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Bhakra Dam as waterway: Cabinet to take call

‘Roll-on, roll-off mechanised vehicles’ to ferry trucks between Ropar and Bilaspur

KuLDEEP CHAUHAN
SHIMLA, DECEMBER 27

The state government has
embarked on an ambitious
project to promote water
transport, but it's not going
to be a cakewalk as there
are many hitehes that will
have to be surmounted.

Though  the Inland
Waterway Authority of
India (IWAT)has asked the
state government to
declare Bhakra Dam as
the ‘national waterway
highway', the matter is
vet to be placed before the
Cabinet for final nod.

The state government has
hired e-Maritime, a Mum-
bai-based consultant, to
undertake the feasibility
study for the Rs 100-crore
ambitious waterway project
in the state. Under the proj-
ect, ‘roll-on and roll-off
{(Roro) mechanised vehi-
cles’ will ferry the
cement-laden trucks from
three big plants
that choke the National
Highway- 21 between
Ropar and Bilaspur

The mechanised vehicles
will be used on the water
stretches connecting Hano-
gi and Pandoh in Mandi,

The proposal

® nland Waterway Authority of India has asked the state govern-
rment to declare Bhakra Darm as ‘national waterway highway'

= Water routes will be Hanogl and Pandoh in Mandi, Slappar
and Nangal in Bhakra Dam and in Chamera Dam in Chamba

® Locals may oppose the praject as their livelihood

depends on fishing

between Slappar and Nan-
gal in Bhakra Dam and in
Chamera Dam in Chamba.
All these four waterways
fall in the districts of

http://epaper .tribuneindia.com/c/7843384?show=print

Kangra, Mandi, Bilsapur
and Chamba,

“Though the project will
be given final shape only
after the feasibility study is

Ehakra Dam

complete, but declaring
Bhakra Dam as a national
waterway is the main
pre-requisite under the
Inland Waterways Act,
which will have to be
enacted at the state level,”
said transport officials,
What weighs on the mind
of the officials is the fact
that there could be some
opposition by the locals as
the dam is a major fishing
pond on which the liveli-

hood of a sizeable popula-
tion of the area depends. As
such the NoC from the
State Fisheries Department
will have to be obtained
before initiating the project.
Besides, the approval of the
Bhakra Beas Management
Aunthority  (BBEMB)  will
also be mandatory.

However, the project can
prove to be a boon for thou-
sands of people who will be
able to transport their agri-
cultural and horticultural
produce in a much less
duration and at cheaper
rates. “Besides, ferrying
cement and other goods,
the project will make pub-
lie transport much cheap-
er— at Ks 6 per km as
against Rs 11 per km by
road,” said RN Batta, sec-
retary, Transport.

“Using the waterways
will reduce the distance
drastically and also help
de-con gest roads,
Cement-laden trucks put
commuters to inconven-
ience, especially during
the tourist season,” said
the officials. They point-
ed out that an estimated
7000 trucks travelled to
and fro on the National
Highway-21.
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PRESENCE OF FLOWING LIQUID WATER CONTRADICTED BY NEW RESEAHCH

Mars gullzes sculpted by dry ice

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Laondan, 24 December

Gullies on Mars may be
formed by dry ice process-
es rather than flowing lig-
uid water, as previously
thought, a new study has
found.

The study conducted
by French scientists
shows that, during late
winter and spring, under-
neath the seasonal CO2
ice laver heated by the
Sun, intense gas fluxes
can destabilise the
regolith material and
induce gaslubricated
debris lows which look
like water-sculpted pullies
on Earth.

Since 2000, the cameras
in orbit around Mars have
transmitted numerous
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images of small valleys
cut into slopes, similar in
shape to gullies formed by
fowing water on Earth.
The gullies seem less
than a fiew million years
old - and sometimes less
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than a few years old. This
suggested that significant
volumes of liguid water
may form on Mars today
This scenario has
recently been questioned
by frequent monitoring of

the Martian surface by
the HiRISE camera
aboard NASA Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter

This showed that gully
formation is ongoing on
present-day Mars, at sea
sons when the surface
environment of Mars is
much too cold for liguid
‘water to flow

However, the observed
gully activity seems to
occur when COZ ice (con-
densed from the atmos-
phere during winter) is
defrosting on the Martian
surface.

Cedric Pilorget from
CMNRES/Tniversite Paris-
Sud and Francois Forget
from the Laboratoire de
meteorologie dynamique
have developed a nurneri-
cal model to simulate the

environment on a slope.

From the underlying
regolith to the atmos-
phere above, the model
takes into account the
energy exchanges due to
radiations, thermal con-
duction or induced by
CO2 phase changes.

A key characteristic of
the locations where CO2
ice condenses is that there
is always a permafrost
layer composed of water
ice -cemented grains a
few centimetres below the
surface.

‘When COZ2 condenses
on the surface in winter,
the air present in the
porous near-subsurface is
trapped between the
impermeable permafrost
layer below and CO2 ice
layer above.
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Chennai: After thefloo

Lessons for governance and state policy

S. SUBRAMANIAN

. and God made a wind to pass

over the earth, and the waters
assuaged... —Genesis §
A soon as the idea of the Deluge hoad
subsided, /A hare stopped in the clover
and swaying flowerbells, fand soid a
praygerto the rainbow, through the spi-
der's web.... Gush, pond,-- foam, roll
on the bridge and over the woods;
Iblack palls and organs, lightning and
thunder, rise and roll; fwaters and sor-
rows rise and lounch the loods again
— Arthur Rtmbaud: After The Flood’

HERE is a gentle calmness,

and great sense of relief that

presides over the simple

statement concluding  the
Genesis account of the Flood, God, we
are told, made a covenant with man
after the Flood, undertaking never
again to visit such a cataclysm upon
him in punishment for his sins, and
the rainbow was the symbol, and the
reminder, of this compact. The under-
standing, of course, was that, for his
part, man would have learnt never
again to give cause for another Flood.
But in Rimbaud’s poem, it is an ani-
mal and not man that expresses grati-
tude to the rainbow, while the latter
returns to his own old ways, causing
the poet to invite Nature to unleash
her fury again upon the earth, There is
a frightening contrast between the
soothing Genesis account of the end of
the Flood and the violence of Rim-
baud's imageryof what might cometo
pass after ‘the idea of the deluge has
subsided.” It is a warning to be con-
stantly conscious of what led up to the
Flood and of the pain and suffering it
caused; an invitation to introspection
and stock-taking; and an injunction
against easy forgetfulness of both
cause and effect.

There is then a case for such intro-
spection now, after the flood in Chen-
nai, in a mood of some humility and
soberness that abjures edgy defen-
siveness toward, and angry rejection
of, eriticism in favour of receptivity
toward messages of lessons that must
be learned and warnings of mistakes
that must not be repeated. The worst
and most self-defeatingly insensitive
response would be one that seeks a
punitive insistence on the court-room
requirements of impeccable proof and
evidence for every adverse assess-

ment made, as opposed to a patient
allowance of eriticism, or even recrim-
ination, from acitizenry that has lived
through a hellish experience. The
state and society alike mustaccept the
wisdom of a stock-taking — one that
covers aspects of both state function-
ing and societal response —that is
informed by such an attitude of
patient objectivity. It is in this spirit
that the following commentson gover-
nance and social behaviour in a time
of crisis are offered.

Casualties direetly attributable to
the flood in southern India and Sri

upkeep of roads that should be built to
withstand the routine phenomenon of
rains in a tropical country, the clear-
ance of structures that are unautho-
rised {(or ought never to have been
authorised) standing on water-ways
and flood outlets, and attentiveness to
environmentalists who have for long
been warning against compromising
the ecological status of marshlands,
These are aspects of long-term policy.

In the short term, it would appear
that the official machinery was found
wanting in its ability to deal quickly
and effectively with the flood crisis.

Inatime of floods or famine or cyclones, the most vulnerable
are those equipped with the poorest entitlement structures

Lanka are estimated to be in the
region of 400 deaths, the destruction
of a hundred thousand structures, and
losses amounting to Rs.20,000 crore,
This is a crushing blow for any region
in a country in the low-to-middle-
income range. A further major human
loss is that due to morbidity - princi-
pally in the form of gastro-intestinal
disease unleashed by the impact of
the flood on public hygiene and sani-
tation, a situation compounded by the
damages suffered in the flood by the
public and private health facilities,
There are obvious lessons in this for
governance and state policy. The state
cannot embark too soon on efforts
aimed at the systematic maintenance
of tanks and canals, the prevention of
deforestation, the regular repair and
cleaning up of drainage outlets, the

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/7843531?show=print

Indeed, a major issue that has arisen
is the manner and timing of the
release of water from the Chembaram-
bakkam tank in Chennai. A substan-
tial body of opinion maintains that the
water should have been released in
stages over time, in manageable quan-
tities, and not all at once in a crisis
response to the possibility of a breach-
ing of the reservoir's walls, with little
warning to the citizenry or regard for
the carrying capacity of the reservoir's
flood outlets. With more considered
state action, Chennai might well have
been spared the drowning it actually
ended up experiencing. It is just as
well that the written, visual and social
media, and political parties, were on
the spot to facilitate the flow of infor-
mation and opinion on the rains and
how they were dealt with, What

Amartya Sen said in the context of
famine is elearly valid also for other
natural disasters which are aided by
human intervention: the role of parlia-
mentary democracy and a free Press
cannot be overemphasised.

AmartyaSen also pointed out, in the
context of famine, that starvation is
largely a matter of what he called
‘entitlement-failure’. In a time of
floods or famine or evelones, the most
wvulnerable are those equipped with
the poorest entitlement structures. In
Chennai, the greatest suffering was
wvisited upon those without access to
even semi-pucca dwelling units (an
aspect of capability-failure that is sel-
dom taken into account in assess
ments of money-metric poverty). Our
favourite pathology, caste, again
raised its ugly head as an aspect of
societal response to the floods. In
parts of the state, upper-caste people
diverted relief supplies intended for
Dalits, thus ensuring for them expo-
sure to both the greatest initial vulner-
ability and the lkast subsequent
redress. Tellingly, the job of cleaning
up the garbage — ranging from ani-
mal carcasses to human excrement -
was left to safai-karmacharis of pre-
dictable easte affiliation: these have
been requisitioned from other parts of
the state to clean up Chennai, with
apparently little attention paid to the
amenities of gloves, boots, masks, or
even proper arrangements of accom-
modation and food for the workers.

Religion, too, has had an interest-
ing part to play in the sociology of
the flood. By all accounts, the Mus-
lim community has quietly and
unflambovantly plaved a magnifi-
cent role in rescue and relief opera-
tions conducted in Chennai, with
countless accounts related of
mosques offering shelter and food
to thousands of people rendered
homeless in the floods. It bears par-
ticular mention that the flooded
temple in the Kotturpuram area of
Chennai was restored by Muslim
wvolunteers. Christian churches, too,
played a stellar role in throwing
their doors open to men, women
and children in need.

Amongst the many lessons to be
learnt after the flood, surely one sipnal
lesson should be that of calling into
question the ambition that some of us
harbour of sending certain people off
to Pakistan!
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Sub-zero Amritsar faces winter blues

Kargil coldest at-14.5

NEW DELHI, DECEMEER 24

The cold wave tightened its
grip on north India today as
mereury dipped further with
Eargilin Jamnw and Kashmir
recording a low of minus 14.5
degrees Celsius and Amritsar
in Punjab, too, reeling under
sub-zerm temperature

In the National Capital,
wintry conditions continued
to prevail with the minimum
temperature settling at 7.2
degrees Celsius. Dense foggy
conditions were witnessed in
certain parts of the cty.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
mereury plummeted fur-
ther due to light snowfall in
higher reaches of Kashmir
Valley vesterday and clear
skies during the night.

Kargil in the frontier region
of Ladakh was the coldest
with night temperature
falling to minus 14.5 degrees
Celsius. Srinagar recorded
the minimum temperature
of minus 4 degrees Celsius.

In Punjab, severe cold wave

temperature touching minus
0.2 degrees Celsius.

Namaul in Haryvana once
again turnedout tobe the cold-
est place in the state recording
alowof 3.5 degrees Celsius.

Shimla and nearby tourist
spots experienced a sunny

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/7843577?show=print

°C| No fresh snow in Shimla | Dense fog envelopes Delhi

]

A snow-covered field after fresh snowfall in Kufri, near Shimla, on Thursday. #1i

Thursday, though the mini-
mum  temperature  was
below the freezing point at
minus 0.8 degrees, while
the maximum stayed at 9.8
degrees Celsius. Keylongin
Lahaul-Spiti district was
the coldest with a low of
minus 11.2 degrees. — PTI

' -

mAL-4 deg Celsius, Srinagar witnessed drop of almost four
degrees in temperature against the previous night

uln Punjab, Ludhiana and Patiala recorded a low of 6 deg Cel-
sius and 7.3 deg Celsius, respectively

wmln Haryana, Hisar and Karnal reeled under intense cold
recarding minimurm temperatures of 5.5 deg Celsius

® Thesnowin Shimla on Wednesday melted within a few hours, but
nearby hills of Kufri and Mashobrastill have accumulation of snow

Mumbai
poised for
chillyXmas

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, DECEMEBER 24
A sharp fall in day and night
temperatures promises a
pleasant Christmas for
Mumbai residents.
According to the weather
bureau, the minimum tem-
perature dropped to 114
depgrees Celsius on Thursday
morning, This is the second
lowest recorded temperature
since 2004, Minimum tem-
perature during December is
amund 17 degrees Celsius.
The dip in mercury has been
attributed to the cold norther-
ly winds reaching the Narth
coastal Maharashtra across
Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Across the city, locals made
most of the cold weather to
don  colourful  woolen
clothes. The Maharashtra
Government, too, decided to
add to the Christmas cheer
by allowing liquor shops,
bars and restaurants to stay
open till 5am on December
25, 26 and January 1.
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No water treaty keeps Arunachal on edge

Caught in India-China race to tap power potential of Brahmaputra

oy

THIBI.I NE AT TAWANG

PARTIV
AJAY BANERJEE
5 India and China
race to tap — or liter-
ally dam — the

97.000-MW  hydro-power
potential of the Brahma-
putra/Tsangpo river, the
people  of Arunachal
Pradesh look askance,

They have two issues.
First, there is no water-
sharing treaty between
the two Asian neighbours
divided by the Himalayas,
allowing Beijing to hold
the waters in its upcoming
dams or release it sudden-
ly. Second, the size of the
under-construction dams
on the Indian side, where
the Himalayas are geolog-
ically unstable, needs to
be  reduced.  Meaning,
more smaller dams than a
few huge ones.

The: 2.900-km-long
Brahmaputra river, known
as Tsangpo in Tibet, origi-
nates at a 17,060 feet high
glacier near the Kailash
Mansarovar, It travels 1,100

WATER POWER

ST ———— ) -
s DAGU

?, | ! 640 MW

il | P

JIEXU ZANGMU JIACHA
S510MW 320 MW

INDIA River

km eastwards across the
Tibetan plateau before tak-
ing a sharp southwards turn
near the 25,047 feet high
Manjagharwa Peak to enter
Arunachal Pradesh for its
destination into the Bay of
Bengal. It carries more than
T1 billion cubic metres of
water annually, making it
the third largest fresh water
flow into the sea — after the
Amazonand the Congo river.

On its side, China intends
to build 40 dams on the riv-
er and its tributaries to gen-
erate 60,000 MW of power.
Three such dams at Dagu,
Jiacha and Jiexu are under
construction and the fourth,
Zangmu, was OpeEra-
tionalised recently. All are
located on the Tsangpo in
the area north of Arunachal.
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Ninong Ering, a Congress
MP from Arunachal East,
flagged the issue in the Lok
Sabha on December 1. “We
have no river water agree-
ment with China. This will
be very disastrous in the
long run because there will
be water scarcity not only in
Arunachal Pradesh, but
throughout the north-east-
ern region." The govern-
ment should discuss the
water-sharing  issues, he
added. In the past, Beijing
has shared flood-season data,
but New Delhi does not have
access to day-to-day or empir-
ieal hydrological data towhich
it is entitled, being a lower
rpanan state of the river

On the Indian side, its
Central Electricity Authori-
ty (CEA) in the plan period
2012-2017 says dams are
being built in Arunachal to
produce 9,579 MW of power,
The same report assesses
the long-term pre-feasibili-
ty hydro-power potential of
the state at 27, 293 MW

Former state Minister
Naresh Glow, three-time

MLA from Thrizino-
Buragoan constituency and
now a member of the BIE
says, “We want hydro power,
but the planning should be
to  have smaller dams,
which will keep the envi-
ronment protected.”

Glow may not be off the
mark. ‘Geological surpris-
es’ - very soft earth or
underground water chan-
nels — during construction
cannot be completely ruled
out. A 2000-MW Subansiri
Lower project in Arunachal
Pradesh has been affected
due to such a ‘geoclogical
surprise’, says a CEA repaort.

Militarily, some of the
key installations are close
to the rivers in Arunachal
Pradesh. “In an earth-
quake, a big dam reservoir
will be catastrophic,” Glow
warned. In the past centu-
ry, the Himalayas have
been rocked by a few major
earthquakes which were
greater than 7 on the
Richter scale - notably in
Eangra, Uttarkashi
Sikkim and Nepal.

Meanwhile, in Guwahati,
located on the Brahmapu-
tra, the oil refinery was shut
in the middle of December
duetoexcess silt. Executive
Director of the refinery J
Borpujari was quoted in
media: “Although silting
and sandbar formation is a
regular phenomenon  in
winters, this year thesilting
iz unprecedentedly high.
This has foreed at least four
pumps to shut down.”

{ To be concluded)

H
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Cold wave sweeps north India, Leh shivers at minus 16 degrees
. PTI

Mercury dipped further in most parts of north India on Friday with Leh region in Jammu and Kashmir recording the season’s lowest at minus
16.2 degrees Celsius.

Delhiites woke up to a chilly Christmas morning with the minimum temperature settling at 5.5 degrees Celsius, two notches below normal for
this time of the season.

In Jammu and Kashmir, cold wave tightened its grip in the state as the minimum temperature at most places continued its downward spiral.

The summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir recorded a low of minus 5.2 degrees Celsius, a drop of over a degree from the previous night’s
minus 4.0 degrees Celsius, according to a spokesman of the MeT Department.

The bone-chilling cold led to freezing of water taps and fringes of many water bodies including the famous Dal Lake here.

The night temperature in Leh, in the frontier Ladakh region, went down by over three notches from the previous night’s minus 12.9 degrees
Celsius to settle at minus 16.2 degrees Celsius. Leh was the coldest recorded place in the state.

The nearby Kargil town also shivered at a record low of minus 15.0 degrees Celsius, the spokesman said, adding the town had recorded a low
of minus 14.5 degrees Celsius the previous night.

In Rajasthan, mercury plummeted in many places and Churu remained the coldest place with a minimum temperature of 0.4 degree Celsius,
near freezing point.

The night temperatures dipped by 2-4 notches in the State, a Met department official said.

Intense cold wave swept Punjab and Haryana with Amritsar recording the lowest temperature of minus 0.3 degrees Celsius in the region as
mercury dropped by several notches below normal level in both States.

Reeling under severe cold conditions, Amritsar recorded mercury at minus 0.3 degrees Celsius, four notches below normal, a MeT report
said.

As cold wave tightened its grip, Narnaul in Haryana recorded the second lowest minimum at one degree, down by five notches below normal.

The Union Territory of Chandigarh shivered at 3.4 degrees Celsius, down by three degrees below normal while Ambala and Hisar recorded a
low of 5.2 degrees Celsius and 3.2 degrees Celsius, dropping by up to four notches below normal.

In Himachal, intense cold wave conditions continued to reel in the hills and valleys of Himachal Pradesh but tourists were disappointed as
‘White Christmas’ eluded Shimla.

- PTI

Printable version | Dec 28, 2015 4:47:51 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cold-wave-sweeps-north-india-leh-shivers-at-
minus-16-degrees/article8029459.ece

© The Hindu
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Ensure wetlands are not reclassified: HC

e Sureshkumar

The Hindu
A PIL plea had alleged that the tahsildar of Madurantakam taluk was issuing patta to wetlands near the lake as residential plots.— File photo

Judges directs tahsildar to look into the issue

The Madras High Court has asked revenue authorities of Madurantakam taluk in Kancheepuram district to ensure that there is no
reclassification of wetlands as housing plots.

After the directive, the First Bench of Chief Justice S.K. Kaul and Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana dismissed a PIL petition moved by E.
Thirugnana Selvam of Madurantakam.

Submitting that the Madurantakam lake was the only source of drinking water for the nearby villages and irrigation in about 2,500 acres, the
petitioner said, “While the fact being so, the tahsildar of Madurantakam taluk is issuing patta to wetlands near the lake as residential plots
and the Municipal Commissioner is also sanctioning building construction on the reclassified land.”

Alleging that such reclassification has affected more than 100 acres of agricultural land in the area, the petitioner wanted the court to restrain
the authorities from converting wetlands into residential plots.

Responding to the allegation, the Government Pleader submitted that no such conversion had been done or patta issued in the lake area and
the wetlands.

Recording the submission, the Bench dismissed the PIL plea.

However, the judges directed the tahsildar of Madurantakam to look into the issue and ensure that there is no reclassification of wetland.

Printable version | Dec 28, 2015 4:54:24 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/ensure-wetlands-are-not-reclassified-
hc/article8027525.ece

© The Hindu
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Govt plans to prioritise projects for conservation of
water resources

TNN | Dec 27,2015, 04.25 AM IST

EW DELHI: With the year 2015 drawing to a close, the Centre
has proposed to give a new push to managing the country's

water resources by prioritizing its activities for 2016 when it

will look beyond Ganga to initiate new projects and complete
the ongoing ones.

Setting up of the National Bureau of Water Use Efficiency,
modernization\expansion of flood forecasting network of the Central
Water Commission (CWC), completion of the contentious Polavaram
project in Andhra Pradesh and launching Yamuna rejuvenation plan are

yﬁfr: e :L;_""_'j ; some of the key proposals which are to be taken up by the water
Under phase I and Il of YAP, pollution abatement works have been resources miniStry ina b|g way in 2016.

completed in 21 towns of UP, Haryana and Delhi.

Enlisting under proposed initiatives, the ministry, in its year-end review
note, mentions rejuvenation of Yamuna among other things.

Though cleaning of the river has been going on since 1993 when the Center had started the Yamuna Action Plan (YAP), it has
so far not produced a desired result due to a huge gap between demand and availability of sewage treatment capacity and lack
of fresh water in the river.
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Idea of the Yamuna rejuvenation on the lines of the ongoing 'Namami Gange' (Ganga rejuvenation plan) will be to come out
with desired results in 2019.

It is, however, not yet clear how the Yamuna rejuvenation plan would be different from its existing action plan which has
already spent Rs 1514 crore and has been in the process of implementing various projects worth over Rs 3230 crore in Delhi
and Haryana.

"Yamuna under the rejuvenation plan will get more focused attention,” said an official while referring to the Ganga rejuvenation
schemes which -- despite the existence of the Ganga Action Plan (GAP) in the past -- have got special impetus and taken a
shape of people's movement to clean the river under the Prime Minister Narendra Modi government.

The ministry has also listed a proposal to set up an autonomous body to devise ways for optimum utilization of water by
various sectors including public utilities. The body - National Bureau of Water Use Efficiency - will be set up on the line of
Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) to control and regulate efficient use of water. It will work to stop leakages through
propagating best practices of water use.

It was first proposed under the UPA government in 2013. But, it could not take off despite the urgency to have such body for
water conservation. The proposed move to set up this body in 2016 assumes significance when most of the options of
harnessing available water in the country have already been utilized.

The average annual potential of 'utilizable" water in the country remains constant at 1,121 Billion Cubic Meter -- 690 BCM

surface water and 431 BCM ground water -- whereas the demand for water is rising rapidly with an estimated requirement of
1,180 BCM by the year 2050.

http:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt- plans-to-prioritise-projects-for-conservation-of-water-resources/articleshowprint/50338445.cms 2/4
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The proposed body, comprising members from different central ministries, water experts and representatives from industries

and civil societies, will also oversee labeling and certification for public utilities, local bodies and industries that manufacture
household water fixtures and appliances.

Efforts to complete the Polavaram Project will also be stepped up next year. The multi-purpose irrigation project, having dam

across the Godavari River, is under construction in West Godavari and East Godavari districts in Andhra Pradesh. Reservoir of
the project - which has been accorded national project status by the center -- spreads in parts of Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

Odisha government and many environmental groups have, however, been opposed to the project, claiming that it would
adversely affect the tribals of Malkangiri district.
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FOCUS ON YAMUNA 0P

iver Yamuna huge gap between

may get the demand and
maore attention | availability of sewage
in2016under | treatment capacity
Yamuna and tack of fresh
rejuvenation water make the

plan river dirty
STATUS SO FAR

Yamuna Action Plan (YAP phase-l)
was started in 1993

» \arious works related to sewerage/
interception and diversion of drains,
sewage treatment plants (STPs), low-cost
sanitation/Community toilet complexes,
electric/improved wood crematoria

were taken up under YAP

YAP (phase-ll} was started in 2001

» Under both phases, a total of 305
schemes have been sanctioned for under-
taking pollution abatement activities in the
identified polluted stretches of the river

» A treatment capacity of 942 MLD
(millian liter per day) have been established

var: 793 MLD | vap.: 189 MLD

TOTAL EXPENINTURE INCURRED ON

CONSERVATION OF RIVER YAMUNA
UNDER THE YAP-1 & Il

Rs 1,514 crore

¥ "l]-

L e . =] i
» Under phase | and Il of YAP, polkution abatement
works have been completed in 21 towns of UP,

Haryana and Delhi

= YAP-IlI was approved in 2013, Projects worth
over Rs 1,230 crore are under different stages

of implementation

= YAP Phase-|ll project for Delhi has been approved
with an estimated cost of Rs 1656 crore under the
fapan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
assistance for renabilitation and upgradation of
exsting 5TPs (350 MLD} and trunk sewers (43 km)
» In addition, Delhi Jal Board (DJB) is implementing
an interceptor sewer project costing

Rs 1,357 crore to intercept sewage flowing into

the Yamuna fromn three major drains, including
Majafgarh and Shahdara

» 22-km stretch of Yamiumna is in Delhi

» Two projects have been sanctioned in Sonepat
and Panipat towns at a cost of As 217crore

for pollution abatement of river Yamuna

http:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt- plans-to-prioritise-projects-for-conservation-of-water-resources/articleshowprint/50338445.cms
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Green norms may sound death knell for domestic textile industry

e Vikas Dhoot

The environment, forest and climate change ministry issued a draft notification in late November that proposes new pollution control
standards for effluents from the textile industry.

The industry is India’s largest employer after agriculture, accounting for 14 per cent of exports.

The textile industry has flagged concerns about an Environment Ministry move to mandate virtually all textile firms to reduce their effluent
discharge to zero. The argument is that such a stipulation goes beyond what the developed world follows and would make Indian firms even
more uncompetitive at a time when export orders are shrinking.

The textile industry is India’s largest employer after agriculture, accounting for 14 per cent of India’s exports, but has recently lost ground to
Bangladesh and Vietnam in the global market as the preferred supplier for readymade garments.

The environment, forest and climate change ministry issued a draft notification in late November that proposes new pollution control
standards for effluents from the textile industry.

“Textile units having waste water discharge greater than 25 kilo litres a day shall establish Zero Liquid Discharge — effluent treatment plant,”
according to the notification. It also requires all textile units set up in clusters such as Tirupur in Tamil Nadu to set up common effluent
treatment plants to ensure zero liquid discharge, irrespective of their waste water quantity.

Industry players would be granted 30 months to construct or augment their existing effluent treatment plants to comply with this new
regulation under the Environment Protection Act of 1986, according to the ministry. No new or existing units will be allowed to operate their
factories after that, in the absence of such arrangements.

Industry members have raised their apprehensions about the implications of the new norms in a missive sent earlier this week to the
ministries of textiles as well as environment and forests, questioning the assumption that textile units discharge effluents without treating
them.

“The textile industry has made substantial investments in treating effluents as per the Central Pollution Control Board’s standards... ‘zero
discharge’ is not the only solution,” said A. Didar Singh, Secretary General of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI). “The effluent can be treated and reused for various other purposes including discharge in the sea at least in coastal states.”

Mr. Singh has urged union Environment Secretary Ashok Lavasa to consider that countries competing with India as well as the so-called
developed nations haven't set such stringent standards for the water-intensive sector.

While mooting an increase in the threshold of 25 kilo litres a day to 100 kilo litres a day, industry members have pointed out that smaller
textile units wouldn’t be able to afford the costly equipment for treating effluents with a zero liquid discharge approach.

“Several units after necessary approvals from the environment ministry and state pollution boards have invested in sea-discharge after
treating effluents... all these investments would stand futile with the implementation of the proposed policy, thereby increasing the financial
stress on these companies and sheer wastage of national resources,” Mr. Singh wrote in a letter reviewed by The Hindu. Even textile mills in
Europe and the U.S. allow discharge of waste water in the sea, river or for irrigation purposes, he said.
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The industry has also requested the ministry to consider the flip side of the zero discharge proposal.

Technologies for such treatment plants is steam and electricity-intensive, leading to higher green house gas emissions as India largely relies
on coal for power, they say.

The definition of zero effluent discharge should include re-use, recycling and alternative deployment of treated effluents, FICCI has
suggested. The ministry has proposed a very stringent norm that allows very limited ground water extraction by units and wants the entire
water recovered from the effluent treatment plants to be re-deployed in the production process.

Printable version | Dec 28, 2015 4:50:16 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/green-norms-may-sound-death-
knell-for-domestic-textile-industry/article8029387.ece

© The Hindu
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Paddy ryots try their luck again

hd Sruthisagar Yamunan

The paddy field at Killai village of Cuddalore district ruined by the recent floods. (Right) The banana crop destroyed at Melakandai village,
Jameenendathur post, Kancheepuram district.- Photos: B.Jothi Ramalingam

Begin second round of planting borrowing money from local lenders at high interest rates.
Hardly 10 days after Dharmar planted the paddy saplings in his leased land calamity struck.

As the Palayam lake near Cheyyur in Kancheepuram breached and flooded his farm on December 2, his entire family could do little but turn
helpless spectators.

“We lost every thing. I waited for two weeks to see if the rains would return. They have not so I am now risking everything to cultivate again,”
the farmer says as he carefully fertilizes his field for the second time in two months.

Though the State has announced a compensation of Rs. 13,500 per hectare for short-duration crops and Rs. 18,000 for long-duration ones (as
per norms set by Centre), many farmers, in the three heavily-affected northern districts of Kancheepuram, Cuddalore and Tiruvallur, say they
remain empty handed.

With no other source of income, they have now begun the second round of planting with money borrowed from local lenders at high interest
rates.

Dharman says the compensation amount fixed does not take into consideration the reality on the field. “For a single acre of paddy cultivation,
the production cost adds up to at least Rs. 20,000. The government is giving us about Rs. 5,500 per acre. Is this acceptable? Labour alone will
cost that much,” he rues.

The farmer pays Rs. 10,000 per crop as lease amount to the land owner and has pledged his wife’s jewels to raise funds for the second crop.
Jeyaraman of Akinapet states that farmers invariably end up succumbing to real estate sharks due to mounting loses. “I haven’t repaid the
loan I borrowed last time. Now I have borrowed again for cultivating paddy the second time. If this continues, I will have no option but to sell
a part of my holding,” he said.

Dilli in Tattapanchu in Minjur recollects how he had left the paddy saplings on the field on December 1 only to find them completely
destroyed in the rains a few days later. Showing the dried out bundles, he said the water also washed away the top soil on his field. “T had to
plough multiple times and add more urea. I have no idea how the yield would be,” he said.

Unable to raise money, some have also moved away from paddy for the second turn. In many places in Cuddalore and Kancheepuram,
farmers are opting for groundnuts which, they said, are marginally less costly than cultivating rice.

Apart from the damage to crops, many farmers report widespread loss of cattle in the floods. Compensation for the animals too has not
reached them.

Farmers say the compensation fixed by the government does not cover

the losses

Printable version | Dec 28, 2015 4:42:53 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/paddy-ryots-try-their-luck-
again/article8035617.ece

http://www .thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/paddy-ryots-try-their-luck-again/article8035617.ece?css=print 1/2


http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/sruthisagar-yamunan/

Western Ghats issue: Kerala under pressure

GIRI‘;#ME’N&N

mmwmmmm The
Union goVernment’s ‘go siow’
attitude on taking decisions
on the final notificatien for
implementing the Kastariran-
gan report on the conserva-
tion of Western Ghats and
amendment of the Coastal
Regulation Zone norms has

put the Cengress and the

United Democratic  Front
(UDF} under pressure.
Kerala Chief Minister
Comumen Chandy had includ-
ed these two issues as priority
items in his memoranda sub-
mitted to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in Delhi and dur-
ing the latter’s whistle stop
visit 10 the State. It appears
that the BJP government is no
moed te oblige the Congress
which is trying to find ity feet
in the HighRange constituen-
cies, particelarly Idukki and

Kannur after the debilitating

defeats in these areas in 2014

Lok Sabha elections.

Till date, the Congress
leadership has never been
able to really understand the
reasons for the UPA govern-
meni's action issuing the draft
notification. in ks bid to recti-
fy the situation, the Chandy
government appointed an ex-
pert committee, headed by
CGommen V. Qommen, chair-
man  of the Biodiversity
Board, to look info the Kasty-
rirangan impact.

The committee recom-
mended declassifying 2,500
sq.km. area in the 123 villages
notified as Ecologically Sen-
sitive Areas that had human
seitlement er were planta-
tions or agriculture land. Al
the records and documenta-
tion related te this were sub-
mitted to the Centre.

With some of the Western

Ghats States now being ruled
by the BIP, the party appears
to be leveraging its position in
Kerala to make political gains.

As soon as Mr Modi as-
sumed office, the Bharativa
Vichara Kendram, a think
tank of the RSS, organised
meetings to formulate an ap-
proach on the issue. The BiP
might not succeed in making
an electoral breakthrough,
butits moves can bringaiotof
headache for the Congress
party, which has been on an
over-drive to bring back the
settler farming community
that had been for long a vote
bank.

in the case of the CRZ
norms, which are being im-
plemented since 2011, the
fishermen community is the
most severely affected be-
cause of stiff stipulations that
have prevented even con-
straction of dwellings.

IN A BIND

The Centre's ‘go slow’ attitude on Kasturirangan réport
CRanmhaspﬂtﬂwl}DFmvtheraiaunderpmssum

© Draft notification

of the Kasturirangan
Committee report on
Western Ghats issued
n 2013 hy the UPA
govt. at the Centre

© The High Range
Protection Commit-
tee comes into being
soon after, leads agita-
tion against the move
to declare large tracts
in ¥duldd ecologically
sensitive

and

A view of Western Ghats in
tdukid district of Kerala,
 PHGYO: H¥IRHE,

& UBF appoints the
Commen V Qommen
comimitice. Recom-
maends declassifica-
tion of 2500 sq. km

© One round of | O BJP not
meeting held in | ready fo give
Dethi. No further | Congress any
development i latitude

€ SHff CRZ norms affect
fishermen adversely




CHAZIARAD\HAPUR: The National
Green Tyibunal has directed a
upit run by Hindusfan Coca
Cola Beverages’ {BCCB) at
the Masu ri-Guiawihi Read
fndustrial area near Dhawiana
in Hapur district to subrmit its
drainage map and plans as well
as particulars about ity sewage
and trade effluent discharge.

The direciions came on apetk
tion filed by Ghaziabad resident
Sarjay Kumear who claimed some
industriesweve Hlegally discharg:
ing untreated waste water info
a pond Jecated in the indnstrial
arpa. He had requested the court
1o heavily penalise the polivters
and order preveniive steps.

Though Hindustan Coca Cola
Beverages wagnot aparty to the
case eartier, it appeared before
the tribunal during a hearing
on December 11 The fribunal
had also divected HECRiobe d
party in the case.

“Cartainiy they appear iohave
some interest in the matier ahout
whichwe donot comment at this
stage before the vole of the fac-
tory in the present case fgclean”
the trivunal said in an order

Farier, the NGT had toid the

immﬁawmaﬁegedmm!edwater

ttorie! published onb@@wﬁ; /9
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Water contamination: Green

Cola’s Hapur unit to give effluent

e, , 10
Fimes (HWingh

{
de ot £V !
sharl {(Hindi

from the factory is

entering this lake in Hapur district. SAKIS ALIHT PHOTO
ttar Pradesh Pollution Control  pipelinesirom the industry fothe
Board (UPPCB)and the Coniral  pond,” the report stated.
Pollution Control Board (CPCH) he repert said the quality of
10 ingpect the pond and cubmits  water was not complying with

reporisoneff] uentsentering it

The physical inspections
were conducted by UPPCB and
CPCB on July 30 and {October 18,
yespectively The icint inspection
report said thepond ismanynade
and was recelving effluentis only
from the HOCE plant. “TE islearnt
that the facility is constructed
by HCCR to discharge itstreated
efffuents through a well estab-
Hghed network of underground

the general standards and the
reasons may be atiributed 10
“gischarge of pariially freated
or untreated effluents from
Hindustan Coca ColaBeverages.”

“Alarming facts as regards
the situation obtaining in the
fastory of Hindustan Coca Cola
Beverages Pvtitdare disclosed
in the veport of CPCB dated
October 19. Before we pass any
dirpctions against the company, it

—

e

discharge plan

will be fust necessary 1o seek the
regponse of BCCBon thisyeport
in context with the PPCR's
yeport,” the tribunal said.

The tribunat directed the up
hoard to take measures inthe
interest of environment. The
pond islocated nearly a kilome-
trefrom the industrial aves amid
agricultural fields, where heavy
dischargeof water continued till
Priday when HE wistted the area.

The eompany said it had
yoluntarily impleaded to he &
party and was directed tofilea
responsetothe UPPCBand CPCB
reports hefore January 14, 2016,
“Since its inception, our piant
has been operating under alireq-
wisite government licenses/ Yeg-
istrations/approvals inchuding
hose in relation to Al water ang
hazardous waste Every material
aspect of the fungtioning of the
plant was accordingly subjectto
the serusiny of the appropriate
regulatory authoritios and we
have ensured compiiance 0 the
same at all times,” FCCHseidin
a siatement on Friday

1t said that UPPCB tested
water from their treatment
plant periodically and that the
company never received any
complaints abouf not meeting
the prescribed standards.
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Surface cleaning of Ganga to begin in 10 cities next
month

TNN | Dec 24, 2015, 02.25 AM IST

EW DELHI: The surface cleaning of Ganga, including removal of
solid waste such as clothes and parts of dead bodies, will
commence in 10 cities from next month.

Water resources minister Uma Bharati said the surface cleaning exercise
would start in Haridwar, Garhmukteshwar, Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi,
Patna, Sahibganj, Kolkata, Nabadwip and Gangasagar under the 'Namami
Gange' programme.

In a consultative committee meeting on Tuesday, she said trial of surface
. . cleaning had already started in Varanasi which has been assigned to Tata
Projects Ltd under corporate social responsibility scheme. She said NTPC,
ONGC and Petronet had also expressed willingness to fund the project.

US to help India clean Ganga

Referring to the progress of sewage treatment under Namami Gange, the minister informed that 29 projects have been
completed at a cost of Rs 463.58 crore with the treatment capacity of 123 million litres per day (MLD) and sewer network of

666.69 km.
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A total of 93 projects have been sanctioned at the cost of Rs 1,502.66 crore. This will result in the creation of treatment
capacity of 8568 MLD and sewer network of 3,623.10 km.

Referring to the progress made in river front/ghat development projects, Bharati told the parliamentary panel that development
of four ghats out of 20 in Patna was completed last month.

She said work at Chandighat (Haridwar), Chhath Ghat (Delhi) and Sahibganj will begin next month.
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