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New Delhi: Seeking to pro-
tect over 2 lakh wetlands
across the country, the Cen-
frehascomeout withrulesto
identify and manage these
ecologically fragile areas
which play animportant role
in flood control, groundwa-
ter recharge, preserving
plant varieties, supporting
migratory birds and protect-
ingcoastlines.

Thenew rules, notified by
the environment ministry
on Tuesday, decentralise
wetlands management by
giving states phwers to not
only identify.and netify wet-
< withinitheirjurisdic-

ans but aiso keep s watch
on prohibitedactivities.

It also indirectly widens
the ambit of permitiéd activ-
itles by inserting the ‘wise
use’ principle, giving powers
tostate-level wetland author-
ities to decide what can be al-
lowed inlarger interest.

The notification says,
“The wetlands shall be con-
served and managed in ac-
cordance with the principle
of "wise use’ as determined
by the Wetlands Authority.”

Thoughitlists prohibited

THE SPREAD L

Isro prepared s around £.63% of India’s
a national geographic area

wetlands Area under Area under
atlas based -inland wetlands | coastal
onsatellite | ic 79,56 million | wetlands is
images and in | hectares (Mha) | 4.14 Mha
2011 mapped

201,503 States & UTs now have to notify
wetlands all wetlands within one year

- Now, states can identify

manage their own wetlands

DISTINCT ECOSYSTEM:

N 4
» land area covered by water, either
seasonally or permanently, and having
characteristics of a distinct ecosystem is -
called a2 wetland <

» Wetlands play a key role in hydrological |
cycle and fiood control, water supply, )
= i providing food, fibre and raw materials

o éé » They support lakhs of migratory birds from

L colder regions of the world in summers, apart
from mangroves that protect coastlines and
filter poilutants

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES

Any kind of encroachment Setting up of any
industry ! Expansion of existing industries}
Solid waste dumping i Discharge of untreated
wastes and effluents from industries, cities,
towns, villages and other human settlements
| Poaching ! Any construction of a permanent

nature except for boat jetties within 50

metres from the mean high flood level
observed in the past 10 years

activities, the ‘wisense*prin- |

ciple may invite ®rigicism
from environment4}sts who
had earlier objected to it
when the ministry put out
the draft rules in public do-
main in March last year.
Many conservationists
had pointed out then that the
‘wise use’ principle would
lead to arbitrary decisions
on the basis of selective un-
derstanding of critical is-
sues around the ecologically
fragile areas. The ministry,
in its gazette notification,
noted that the “suggestions
and objections™ received in
response to the draft rules
were considered in consulta-

tion with state governments
and UT administrations.
The Centre’s role under
the Wetlands (Conservaticn
and Management) Rules,
2017, will be restricted to
monitoring its implementa-
tion by states/UTs, recom-
mending  trans-boundary
wetlands fornotification and
reviewing integrated man-
agement of selected wet-
landsunder the Ramsar Con-
vention —.an international
arrangement to preserve
identified wetlands.
Decentralisation of wet-
lands management isseen as
the ministry’s effort to sync
environmental policies with

the government’s ease of do-
ing business norms which
érealedatouttingdelaysin
green ciearancesfor develop-
ment activities and support-
inglivelihood issues.
Thenewrulesreplacethe
Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules. 2010,
which had a provision for a
superbodytodecideonallac-
tivities relating to wetlands.
The new rules make the
provision of respective state-
level wetland authorities
with the Centre having alim-
ited role through a national
wetlands committee, headed
by the Union environment
secretary as its chairperson.




