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Thundershowersbatter D’gere,

North Karnataka stricts

BENGALURU: Heavy showers,
accompanied by thunder and
lightning, pounded parts of
north and central Karnataka
on Wednesday.

~ Sudden showers in the
_evening left the KSRTC bus
stand and severalroads, includ-
ing the busy PB Road in Davan-
gere, inundated with rainwa-
ter mixed with sewage as the
clogged drains overflowed.
The motorists and the pe-
destrians had a tough time
negotiating the flooded roads.
Tree falls have beenreported at
Bilal Compound and Arts Col-
lege on Hadadi Road.
Rainwater has into the hous-
es at Kayipete and Azad Nagar
and several low-lying areas.
Railway underpass has been
closedfor trafficowingtosevere

RAIN FURY: People struggle to negotiate the flooded
Vinobhanagar Main Road in Davangere. Heavy showers
lashed the cotton city on Wednesday evening. b+ PHoTo

flooding. Sucking machines
have been sent to the affected
areas, Palike Commissioner

struck dead by lightning when
she was returning home after
working in a field near Allur (B)

Sedam taluk. Shahpur town
and surrounding areas in
Yadgir district, experienced
moderate to heavy showers,
in the wee hours. The show-
ers have infused life into the
wilting tur and cotton crops.
Shahpur recorded 39 mm of
rain, Bhimrayanagudi 37
mm, Gogi 35 mm, Vadagera
36, said Assistant Agriculture
Officer Dr Danappa Katnalli.
Sandur taluk in Ballari district
and Sindhanurtalukin Raichur
district have experienced thun-
dershowers on Tuesday night.
Thundershowers, accompa-

‘nied by strong winds, wreaked

havoc on the standing crops,

eri, Mangalore and Kudrimoti
villages in the taluk were worst
hit. A cowanda calfwerestruck
deadbylightning at Kudrimoti
Belagavi and Khanapur ta-
luks received mild showers for
about 30 minutes to one hour
on Wednesday evening. Bail-
hongal and surroundings also
received light showers. Over-
cast conditions prevailed in
most part of the district. Thun-
derstorm lashed Sagara town
in Shivamogga district formore
than an hour on Wednesday,
bringingamuch-neededrespite
for people from the heatwave.
Manyroadsin the town were
waterlogged disrupting vehicu-

Manjunath Bellary told DH. village in Chittapur taluk. Two  including maize and jower, at lar movementinvarious parts of
Twopeople havebeenstruck others were also injured in the  several villages in Yelburga ta-  the town. Shivamogga, Soraba,
deadbylightninginKalaburagi incident. Nagappa Hayyalla, lukin Koppal district, on Tues- Shikaripura taluks witnessed
district on Wednesday. Bhag- 55, diedina lightning strike at  day evening. goodspells of rains.
ammaMahadevaKatti,35,was a field in Handaraki villagein . Malksamudra, Chikkamyag- DHNews Service
— [ -

Rain floods many areas in city

BENGALURU, DHNS: The res-
idents of Koramangala 4th
Block once again bore the
brunt of waterlogging, that
too, after the smallest spell of
rain. On Wednesday night,
the area was flooded with
sewage water. Bylanes such
as 11th Main, 5th Cross, 4th
B Cross, 12th A Main and 4th
Crosswereinundated. Though
not many residents reported
water entering houses, some
complained that every moving
vehicle brought water inside
the compound. They said they
facedsimilar problems during
2017 rains too.

Some residents had raised
the height of their gates and
built a wall across the sump.
And it helped. William
Panakal, one such resident,
said, “Thank god, this time wa-
ter has not entered my house.
But our street is completely
flooded. Each time a vehicle

Vehicles struggle to neotia the flooded Mysuru Road at

Nayandahalli on Wednesday. bH PHOTO/SRIKANTKA SHARMA

moves, the water enters the
compound.”

Waterlogging was report-
ed from 7th and 8th Main of
BTM Layout. Bilekahalli, Kod-
ichikkanahalliand Old Airport
Roadreported flooding. A tree
wasuprooted at16thBMainin
Koramangala 3rd Block, but
there wasno damage.

Aresident near KR Garden
said water rose up to 3.5 feet

on Old Airport Road, making
it difficult for commuters to
navigate.

AccordingtotheKarnataka
State Natural Disaster Mon-
itoring Centre (KSNDMC),
Yelahanka received 24.5 mm
of rainfall, Bengaluru South
25.5 mm,Horamavu 11.5 mm,
Tavarekere 23 mm and Kodi-
genahalli12 mm of rainfall on
Wednesday.
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Calcutta: An early warning
and a flood forecasting system
for Calcutta that promises to
help civic engineers take fast’
decisions to reduce waterlog-
ging on roads will be unveiled
in the city on Thursday.

As part of the project, 80
sensors have been fitted to
pumps at drainage pumping
stations, canals and places
prone to flooding to measure
water levels, a Calcutta Mu-
nicipal Corporation engineer
said.

Apart from water 1evels,
the sensors will read pollution

‘levels well. The sensors
have n fitted and thereisno

ar on i s g ew ensors,
the en; can in-

stall more seﬁso if there 1s a
need to cover newer S

\«%mp isa collection point-

within the drainage pumping
station where water reaches
through underground sewers.
The water is drained out into
canals from the sump.

“If we see the water level in
the su£xp rising beyond the
permissible limit, we will im-
mediately start operating
more pumps to drain out water

{ A ﬂooded Esplanade after a downpour on September 4

faster,” the engineer said.

“The faster a sump is
cleared, the lesser are the
chances of roads getting fl
ed. More water will flow in
the sewers and prevent wate
logging on roads.”

At present, the sltuatlon i

monitored by calling U

“drainage pumping station offi

od forecast sensors for city

01a1s. “Once the flood-forecast
system is launched, we will
be able to log in to the system
and see the readings and de-
cide faster on the action,” the
engineer sald

In winter, the sensors will
help measure the level of
PM2.5in the air.

An official of TARU Lead-

i

ing Edge, the cox?sultant that
provided the technical sup-
port, said the sensors would
help understand the city’s pol-
lution scene better.

The data will be more com-
prehensive, Binu Mathew, di-
rector of Taru, said.

The system has been devel-
oped under the Asian Develop-
ment Bank’s Urban Climate
Change / Resilience Trust
Fund, partially funded by

| . the UK government’s Depart-

ment for International
Development.
" There are plans to dissemi-
nate the information among
people through a mobile app.
“During the monsoon, onecan
know beforehand the water-
logginglevel of a place,” a proj-
ect official said. “Also, histori-
cal data about waterlogging or
pollution in a locality will be
useful' while buying houses.” .«
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Y he central government .
- may expand the -ambit
‘of social audit to cove

P T ey

- and address grievances.
ol \Currently social audit
otie ~ “for
(Mahatma Gandh1 National
Rural = Employment
* Guarantee Act), rural hous-
| ingscheme and also for funds
. allocated through the 14th
. Finance Commission. =
L Officials said the plan now:
isto conduct social audits of
other programmes
_ schemes run by different
'mmlstnes to brmga sense of
| accountablhty and trans—
£ patencyinfothem.  :
_ The framework for thi
.~ exists in MGNREGA in which
socxal audit is mandatory :
| Of late, around 5,000-
' 6,000 district and block level
| fesource persons along with -
60, ODO . women Self-Help:
Groups (SHGS) have also been
trained through a specrally‘ ~

ST O

. ﬂ,{ n

-

’ all schemes across ministries
0 assess their own ground
| impact on final beneﬁcranes -

 MGNREGA  ij,ct s

designed cerﬂﬁcate co:urse to
conduct socral audlts -

: fup thelr own Drrectorates of
‘Social Audits which along
‘with the available resource
_persons could be involved for =
:conductmg social audits of :
~oth
as Well after tweakmg thelr"

government schemes

ground situation.

social audits are sup-

rogrammes and policies will

That, however has suffered

professor, IIM- Ahmedabad
told Business Standard.
- Officials said social audits

‘of MGNREGA have not been
done in a structured mann
since its inception more than

n socral audrt c1tlzens

ernselves assesstheimpact
of government schemes and
programmes by companng
 official records with actual

through effective

me from proper imple-
mentation of the RTI Act.

remendously in’ the past
wo-three years. Extendmg'
~social audits to other pro-

-grammes while weakening
- the RTI is like breaking the 1

legs and then offering crutch-
~es." Reetika Khera, associate

:‘SHGS
, ‘resource persons have been

- - JHE ECONMIC TIMES
--and documented 2t Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section, CWC. #! M

- a decade back though these
: were required as per the Act.

However, in the last five-

six years, social audits have
- 8ot a fresh impetus after
“ the Centre notified a struc-
- - tured auditing standard in
ywever, civil | soc1ety “
vists and experts said that

cooperation with

Comptroller. and Auditor
- General (CAG) and directed
states to set up their own
= Dlrectorates of Social Audits,

So far almost all states

except = Ra]asthan and

S Haryana have their own
; ,The real protectmn from

corruption in government
”,Wrth Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) and National
_Institute
Development and Panchayati
Raj, Hyderabad, has also

Dlrectorates of Social Audits.
The _government along

of Rural

developed a short-term cer-

- tificate course on social
.audits for dlstnct and block

resource persons and SHGs.
~ So far 60,000 women from
.and  5,Q00-6,000

trained to do social audit of
MGNREGA under the same. |
unds are separately allo-
ted from MGNREGA for

':soc1a1 audlts
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F nnershtiééétknow
\ of agri schemes, ifnot
name' Mmlster

ursdayfarmers acrossthe
tryareat Jeast awareof
ultural schemesinthe - :

ngt T
governmentfor neglectlng _" i
the farming community,

Sm h said the NDA ;

:entop priority. 7
farmers,and
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' Yamuna water level starts to fall

New Delhi: A day after Yamuna’s water level went over a

» metre above the ‘danger’ mark, the level started receding
_and wasrecorded at205.28m on Thursday evening, withafo-
" vecast that it will fall even further over the next 24 hours,
even as evacuation continued in jow-lying areas. The river
reached almost 205.80m on Wednesday evening, forcing aut-
horitiestoexpediteevacuation with around1,300tentssetup

_sincetheriver had crossed the ‘danger’ mark of 204.83m. TN
v —2%
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Moratorlum on
Jloans in Kerala 3

: 20% cut in Plan outlay for rehabilitation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Cabinet has ap-

- proved a one-year moratori-
~um on loans and a 20% cutin
_ the State’s annual Plan out-

lay as part of the post-flood

. rehabilitation and recovery
. programme.

Briefing newspersons af-
ter a Cabinet meeting on
Thursday, Chief Minister Pin-
arayi Vijayan said the go-

* yvernment had decided to off-

er the moratorium on

_ repayment of agricultural,

dairy and education loans
availed by flood victims. The
20% cut in the Plan outlay

. would not be applicable to
Centrally-sponsored schem-

~ es, NABARD projects, public

- works, irrigation and water

_ supply projects, and student

- scholarship. ;

‘The government would
give priority to the revival of
key projects such as the GAIL

_pipeline, City Gas network,

National Highway develop-
ment and power distribution
network that had been af-
fected by the floods. The
Chief Secretary would coor-
dinate the efforts to put the
projects back on track.

The meeting approved the
constitution of official-level
committees for -the prepara-
tion of sector-wise packages
for rehabilitation of flood
victims and reconstruction
of damaged assets.

The Food Department
would be entrusted with the
supply of kits containing rice
and essential commodities
to be supplied to needy flood
victims, “including priority
card  holders, Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme job card holders,
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled
Tribes, widows, differently
abled and the destitute.
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‘States told to gear up

-against crop burning

Times News NETWORK

- New Delhi: Union environ-
. ment minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan on Thursday direc-
" ted the NCR states of Punjab,
“'Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
i to complete the distribution
.of agricultural equipment

¢ among farmers in the next10 .

days to ensure incidences of
-stubble burning are minimal

LET DPELHi BREATHE
| thistimearound.
| Hewastakingstock ofthe
! preparedness of Delhi and
- | NCR statesahead of this win-
ter, asking each pollution
 control board about the mea-
i suresthey had imposed.
The minister said that the
. Centre had provided all the ne-
| cessaryassistancewithagrant
¢ of Rs 1,150 crore from the cen-
trally-sponsored schemes to
tackle crop burning in Punjab,
Haryanaand UPin particular.

‘In the latest data relea-
sed by the ministry, the
number of ‘good’, ‘satisfac-
tory’ and ‘moderate’ days
increased from 144 in 2017 to
149 in 2018, while the num-
berof ‘poor’, ‘very poor’and
‘severe’ days decreased

“from125 in 2017 to 120 in 2018

till date for the capital, the
minister said. Vardhan also
said that keeping in mind
the pollution problem, the
‘Centre had provided finan-
cial assistance under urban
development fund to Delhi
for- procurement of more
mechanical road sweeping
machines and water sprink-
lersto control dust.

- Officials from the Central
Pollution Control Board infor-
med the minister in the mee-
ting that from September 15
this year, they had deployed 41
teams in Delhi NCRfor ground
inspection of activities that
cause pollution. They said the
board has also issued direc-
tions to concerned state pollu-
tion control boards, municipal
corporations,  construction
agenciesand transportand ag-
ricultural departments to pre-
paretargeted action plans.
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Creates pamc- over 5, OOO remdents affecte

| SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
| PUNE :
| Parts of Pune city were inun-
' dated on Thursday following

major breach in the right wa]l“

of the Mutha canal, ¢
damage to hundreds
and slums along the
river front area, and creating
panic among residents.

Rescue team: and fire de-

dties, who

partment a

Tushed to the spot, said there -

was no loss of life and all the
| affected people had been
:evacuated & ;

Accordmg to authorities,
the wall of the canal’s right
bank caved in around 10.30
aam.,
vbreach in the wall and leading
- to flooding inside hundredsof
- shanties and slums in the ci
. ty’s Parvati area.

‘causing a 20-metre

The excess dlécharge is

‘said to have affected more.
than 5,000 residents livingin
these parts, causmg damage o
C  cials immediately stopped

* further discharge of water
from the Khadakwasla dam -

~ one of Pune’s lifelines — to the

to Pproperty.
“Jt will take us at least two

- days to repair the breach. Till
then, water supply to the low-

lying areas around Parvati
and Sinhagad Road will be af-

fected,” said Vijay Kulkarni,
 chief engineer, Pune Munici-
- pal Corporation ®PMC).

A,:Si‘tuaﬁon under control

“The situation is under con-

- trol now. The flow of water re-

duced by late noon,” said a

; ﬁre department official.

Irrigation department offi-

! many propertles damaged

being inve
Angry residents surround-

ed Pune Mayor Mukta Tilak

when she visited the homes of

-those affected.

“All our utensils and sav-
ings have been swept away. If

this had occurred at night, it

might have led to great loss of
life. The city’s politicians only
come to us for votes during
election time, but are not
bothered in maintaining any
facilities;” said an - irate
resident. :
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;Ra] asthan farmers benefited from solar svater pumps: study -\

ﬁ@SSR funded BITS, Pllanl project also found a significant decline in the conbumptlén f fuel in the aguculture sector

E MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR %
‘/ A scientific study conducted
- by Birla Institute of Technol-
 ogy & Science, Pilani, has
. found mismatch between in-
stment in solar energy
sources and employment
generation in the sector, but
| has stated tha the farmers in

Rajasthan  have immensely

benefited from the solar pho-
i tovoltaic (SPV) water pump-

ing systems,

Ll

The study has also found a

significant decline inthe con- -

sumption of fuel in the agri
culture  sector.

the principal investigator of a
project funded by the Indian
Council of Social Science Re-
search for addressing some
distinct aspects of renewable
and non-renewable energy
sources at miero and macro
levels.

P‘r.‘Kl‘ishna said on Thurs-

Dl

day that his study had dealt

from the

The study” s results  were
drawn from a field survey of
over 125 sample respondents
conducted in two districts of -

Rajasthan.
A micro-level »analysl

dicated that the SPV water
pumping systems had pro-
vided some direct benefits to
- farmers, mcludmg the saving
} fram di

; ‘Greenlmuse effe
“Farmers used to operate
diesel generators for 6 to 7
hours a day, consuming two

 litres of diesel per hour. The

-use of SPV pumps has result-

edin a drastic reducnon of
v*i‘u,el consumption, - which

was also,a cause of green-

house etfect 2, Dr Krlshna 3
~ said.

While the gnd connec;ted
electricity is supplied to agri-
culture sector mostly during
the night, the farmers canir-
rigate the land during day-

time with the SPV system,

making their access to water

- easy: Besides, the SPV sys-

tem has been found to be
cost effective because of the

State government’s subsidy

and the beneficiary’s share is
recovered in about  four

- years.

Power supply to the agri-
culture sector in Rajasthan
ranges between 5 and 6
hours a day. Facing challeng-

‘es'in the expansion of grid-

connected power because of
difficult geography, the Ra-
jasthan ' government has
been giving subsidy on SPV
water  pumping . systems
since 201112, ,
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