversy seems
0 be brewing refated fo the
Yettinahole project.

In this, water flows through
huge pipes measuring 10 to 12
feet in diameter across River
| | Hemavathi, the lifeline of Sak-
leshpur.

As per the existing plan, the
Rs 13,000-crore project com-
prises construction of eight
weirs between Hongadahole
and Doddanaagara, the biggest
weir, from where water will be
. pumped to a height. From
L there, it wilt flow using gravi-
tational force to Tumakury,
Kolar, Chikkabaliapur districts
and parts of Bengalurn distzict.

‘While seven weirs are onone
side of River Hemavathi, Dod-
danaagara is on the other side.
Hence, toreach Doddansagara
(8th weir) from Hebbasale (Tth
weir), either the huge pipes
measuring 10 to 12 feet in di-
ameter showld be laid beneath
the river or above it. :

Four huge pipes would be
iaid across River Hemavathi,
each measuring 10x16 feet,
while the water in
riversfrivaiets is less than two
feetindepth. Thereis nomen-

A view of the french dug up io 13y pipes (seen by the side) st Sattigala near Sakleshpur,
Hassan district. Rainwater has filled the trench. n4puorns

tion about the same in the de-
atled project report too.

As per the plan, the water
which was supposed to flow to-
wards Kempuhote and from
there, to River Kumaradhara
and finally to River Netravathi
before joining Arabian Sea
wouid be blocked and diverted
to Tumakury, Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur districts and parts of
Bengaluru district, after cross-
ing River Hemavathi (which
joins River Cauvery and then
flows to Tami Nadu).

H the water collected
through weirs {fwhich was sup-
posed to flow through River
Netravathi) joins River Hema-
vathi, will the affected people
keep quiet?, asks Shivanna, a
villager from Hebbasale,
through whose land huge
pipelines pass.

Only 9 tme ft available

Though the authorities con-
cerned continue to caim that
24 wmc f of water is available,
arecent study by a teamn of ex-
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No work started: Minister  While 2 huge weir (measur-
Recently, Minister for Forest, ing over 100 feet in height) &
Environment and Ecolopgy B coming up at Yettinahalla (5th
Ramanath Rai, in an interac-  weir), huge pipes measuring
tive session organised by the  10x10 feet have aiready been
Kanara Chamber of Com- laid at Hebbasale and
merce and Industries, claimed Kadamane Estate,
that no work has commenced  The work on the project is
nertaining to Yettinahole proj-  being undertaken on a war-
ect in the Western Ghats re-  footing, but the public have
gion. been kept in the dark, said Di-
But, when mediapersons vis-
ited the project site, a2 com- Sahyadri Samrakshana San-
pletely different picture chaya :
emerged. DH News Service

perts from the Centre for Eco-
logical Sciences (CES) of the
Indian Institute Science (FISc),
Bengalury, led by Prof TV Ra-
machandra has found out that
only 8 tme of water is available
for the project. o

1f sources are to be believed,
officials have surveyed River
Kumaradhara too to make up
for the water deficiency.

“What is the guarantee that
water from River Hemavathi
too is not diverted?,” asked an
activist,

nesh Holla, the convener of |
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SHIVANNA, AVIL-
LAGER FROM H£8-
BASALE: If the water
collected through
weirs (which was sup-

posed to low through
River Netravathi) joins
River Hemavathi, will
the affected people
keep quiet?
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ifeline gets some much-needed repair

The work will be over in three months and work on the remaining portion will be taken up in the
second phase — PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM '

K, Lakshmi

fter over five years, the Kandai-
eru Poondi canal, which plays a
key role in transporting Krishna
water from Andhra Pradesh to
Chenmai, is getting a makeover,
This wiil help the faster flow of
water and prevent the siiting up
of the canat bed.

The Water Resources Depart-
ment has started repairing vul-
nerzbie streiches of the canal
between Uthukottal and Poondi
Teservoir.

Several workers are invoived

OFFICIALS ARE ALSO IN TDUCH WITH
ANDHRA PRADESH AUTHDRITIES
REGARDING KRISHNA SUPPLY FROM
KANDALERU RESERVOIR

instrengthening the 25-km-long
canal, which has remained dry
for two months now. At present,
work is going on in a 12-km
streteh of the canal Officials of
the WRD said the concrete lin-
ing on the retaining wail is being
rebuilt in the portion under the
Rs. 20-crore projeet,

As of now, about 50 per cent of
the project funded by NABARD
has been completed. “The work
will be over in three months. We
plan to take up work in the re-
maining portion of the canal in
the secend phase of the project,”
the official added.

The departinent had earlier
taktery up miner works to fix
damages in the valnerakle por-
tions of the capal in 2¢10 and
2012,

M.‘;a;:whi‘{e. the dep ent is

alse in Halson with its counter-
part in Andhra Pradesh regard-
ing the release of Krishna water
from Kandaleru reserveir to the
water-starved city. The reser-
voirs of Andhra Pradesh that
feed Kandaleru reservoir too are
nearly dry.

The water supply from the
neighbouring State was sis-
pended in July following 2 dip in
resources there.

“We have received 2.55 thoy-
sand miflion cubic feet of water
between January and July this
vear. This is equal to three
months of city water supply.
Once the reservoirs have better
inflows, we expect to get water
into the canal. However, the wa-
ter fow in the canal wili not af-
fect the ongoing work,” officials
said,

Stormwater dramsf

in

preventing stagnation

oon; ¥ g
sewage in waterboéses, asiseen

-in the city's southern suburbs.

Further, the delayin
completing work on graing .
causes aiof of trouble to
residents, especially senior
citizens and school children.
Residents and elected

" representatives point out to the

network of drains that have

freen omplying sewage info

Chitfapakkam Lake for many
years, '

“Water from the rallway
colony serves as dqiHfers, but
only grey water fr
and shopss refe;
lake and the focal bodies only
end up accelerdting this &
process,” puinted out Nignk
Munuswamy, a councifof,

Recently, Tambaram

: ity s _
© tohcrete pavement a _
* euivert with stormwater drain

on Annia Street, Periyal Street -

*and Muthumariameman Koil

" StreetyinBast -

" Tambarai. Simifarly, work
“grders were also sued for

stormwater drains with cover
stabs ant a culvert in Rajeswari
Nagar and Dhanalgkshmi Street
Selaiyur. Officiais said the
culvert is essential to
channefise rainwater into the

- -dains as part of fiood-
prevention medsares.

Residents complain that due
to delays in the work on
comptiting the draing and
culvert work on Bharatha Matha
Street in East Tambaram, water
stagnation might occur during
the monsaon.

“The drain work is creating
traffic pite-ups on the road as
welt a neighbouring streets.
Resients and motorists are
concerned about saféty of
students when the construction
work is on.
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Flood scene in Barpeta
- district improves

'CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, Aug 25: Though
the éverall flood situation in

Barpeta district improved to--

day, 156 vziiages still remain
under watér. Most of the yiv-
ers, including the Brahmapu-
tra, are flowing above the dan-

. ger mark til} the filing of this
report . -

Though the water levels of
Brahmaputra, Beki, Manah,
Pahara and Kaidia remain above
the danger mark, they are
showing a receding trend, But
Nakhanda and Marz
Chaulkhows rivers ave still fig-
g According to official sourc-
es,ﬁvelnBarpeta SGmBagh
bar, 31 in Kaigachla, 27 in

| Sarthebari, six in Sarupeta and
| fwo villages in Ba;ah circle

have been affected by the cur-
rent wave of floods. Two relief
cafnps have been established
in Baghbar circle and 300 peo-

They have heen provided es-
sential food items hike rice, dal
and salt, The district adminis-

tration has been monitoring

the situation round-the-clock.

Meanwhile, 2 team of

Krishak Mukti Sangram Sami-
ti (KMSS} led by the woiking
president of Barpets district
committee Dandinath Barman

visited ﬁood%if&cted aress -
under Sartheliari revenue cir-
cle today, The teans visited -
Rng:aNaehr?dm,PiMKa-» '

waimar: block, Era, Bamuidi
Neularbhitha etc., and inter-
acted with the .locai people
there. Talking to,this corre-

plehave been shieltered there,

spondent, Dandinath Barman
alleged that thousands of peo-
ple in Paka Mouza ave.stili feel-
ing under flood. He formed
that more than 59 viliages un-
der SartheBari revenue gircle
have been submerged i the

current wave of floods. A sub-

stantial crop area has been
washed away. But it is 2 mat-
ter of regret that no relief ma-
{erials have been provided by
the authority in the affected

and MP wh car't éven spare.

#tay to shend with the Siffer-
ing people. He also miformed
‘thiafithey will mmtietazz
vifforrhation akout the loss in-
curred and submit a memoran-

dum to the government seek-

ing compensation. .
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