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Death toll i In earthquakes risesto 311

THE INDEPEMDENT & AGEMCIES
Kabul/Peshawar, 27 October

The death toll in the earth-
quakes that hit Afgh-
anistan and Pakistaneardy
morning vesterday has
risen to 311. Rescuers in
Pakistan braved tough
terrain to deliver aid to
people living in Taliban
insurgency- hit areaslike
Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa
that have been rocked by
the powerful 7.5 magni-
tude quake.

The death toll in the
quake - the strongest in
10 years - in Pakistan
hasnow risen to250 from
the eardier figure of 225
which included 214 dead
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KF) and Federally Admirn-
istered Tribal Areas

(FATA), 5 in Punjab, and
4 in PoK, local media
reports said. KP and FATA
werermost seriously affect-
ed as the powerful earth-
quake rocked Pakistan
and the region yesterday
cansing atleast 250 deaths,
Geo News reported.

The MNational Disaster
Management Authority
(MDA said at least 1620
people have been injured
across Pakistan.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7044601?show=print

“Till this morning, 185
peoplehave diedand 1,456
including women and
children sustained injures
inKPasseveralare inorit-
ical condition,” said an
official of the Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDLA).

He said PDM A has con-
stituted seven teams to
visittheaffecteddistricts
for rapidneed assessment
and to supervise relief
activities on grounds.

Over 2,000 tents, blan-
kets and floor mats have
been dispatched to the
affected districts besides
1,000 food packets for the
worst-affected Chitral dis-
trict. The official said
Chitral, Swat, Shangla, Dir
Upper and Lower and
Toarghar districts are the

most affected districts
where infrastrocture and
houses were damaged on
alarge scale

He said rescue and
relief operations in the
affecteddistricts are con-
timiing as civil adm inis-
tration, police, health and
revenue authorities are
participating in the relief
operationsbesides army
personnel.

The military said 27of
45 landslides have been
cleared on the strategic
Karakoram highway

UM agencies aremaobil-
ising and stand ready to
support relief operations
in Pakistan and Afgh-
anistan, Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon said.
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Quake death toll crosses 375 mark

STRUGGLING
Afghan authorities have been finding it difficult to access the hardest-hit areas near the epicentre

We believe the exact numbers are much higher because not all people bring the bodies to hospitals. And there are still areas we don’t have access to so we are not aware of the
situation there.
QAMERUDDIN SEDIQI, adviser to the public health minister

Rescuers were struggling to reach quakestricken regions in Pakistan and Afghanistan on Tuesday as officials said the combined death toll from the previous day’s
earthquake rose to over 375.

According to Afghan and Pakistani officials, over 250 people died in Pakistan and close to 100 in Afghanistan in the magnitude-7.5 quake, which was centered dee
beneath the Hindu Kush mountains in Afghanistan’s sparsely populated Badakhshan province that borders Pakistan, Tajikistan and China. Three people also died in
Kashmir.

Afghan authorities were scrambling to access the hardest-hit areas near the epicenter, located 73 kilometres south of Fayzabad, the capital of Badakhshan
province. Teams on foot were sent to the most remote regions to assess damage and casualties, but air relief drops were not expected to begin for some days.

In Pakistan, the Swat Valley and areas around Dir, Malakand and Shangla towns in the mountains of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province were also hard-hit. Officials
said 202 of the dead were killed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The Pakistani town closest to the epicenter is Chitral, while on the Afghan side it is the Jurm district of Badakhshan.

More than 2,000 people were injured, which also damaged more than 4,000 homes in Pakistan, officials said.

In Afghanistan, Qameruddin Sedigi, an adviser to the public health minister confirmed 78 dead and 466 wounded, based on numbers reported by hospitals across

the country.
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Taliban vow to help Afghans post-disaster

KABUL: The Taliban Tuesday urged charity organisations not to hold back in delivering aid to Afghan victims of a devastating earthquake, saying militants in the
affected areas were ordered to provide “complete help”.

Rescuers are battling to access some of the worst-affected areas across provinces that are effectively under militant control, a huge challenge to any official aid
efforts.

But the Taliban on Tuesday promised to pave access for aid organisations.

“The Islamic Emirate (Taliban) calls on... charitable organisations to not hold back in providing shelter, food and medical supplies to the victims of this earthquake,
the group said on its website.

“It similarly orders its Mujahideen in the affected areas to lend their complete help to the victims and facilitate those giving charity to the needy.”

Afghan disaster management officials say areas around the quake’s epicentre in the remote province of Badakhshan, as well as neighbouring provinces such as
Takhar and Kunar, have suffered huge devastation.

Afghanistan’s chief executive Abdullah Abdullah said an initial assessment shows around 4,000 houses have been damaged by the powerful quake.

The United Nations estimates that the Taliban’s reach is the widest since 2001, with more than half of the districts across Afghanistan at risk.

The growing presence of Taliban fighters is hindering access of aid workers to earthquake victims in urgent need of help, the head of a Western charity said.

“We have no presence in the affected areas, limiting our chances of a fair assessment of the security situation on the ground,” he said on condition of anonymity.

This article was shared by a user of PressReader - an online source of publications from around the world. PressReader contains copyrighted material, trademarks and other proprietary information. Receipt of this article should not be
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+ Apartfromthemain .~ Within minutes of
. quake, at least 12 after- "*@ the earthquake,
shocks were recorded, most the Us Geological Sur-
of them mild in intensity. . | vey (USGS) estimated
However, the most severe the quake’s intensity

aftershock was recorded at | at 7.7, then revised it
2:49pm PST and measured ' down to 7.5 on the
5.3 on the Richter scale.

I Richter scale.

“ After the quake,

- most cellular users in
the central and northern
parts of the country
faced a lack of connec-
tivity for up to one hour.
However, officials from
cellular service
providers denied that
there was a breakdown
in connectivity.

| been implemented.
| Agendas like disaster

The earthquake, a
i section of experts
said on television had
been a punishment for
for the many sins
Pakistan has committed

= None of the serious
. discussions from 10
years ago in 2005, had

relief, institution or
implementation of build-
ing codes or training of
students and teachers in
earthquake prepared- -
ness have not taken
place. The aid dollars had
come and patchy pro-
jects put in place to
justify the money
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Title : Deadly heat forecast in Persian Gulf by 2100
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Location :
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Conditions Would Be Intolerable For Humans, Exposure Will Result In Hyperthermia: Study
By the end of this century, areas of the Persian Gulf could be hit by waves of heat and humidity so
severe that simply being outside for several hours could threaten human life, according to a new
study.

Because of humanity’s contribution to climate change, the authors wrote, some population centers in
West Asia “are likely to experience temperature levels that are intolerable to humans.” The
dangerously muggy summer conditions predicted for places near the warm waters of the gulf could
overwhelm the ability of the hu man body to reduce its temperature through sweating and ventilation.
That threatens anyone without air-conditioning, including the poor, but also those who work outdoors
in professions like agriculture and construction.

The paper, published in Nature Climate Change, was written by Jeremy S Pal of the department of
civil engineering and environmental science at Loyola Marymount University and Elfatih A B Eltahir
of Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Previous studies suggested that such conditions might be
reached within 200 years. But the new research, which depends on climate models that focus on
regional to pography and conditions, foresees a shorter timeline.

The researchers resolve the old argument over whether the source of summer misery is the heat or the
humidity by saying that it is both. They rely on a method of measuring atmospheric conditions known
as wet-bulb temperature, which, while less well known and understood than the standard method of
measuring temperatures, describes the extent to which evaporation and ventilation can reduce an
object’s temperature.

Since even today’s heat waves cause premature deaths by the thousands, mainly affecting very young,
elderly and infirm people, the more extreme conditions envisioned “would probably be intolerable
even for the fittest of humans, resulting in hyperthermia” after six hours of exposure. As climate
change causes temperatures to rise, it should come as no surprise that the warm-water coasts in West
Asia could be the first to experience brutal combinations of heat and humidity.

The conditions would not be constant, but spikes would become increasingly common. NYT NEWS
SERVICE

& Fatofeeling Westendil Tarbes

. S T Gl
MERCURY RISING: Previous research suggested such conditions
miaht be reached within 200 vears

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=Deadly-heat-forecast-in-Persian-Gulf-by-2100-28102015025005
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