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REVITALISE The Atal Bhujal Yojana will cover Gujarat, Maharashtra, Haryana, Karnataka, Rajasthan, UP and MP

MoushumiDasGupta
« moushumi gupta@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE The government has
finalised the contours of 236,000
croreschemetotackle the coun-
try’s depleting groundwater
level, almost a year-and-a-half
after finance minister Arun Jait-
ley announced the plan in the
Union Budget.

Called the Atal Bhujal Yojana
(ABY) and piloted by the Union
water resources ministry, the
scheme now needs the cabinet'’s
clearance. It will be launched in
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Haryana,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, UP and
Madhya Pradesh, covering 78 dis-
tricts, 193 blocks and more than
8,300 gram panchayats.

The scheme was conceived to
arrest the rampant overuse of
groundwaterin India. According
toa World Bank report, about 245
billioncubicmetre of groundwa-
terisabstracted each yearinthe
country. This figure represents
about 25% of the total global
groundwater abstraction.

Inthepastfourtofive decades,
80% of the rural and urban
domestic water suppliesin India
havebeen dependent onground-
water, thereportsays.

Half of the 6,000 crore ear-
marked for the scheme will come

b%

= Under the scheme, the government plans to give 50% of the money to states, including gram

panchayats, as incentives for achieving targets in groundwater management. HTFILE
fromgovernmentbudgetarysup-  taryin chargenfgmu.ndwaterin tionand behavioural changes.
portand the World Bank willgive  the water ministry. The remaining 50% of the
another33,000crore. 'I"hegovermnmtplansmgwe funds will be given to states for

“Thedurationofthe ABYwill 50% of the money to states, strengthening institutional

befive years, Wewillsoongoto including gram panchayats, as  arrangementssuchasproviding
theexpenditurefinancecommit-  incentivesfor achievingtargets astrongdatabase and scientific
tee for approval, after whichwe  in groundwater management. approach to help them accom-
will move for the cabinetnod,” That's a first-ever move to plishsustainablemanagement of
said Akhil Kumar, thejointsecre-  encouragecommunity participa- groundwater.
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“Gram panchayats that pre-
parewater security plansand put
infrastructure toaugment water
supply will get incentives. The
more steps a state takes to aug-
ment supply, more incentives it
will get. Theideaistobringina
concept of self-regulation
through community participa-
tion,” said another seniorminis-
try official who does not wantto
beidentified.

Theministry had initially con-
ceptualised the National Ground-
water Management Improve-
ment Scheme (NGMIS) in
response tothebudgetannounce-
ment of 2016-17. However, the
NGMIS was shot down by the
expenditure finance committee
inMay 2017, recommendingthat
the ministry recast the scheme
with a composite proposal.

“The scheme has since been
recastandrenamedas Atal Bhu-
jalYojana,” the official said.

The Centre does not have any
control over groundwater. The
only lawthat deals with ground-
water -theIndian Easements Act
— dates back to 1882. This law
states that water below the sur-
facebelongstotheland owner.In
the past several years, 13 states
havebought their ownlawtoreg-
ulate groundwater extraction but
‘implementation hasbeen patchy.
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Bandh hits normal life in Karnataka

tai Dunive (Rindi)
The Times of Indiz (&)
Elitz

Bid to put pressure - Amit Shah
on Centre to solve lashes out at
Mahadayi dispute , -
g - Karnataka CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT :
BENGALURU F
The bandh called by various SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
organisations in Karnataka i MISURU
to bring pressure on the Un- : Even though he steered
ion government to resolve ¢ clear of the Mahadayi river
the row between the State i water dispute, BJP presi-
and Goa on sharing the wa- : dent Amit Shah trained his
ters of the Mahadayi river el- i guns on Karnataka Chief
icited good response in the : Minister Siddaramaiah for
Malaprabha command areas ¢ allegedly trying to thwart
of the north. : : the party’s Parivartana Ya-

The bandh was near-total : == e : : . S i tra rally in Mysuru on
in Bengaluru and evoked a  Unusual sight: Traffic was sparse on the Hebbal flyover in Bengaluru during the bandh on i Thursday.

mixed response in Mysuru

Thursday. «sunnakara jain

9

)

Mr. Shah, who held the

city and Hyderabad Karnata- - :  Chief Minister responsible
ka districts, while the coastal ticipating in the Mahadayi the Hubballi- Vijayapura Na- transport buses stayed off @ for the bandh call over the
districts responded with less  agitation. Protesters belong-  tional Highway was blocked.  the roads during the period. : Mahadayi row coinciding
vigour. ing to various Kannada or- In Bengaluru, apart from The bandh received a lu- : with the rally, made no re-

Nargund in Gadag district, ~ ganisations staged demon- stray incidents of stone pelt- kewarm response in the dis- i ference to the river water
the epicentre of the Maha- strations and took out ing, the bandh was peaceful. tricts in the coastal belt and i dispute in his 30-minute
dayi agitation, remained protest marches throughout There wereafew protestsby Malnad region, apart from : address. He accused the
completely shut. Here, prot-  the State. members of Kannada organi-  Bagalkot, Belagavi, Koppal, | CM of displaying Congress
ests were held against Union Stones were allegedly pelt-  sations. Schools, shops, Ballari, Kalaburagi, Raichur, party’s “emergency” mind-
Minister DV. Sadananda edatacar bearinga Goare- malls, businesses, and IT es-  and Yadgir. set to stop rallies and other
Gowda for his reported com-  gistration number, forcing tablishments remained shut Normal life was largely un- | meetings through “unde-
ments in Mysuru against par-  the driver to retreat, even as  in the city, while government  affected in Vijayapura. i mocratic” means.
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