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MONSOON MISERY

IMD forecasts below normal ]
rainfall in July and August*

PREOICTION Rain may be deficient by 8-10%, agri minisfry

Prass Trust of india

w s Bl animes cf -'_~-.

asked to ready contingenCy measures,

B

NEW DELHE Notwithstanding
{he plentiful rainfall in June,
the Indian Meteorological
Department IMD} has forecast
Jess than normal precipitation
over the next two months and
advised the agriculture ministry
tekaepmadyawnﬁngmcyplm

According to Laxman Singh
Tathore, divector general of the
IMD, raingall couid be deficient
by 818% in July and August
respectively

« June bas received a good
amountof rainfall Bwasalsoscew
mgseason‘BzﬁMWeshomm
e complacent and there should
e  contingency plan in place as
July and August may not have as
good rainfall ag June.

“There i5, however, 0me res- — s _ O 3 i
pite as the pre-monRsoch showers : - - . - -
fiave helped fill up reservoirs fo « Scores of pilgd mﬂmmmmmmwmmwmmmmm

¥ ) e

some extent. There was good thiarakhand on Sunday. VINAY SANTOSH XUMAR { HT PROTD
rainfallindune, whichi&ia)ﬂusgiﬁl — .
month for sowing,” Rathore id.
¥
mororis v (1) ISANDS OF PILGRIMS RESCUED FROMU KHAND
weather forecasting agency, has
predicted “zbovenormal” rainfail Y Gorrespondent _ agement agenty predicted smooth conduct of the
(104%) in July *rormal” rainfall « iotters@hindustantines o it would dake at loast a week yatra,” he said, ¢layifying
09%) in August and {96%} In to restore road conmectiv that some pilgrims were
Septeraber. Anything less than NEW DELHE Authorities ity after about half a deren relocated o safer aveas fok
a0% of Long Peried Average rescued over 1,000 reli hridges weve either washed  Jjowing heavy rain.
(LPAYis congidered as ‘dgeficient’ gious devotees siranded in away or damaged by the del- About a thousand
rainfail, 50-96% is ‘Delow normal’, fittarakhand on Sunday uge, though chief minister devotees have so far heen
06-104% ‘mermal’, 104 {0 110% is after torrentisl rains last Harish Rawat insisted the evacuated o Joshimath
above normat and anything over week sparked floods and pilgrimage was progressing ity with helicopters and
it is 'excess’. Jandslides in the hill state, smoothly other vehicles pressed into
. fThe IMD has predicted 88% prompting the administra “Nopigrim is trapped service, sOurces say while
normal rainfall this vear which tion to suspend an annuat anywhere on the yatra apilgrimage to the Sikh
is “deficient”. Many paris, espe: pHgrimage te the famous youte. The government is shrine Hemkund Sahib
cially nerth-west India, may wit Kedarnath temple tiil the fiully prepared and ali the has been suspended after a
ness deficient monsoan:, However, end of the month. necessary arrangements bridge aleng the trek route
June received 28% more than he gtate disaster man- have been made to ensure was destroyed.
normal rainfail. J
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US Agency Aims
To Alter Climate
Of Red Planet

Washington: US defence seien-
tistsareplanningtouse genetical:
1y engineered aigae, pacteria and
plants to radically sransform the
climate of Mays and terraform it
intoan Barth-Hke pianet.
Scientists from Defense Ad
vanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) alm to warm up and po-
tentially thicken Mars' afmo
sphere by growing green, photo-
synthesisingplants,bacteria,and
algaeon the harren surfaceof the
red planet. “For the first fime, we
have the technological toolkit to
fransform not just hestile places
hereon Earth, but to go inte space
and stay” Alicia Jackson, deputy
director of DARPA's new Biologh
¢ai Technologies Office said.
Since last year, Jacksen's lab
has been working en the process

‘to genetically engineer orga-

nisms of all types, not just eeoli
and yeast, which are mostly used
in synthetic hiology projects.
“Oyut of 30 miflion to 30 biilion
organisms on Earth, we use WO
right now for engineering biolo:

1
Covering .., Y8

DESIGN TO TERRAFORM

Nai Duniya (Hindi}
The Timsee of Indizg {

gy she said. DARPA and some of
it5 researchers have created 8 soft:
ware called DTA GView which
Jackson calls the ‘Google Maps of
genomes’, in which genomes of
several organismscanbe putiedup
on the programme, which shows 2
list of known genes and where
they are located in the genome.

wpyis torrent of genomic data
we're now coliacting is awesome,
exceptthey sit in databases, where
they remain data, not knowledge.
Yery little genetic informstion we
haveisactionable,” shesaid

The goal is to pick and choose
the best genes from whatever form
of tifewewaniand teeditthem into

B

)

aked microbes

other forms of iife to create some P

thingentirely new, This will preba:
plyfirsthappen in bacterizandoth.
er microorganisms, but the goal is
1o do this with more complex, mul
ticellular organisms in the future.
DARPA planstouse specifical

Iy engineered organisms to help

repair environmental damage.

Jackson said after a natural or
man-made disaster, it would be :
possibie to engineer new typesof :
extremophile organisms capable

of surviving in a scarred waste:

land. As those organisms photo-
synthesised and thrived would @
naturaily bring that epvironment 3

hack to health, shesaid. rm
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IMD forecas

ts less than

normal rainfall in July, Aug

Rains

THN & AceNCiEs

: New Delhi; After plentiful
i rains in June, the Met de-
! partment expects less than
: pormal precipitation over
Y the next two monihs and has
i advised the agriculture min:
v istry o keep a contingency
! planyeady

Aceording fo Laxman

Singh Rathore, director gen
¢ eralof the india Meteorolog:

* ical Departmernt,

rainfall

i could bedeficient by 8% and
PO 10% in July and August, re-
: spectively

“ Tane has recetved a good

amountof rainfall. it wasalso

.

a sowing season. Butthen we
shouldnot becomplacent and
thereshould beacontingency
plun in place as July and Au-
gust may net have as good
rainfall asJune,” hesaid.
Rathore added that there
was some respite Because
pre-monsoen showers had

W ¢ k-

Women ploughing a fieid at a village in Nagpur after heavy rainfal

helped fill up reservoirs o
some exfent. .

Monsoon hasstarted slip:
ping into & weak phase after
more than two weeks of
hountiful rains that wers
mainly concentrated in cen.-
tral and south India. The
countrywide monsoon sur
plus in June, which stood af

28% on Thursday, was down
10 19% by Sunday.

Weather website Aceu
weather said MORSCON'S
wealk phase could carry into
st least the middle of July as
the effects of Bl Nino take
nold, #July rainfall will end
up heing below normal
across india, except along

Covenag L., TIE

Could Be Deficient By 8% And 10% In Next 2 Months

the southwestern and north:
eustern coasts,” an Accu
weather meteorologist said.

IMD,  India’s official
weather  forecaster, has
raised the specire of &
drought this year, predicting
a “defictent” monsoon thig
year with rains pegged at
g, of normal. The outiook
for northwest India is bleak:
er, with IMD saying the re-
gion could see & 15% short-
fall inrains.

However, Skymet, a pri
vate weuather forecasting
agency, has predicted nor
mal rainfall {104%) in July
and August{88%).

Rathore advised farmers
1o ¢hoose thelr crops wisely
after a careful look at the
weather forecast, “For in
stance, a region which usuah
ly gets 100-110 mm of rain
fall, receives only 60-70 mm
should go for maize instead
of paddy” hesaid.

._1‘.
<<<<< 23



10

News item/ietier/articieleditorial published OncZ/ D - ;’?ﬁ/‘ Ol m,-,{,,;‘_' h
. : sAn Gl HRIRG

HMindustan Times
Statesman

indian Express
Tribune

Hindustan {(Hindi)

2 > ] ]
nd documenied at BhagirathlEnglish)& Publicity Section, CWC

ﬁav Bharat Times {Hindi)
tes _ -Punjab Keshari {Hindi
The Times of India {N.{).}\/ The Hindu { }

Rajasthan Patrika {Hindi)
Beccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

Stop use of !
fresh water .

to save river
NGT pan

“Faes News NETWoRK

I

i New Delhi: An expert com P

i mittee constituted by the Na-
! tjonal Green Tribungt (NGT)
hassuggestedthatuseafﬁmh
| water should be prohibited
: and made an offence 8o thata
! minimum ecological flow can

i be maintained in Yamuna.

© " This is one of the many
i suggestions that the commif: i

 (echeaded by ShashiShekhar, | -
! gecretary in the ministry of § -

: water resources has saggest |
i ed. Now the committee isalso
i holding meetings with the !
! state governments of Harya- |
! ng, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, !
: Himachal Pradesh and Deihd |
i to arrive at what should be !
i the optimum ecological flow |
¢ in the river and how it can i

i beensured.

FECOLOGICAL FLOW

: Beological flow isthequaii:
!y, quantity and timing of wa-
i terfiows yequired to maintain
!olifein aguatic ecosystemns n |
1 theriver The committee was
i constituted by NGT on Janw i
! aryl3to work outhowecologl |
cal flow can be maintained in
! the Delhi stretch of Yamuna
; which has hardly any fresh !
: water fowing thirough it :

¢ that in ail the urban towns |}
i alongtheriver iroated seWage |
: water must be supplied forin-
! gustrial processes, railway :

¥ has aiso recommended

i ang.bus cleaning, fire-fight:
i ing, city parks, constraction

1
Coviring L YIE

i activities inistead of fresh wa:
: ter"This will save significant
: amount of fresh water Jthe |

: committeesaid in its proposal
| tothetribunal
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;:Haryana govt yet to release water in Yamuna

ernient has not-discharged
the 10 cumecs at Hathnikund
barrage It had been asked io
release “immediately” a fort
night ago by the National
Green Tribunal to ensure eco-
logical fiow in Yamuna,

The NGT order was partof
an interim plan to moisten the
riverbed with fresh water un-
til experts can come up witha
strategy o how the ideal eco.
logical flow of 7 cumecs can
heachieved.

As of now, the sewage il
ifed river has virtually nofresh
water flow of jts own. A mini-
mum flow is required by the
river to resume all #s ecologi:
cal fanctions including re

eim’g!ng its aquifers and en-
suring that ripariah flora and
survive,

* However, officials at the
Haryana irrigation and water
resources department are
"still considering this fdea”,
while some others said they
are already releasing about

four cumecs at Hathnikund

and are unaware they are sup-
posed fo relezse more.

"“We are releasing 180 cu-
secs ai Hathnikund. I don't
think we can release more wa-
terthere,” said an official. " We
areconsidering the idea. Buta
final decision will be taken by
NGT's principal commiites,”
said another

The NGT has eonsmuied a
principal committee headed
by Shashi Shekhar, secretary,
ministry of water resources,

» Release of water should

be without any prejudice
aceording to the agreement
between the states

» The water refeased should be
in addition to seepage, fany

GREEN PANEL’S DIREO‘I'IVES

RGT ordered
the Haryana
government to
refease 16 cumecs
of water into
the Yamuna at
Hatknikund barrage
. and maintain the
- ecofogical fiow til
Wazrirabad

» The principal commitiee
will hear al states and
determine what should be
the ideal ecological flow from
Hathnikund to Wazirabad up
toAgra ,

to determine what should be
the ecological fiow in the river
from Hathnilamd to Wazira:

bad, a stretch of 224km. It 6¢
rected the committee to take
inte consideration develop-

ment activities gnd other fac-

. tors affecting the state's share

of water but give "utmost im-
portance” to lessening poiiu-
tien in Yamuna.

White these details are be-
ing worked out, it directed the
Harvana government o re-
lease ) cumecs or 853 cusecs
at Hathnilomd as an inferim
plan. "This should be in addi
tion toany reepage”, itaaid,

Experts who were sagerly
awaiting Haryana to supply
fresh water at Hathnikund
said the officials are in gross
violation of the NGT order
“The Huarvana goverpment
shouid have started releasing
1Gcumecsday after the order,”
said Mano} Misra, petitioner
in the matter He added 10 o
mecs is too little {0 ensure a
natural flow unti} Wazirabad

Dethi Jal Board official
to0, said #'s not diffieult
Haryana to release 10 cumed
as it doesn't involve any majd
rationmgof driniqng watery

littleover four clirnecs at Ha
nikund and an equal amo
into Najafigarh drasn, Why §
leasepartof thefresh waters
a poliuted stretch like Naj
garhdrain?” said an officials
As pera 1994 MoiT betwelt
Haryana, Delhi, Uftar P
desh and Himacha? Praded
12 billlon cubic metres §
fresh water in upper Yamuy
basin is shared in a way
only .31 BCM is left as flo
—too meagre 10 sustain 24
IHeintheriver
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In Allahabad on Sunday, Torrential rain in UP forced the PM to cancel atrip to Varanasi, P

Why June’s excess rainfall
means so little to monsoon

N S S e R R

" NISHANAMBIA
PLNE, JUNE 28

ALTHOUGH THE June rainfall i in surpius,
it's only for the month. The Met department
has cautioned that the Bl Nino effect wilt teli
on July rainfali. it has forecast 92 per centin
Tuly and 90 per cent for August withanerror
of 9 per cent either way. Deficits then would
be more significant, for July delivers over a
third of the rainy season's total precipitation,
compared to lessthan afifth injune.

“We have alreadly issued a forecast for ly

and August and Ei Nino s definitely going to
affectthe rainfall,” said a Met department of-
ficial, .

SkyMet, a private forecasting agency,
nowever, differed with the Metoffice predic-
rion. It has issued a forecast on itswebsite for
“above normal” sainfali{ 164 per centin july)
and normai rainfall {99 per cent} in August
and (96 per cent in September).

Anything less than 90 per cent of the
long-term average is considered deficient
rainfall, 90-96 per cent is below norrnal, 96~
104 is nosmal and 104-119 is above normal
ard anything above that excess.

However, this year, the monsoos covered

'NORMAL DISTRIBUTION
0% 18%

June

What the excess means To the big ploture:
3e% of 89 crv normal monsoon ring

the entire coungry including West Rajasthan
by june 26. Monsoon 2015, after hitting
Kerala a few days behind schedule on June
5, made stuggish progress in the initfal days,
the reason being Cyclone Ashobaa, before
gaining strength thereafter,
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AZARIBAGH: Prime Minister
arendrs Modi on Sunday
alied for a second (reen
revolution, saying it should
tart immediately from east:
rn india.

He said the agriculture sec
«or had been lagging in sever
it greas including inputs,
irrigation, value addition and
market linkages, and his gov-
ernment was committed to
modernising the sector and
making it more productive.

“We have seen the first
Green Revolution, but it hap-
pened several years ago. Now
it is the demand of time that
there should be a second
Greert Revolution without
any delay. And where s it pos-

gible? B is possible in eastern
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Hengal, Jharkhand, Assam,
| Odhisa,” Mr. Modi said while
laying the foundation stone df
the Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute at Barhi.
“Fhat is why the govern-
ment is focussing on the de-
velopment of this area. For

2ast should lead next Green

Towthng L, ¥
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Revolution: Modi

in the field of agriculture to
determine the heaith of soil
and its needs in terms of
seeds,  water quantity,
amount of fertilizers and so
0

VA

T,

He said the governmesnt
was taking steps to train
youth in soil testing so that
such kabs could be set up on
the pattern of pathological
labs for humans. “This wili al-
o lead to job creation,” he
said,

Pulses production

Puraing to pulses, he said
India needed to import these
because of a shorifall in pro-
duetion, and noted that aspe-
ciat package had been given to
farmers engaged in cultiva-
tion of pulses,

«the production of pulses
in the country is very fow and
I urge farmers that if they
have five acres of farming
tand, use four acres for other

pitching for “per drop, Crops hut cultivate pulses on
more  crop,” Mo Modi  at jeast one acre,” Mr. Modi
stressed the need for research said. — PT1

Prime Minister 'Narendra Modi at a function 1o lay the foundation stone of
the Indign Agricultural Research Institute at Barh in Jharkhand oen Sunday.
Union Minister of State for Finance Jayant Sinha (right), and Jharkhand

Governor Draupadi Murmu are also seer. - PHOTO: MANOB CHOWDHURY

comprehensive integrated
plan, we will not be able to
change the lives of farmers.”

need fertilizers.

Emphasising the need for
scientific methods for farm-
ing to increase productivity,
Mr. Modi said, “Uniless we
prepare a balanced and 2

that, we have started this re-
search institute,” he said,

He said vrea piants in this
area had been closed, and a
decision had been taken tore-
open them as farmers woudd
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‘leaving three

Quake rocks Assam,
Meghalaya, Bengal

GUWAHATI: An earthguake
of moderate intensity of
5.6 on the Richter Scale
rocked Assam, Megha-
laya, West Bengal be-
sides Bhutan on Sunday
injured
and alion sculptureofan
ancient temple
damaged. o

India Meteorological
Department  officials

. said the quake shook As-

sam, incheding its capitai
Guwzhati, Meghalaya,

‘West Bengal and neigh- -

bouring Bhutan at 6.35
am,

The epicentre of the
tremor was in Kokrathar
at a depth of 16 km on
Iatitude 265 degree
north and longitude 90.1
degree east, they said’

%

“We have got informa-
tion that three persons
sustained minor injuries

~when an old wall col-

lapsed near the Kokraj-
har Railway station,”
Assam . State Disagter
Management Authority
Chief Executive Officer
Pramo¢ Kumar Tiwari
said, '

All the injured were
vegetable vendors and
are being treated now,
he said. ' :

“Alion seulpture at an
ancient temple in Chi-
rang district fell off its
%tand during the shock.
District officials  have
visited the place and fur-
ther information is
awaited,” Mpr. Tiwari
said, - PTE
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorale
Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section

el sl g

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

pated 29 b+ 7N

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
&5
GUSR

Assistant Director (publicity)

e

'S

Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WPEP/DAR/R.M.), CWC and all concemned,
uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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