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“Overnight rain spells trouble

for commuters on Tuesday

NEW DELHI: Overnight rain in
parts of the national capital was
enough to flood the roads, and
bring the traffic to a standstill in
the morning.

" The situation was particu- "

larly bad in areas around south
and south-west Delhi. Stretches
around Delhi Cantonment,
Najafgarh, Aya Nagar, Palam,
Dabri, Mahavir Enclave,
Mahipalpur, Dhaula Kuan (Ring
Road), South Extension, and
Lajpat Nagar, were waterlogged
in the morning.

By 11am, however, the traffic
situation eased. Delhi Traffic
Police’s Twitter handle and
Facebook page were flooded with
complaints from commuters who
were stuck on the way,

The traffic helpline number,
25844444 and 1095, received over
50 complaints of waterlogging.

“The worst hit were the
stretches around south Delhi,
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flooded with complaints from commuters on Tuesday. MOHD ZAKIR/HT

where knee-deep water, stopped

traffic for afew hours inthemorn-

ing. The situation was, however,
brought under control in some
time. Additional officials were
deployed on stretches where the
traffic situation was bad,” a senior
traffic official said.

The official said that on many
under-construction roads, the
condition of traffic was particu-
larly bad. Some of these areas

include, Munirka, RK Puram sec-
tor-7 (Outer Ring Road), Dwarka
Road, and Airport Road.
Between Monday and
Tuesday evenings, 14.3 mm of
rain was recorded af Safdarjung.
At Aya Nagar in south Delhi, 45
mm rain was recorded and at
Najafgarh in southwest Delhi the
rain was the heaviest with the
gauges recording 59 mm. Most
of this rain was seen till 9am.
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE showers at many places in received 51 mm rain in
| | " the state for six days. just over an hour. The vis-
SHIMLA, JUNE 28 «phe weather | will ibility was reduced and

remain wet with more -long queues of vehicles -
rain in the region for six ~were seén on the major

Qeveral areas in lower and
mid hills were lashed by

intermittent heavy rain as days”, Director of local roads. |
the monsoon intensified Met station Manmohan “We were taking a-:strbll
in the state, causing a Singh said, adding that on The Mall in the

evening and enjoying the
foggy weather,” said a-
tourist couple Amit. and
. Meghna from  Delhi,
rounding areas were adding that “The sudden
lashed by heavy rain last heavy rain forced us to
| the town move indoors.”

“monsoon was 12 per cent

above normal from June

1 to June 26 so far.
Shimla and its sur-

marginal drop in the tem-
peratures. -

The local Met Office has

warned of heavy rain at -

 isolated places in lower

and mid hills for four days

~ and rain and thunder- night and
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Two women sharing an umbrella during sharp showers in the morning at Teen Murti in New Dethi on Tuesday.
TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANJAN BHUI
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“Heavy rain likely over 48 hrs,
 may make up for deficiency

Pic: K K Choudhary

Rainfall Over  pOURING IN SUBURBS, CITY MAY CATCHUP
Catchment | o NN 3 BN |

~ Areas Still

Ridm.Pinto@timesgrbub.com

Mumbai: Expect the rain to DI ok foraiss € 1% | 15 e, Tk, Sy b B8
stay the entire week as the IMD B i Papali A TR T g S o b
Mumbal has forecast occasio-
nal showers, with one ortwo he- | RS L R W =
avy spells in thenext48 hours. g, s e

There were intermittent
showers all throughout Mon-
day in areas like Fort, Masjid, el Yo PPy
Byculla and Sion in the island 5 A - ol
city, Ghatkoparand Kurlainthe = | "\ . S "
eastern suburbs, and Sahar,
Bandra and Santacruz in the
western suburbs. K SHosalikar:
deputy-director general, wes-
tern region, IMD said, “The off-
shore trough between the Guja-
rat to Kerala coast is still active
ins would continue for thenext i 72 = :

SMS Reliance
about power cuts

Reliance Energy consumers
inthe suburbs can report
power cuts through an SMS.
ConsumersneedtoSMS =
“Power” <A/CNo>andsendto
9211013030. “Reliance Energy’s
system and field force will
identify the interruptionand
time of restoration, which will
be conveyedto the consumer,” .
said a spokesperson. TN
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RAINFALL RECEIVED IN
LAKES (FIGURES IN MM)

Lake June 27  June 26-27
(Gam-ﬁpm) (BamSam)
Modak 1 aga

Sagar | 224 314
Tansa | 294

Vihar -

Upper
Vaitarna -

; . EAEESIE a 14'2“ | - |
New pumping station won't
sisieded @0 automatic before launch

ather station, rainfall recorded Rlcha.Pmto@tlmesgroup.com S T e B B
between 8am-2pm in the island .~ | |

on June 26-27
(8.30am-8.30am)

Colaba

3_3-2mm .

Santacruz

33,6,

FORECAST ' Few
spelis of rain/shower
likely to occur in city
and suburbs

June 2016
Colaba

.422o1mm

: '.(-_f_e-leba‘- |
| r6_mm s
‘Santa Cruz Santacruz

45 6mm ' 498 7mm

WATER LOGGING TREE FALL

10 spots COMPLAINTS
(As of Monday 19 spots
8am-2pm) (As of Monagay)

few days. This would also help
uscoveruptherainfall deﬁcien— |
cy forthemonthof June.”
While the rainfall deficien-
cy in case of Colaba is -56.1mm,
thatin Santacruzis59.4mmabo-_

city was 7.4mm, eastern sub-
TARTVE -'l A e T ST

in Modak Sagar was 493.40min

- whilethis year it is169.40mm, in

Tansa rainfall was 431.40mm
last year while it is 165.40mm
this year, Vihar last year recei-
ved 1,033.60mm of rain while
this year it received 655.40mm.

Mumba1 A day before its ofﬁcl-

I L FallBLP W

wﬂl have an exhaust to deal
with gasesemanating fromdra-

in water. Any garbage, which
comes along with flood water

from the 612 hectares catch-

ment area the pumping station
caters to, will also be continuo-

sl

. 'contractor would be penahzed

~ five times the cost of operating
- onepumpfor one hour, whlch 1S

Rs8,000.”

1
..!.

LI R LR ILALKES gy L W

Opposition party leader in
the BMC, Pravin Chheda, clai-

med work on the pumping sta-

"Ls bemgheld » he sald, &

“y

The pumping stationcaters
to spots like BDD chawls, Kala
Chowkie, Sant Savata Marg

“junction, Burhani Collegeallin

Byculla, and TB Kadam Marg
in Chinchpokli amongothers.
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A car wades
through a water
logged lane at
Jayadev Bihar
after heavy mon-
soOn rains in
Bhubaneswar on
Monday.
Meanwhile, mod-
erate to heavy
rains were record-
ed in parts of

Uttar Pradesh.
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‘A Mahout uses an
umbrelia to pro-
tect himself from
scorching heat in
Guwahation
Monday. — PTI
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. Heavy.ﬁﬂfé’/c
rainfall |
incity

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 27

The city received heavy
rainfall on Monday
evening. The IMD meas-
ured the rain at 5.6 mm
up to 8.30 pm. The rain 1s
‘the result of a low pres-
- gure area over the Bay of
Bengal. Heavy rain is
- expected on Tuesday 100.
- The areas between
Panjagutta and Secun-
derabad, Sanathnagar,
Mehdipatnam and Toli
Chowki received heavy
rainfall continuously
after 8.30 pm. |
Following the low pres-
sure area over the Bay of
Bengal, the -IMD has
- warned of heavy to very
heavy rainfall till June
29 for all districts of
- Telangana. |
While Hyderabad expe-
rienced good rainfall on
Saturday night which
' continued till dawn, the
\ city did not get any rain
:. on Sunday. |
Monday's rain brought
down the maximum tem-
perature to 32 degrees.
The website accuweath-
ercom has predicted
more heavy rain for
" Tuesday
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o under water, thus forcing the Mikirgaon point under | 1
MORIGAON, June 26: Ona wild animals, including one- Laho_rlgh_at _lecle and 1n o . B B
cursory glance, atleast 30 per- horned rhinos to goto nearby Baralimari pointin Bhurftgead(;n . AN . . |
| | cent area of Pobitora Wildlife highlands of the sanctuary. circle at present, repo ; i [ e
| | Sanctuary was inundated by  Pobitora Wildhfe Sanctuary threatening the entire § == wae s

Ll
T
4

1l |flood waters of the issituated inthe westernpart . Bhuragaon circle. e E;t:_ . . . S : .
! | Beahma putra today. of Morigaon district along the ~ Swirling waters e?i e
According to the Sanctuary’s  bahk of the Brahmaputra and Brahmaputra devastated more ... ~' L. L

1111111

authority, the surging watersof happens tobe the densest habi-  than 1,000 hectares of StaIeld;[ng L
the Brahmaputra entered the tat of one-horned rhinos inthe  crops hke jute, St}lga?l(;an e b

grassland through Tamuliduba world. | More than 100 mai?tll:ee; have o
camp. The eastern areasunder  River bank erosion by the been affected wi

ey - wk i - - a
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e > ) . over the vears duringthecurrentwaveoffloods. - .. . o Woter Resources, Keshav Mahanta at an erosion affec
| l Tamuhchibg and Pﬁgladubafor. Brahmaputra over the y - — Minister ft o Brahmaputra in Jorhat district. on Sunday. — UB . Photos
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Brahmaputra erosion poses

serious threat at Barkshetri

CORRESPONDENT

NALBARI, June 26: Mas-
sive erosion caused by the
river Brahmaputra 1s posing
a serious threat to Kaplabari
and Peradhara villages under
Barkshetri revenue circle in
Nalbari district. The Govern-
mént’s 1naction in carrying
out anti-erosion project work
at-the erosion-hit sites has
worsened the situation.

In Kaplabari village, more
than 20 per cent of the em-
bankment on the right bank
of the river has already been
eroded. The continuous ero-
sion 1S posing a serious threat

‘to the dyke which 1s consid-

ered.a lifeline of the greater
parts of Nalbari and Barpeta
districts. If the embankment
gets breached at Kaplabari,
the river will submerge large
areas 1n both the districts. It
1s even feared that the heavy
current of the river will wash
away the dwelling houses of

the nearby areas if a breach

is caused at Kaplabari. The
subdivisional office of the
Water Resources department
of Mukalmua has been erect-
ing some bamboo spurs-to
prevent the erosion, but that

has been totally ineffective.

On the other hand, the riv-

er 1s also posmg a severe

threat at Peradhara village

near Rampur. The continu-
ous erosion has also threat-
ened the existence of the

- Peradhara model hospital. If

the department fails to ar-
rest the erosion, the model
hospital will fall into the riv-
er soon.

Presently the river is only

a few metres ahead of the

hospital. Unfortunately, the
department has taken up no
steps to protect the hospital
from the erosion of the river.
At the same time, the erosion
of the Pagladiya river 1S also
posmg threat at various plac-

es 1n-1ts course. There is
massive erosion at Karia,
Sadhnapar, Kamarkuchi, Ha-
napara, Hablakha and Bullit-
par 1n the district.

It 1s very unfortunate that
the Government has not tak-
en the 1ssue of massive ero-
sion seriously. It may be
mentioned here that at this
precarious time, the sub di-
visional officer and the€ jun-
10r engineers of Mukalmua

have been engaged in NRC

update works. As a result
they have failed to look af-
ter the anti- erosion works
in the subdivision smce a
long time back.

-+ ———



| 6

r N . . = o | % Q L
nNews ttemfictier/articlic/ediiorial publiched on Q’Ci e

sindusian Times \/
Siatiesman

The Times of Indig {N.D.)
indien Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

. R P ] £ 7 175/
ana documenied at Ehagirath(Enolish)& Publicity S?Q;;‘Qﬁ: Ci ;__,C_;__

v .
in the

—— e ———

[, P.Chronicle

Aoz} (Hindi)

inaten Nelion

“ai Duniya (Rindi)
The Times of Indig (A)
=iz

INzv Bheret Times (Hinai)
Punjeb Keshari (Hindi)
The Hinou

Ralasihan Felrika (hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan rerzala

—m——— . ——— e —_—
—
. ———
— . e e — e —————
——— . — e —t— e = — —

- —_— me 1 —r——

f ' Dmught:weary farmers play®

it safe, dela ing of cro
e, delay Sowing of crops,
ZaMaq i e ——— L __
m Zia haq@hindustantimes.com . IR S RS 3 R R mﬁmj Bt »
NEW DELHI: From Maharashtra e B N
and Madhya Pradesh to a
— Rajasthan and Gujarat, farmers n
ruined by a devastating drought E
are still edgy about sowing, S
despite resounding forecasts St
of a surplus monsoon. B
Planting of major crops is = . jU
24% lower than what was sown
by this time last year. Even %2 T T MR P S S SR BEERRE  tC
state governments are tread-  EXSETIE UK IGEMESARSERUE AR |
ing cautiously, Maharashtra, for - [ Nt (!
instance, had asked farmers to e e -
hold back sowing till June 18. = Cotton sowing has fallen 46% while oilseeds are tracking 34% S¢
Till now, the monsoon has been lower than last year’s levels at this time. HTFLE  fr
16% deficient, which means it has | S
to cover a lot of ground in July.  still weighing hisoptions. Shaken  chances witharainguzzlingcrop. o
Reservoir levels are still barely  bythecrisisthatpushedhimback  “I don’t trust weather forecasts t
15% of their storage capacity. into grinding poverty, thefarmer anymore. What isthe guarantee?” s
Cotton-grower Ashok Barambe  has decided to ditch cotton after  he told HT over the phone.
. from Maharashtra’s Vidarbhais many years, unwilling to take CONTINUED ON PAGE a/e‘

—'l-l...__ i
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Sowing data until June 24
indicate how India’s worst
water shortage in years has
altered farmer choicesin big-
ger states such as Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat, which
have a bigger share in pulses,
ollseeds, coarse cereals and
cotton output.

Cotton sowing has fallen
46%, while oilseeds are track-
Ing 34% lower than last year’s
levels at this time. “It’s not
late yet, but we are waiting for
sufficient rains,” said Surya
Dev Bareth from Rajasthan’s
Alwar.

But the silver lining is that

two back-to-back bad seasons
have forced farmers to be
innovative. “There is obvi-
ously crop diversification
this year. Farmers seem to
prefer other crops to cotton.
They are hedging risks,” said
CK Jani, a farm expert. Jani
clarified he was speaking in
his personal capacity and
not as an office-bearer of the
Cotton Association of India.
Experts say July rainfall is
predicted to make good June’s
shortfall. “We are not worried,
as July rains matter more
for crop output and they are
forecast to improve. We expect

~ kharif production growth to

rise to 3.2% in 2016 compared
to minus 3.2% in 2015,” said
Sonal Varma, an economist
with the Nomura group.

Yet Vinod Yadav, a farmer
from Bundelkhand region,
wants to see good rainfall to
believe the national forecast.
“We will wait till July 5. If it
rains, sowing will not be too
late for us,” he said.

Last year’s whitefly pest
attack due to rainless humid
conditions has also dented
confidence in cotton. Even in
pulses, sowing has been down
20% from last year’s levels for

Drought-weary farmers play it safe, delay sowin of c (b

June-end.

Regionwise, central India
got rains 30% below the nor-
mal level, while the deficit in
the Northeast was 24%. South
India received normal rainfail.

All eyes are now on July.
“Continuous drought has
taught farmers a very hard
lesson. Everybody has become
conscious about water conser-
vation. We are sure about a
very good harvest because
July is going to be very good,”
a senior farm ministry official
said. o

(With inputs from Jaipur,
Bhopal and Luc{f{row)
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Residents wade through flood waters after a heavy monsoon rain in Dimapur on Tuesday.s afp
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City sees good, bad & ugly of |

showers, but it’s not monsoon

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi/Gurgaon: The
capital and its adjoiningareas
woke up on Tuesday to what
they thought were the first
monsoon showers of the sea-
son, but the Met department
quickly quelled the enthusi-
asm. It said monsoon would
officially not be declared till
the first week of July, as while
the rain was widespread, it
was still not persistent.

The heavy drizzle in the
early hours picked upand con-
tinued till almost 10am. The
Safdarjung observatory re-
corded 13.4mmrain till18.30am
and another 0.5mm till
5.30pm. “These are pre-mon-
soon showers. The Met de-
partment does not want to de-
clare monsoon since this rain
is not persistent. We are ex-
pecting rainfall to intensity
from June 30 so monsoon is
likely to be declared in Delhi
in the first week of July,” said
a senior Met official.

In Gurgaon, overnight ra-
in broughtrelief from the sea-
ring heat, but brought much
of the city toastandstill inthe
morning. By 10am, office-go-
ers were seen with trousers
rolled upto their knees, trying
to avoid potholes. Vehicles we-
re reduced to a crawl as they
waded through the waterlog-
ged streets.

Photos: Sanjay Chauhan, AFP

FLOODED STREETS: In Gurgaon traffic was reduced to a crawl at the first hint of rain

Delhi’s maximum tempe-
rature on Tuesday came down
to 35.3 degrees Celsius, two
degrees below normal. The
minimum temperature was
25 degrees Celsius, three deg-
rees below normal. Najatgarh
saw the highest rainfall till
8.30am, recording 56mm rain,
followed by Ayanagar, which
registered 39.6mm and Palam
10.8mm.

The department stated
that the northern limit of the
monsoon was passing thro-

ugh Dwarka, Vallabh Vidya-
nagar, Sawai Madhopur, Gwa-
lior, Lucknow, Pantnagar,
Dehradun, Una and Jammu.
“Conditions are becoming
favourable for further advan-
ce of the southwest monsoon
in some parts of north Arabi-
an Sea, Gujarat, east Rajast-
han, remaining parts of Hi-

" machal Pradesh, Uttarak-

hand, west Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, most parts of
Punjab and Haryana, Chandi-
garh and Delhi during the

next three-to four days,” said
an official.

BP Yadav, director IMD,
told TOI: “The low pressure
system, which is currently
over the coastal areas like
Orissa, will move over Mad-
hya Pradesh by June30. At the
same time, we are expecting a
western disturbance, which
will facilitate a northward
movement of thelow pressure
system over south UP and eas-
tern Rajasthan.”

He added: “This will lead

to an intermixing of two air
masses with moisture coming
in from both Bay of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea and will
result in widespread, more In-
tense rainfall over large parts
of northwest India from
Thursday.”

The Met department has
predicted likelihood of fairly
widespread to widespread ra-
in over the western Himalay-
an region, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh and east Rajasthan and

isolated to scattered over west
Rajasthanduring thenextfew
days. The partly cloudy sky
will become generally cloudy
from July 1 onwards. Light ra-
in and thundershowers are
likely to occur in some areas
during the next 24 hours.
Thundery development and
lightning are expected to oc-
cur on June 29, very light rain
and thundershowers towards

the evening or night on June
30 and thunderstorm with ra-

in thereafter. ,
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