| RIGHT TO FOOD MEET

Use targeted PDS to help those
hit by drought: NHRC chief &

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

THE CHAIRPERSON of the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), Justice HL
Dattu, Thursday suggested that
with 254 districts in the country
reeling under drought, the tar-
geted publicdistribution scheme
should be used to ensure food for
allin these areas.

“How can we provide food-

grain using the Targeted Public

Distribution System (TPDS) to a
large section of society reeling
under the effect of drought, asa
short-term and long-term strat-
egy, also needs to be made part
of the discussion with reference
toright to food and national food
security act,” Dattu said.

He added that “the issue of
crop rotation to conserve our
soil and water levels as well as
our food requirements needs
to be addressed with a mission-
ary zeal”.

Speaking at the inaugural ses-

NHRC chairperson HL Dattu

sion of the two-day national con-
ference on the right o food organ-
ised by the NHRC, Dattu said, “It
pains to know that 15 per cent of
food worth Rs 92,000 crore per
yearis wasted during production,
harvesting, transportation and
storage, as perastudy carried out
under the Union Ministry of Food
Processing Industries. Food secu-
rity has to be read and studied
with our agricultural practices
and the challenges facing themin
the wake of falling groundwater
levels atarapid speed causingan
alarming situation of drought in
several districts of the country.”

The conference entailed dis--
cussions on the scope of the
National Food Security Act
(NESA),2013 and the obligations
of the Centre and the states to en-
sure food security, nutritional
support to women and children
and implementation of the NFSA.

“The ultimate goal of NFSA
with various social welfare
schemes should be that nobody
should fall prey to begging for
food,” said Dattu.'

He said there is no dearth of
policy and programmes for en-
suring food for all, adding that
ensuring the implementation of
these schemes was as much the
responsibility of citizens as it was
of the government.

“Pointing fingers at the gov-
ernment machinery may not be
correct all the time. People
themselves need to become a
watchdog of the welfare
schemes instead of falling prey
to the allurement of pilferage.
They must stop thinking about
the government as a separate
entity from them,” Dattu said.
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Ganga to be clean

by July 2018: Uma /"

. EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH!, APRIL 28

L i a
MINISTER FOR Water Resources, River
Developmentand Ganga Rejuvenation Uma
Bharti Thursday vowed to cleanthe Gangaby
July 2018. L

Responding toa volley of queries during
Question Hour in Lok Sabha, Bharti argued
that even packaged mineral water, if put
through proper laboratory tests, could be
found to fall short of the benchmark.
Therefore, the bar for judging the purityand
rejuvenation of Ganga water would be the
return of aqua-lifein the river, she said. This,
‘she underscored, means areturn of riverdol-
phins, turtles and goldfishto stretches of the
river where they existed earlier.

She said a consortium of experts drawn
from the IITs had been assigned the task of
preparing the aqua project.

. Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh
Yadav suggested that urban drainage systems
should be reworked to ensure that all waste
go to the fields, and not end up in rivers. He
said it would provide farmers with fertiliser
and saverivers from pollution. This prompted
Bharti torequest Yadav to tell hisson, UPChief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav, to issue no-objec-
tion certificates to twoof her Ministry’s proj-

ectsinMathura and Vrindavan.

Her remarks had an immediate effect,
as Yadav was seen gesturing herto come to
his side. She did so and sat down with him
and wrote a small note for his reference.
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A child guards his family's water containers kept in a queue for potable water at a makeshift camp in Mumbai on Thursday. Some 300 families who
have migrated from the drought affected Marathwada region are camped at a municipal ground in the city. = afp
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Uma Bharti, Mulayam lock hornst*
over pending Ganga clean-up plan

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ganga rejuvenation
minister, Uma Bharti, and SP
chief, Mulayam Singh Yadav, on
Thursday engaged in a verbal
duel, with Bharti accusing the
SP-led UP government of sitting
on the Ganga clean-up plan.
The Ganga is one of the most
polluted rivers in India.
According to a report pub-

lished by New Delhi-based

think tank Centre for Science
and Environment two years
ago, the installed capacity of
sewage treatment plants for the
Ganga was 1,208 mega litre per

» Uma Bharti, Mulayam Singh

day (MLD) whereas the official
sewage load in the river was
2,723MLD.

The war of words between the
two leaders began in Lok Sabha
when the minister blamed the
Congress for the pollution of
the river.

She said it was an outcome
of the “sins committed by the

Congress in the last 70 years.”

Responding to her state-
ment, Yadav said the situation
would remain unchanged unless
measures are taken to prevent
pollutants from mixing with
the river.

“Dirty drains that are (sic)

‘entering the river should be

diverted to the farm lands,”
Yadav said.

Bharti retorted to Yadav’s
‘suggestion’, saying, “Despite
my efforts, the UP chief minis-
ter has not found time to meet
me. The project is pending for
three months. You could ask
your son to clear the project
expeditiously;” she told Yadav.
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A couple from Jhap village, about 60 km from Ahmedabad, fetch drinking water from a kilometre away. Javed Raja
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