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Cold wave sweeps north India, Leh shivers at minus 16 degrees
PTI

Mercury dipped further in most parts of north India on Friday with Leh region in Jammu and Kashmir recording the season’s lowest at minus
16.2 degrees Celsius.

Delhiites woke up to a chilly Christmas morning with the minimum temperature settling at 5.5 degrees Celsius, two notches below normal for
this time of the season.

In Jammu and Kashmir, cold wave tightened its grip in the state as the minimum temperature at most places continued its downward spiral.

The summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir recorded a low of minus 5.2 degrees Celsius, a drop of over a degree from the previous night’s
minus 4.0 degrees Celsius, according to a spokesman of the MeT Department.

The bone­chilling cold led to freezing of water taps and fringes of many water bodies including the famous Dal Lake here.

The night temperature in Leh, in the frontier Ladakh region, went down by over three notches from the previous night’s minus 12.9 degrees
Celsius to settle at minus 16.2 degrees Celsius. Leh was the coldest recorded place in the state.

The nearby Kargil town also shivered at a record low of minus 15.0 degrees Celsius, the spokesman said, adding the town had recorded a low
of minus 14.5 degrees Celsius the previous night.

In Rajasthan, mercury plummeted in many places and Churu remained the coldest place with a minimum temperature of 0.4 degree Celsius,
near freezing point.

The night temperatures dipped by 2­4 notches in the State, a Met department official said.

Intense cold wave swept Punjab and Haryana with Amritsar recording the lowest temperature of minus 0.3 degrees Celsius in the region as
mercury dropped by several notches below normal level in both States.

Reeling under severe cold conditions, Amritsar recorded mercury at minus 0.3 degrees Celsius, four notches below normal, a MeT report
said.

As cold wave tightened its grip, Narnaul in Haryana recorded the second lowest minimum at one degree, down by five notches below normal.

The Union Territory of Chandigarh shivered at 3.4 degrees Celsius, down by three degrees below normal while Ambala and Hisar recorded a
low of 5.2 degrees Celsius and 3.2 degrees Celsius, dropping by up to four notches below normal.

In Himachal, intense cold wave conditions continued to reel in the hills and valleys of Himachal Pradesh but tourists were disappointed as
‘White Christmas’ eluded Shimla.

­ PTI
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Ensure wetlands are not reclassified: HC
Sureshkumar

The Hindu
A PIL plea had alleged that the tahsildar of Madurantakam taluk was issuing patta to wetlands near the lake as residential plots.— File photo

Judges directs tahsildar to look into the issue

The Madras High Court has asked revenue authorities of Madurantakam taluk in Kancheepuram district to ensure that there is no
reclassification of wetlands as housing plots.

After the directive, the First Bench of Chief Justice S.K. Kaul and Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana dismissed a PIL petition moved by E.
Thirugnana Selvam of Madurantakam.

Submitting that the Madurantakam lake was the only source of drinking water for the nearby villages and irrigation in about 2,500 acres, the
petitioner said, “While the fact being so, the tahsildar of Madurantakam taluk is issuing patta to wetlands near the lake as residential plots
and the Municipal Commissioner is also sanctioning building construction on the reclassified land.”

Alleging that such reclassification has affected more than 100 acres of agricultural land in the area, the petitioner wanted the court to restrain
the authorities from converting wetlands into residential plots.

Responding to the allegation, the Government Pleader submitted that no such conversion had been done or patta issued in the lake area and
the wetlands.

Recording the submission, the Bench dismissed the PIL plea.

However, the judges directed the tahsildar of Madurantakam to look into the issue and ensure that there is no reclassification of wetland.
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Under phase I and II of YAP, pollution abatement works have been
completed in 21 towns of UP, Haryana and Delhi.

Govt plans to prioritise projects for conservation of
water resources
TNN | Dec 27, 2015, 04.25 AM IST

Printed from

N EW DELHI: With the year 2015 drawing to a close, the Centre

has proposed to give a new push to managing the country's

water resources by prioritizing its activities for 2016 when it

will look beyond Ganga to initiate new projects and complete

the ongoing ones. 

Setting up of the National Bureau of Water Use Efficiency,

modernization\expansion of flood forecasting network of the Central

Water Commission (CWC), completion of the contentious Polavaram

project in Andhra Pradesh and launching Yamuna rejuvenation plan are

some of the key proposals which are to be taken up by the water

resources ministry in a big way in 2016. 

Enlisting under proposed initiatives, the ministry, in its year-end review

note, mentions rejuvenation of Yamuna among other things. 

Though cleaning of the river has been going on since 1993 when the Center had started the Yamuna Action Plan (YAP), it has

so far not produced a desired result due to a huge gap between demand and availability of sewage treatment capacity and lack

of fresh water in the river. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


12/28/2015 Govt plans to prioritise projects for conservation of water resources ­ Times of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Govt­plans­to­prioritise­projects­for­conservation­of­water­resources/articleshowprint/50338445.cms 2/4

Idea of the Yamuna rejuvenation on the lines of the ongoing 'Namami Gange' (Ganga rejuvenation plan) will be to come out

with desired results in 2019. 

It is, however, not yet clear how the Yamuna rejuvenation plan would be different from its existing action plan which has

already spent Rs 1514 crore and has been in the process of implementing various projects worth over Rs 3230 crore in Delhi

and Haryana. 

"Yamuna under the rejuvenation plan will get more focused attention," said an official while referring to the Ganga rejuvenation

schemes which -- despite the existence of the Ganga Action Plan (GAP) in the past -- have got special impetus and taken a

shape of people's movement to clean the river under the Prime Minister Narendra Modi government. 

The ministry has also listed a proposal to set up an autonomous body to devise ways for optimum utilization of water by

various sectors including public utilities. The body - National Bureau of Water Use Efficiency - will be set up on the line of

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) to control and regulate efficient use of water. It will work to stop leakages through

propagating best practices of water use. 

It was first proposed under the UPA government in 2013. But, it could not take off despite the urgency to have such body for

water conservation. The proposed move to set up this body in 2016 assumes significance when most of the options of

harnessing available water in the country have already been utilized. 

The average annual potential of 'utilizable' water in the country remains constant at 1,121 Billion Cubic Meter -- 690 BCM

surface water and 431 BCM ground water -- whereas the demand for water is rising rapidly with an estimated requirement of

1,180 BCM by the year 2050.
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The proposed body, comprising members from different central ministries, water experts and representatives from industries

and civil societies, will also oversee labeling and certification for public utilities, local bodies and industries that manufacture

household water fixtures and appliances. 

Efforts to complete the Polavaram Project will also be stepped up next year. The multi-purpose irrigation project, having dam

across the Godavari River, is under construction in West Godavari and East Godavari districts in Andhra Pradesh. Reservoir of

the project - which has been accorded national project status by the center -- spreads in parts of Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

Odisha government and many environmental groups have, however, been opposed to the project, claiming that it would

adversely affect the tribals of Malkangiri district.
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Green norms may sound death knell for domestic textile industry
Vikas Dhoot

The environment, forest and climate change ministry issued a draft notification in late November that proposes new pollution control
standards for effluents from the textile industry.

The industry is India’s largest employer after agriculture, accounting for 14 per cent of exports.

The textile industry has flagged concerns about an Environment Ministry move to mandate virtually all textile firms to reduce their effluent
discharge to zero. The argument is that such a stipulation goes beyond what the developed world follows and would make Indian firms even
more uncompetitive at a time when export orders are shrinking.

The textile industry is India’s largest employer after agriculture, accounting for 14 per cent of India’s exports, but has recently lost ground to
Bangladesh and Vietnam in the global market as the preferred supplier for readymade garments.

The environment, forest and climate change ministry issued a draft notification in late November that proposes new pollution control
standards for effluents from the textile industry.

“Textile units having waste water discharge greater than 25 kilo litres a day shall establish Zero Liquid Discharge — effluent treatment plant,”
according to the notification. It also requires all textile units set up in clusters such as Tirupur in Tamil Nadu to set up common effluent
treatment plants to ensure zero liquid discharge, irrespective of their waste water quantity.

Industry players would be granted 30 months to construct or augment their existing effluent treatment plants to comply with this new
regulation under the Environment Protection Act of 1986, according to the ministry. No new or existing units will be allowed to operate their
factories after that, in the absence of such arrangements.

Industry members have raised their apprehensions about the implications of the new norms in a missive sent earlier this week to the
ministries of textiles as well as environment and forests, questioning the assumption that textile units discharge effluents without treating
them.

“The textile industry has made substantial investments in treating effluents as per the Central Pollution Control Board’s standards… ‘zero
discharge’ is not the only solution,” said A. Didar Singh, Secretary General of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI). “The effluent can be treated and reused for various other purposes including discharge in the sea at least in coastal states.”

Mr. Singh has urged union Environment Secretary Ashok Lavasa to consider that countries competing with India as well as the so­called
developed nations haven’t set such stringent standards for the water­intensive sector.

While mooting an increase in the threshold of 25 kilo litres a day to 100 kilo litres a day, industry members have pointed out that smaller
textile units wouldn’t be able to afford the costly equipment for treating effluents with a zero liquid discharge approach.

“Several units after necessary approvals from the environment ministry and state pollution boards have invested in sea­discharge after
treating effluents… all these investments would stand futile with the implementation of the proposed policy, thereby increasing the financial
stress on these companies and sheer wastage of national resources,” Mr. Singh wrote in a letter reviewed by The Hindu. Even textile mills in
Europe and the U.S. allow discharge of waste water in the sea, river or for irrigation purposes, he said.
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The industry has also requested the ministry to consider the flip side of the zero discharge proposal.

Technologies for such treatment plants is steam and electricity­intensive, leading to higher green house gas emissions as India largely relies
on coal for power, they say.

The definition of zero effluent discharge should include re­use, recycling and alternative deployment of treated effluents, FICCI has
suggested. The ministry has proposed a very stringent norm that allows very limited ground water extraction by units and wants the entire
water recovered from the effluent treatment plants to be re­deployed in the production process.
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Paddy ryots try their luck again
Sruthisagar Yamunan

The paddy field at Killai village of Cuddalore district ruined by the recent floods. (Right) The banana crop destroyed at Melakandai village,
Jameenendathur post, Kancheepuram district.­ Photos: B.Jothi Ramalingam

Begin second round of planting borrowing money from local lenders at high interest rates.

Hardly 10 days after Dharmar planted the paddy saplings in his leased land calamity struck.

As the Palayam lake near Cheyyur in Kancheepuram breached and flooded his farm on December 2, his entire family could do little but turn
helpless spectators.

“We lost every thing. I waited for two weeks to see if the rains would return. They have not so I am now risking everything to cultivate again,”
the farmer says as he carefully fertilizes his field for the second time in two months.

Though the State has announced a compensation of Rs. 13,500 per hectare for short­duration crops and Rs. 18,000 for long­duration ones (as
per norms set by Centre), many farmers, in the three heavily­affected northern districts of Kancheepuram, Cuddalore and Tiruvallur, say they
remain empty handed.

With no other source of income, they have now begun the second round of planting with money borrowed from local lenders at high interest
rates.

Dharman says the compensation amount fixed does not take into consideration the reality on the field. “For a single acre of paddy cultivation,
the production cost adds up to at least Rs. 20,000. The government is giving us about Rs. 5,500 per acre. Is this acceptable? Labour alone will
cost that much,” he rues.

The farmer pays Rs. 10,000 per crop as lease amount to the land owner and has pledged his wife’s jewels to raise funds for the second crop.
Jeyaraman of Akinapet states that farmers invariably end up succumbing to real estate sharks due to mounting loses. “I haven’t repaid the
loan I borrowed last time. Now I have borrowed again for cultivating paddy the second time. If this continues, I will have no option but to sell
a part of my holding,” he said.

Dilli in Tattapanchu in Minjur recollects how he had left the paddy saplings on the field on December 1 only to find them completely
destroyed in the rains a few days later. Showing the dried out bundles, he said the water also washed away the top soil on his field. “I had to
plough multiple times and add more urea. I have no idea how the yield would be,” he said.

Unable to raise money, some have also moved away from paddy for the second turn. In many places in Cuddalore and Kancheepuram,
farmers are opting for groundnuts which, they said, are marginally less costly than cultivating rice.

Apart from the damage to crops, many farmers report widespread loss of cattle in the floods. Compensation for the animals too has not
reached them.

Farmers say the compensation fixed by the government does not cover

the losses
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Surface cleaning of Ganga to begin in 10 cities next
month
TNN | Dec 24, 2015, 02.25 AM IST

Printed from

N EW DELHI: The surface cleaning of Ganga, including removal of

solid waste such as clothes and parts of dead bodies, will

commence in 10 cities from next month.  

Water resources minister Uma Bharati said the surface cleaning exercise

would start in Haridwar, Garhmukteshwar, Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi,

Patna, Sahibganj, Kolkata, Nabadwip and Gangasagar under the 'Namami

Gange' programme.  

In a consultative committee meeting on Tuesday, she said trial of surface

cleaning had already started in Varanasi which has been assigned to Tata

Projects Ltd under corporate social responsibility scheme. She said NTPC,

ONGC and Petronet had also expressed willingness to fund the project.

Referring to the progress of sewage treatment under Namami Gange, the minister informed that 29 projects have been

completed at a cost of Rs 463.58 crore with the treatment capacity of 123 million litres per day (MLD) and sewer network of

666.69 km.  

US to help India clean Ganga

01:06

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


12/28/2015 Surface cleaning of Ganga to begin in 10 cities next month ­ Times of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Surface­cleaning­of­Ganga­to­begin­in­10­cities­next­month/articleshowprint/50304270.cms 2/2

A total of 93 projects have been sanctioned at the cost of Rs 1,502.66 crore. This will result in the creation of treatment

capacity of 858 MLD and sewer network of 3,623.10 km.

Referring to the progress made in river front/ghat development projects, Bharati told the parliamentary panel that development

of four ghats out of 20 in Patna was completed last month.

She said work at Chandighat (Haridwar), Chhath Ghat (Delhi) and Sahibganj will begin next month.
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