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‘Why Shimla i is th

ASHWANISHARMA
3 SH|MLA MAY 28.

HIMACHAL PRADESH ngh Court Monday
gave the state government and Shimla
Municipal Corporation 24 hours to explain
the unprecedented shortage of water that
has crippled North India’s most visited hill
station for the past eight days. Acting Chief
Justice Sanjay Karol repeatedly asked the
government whether the city’s water re-

S were sufficient to cater to its ever-
%srr’@’a@—’
imla has witnessed extraordinary
scenes this past week — on Sunday night, res-
idents frustrated after a daylong struggle to
fill buckets from municipal corporation
tankers, tried to march to the residence of
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur, who de-
scribed the crisis as “really, really bad”.
Protest dharnas and rallies have been held,
and pictures of people with buckets in long
queues have gone viral on the Internet. The
absence of Mayor Kusum Sadret, who left
Shimla for China in the middle of the crisis,
has fuelled the anger.
Some neighbourhoods; especially those

at the tail end of supply lines, haven't re-
ceived a drop of water since the beginning
of last week, throwing day-to-day living out
of gear. Educational institutions, private and
government hostels, especially those for girls,
hospitals, and offices have been badly hit. In
Shimla’s peak tourist season, many hotels
have shut for the lack of water.

So how did Shimla run into the crisis
whose magnitude, the Chief Minister con-
ceded to The Indian Express, the civic body
had completely failed to anticipate?

The fundamental problem, Chief
Secretary Vineet Chawdhry says, is a dra-
matic.decline in the availability of water at

the two main supply schemesthathave long

fed Shimla. The Giri scheme, which has an
installed capacity of 20 million litres per day
(MLD), has been providing only 9.75 MLD,
and the scheme at Gumma, the city’s oldest,
has been giving the corporation about 10.6
MLD against itsinstalled capacity of21 MLD.

Total availability fromall the six schemes
feeding Shimla crashed to 22 MLD Monday,
almost halfthe installed capacity of 42 MLD.
While demand goes up 25-30% in summer,

the shortfall has never been this much:av-

erage supply in April-May 2016 was 32 MLD,

andin Apnl-May 2017,35MLD.

In the peak tourist season, an average
15,000-20,000 tourists visit the city every
day, adding tothe load of its 2.2 lakh resident
population on the city’s resources. Daily.
tourist arrivals are estimated to reach
25,000-30,000 over the weekends..

Butwhatlsthereason forthe lower avall-
ability of water?

“Water sources have been depleted &
Chawdhry said. “There isn’t enough water to--
pump at the stations. The dry spell with less.

rainfall and very little snowfall appear to be

a factor. But, we will need to study the rea-

sons,” he sach Inanote submitted to the state
government, the municipal corporation has

attributed the crisis to adverse weather/cli- -

maticconditions whichit has said hasled to
the drying up of water sources. = |
What is obvious is that a significant.

amountof water goeswaste due to old, leaky

pipes. The civicbody is often arbitrary in dis-

tributing water, giving VIP localities preferen-

tialtreatment. Many hotels draw excess wa--

ter, leaving common people facing shortages

almost every year. lllegal constructions have
mushroomed across the city, and water is
frequently pilfered for use at these sites.

sty thls tounst; ason

Alarge ni er of farmers upstream of
the Gumma source grow vegetable crops, to
irrigate which they have cut at least three
khuls (traditional water channels) from the
stream. On Monday, Deputy Commissioner
Amit Kashyap got the farmers to stop draw-
ing water. Officials acknowledge, however,
that this can only be a temporary solution.

Again, the Irrigation and Public Health
Engineering (IPH) Department has allowed
morethan 150 farmers to use pumps todraw
water from the Giri river. Almost double this
number are likely to be using illegal pumps.
Officials on Monday rushed to plug the ille-
gal pumping, and the IPH departmenthth—
drew its NOCs. !

- An important scheme, Ashwani Khad,
which supplied 8 MLD of water, was shut
downafteran outbreak of jaundice in the city
in 2015-16. A sewage treatment plant up-
stream was found to be discharging un-
treated sewage into the rivulet.

Hoteliers say an explosion of homesmys
around Shimla has added to the crisis,

“Most of us now have private tankers in
addition to normal commercial supplies;”
Sanjay Sood, president of the North Zone

hoteliersbody, said.
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- Thirsting for water in Shimla - -

The present set of water sources cannot suffice the needs of Shimla. There is need to i nd another source
which is perennial. Also, the govemment must ensure that the Kol Dam scheme is executed.

TikeNDRA PANWAR

Ex-Deputy Mayor of Shimla

“{HE accentuating water crisis in
Shimla, with water being distrib-
uted only once in eight days in
most localities, points to the fail-
ure of Shimla Municipal Corporation and
the state government to comprehend the
situation and effectively manage the crisis.
People are forced to fetch water from the
adjoining natural sources (bauris) which
are highly contaminated.

Reasons of water crisis

Shimla city has supply from five

major water sources — Gumma, Giri,

Ashwini Khad, Churat and Seog. The
overall installed capacity is 65 million
litres per da (MLD) while the demand is
approximately 45 MLD. Despite the high-
er installed capacity, the city never gets
more than 35 MLD as average through-

out the year. Most of the water leaks out

- during pumping and distribution.
The other major problem is that Ash-
wini Khad, a major source, was con-
taminated in 2005 when a sewage
treatment plant (STP) was constructed in
Malyana, just 5 km upstream. Since then,
there have been periodic breakouts of hep-

atitis. This source met the requirements of

a quarter of the city's population and its
near-closure cannot be compensated even
by an increase from Giri. At present, hot
more than 2-3 MLD of water is being
pumped into the city from Ashwini Khad.
The MC has to risk the outbreak of hepati-
tis if it insists on lifting water from this
source. If it does not, the crisis would fur-
ther deepen. There has to be a proper

. FORA BUCKETFUL:Shih)Ia faces acute shortage of drinking water. pTi

mechanism to deal with this source.

The third reason for the deepening of

this crisis is that there are over 50

sources in and around the city which
are run and operated by the Irrigation and
Public Health Departments (IPH) of the
state government. The IPH has virtually
stopped lifting water from these sources
on the pretext that they are contaminated.
This has further increased the burden on
the MC to ensure that water is supplied
even to areas not under its jurisdiction.

Impact of climate change, building plans

Climate change and its impact seem to be
profound on the Shimla city water supply
system. The winters were, by and large,
dry; the average rainfall was 80 per cent

deficient. It rained in March and April. But
the retention of water in these months is
very less. The sources of water have gone
50 per cent below the average. The city is
experiencing less snow and more rain, but
of less duration: It means that there is less
retention of water through the natural
water eco-system and more flooding as
rain comes in torrents. Such water cannot
be harvested.

The overall building plan in the city is
also a matter of concern.-More embank-
ments are required to restrict the flow of
the water so that it percolates and
recharges numerous water bodies. But the
kind of infrastructure in place for drains,
houses etc is such that water gushes fast
and is hardly retained. Resilient strategies

of building need to be operationalised. It is
apparent that the city will have to bank on
surface water for its needs. So, it must be
ensured that' large catchment areas
around water bodies are developed so that
natural water recharge takes place. Just
like the Seog catchment area which is a
wild life sanctuary and where no construc-
tion is allowed.

The alternatives

There has to be both immediate and long-
term planning. For immediate, there must
be proper monitoring and management.
Proper distribution of water and checking
of leakages must be done at a war footing.

Government offices and colonies, both

central and state, occupy almost 50 per

cent of the land mass (minus forests) in
Shimla city. It has to be made mandatory
at least for the government offices to
ensure that they become resilient and
have 100 per cent rainwater harvesting in
their offices and residential colonies. This
planning is hardly in place.

The Greater Shimla water supply and
sewage circle (GSWSSC) must be
strengthened for its autonomous func-

'tlomng The duality of water supply and

distribution has ended. The strengthen-

ing of the GSWSSC will make it more

accountable. ;
But thisis not sufficient. Thereis need to

find another major source of water supply

which is perennial. The growth of the city
is massive. From a population of 30,000,

. now the city has over 2,00,000 people with
_over 1 lakh entering and leaving the city

every day. The city also has more than 40
lakh tourists visiting every year. Hence,

‘the present set of water sources cannot suf-

fice. The previous MC was instrumental in
forming an MoU with the World Bank for
lifting water from Kol Dam. The Kol Dam
water supply scheme capacity is supposed
to be more than 100 MLD. This is nearly
three times more than what the city gets at
present. By now, the execution of the work
should have begun. However, it is still at
the negotiation stage. The government
must ensure that the Kol Dam scheme is
executed. Just like the Ghandal water
scheme which was earlier executed in the
Shimla rural constituency. )

There cannot be excuses for lack of per-
formance. What is required is a cohesive
strategy with a plan that is well executed
and monitored. Else, the city will soon see
loss of people, jobs, and economy.
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Mettur water '
release on June
12 unlikely

Storage level, inflow remain low

SYED MUTHAHAR SAQAF
SALEM

With the storage level conti-
nuing to remain poor and
no remarkable increase ex-

. pected in the inflow in the

coming days, release of wa-
ter from the Stanley Reser-
voir in Mettur for farm activ-
ities in the delta districts on

the customary date of June -

12, is unlikely.

“As of now there is only a
remote chance of water be-
ing released from the Mettur
Dam for the Cauvey basin
on June 12, unless the reser-
voir receives copious inflow
during the next fortnight,”
Public Works Department
sources told The Hindu.

For the last six years, the
opening of the dam’s sluices
were delayed beyond the
customary date. ‘

The level in the dam

The dam has only 34.28 ft of
water against its full level of
120 ft. =E.LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

stood at 34.28 ft on Sunday
against its full level of 120 ft.
The inflow into the dam was
3,290 cusecs and the dis-
charge for drinking water
needs of delta districts was
500 cusecs. ;

PWD sources said that
owing to poor rainfall in the
catchment areas in Karnata-
ka, the realisation of water
in River Cauvery at Mettur
was meagre.
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BENGALURU: Heavy rain
continued to batter several
parts of the state on Sunday.
Rainsaccompanied by gusty
winds and hailstorm battered
Hubballi for more than an
hour onSunday evening. A few
majorroadswere waterlogged
due to the downpour.
Motorcyclists had a tough
time in navigating the flooded
roads. Heavy winds uprooted
several trees affecting power
supply in the city. Rainwater
gushed into some shops on
Station Road. However, there
were noreports of loss of life.
Dharwad received heavy
rain in the early hours of Sun-
day. It has been raining in the
city for the past three days.
Chittapur in Kalaburagi dis-
trict received moderate show-
ers while Chimmanachod in

e rainbatters Hubball on u ning. DH PHO

Rain lashes several
districtsin state

Chincholitalukrecorded 47.20
mm ofrain on Saturday. Nelogi
and Hullur villages in Kalabur-
agi district recorded 84 mm of
raininthe past 24 hours ending
at8 am on Sunday.

A large number of trees
were uprooted in Vijayapu-
ra as heavy rain coupled with
gustywindslashed the townon
Saturday night. Power supply
wasaffected on Sunday as elec-
tricity poles were uprooted.

Rain continued to lash dif-
ferent parts of Kodagu district
also. Napoklu, Bhagamanda-
la, Talacauvery, Somwarpet,
Gonikoppa, Shanivarasanthe,

Virajpet, Kushalnagar experi-

enced good showers.

Rains coupled with thunder
andlightning lashed Mangalu-
ruon Sunday night.
DH News Service




