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Delhi sub-hranch canal
in bad shape, HC told é
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NEW DEU-II The Delhi ngh Court
was on Thursday was informed
that the older Delhi sub-branch
canal is in bad shape and
requires repairs and de-silting
as it has not been cleaned by
Haryana for the past 35 years.
Haryana, in its defence,

alleged that Delhi governmen

hasnot paid it X819 crore for the
purpose of cleaning the older

“ A bench of justices Badar

 Durrez Ahmed and Siddharth

Mrldul however, did not go
into the issues and only noted
that after mstallmg ultrasonic
water meters in the newer
Munak canal, Delhi was getting
water as stipulated.

With this observation the
court listed the matter for fur-

‘ther hearing on September 11.

The court was informed about
the bad shape of Munak canal by
the amicus curiae who had vis-
ited the newer and older canals
onseveral occasions.  PTI
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 NEWDELHE ,gﬁerthePrnne o
- Minister’s Office reached out
~ to West Bengal chief minister

Mamata Baxaerjee, her party

announced that she will go to.

Dhaka next month — but only

Banerjee’s Stand may s1gna1 al

the Teesta w: ate égreement

On Thursday, the party = — T o
announced on Twitter, quoting = West Bengal chief minis"terManTalaBaneriee ; HT
have nothing to do if the Centre  the CM to convince her
pushes the long-pending Teesta ‘Modi will undertake his mmd :
nutes, ~ wateragreementduringthesum- -~ en visit to Dhaka as the PM and
isi D mit meeting between PM Modi  the foreign establishment has
Land Bouny and his Bangladesh counterpart . attached tremendous importance
it will cement - Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka. ~ tothe visit. ;
Bangladesh further.” ~ Sourcesadded after Banemees  In2011, Banerjee hadrefused to
Sources in rinamool office informed the Centreabout travel with then PM Manmohan
said the annmm tisaimed herreluctance togotoDhaka, the Singh to Dhaka, embarrassing

Ceme
to clarify that Banerjee will

90 @
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PMO reached out dlrectly with

@‘

the UPA government.
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Dark ﬂows

Vldya Venkat

VARANASI: A year ago Prime .
Minister Narendra Modi
vowed to serve the Ganga af-
ter attending a Ganga “aarti”
at the Dashashwamedh Ghat
here to celebrate his electo-
ral victory. But as the gov-
ernment completed its first
year in office on Tuesday,
Varanasi, Mr. Modi’s con-
stituency, is divided on
whether his government can
succeed in the mammoth
| task of cleaning the river,

worshlpped as a mother ]
goddess in this anc1ent plI— :

grlm city.

No success yet

Efforts to clean the river
have been on since 1986,
when the first Ganga Action

Plan was announced by the
“then Congress government. .
Since then, thousands of
crores of rupees has been
pumped into river conserva-
tion efforts without any suc-
cess.

“This year the Centre set
aside Rs. 20,000 crore for
“Namami Ganga”, a project
 to fix the river’s long-stand-

ing pollution problem.

Enthusiastic support

ol Modiji succeeds in
making the r1ver aviral [con-
tinuous] and nirmal [clean],

he will be worshlpped by his
voters,” says Rama Rauta, a
former member of the Na-
tional Ganga River Basin
Authorlty and prominent:
ﬁg‘ure in the “Save the Gan-
ga” movement. Her state-
ment reinforces the strong

3

the Ganga a year since Modl S famous aartl

REVIVING A LIF EI.INE

The polluted banks of the Ganga — PHoTO: PRASHANT NAKWE

©Rs.7,000 crore: for
completing pending
-sewage treatment plants

© Rs.13,000 crore: for
upkeep of existing plants
and installing.new ones

© 118: small towns and
'PROJEL‘T PRIORITIES

© Reduce volume of raw

©1,649: gram

_sanitation facilities,

cities that require invest-
ment in treatment plants

panchayats, without

releasing waste water
mto the Ganga

© Rope in locals for -

sewage in river conservation efforts
© Maintain ghats, © Monitor pollutlon
UOrm ‘Ganga task force + from a central server

emotlon's evoked by the riv-

€k

In Varanasi, Hindu be-

lievers - and  staunch BJP
supporters are enthused by -

the prospect of a cleaner
Ganga. Ordinary citizens

and party. workers pitched

in for a massive clean-up as

part of the Swacch Bharat

Abhiyan on the riverfront
on May 3. The usually heavi-
ly silted ghats now _appear
clean.

Covering L., YIS

But cleaning the river WlH
be a more daunting exercise
than cleaning the ghats, riv-

er conservatlon actmsts .
says. .

Pointing to the dozens of

people bathing and washing -

clothes by the river side, Di-
nesh, a boat rower at the
Assi Ghat for 30 years now,
says: “Nothing has changed
so far a$ pollution of the

river is concerned. Isn’t that

obvious?”

Focus on sewage treatment
plants mlsplaced

~ Vidya Venkat

VARANASI: The holy city of

Varanasi sees 60,000 ‘to -

one lakh wvisitors every
day, a majority of them
pilgrims, according to its
mayor Ram Gopal Mo-
hale.

journey to the city is in-
complete mthouttakmg a

“holy dipin the Ganga, de-

spite  its water being
deemed unfit for bathing.

As part of the mun1c1pal\;.~'

body’s efforts to clean the

' river, the city’s sewage
treatment capacity will be .

increased to 400 mld

- from the current 102 mld

by 2017, Mr. Mohale says.
However, activists, in-

_ volved in the movement

to save the Ganga, point

~ out that the Namami Gan-

ga pro;ect’s singular focus
. on:
‘plants (STPs), with little
attention to problems

sewage ' treatment

posed by the restricted

. flow of the river, is areci-

pe for failure.
_ Vishwambhar

nares ' Hindu Umver51ty

- ‘and mahant (chief priest)
~ of the Sankat Mochan

Temple, told The Hindu
that the government had

betrayed the trust of the
people Qf Varanasi by re-

forts, into Whlch crores o

_ . Nath
Mishra, professor at Be-

vealmg 1ts mtentlon to
build new barrages and
waterway pro_]ects from
‘Haldia ~ Allahabad.
Union Mlmster ~ Nitin
Gadkari had announced
these plans ‘during the
Ganga Manthan _pro-

- gramme held soon after
- For most . pllgrlms a. :

the NDA came to power.
Dr. Mishra said activa-

ted sludge plants nowde-

ployed for - sewage

treatment did not ‘have

The earlier clean-dp ef-

Tupees was pumpe
failed as these plants ran
out of capacity, he said.
Swami Avrmukteshwa
ranand, mahant of the Vi
dya Matt, said

ness, it should commi
itself to malntamlng th
‘aviral dhara’ of the river.

Interhnklng of rivers,

construction © of new
dams, water diversion
and extraction for drink-

ing water supply and oth-
er . purposes had also
resulted in the deteriora-
tion of the water quality,
but there was no commit-
ment on the part of the
govemment o address
this issue as of now, he,

sa:ld
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VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 28 ,
While the couniry continues
to reel under a severe heat-

wave, news on the monsoon

front is also not good.
Though the much-awaited
seasonal rain will hit the
Indian mainland (at Kerala)
around May 30, the arrival is
not likely to be a “big bang”
event resulting in strong
torrential rain. The India
Meteorological Depart-
ment’s head for long-range
forecasting D Sivananda Pai
,sayﬁathe first pulse will be
“yreak”. It will remain
restricted to the West Coast

 In other words, the rainfall
if{ i€ tirst phase will be light-
tagmoderate and interiors of
the “south peninsula along
with Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh may have to wait for
the next pulse to get their
share of rain.

The onset at Kerala will
change the weather pattern
and provide southern parts
the much-needed respite
from the severe heatwave.

Covering L., YIS

_ Light-to-moderate rain

LIBIMOTII e s e shen B0 ot
B The monsoon will hit the India (at Kerala) around May 30

Mi.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of Indiz (A)
Blitz

No ‘bigbang’ monsoon this year

(65

= The Met Dept says the first pulse will be “weak”
[t will remain restricted to west coast in Kerala and Karnataka

?{,\ i m ‘Fﬁfm

® The rainfall in'the first phase will be lightto-moderate

may have to wait for the next pulse 1o get their share of rain

with TN and Andhra

Meanwhile, independent
forecasters are also predict-
ing alull of eight to 10 days in
the monsoon progress after
the initial spell.
Mahesh Palawat of Skymet
says the monsoon will be

delayed in Mumbai and the
central India. “Although its

Arabian Sea arm is active, the

~ Bay of Bengal arm is expected

to remain subdued till mid-
June” he said. Northwest areas
can expect some relief around
June 2 with the arrival of a
strong western disturbance.
The fear is that relentless hot
and dry conditions mayplunge
affected states into a drought-
like situation before the arrival

. of the monsoon this year.

OLINETNOISRE Y e
FEATWAVETOLL 1826 P9
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No let—up in heatwave toll 1 826

NEW DELHI, MAY 28 :

The death toll in the swelter—
ing heat sweeping many parts
ofthe country climbed to 1,826

today, with 414 lives being
claimed by the scorching sun - =
in Andhra Pradesh and Telan-

gana since yesterday.

In Andhra Pradesh, the to]l
rose to 1,334 today, 314 more
than yesterday. The death fig-
urein Telangana today stood at
440 against 340 yesterday. So
far, 43 deathshavebeen report-
ed from OdlSha,x seven from

: Guaarat and two from Delhi.

The weather department
warned of continuance of the
heat wave conditions for the
next two days. Heat wave
condttlons also prevalled in

: Delhl Pumab Haxyana,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
- Lower hills of HP also

reele'd under scorching heat,

with Una sizzling at 43.2 °C.
~ Telangana saw the death of
~ 100 people since yesterday,

© “Till 7 pm today, the toll

The mtense heatwave sweepmg across India could be
another manifestation of an extreme weather event, the
~ Centre for Smence and Envuronment (CSE) satd Thursday

It warned that more heatwaves were in the offing due to rise

in global temperatures. The CSE said about 2,000 persons
had been killed in India due to these weather conditions

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana were the worst- affected
states. The maximum temperature i in these state hov-

ered around 45°C it sald

stands at 440,” sald a semor
official of the Telangana dis-
aster management depart-

ment in Hyderabad. Yester- -
day, the figure stood at 340, -
Since April 15, Nalgonda

district has witnessed 126
‘deaths, followed by Karim-
nagar (95) Khammam (82)

 The heat has also clalmed
35 lives in Medak dlstrlct
22 in Adilabad, 17 in Nizam-

seven each in Hyderabad
and Ranga Reddy districts,

Department said “severe heat

3
Covering L., YIS

L1334 of

“ wave to heat wave” conditions

prevailed -today over many
parts of Adilabad, Nizamabad,
Kanmnagar , Warangal, Kham-
mam, Mahabubnagar and
Na]gonda districts, and would
continue for the next twodays.

“Till 830 pm, the toll (in
Andhra Pradesh) has reached‘

Pradesh Dlsaster 'Manage-‘
ment Department said.

" Prakasamaccoun‘oedformax
abad, 12 in Warangal and

imum number of 305 deaths
followed by Guntur 197, East

.~ Godavari 158, Vizag 157,
The Indian Meteorological

Vizianagaram 128, Nellore 102
and Krishna district 66.— PTT
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

*kFhkkkk

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
/ : R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated 2% ) § /i\

Subject: Submission of News Clippings. -

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
| SRR SRy 4
O (g

Assistant Director (publicity)
“Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &MVember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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