New Delhi: The Centre has
been focused on jts ambitious
Ganga rejuvenation plan but
it has so far only launched en-
try-level activities, including
modernisation/construction
of ‘ghatg’ (riverfronts), cre-
matoriaand surface cleaning,

Work on medium-term
projects like municipal sew-
age and industrial efflyent
Mmanagement through sewage
treatment plants (STPs) and
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) have not yet
picked up. The scale of the
WOrk, ensuring such facilities
Inasmany as 118 towns/cities,
needs massive coordination
among five states through
which the Ganga flows.

The list of the projects,
which were launched on July
7 under phase-I of the ‘Nama-
mi Gange’ programme, shows
that 193 out of 231 projects are
related to ghats/crematoria
development and surface
cleaning. The list includes on-
ly eight STPs, one drain inter-
ceptor project and six pilot
drain projects among other
activities which will have
long-term effects.

Though entry-level activ-

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

- _— . e e
......

July 7, 2016: Launched 23

193 out of 231 projects are
entry-fevel activities

Ghats (river fronts) | 123
Crematoria | 65

» Trash skimmer for surface
cleaning — Five (Ganga river
— Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi
and Patna; Yamuna river —

August 13,
2016: Launched

smart Ganga

City scheme in
10 cities under
Phase-|i

ities are important and it wil
present some ‘visible’ change
Inthenext12to18 months, the
sovernment will be able to
achieve the final angd long-
term goal of Ganga cleaning
only afteractingfast on its me-
dium-term projects including
STPs in 118 towns/ Cities,
According to details of the
‘Namami Gange’ programme,
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May, 2015: Approved the ‘Namami Gange’ programme with an
outiay of Rs 20,000 crore for a five-year period

1 projects under phase-i

Medium-term activities
Sewage Treatment Plant | 8
Drain Interceptor Project | 1
Pilot Drain Project | 6

Remaining projects are related
to afforestation, bio-diversity
centre and plantation of
medicinal plants

- These citles are: Haridwar, Rishikesh,
Mathura-Vrindavan, varanasi, Kanpur,

Allahabad, Lucknow, Patna, Sahibgun
and Barrackpore

» These cities are chosen for infrastructure
development for sewage treatment

32 out of 118 towns have SO far
been surveyed for the purpose
while pre-feasibility reports
of another 32 have been pre-
bared. Besides, real-time ef-
fluent monitoring stations
have been installed in 508 out
of 764 grossly polluting indus-
triesalongthe Gangaand pub-
lic outreach activities have
been initiated in many villag-
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es in five states (Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh. Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal) along
the river These details are
part of the presentation on
‘Namami Gange’ programme
made by mission director of
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) Rajat Bharga-
vaata workshop organised by
the high commission of Cana-
dathis month.

It is expected that the re-
cently launched ‘smart GGanga
cities’ plan wil] give a fillip to
the government’s etforts to
have adequate sewage treat-
ment infrastructure in urban
areas. The NMCG has chosen
10 cities — Haridwar, Rishi-
kesh, Mathura-Vrindavan,
Varanasi. Kanpur, Allahabad,
Lucknow, Patna, Sahibgan;j
and Barrackpore — for Infras-
tructure development for Sew-
dgetreatmentunderthis plan.

This will be implemented
on the hybrid annuity mode
based on PPP mode]. In the hy-
brid annuity model, a part of
capital investment (Upto40%)
will be paid by government
through construction linked
milestones and the balance
dmount through an annuity
over the contract duration up
to20years to ensure longevity,
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NEW DELHI: With three more
deaths reported on Sunday,
the toll in Bihar rose to 156 as
there was no let up in the
flood situation in the State
while in neighbouring tttar
Pradesh the Ganga contingies
to flow above the deyger
level. L e s

In Bihar, the this idussth
were reported from Ssiedsti-
pur while twins were born
on an NDRF rescue boat in
Patna.

The Ganga is flowing
above the red marks in four
districts.

An NDRF release said they
got a request from the family
members of Rekha Devi (25)
for help. Within 50 minutes,
an NDRF team reached Bi-
har’s Chandrapura village to
shift the pregnant woman to
Mohanpur primary health
centre but she gave birth to
twins on board. The new-
borns and the mother were
admitted to the PHC.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar inspected relief camps
in Bhagalpur. He later reac-
hed Purnea where he held a
meeting with top officials.
He will visit Katihar
tomorrow.

Almost 5.56 lakh people
have been rescued so far
from the 12 flood-affected
districts. The government is

plying 2,821 boats for
evacuation.
In Uttar Pradesh, the Gan-

ga and Yamuna rivers ‘have
been receding with no fresh
rainfall but they are still
flowing above their respec-
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Union Minister of Law & Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad with a
flood-affected child at a relief camp at Bakhtiyarpur in Patna
district of Bihar. - PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR |

tive danger marks at several
places.

About 8.7 lakh people in
087 villages in Varanasi, Alla-
habad, Ghazipur and Ballia
remain affected due to
floods. The State govern-
ment has alerted the health
department for outbreak of
any disease. |

According to a Central
Water Commission report,
river Ganga is receding ev-
erywhere in the State but is
still flowing above . danger
mark at Varanasi, Ghazipur
and Ballia.

The flood situation in

West Bengal’s Malda district

remained unchanged with
the Ganga water level stand-
ing static at 48 cm above the
extreme danger level.
Additional District Magis-
trate Kanchan Chowdhury

said over 5,550 families in 45
villages are affected. -

In Rajasthan, heavy rain-
fall occurred at isolated plac-
es in Kota, Udaipur and Jodh-

pur divisions. Light to
moderate rains at many oth-
er areas in the state.

Keshoraipatan in Bundire-
corded maximum of 14 cm
rains followed Pirawa in Jha-
lawar (at 11 cm) till Sunday
morning since Saturday
while Kota registered 10 cm
precipitation.

The Met department has

_issued heavy rainfall warn-
. Ing

at isolated areas
tomoOrrow.

Several places in Hima-
chal Pradesh received heavy
rains with Dharamshala be-
ing the wettest (106 mm
rains) while Jogindernagar
received 80 mm rains.- P'T1
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. In Punjab,

Water level in N orth Indian
reservoirs lower this yearss

ana. HP received below—normal ralnfall

PunJab H

VijJAy MoBAN

TRIBUNE NEWS snm

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST’QB

The northern region is the
only part of the country where

the water level in major reser-
voirs remains below last

year’s level, as the monsoon

Himachal has been notably
below normal this year.

Latest data compiled by
the Central Water Commis-

sion (CWC) reveals that the "
current storage'available s
six reservoirs in the north- -

ern region is 12.97 billion

cubic metres (BCM), which-

is 72 per cent of their total
storage capacity. The stor-

~ age during corresponding

period last year was 91 per
cent and the average stor-
age of last 10 years during

this period was 75 per cent.

In the western, central
and eastern regions, storage

Haryana and

1s better than last year as
well as the average of last 10
years, while in the southern
sector, the storage is better
than last year but lower
than the 10-year average.
Water levels in reservoirs

located in Himachal are 16

per - cent below normal,
while in Punjab, though the

level at present is nine per

cent above normal, it is still
below last year’s storage.
Thx-: storage at Bhakra'Dam

1s ’ht present, 64 per cent

~and 65 per cent of their
capacity as compared to 91

per cent and 92 per cent,
respectively, last year.
Thein Dam in Punjab is

~ filled up to 72 per cent of its

capacity vis-a-vis ‘80 per
cent last year.

Reservoirs in this region are

dependent on rain and snow

‘melt. The monsoon in the °

aforemenhoned three states
" has been less than expected.
Indilan = Meteorological
Department’s data shows

that till this evening, Punjab

had received a total of 325 mm
rain this season against the
normal of 393.1 mm, with the
deficiency being 17 per cent
below normal. |

Rains in Haryana were
deficient by 24 per cent,

with the state receiving

285.9 mm rain against the
“Kdrmal' ‘oPOBTEST ‘i,

‘Himachal“hds a rain’ defi-

ciency of 16 per cent.

Lahaul Spiti in Himachal is
the driest district in this
region this year, with the
monsoon being 79 per cent
below normal, followed by
Kurukshetra in Haryana
with a deﬁr:lency of 70 per
cent and Ferozepur in Pun-
Jab with 67 per cent dev1a-
tion below normal h
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A.P. gets 36 tmcft, Tel

M. RAJEEV |

HYDERABAD: In a significant de-
cision, the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB)
has allocated 36 tmeft of wa-
ter to Andhra Pradesh and 15
tmcft to Telangana for
September.

‘The allocations are against
- the 47 tmcft requisitioned by
Andhra Pradesh and 40
tmcft sought by Telangana
cn Friday. The allocation to
Andhra Pradesh had been on
the higher side as the state
insisted that it would need
more water during Septem-
ber, but the Board asserted
that the 63:37 ratio would ul-
timately be maintained be-
tween the two States.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the three-mem-
ber committee, comprising
KRMB  member-secretary
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Sameer Chatterjee and engi-
neers-in-chief of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh C. Mu-
ralidhar and M. Venkateswa-
ra Rao here on Saturday. The
panel met again on Saturday
as the Board could hot arrive
at a consensus on Friday.

At the close to two-hour

meeting, it was decided to
maintain the 63:37 ratio for
next month. Of the 15 tmcft
allocated to Telangana, 12
tmcft would be for the Na-
garjunasagar left canal and

1.5 tmcft each for meeting

the drinking water require-
ments of Hyderabad, and the
A. Madhav Reddy irrigation
project.

Of the allocation made to
Andhra Pradesh, 10 tmecft
each would be released for
the Krishna delta system and
the Pothireddypadu and Na-
canal,

R
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The allocations are agains’t the 47 tmcft requisitioned by
Andhra Pradesh and 40 tmcft sought by Telangana on Friday.
- An aerial view of Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada. — fiLt PHoTO

four tmeft to Handri-Neeva

‘Sujala. Sravanthi, and two

tmcft to the left bank canal.
“For the time being, the
requirement of Andhra Pra-
desh is more. Ultimately, we
will maintain the ratio,” Mr.
Chatterjee said. He said the
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discussion point on Satur-
day was confined to Septem-
ber, and a similar meeting
would be held in the last
week of next month to final-
1se releases for October.
Sources said the require-
ment of Telangana had been

brought down significantly
as the state had decided to
defer the release of water to
Khammam. |
The meeting had resolved
to strike a balance as the
prospects in the season were
not encouraging so far. “We
have to calculate keeping the
barest minimum require-
ments for the season and en-
suring survival of the stand-
Ing crop,” said a member.
The meeting did not dis-
cuss consumption by minor
Irrigation sources in the two

angana 15 tmcft of Krishna water

States as a sub-committee

had been constituted to ex-
amine it. The sub-commit-
tee 1s expected to submit its
report within 15 days based
on which the Board would
take a view on the overall
distribution of water be-
tween the two riparian
States.
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 25

After a break 1n the moi-
soon, Hyderabad received
rains on Thursday after-
noon.

The Met department has
issued a heavy rainfall
warning for Coastal
Andhra Pradesh while
light to moderate rainfall

in Telangana is expected

in the coming days. The
two states will continue to
receive rains for the next

four-five days. |

Malakpet, @ Kothapet,
Banjara Hills, Saroor
Nagar, Aman Nagar,

Rahmat Nagar Colony,

Rain Bazaar,
Chandrayangutta Road,
Begumpet, Neerdmet,
Yapral and ECIL received
rains on Thursday.
Though it rained during
non-peak hours, the pot-
holefilled roads brought
down vehicle speed, the
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B HEAVY rainfall

< warning for coastal

AP\and light to .

- moderate rainfall for

TS is expected

B AREAS that saw

rain on Thursday were
Malakpet, Kothapet,
Banjara Hills, Saroor
nagar, Aman Nagar,
Rahmat Nagar

colony, Rain Bazaar,

Begumpet etc.

drizzles also caused traffic
jams after 5 pm. For
Hyderabad, the Met
department has forecast
generally cloudy skies
with one or two spells of
rain. Maximum and mini-
mum , temperatures are
likely to be around 31 and

23°C. In  Telangana,
Nalgonda, Adilabad,
T\

Nizamabad

~ ing for TS.

Monsoon returns with -
forecast for heavy ran%/sw

and
Khammam tr1cts
received good rains on
Thursday. However there
is no heavy rainfall warsd. |
| v

‘Meanwhile in Andhra |
Pradesh, except for
coastal areas, it remained
dry in most parts of the
state Thursday

However, in the last 24 |
hours most parts of the—-
state recorded few good

showers. From 08:30 am -

on Wednesday,
Machilipatnam received
12 mii rainfail,
Vijayawada 4.4 mm,
Ongole 36 mm and
Vishakhapatnam and -
Kakinada 0.3 and 0.2 mm
of rain respectively.

Andhra Pradesh till now
has received 11 per cent
less rains than normal.
However, possibility of
rains over the region in:
the coming days 1is likely
to reduce this shortfall.
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Public, farmers can get flood forecast on mobile phones

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Four years
from now, people will get flood
alerts on their mobile phones
if the Centre successfully im-
plements the National Hydrol-
ogy Project on time.

The Ministry of Water Re-
sources began the execution
of its ambitious National Hy-
drology Project (NHP) pro-

.----------------‘-----‘----ﬂ-----_-

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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gramme, which aims to pro-
vide real-time flood forecasts
for the public as well as dis-
seminate water data informa-
tion for the farmers to help
them plan their cropping pat-
tern in a better way.

The first stage of the multi-
purpose NHP, which has an
outlay of over Rs 3,679 crore,
will be implemented in 2016-
2020, and the second stage

will be executed between 2021
and 2024, covering the entire
country.

According to the scheme, an
independent agency, National
Water Informatics Centre, un-
der the Ministry of Water Re-
sources, will collect all water-
related data using various
information systems and tech-
nologies, including remote-
sensing.

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

The government plans to
use the data to increase the
lead time in flood forecasting
from one to at least three days
and assess map flood inunda-
tion areas and surface and
groundwater resources in a
river basin for better planning.

The idea behind it is to inte-
grate all information about wa-
ter in the country, be it rivers,
dams, reservoirs, surface wa-

ter or groundwater, and then
plan its management and us-
age, said an official from the
Water Resources Ministry.
“The project will help in the
development of real-time flood
forecasting and reservoir op-
erations in amanner that does
not result in the sudden open-
ing of gates leading to the in-

undation of the areas below,”

said an official.

------m-----------h----—-ﬂ----q----—------l------------——----ﬂ---ﬁl------—-------l----_----ﬁ—----------—-----q----ﬂ@

In case of a flood or opening
of reservoir gates, the govern-
ment can disseminate the in-
tormation via SMS or various
media, which will help people
move to safer places.

The project will help in the
gathering of  hydro-
meteorological data, which
will be stored and analysed and
seamlessly accessed by any
user, the official said.
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Govt circulates mythology handbook to clean Ganga

Neelam Pandey

. nealam pandey@hindmtﬁnhmes cnm

NEW DELHI: What does it take
to clean the Ganga?

People’s participation,
~according to the govern-
ment, and, a heavy dis-
course on the divine origin
of the river that sustains
46% of India’s population.

A handbook on the river
brought out by the NDA
government draws heav-
ily from Hindu mythology,
apparently turning the
massive exercise of
cleaning the river into
a sermon.

The Narendra Modi
government is spending
320,000 crore over the next
few years to clean the 2,525
km-long river.

Here are some samples
from the book, published
by the National Literacy
Mission Authority
under the human resource
development (HRD)
ministry:

When a person on
death bed drinks 2
‘Gangajal’, it reduces ¢
his pain, gives “peace”
to the soul after death,

(salvation), says the

book titled Ganga == ! o SN

Rahl Pukaar ..... —
“Think of how much

‘tapasya’ our ancestors did

to bring Ganga to Earth!”,

it says, giving a detailed

account of the mythical

fight between “devtas”

and “daityas” and the

role of Lord Shiva

.-- .
*-ﬂ:

Mustration: JAYANTO

in the exercise.

Characters from villages
tell stories — largely mythi-
cal — about Ganga and
“bacteria-killing” quality

of the river and its
curative properties.

About 10,000 copies have
been distributed for train-
ers of the adult education
programme, gram
panchayats and volun-

teers to create

: AA\ awareness.

“The idea is to ensure
{ villagers take ownership
of the river and treat it

as their own. The stories

that are there in the .
4 hook are meant to not

only educate but hold
their interest too. A com-
mittee that had representa-
tion from all religions was
formed for the content of
the book,” said a senior
official of the HRD minis-
try, rejecting any religious
slant in the book.
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- anddatamplace What we have pro- "
- posed i$-to make the Brahmaputra

- -
) ) T pelm T . L o " oy

ﬁhll Chandra.

" "?n the WorkshOp on Thrust Ar-

-  easof 100 Days Agenda of Chief
= Mlmster Assam, for the Wa- .

' at hne, a presentatxon was -
made which gave a plausible solu-

tion for the Assam floods. In the past

at+lese workshops; surgly, the total |
| qumtlty ofﬂ)od or exc@s water to

riverbed itself into a reservoir. The

main river will ﬁmctidn as the best

storage system,

What is often too simple 1s 1gnored
and, therefore, many studies are car-
ried out'to find land to contain close
to 60-80 thousand cumecs of water.
Where can we find that much of land

to store-the water outside of the.

Brahmaputra? Next was the issue of
the 120-tributaries and distributar-
1es that locally bnhg in the flood (ap-

- prox. 20,000 cumecs) and silt into

the main niver adding to the already

swollert river. The phenomenon of .
flash fléods is often experienced. So

somewhere these rivers need to be
intersected and trained at the source
much away from the Arunachal bor-
der along the Assam foothlls. This

e..
£

| c‘an be done mak:mg a hnear dynanne: ;'

reservoir canal of some 200 metres

- -~ wide. ThlS will need land, thoughm
- |8 . ter Resources:Department,” can;@saamwecanbnngm atrain. " |

o 'mammHhasbeenmeasuredandtﬁe,, /-
famgaqnd sednnentatmn 1 3 Vf

in the iver céurse will pennanenﬂy |

end. Impervious core i$ atechnique

which is used to make the founda-

British times.
- They mostly do
| not have an 1m-
within them. |

observed that

normal carrying

river Brah-

around 30000

flood condition.

]

revenue generahon component may
look a distant dream but a project as
huge as this has to be self-sustaina-
~ blefinancially.

¢ 'With the main river gettmg con-

verted into reservoirs at five differ-
ent locations, the land will be re-
claimed permanently and the re-
claimed land’s fertility can be up-
graded for agricultural purposes
technologically.

"To describe the prOJect briefly, it 1s
proposed to build a low spillway dam
at 112 metres from the mean sealev-

el. This spillway will be on both the

Brahmaputra as well as the Lohit riv-
ers and will contain the major silt that

- core, thenvuletsand s

of forecasting an unpredictable change

Tk n v eemkesk v mmd  viess o sk w3 2Rl . m -

' '
e m ' B m b el ke am e M o m b ke s el kil i el

g ly At the time of demgnmg this spill-

way, there will either be a track or a

road which will have a small road-
- crossmgas well asamechanism which

will dredge the silt collected on the
eastern side or the reservoir side of
the spﬂlway dam. Flushing the silt us-
ing river water can be another way of
de-siltation. \ |
Once the niver is contained within
embankments having an impervious

are. made in the riverbéd, which is
often a topic or extensive research
work, will submerge 1n the reser-
vorr and, therefore, the whole study

eams which . -
. tothe north and south boundanes

100000 cumecs, though this has oc-
curred rarely in the recent past,
maybe due to the changing global
climatic conditions. This difference
of 70000 cumecs will need tobe con-
tainedm a separate structure as the
reservoirs in the bed of the river

‘the natural or

tion of dams. This is proposed not
- -only in the five dams’ locationg as
- indicated in the illustrative diagram,

held r_@mﬂy in Guwahati And which @a “line ancfhp expressway over theem- - whichare perpendicular.to the grad-
clué Aedth€ who's who from the ac- * bankments so built which will fund o watm' and arrest the ve,lﬂ_" ty t6'de-' - -ual rising water flow of the Brah-

- adémic and technocratic world, the * the project as well as provide in situ pomt the miajor silt theré ftqu The _maf)utra but also in the proposed par-
~ Chief MJmster who inaugurated the - . employment to the'dislocatedlocals. -step will be the reu‘&rva} bfﬂns .- allel river embankments. One of the

- workshop was very optimistic and - * Intoday’s,tJme, anﬁ.ﬂ@urposeﬂood mlﬁ’ﬁns spillway will subme dw - _-main reasons for the breach of em-

- intended that at the end of the work- ~ “solutiori’is the vhayf farward, 'With mghmyf ischarge, i rmy fermm bankments in Assam as well as in

shop, a permanent solution forfloods  .some cymmsm one ean say* . jat the suby gedfor 45 days apm:mlmte-.ﬁ | Blhar is the fact that these embank- |

of the mighty Brahrmpun'a couldbe , - P — gy ments were de-

v _gxead®® (| signed in the

pervious core

It has been

capacity- of the.
maputra = 1S

~cumecs andany
volume over
this leads to the

_ The peak dis-.
charge of the nver on the Bangla-
desh border has been assumed at

Brahmaputra will not be sufficient.

A linear dynamic reservoir at a con-

tour height of 105 metres parallel

of Assam with an approximate

excess water but will also restrict

length of 700 km can do the job. This
- reservoir will not only contain the

" river, This will perhaps also enable

.

the tnbutanes cormng from the
north'and south side mto the main

the Subansiri hydel project to func-

tion without any fear of creatmg hav-.' ;.
ocinAssam.
Over the embankments of these b
linear dynamic reservoirs, care will -
be taken on the north canal reser- -
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. comes. Thlsspﬂlwaym]lbesn{me-

ttesmhagat apmomlately Thelean.
period water level of the riveris 1.5

metres. It is dunhg the ramy season -
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voir to have less curves and gradual -
curves which will increase the pos- -
 sibility of designing a bullet train
track on one side of the embank- *

- .

- ment and a high-speed expressway - -

-

on the other side. These will be high =

~ revenue generating endeavours, - -
Bullet trains need elevated corri- -
~-dors and when mamland India can -

o

think of proposing anexclumve high-
speed rail corridor, why doﬂ’ t we .-

design a soltition tothe Assa:m ﬂoods -

- where the Indian Rallways will look
- at the possﬂolhty of making a one- ;

-erated can easﬂy offset the entir
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of-its-kind train track in Assam? This - -
‘infrastructure can also be used for .

freight and heavy load.
The lake reservoirs both in the
porth and south’reservoir canals as;
well asinthe Brahmaputm itself will*
make for perennial water source for,n
fisheries and tourism. It is calculat—*
ed that the combined revenue gen- ;

project cost at a net pI‘O_]eCt value

(NPV) of 18 years. Withan NPVof

18 years, this 1s a solution W‘mch 1S

technically and ﬁnancnally plausible. .

A similar structure is also proposed”

for the Barak Valley. This will alscf

protect Majuli and the world famous f
Kaziranga National Park. =~ &

One of the main reasons that a-
project fails is due to lack of public-

awareness, at the initial stage itself;-

with the use of social media and the}
internet, a consensus can be gener-~
ated with the entire flood solutlon-
shared and the population sensitized}

(The author can be contacted a
seekniks @gmazl.com )
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 26

Sharing of Xrishna
water for Hyderabad
continues to be a bone of
contention between TS
and AP, even as the Kris-
hna River Management
Board 1s learnt to have
decided to allot 47 tmc ft
for Andhra Pradesh and
39 tmc ft for Telangana
state to meet the irriga-
‘tion and drinking water
needs for September.
However, a final deci-
sion in this regard will be
taken by the Board’s

3991 (=0 [
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The Assam Tribune { Guwahati }
The Times of India { tumbai )

The Telegraph ( Koikata )

fBagodtet ( U=l )

three-member committee

on Saturday:.

The Hyderabad water
issue came up in the
Board meeting held here
on Friday.

TS representative state

L.—-——*

irrigation special secre-
tary S.K. -Joshi argued
that since Hyderabad is
the joint capital, both

states should share
Krishna water equally to
meet drinking water

27#\&‘0

Krishna sharing d
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The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
Hre Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

ec1510n to

needs of city However,
AP opposed this.

Mr Joshi pointed out th-
at nearly 1.50 tmc ft of
water per month was reg-
nired for Hyderabad alo-
ne and both states should
share it equally He
sought release of six tmc
ft for Hyderabad.

However, the Board
failed to take any deci-
sion on this and stated
that it would take a final
decision on Saturday.

The meeting chaired by
Board . chairman Ram
Sharan was attended by
senior irrigation officials

day

of both the states.

The TS representative
demanded release of 41
tmc ft from Krishna
immediately to help
farmers under Nagarjun-
asagar left canal ayacut.

They also sought imple-
mentation of telemetry
method to monitor usage
of water in irrigation
projects.

However, the Board said
it will send its three-me-
mber commaittee to Srisa-
ilam project on August 29
and take a decision on
where to fix the teleme-
try equipment.
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4,97 lakh people evacuated
so far from flood-hit districts

NEW DELHI, PT): The death
toll in Bihar rose to 153 on
Saturday with four more fa-
talities as floods continued
to ravage the state, while
higher reaches of Himachal
Pradesh experienced the
season’s first snowfall.

In West Bengal, the flood sit-
uation in Malda worsened with
two fresh deaths reported from
Kaliachak III block, taking the
toll to four in the district.

Twelve more panchayat ar-
eas were inundated in Bihar,
affecting a total population of
34.69 lakh in 12 districts.

Two deaths each were re-
ported from Bhojpur and Be-
gusarai, the disaster manage-
ment department said.

Caused by a rise in the water
levels in Ganga, Sone, Punpun,
Burhi Gandak, Ghaghra, Kosi
and other rivers, the floods
have affected people in 2,037
villages under 565 panchayats
of 74 blocks in the state, it said.

The Ganga, though showing
a receding trend, is flowing
above the danger mark at sev-

At least 8.7 lakh people
in 987 villages in
Varanasi, Allahabad,
Ghazipur and Ballia
have been hit by the
floods as the Ganga
continues to flow
above the danger mark

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of india { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

en places like Digha Ghat,
Gandhi Ghat, Hathidah in Pat-
na, Bhagalpur and Kahalgaon
in Bhagalpur district, besides
in Munger and Buxar districts.

A total 4.97 lakh people have
been evacuated so far from the
12 flood-affected districts of
Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna, Vaishali,
Saran, Begusarai, Samastipur,
Lakhisarai, Khagaria, Munger,
Bhagalpur and Katihar, the re-
lease said.

In the national capital
New Delhi endured a sultry
day with the mercury settling
two notches above normal.
Parts of Uttar Pradesh wit-
nessed a fresh spell of rain even
as several rivers continued to
flow above the danger mark at
many places.

At least 8.7 lakh people in
987 villages in Varanasi, Alla-
habad, Ghazipur and Balha
have been affected by the
floods as the Ganga continues
to flow above the danger mark
in Fafamu, Chhatnag, Mirza-
pur, Varanasi, Ghazipur and
Ballia.

Several parts of Himachal
Pradesh were lashed by mod-
erate to heavy rain as the
Dhauladhar ranges in Kangra
district and high-altitude tribal
areas experienced the season’s
first snowfall.

Rain lashed various places
in Punjab and Haryana as max-
imum temperatures hovered

at below normal levels in some
areas in both states.

IFhe Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

MONSOON
FURY: (Top)
Children
swim in the
Gangain
front of a
submerged
templein
Allahabad;
People be-
ing evacuat-
ed onaboat
from
Didarganj
area in Pat-
na to safer
areason
Saturday. P11
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With four more
fatalities, death
toll touches 153

NEW DELHI: The death toll in Bi-
har rose to 153 on Saturday
with four more fatalities as

floods continued to ravage

the State, while higher reac-
hes of Himachal Pradesh ex-

perienced the season’s first
snowfall.

In ' West Bengal, the flood

situation in Malda worsened
on Saturday with two fresh
deaths reported from Kalia-
chak III block, taking the toll
in floods to four in the dis-
trict. Twelve more pan-
chayat areas were inundated
in Bihar aﬂ'ecgng a total pop-
ulation of 34.69 lakh in 12
districts.

Two deaths each were re-

et

- ported from Bhojpur and Be-

gusarai, the Disaster Man-

agement Department said.
Caused by a rise in water

levels in Ganga, Sone, Pun-

pun, Burhi Gandak, Ghaghra,
Kosi and other rivers, the

~ floods have affected people
in 2,037 villages under 565

panchayats of 74 blocks in
the state, it-said.

4.97 lakh people evhq:uated

- The Ganga, though show-
ing a receding trend, is flow-

ing above the danger mark at

‘seven places — Digha Ghat,

Gandhi Ghat, Hathidah in

Patna, Bhagalpur and Kahal--

gaon in Bhagalpur district,

~ besides in Munger and Buxar

districts.
A total 497 lakh people
l:lave been evacuated $o far

from the 12 flood-affected

DEEP TROUBLE People'attempt to pull out a vehlcle from a | '1
flooded road in Allahabad on Saturday. — proto: pTi

- districts of Buxar, ﬁhojpm,

Patna, Vaishali, Saran, Be-
gusaral, Samastipur, Lakhis-
arai, Khagaria, Munger, Bha-
galpur and Katihar, a
department release said.
Parts of Uttar Pradesh wit-

nessed a fresh spell of rains
even as several rivers contin-
ued to flow above the danger
mark at many places.

At least 8.7 lakh people in
987 villages in Varanasi, Alla-
habad, Ghazipur and Ballia

have been h1t by the floods as

. the Ganga continues to flow

above the danger mark in Fa-
famu, Chhatnag, Mirzapur,
Varanast, Ghazipur and Bal-
lia.

Several parts of H1machal
Pradesh were lashed by
moderate to heavy rains as
the Dhauladhar ranges in
Kangra district and high alti-
tude tribal areas experi-
enced the season’s first
snowfall.
~ Rain lashed various places
in Punjab and Haryana as
maximum temperatures ho-
vered at below normal levels
in some areas in both States.

More than 53,000 people
have been rescued by Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force teams from the flood-
ravaged areas ‘in Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh. — PT1
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Varanasi ﬂooded but corporators onj

(BSP), the Congress and
Uttar Pradesh’s ruling

tion have to fork out? No
one seems to have an exact

| VARANASI, AUGUST 27 done and tickets and all
Lakhs of people have been done much before. The

HOLY CITY UNDER WATER

affected by the raging
floods in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Varanasi
parliamentary constituen-
cy, but this hasn’t deterred
a mixed group of 49 corpo-
rators from embarking on a
10-day, six-city tour of three
states — ostensibly for a
“study on sanitation”.
Compounding this, a
group of 22 BJP corporators
was set to leave on Sunday
on a week-long four-city
~ tour but this has now been
deferred — not cancelled.
Varanasi Mayor Ram
Gopal Mohley, known for
his proximity to Modi,
lamely attempted to justify
the junket, saying the trip
had been planned 1In

advance.
“Their bookings had been

flood was not foreseen
then,” he said, adding for
good measure that the cor-
porators should have used
their “vivek” (intelligence)
in such a situation.

He also requested the BJP
corporators to refrain from
going ahead with their trip
and confirmed that despite
“similar advance book-
ings”, the journey had been
deferred for the time being.

Additional Municipal
Commissioner of Varanasi
Rajendra Sengar said that
the trip of the first group
had no specific agenda.
“Ye sirf ek bhraman hai
(It is just an excursion
tour),” he said.

Not surprisingly, for this
group, drawn from the
Bahujan Samaj Party

Samajwadi Party (SP), sani-
tation seems to be the last
thing on their mind to go by
their “mauj-masti” (fun)
postings on social media,
where they are seen in air-
craft, cars and five-star
hotels, among others.

This group flew first to
Delhi on August 25 and was
scheduled to visit Kochi,
Thekkady, Alappuzha and
Thiruvananthapuram . 1In
Kerala and Kanyakumari in
Tamil Nadu. They will also
spend two days in Mumbail
before returning on Sep-
tember 3.

The second group was to
visit Mysuru, Ooty, Tiru-
pathi and Bengaluru and
was to return by September
6. How much of the t?ppay-
ers money did the co¥pora-

idea or don’t want to say.
For the record, the
Varanasi floods have dis-
placed thousands, affected-
over eight lakh people, sub-
merged 30 villages and
inundated 65 localities In
the city. Over a dozen have
died of drowning and other
rain-related mishaps.
‘Ticked off by Modi after
reports that the local BJP
unit was doing precious lit-
t]e to help the people in dis-
tress, party workers have
now hired 20 boats and are
distributing food, milk-
packets and drinking water
pouches to the affected peo-
ple. Edible items like
‘sukhdis’ and ‘matthis’
sent by 25 industrialists
from Gujarat are also being
distributed. — IANS

Fra

20
boats giving
_ relief oods

12

deaths due
to drowning

localities
inundated

8 lakh

affected
by floods

villages
submerged |

Affected peOpIe coilect rellef matenal ata Iocalrty in VaranaSI PTI
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Wet weather likely
“over weekend

CHENNAL: The city and its
neighbourhood may contin-
ue to experience the mix of
showers and cloudy sky over
the weekend too.

Chennai got its much-
needed respite from the
searing heat on Friday. The
day temperature dipped by
several notches in Nungam-
bakkam and Meenambak-
kam, with weather stations
recording 32.1 degrees Celsl-

us and 32.8 degrees Celsius

respectively.

The city had sizzled for
many days, with the maxi-
muim temperature touching
38 degrees Celsius.

Several areas received up
to 1 cm rain till Friday eve-
ning. While this has brought
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDEN'{’/ nele cheer to re?dents, waterlog-

ging in some areas such as
Mogappair has left them
concerned over the upcom-

ing northeast monsoon.
Officials of the Meteoro-

logical Department noted

that a low-pressure area,
formed over west-central
Bay of Bengal off north And-
hra Pradesh coast, has influ-
enced rain over the State,
particularly the northern
parts.

The department forecasts
that rain or thundershowers
are likely to occur in a few
places over Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry. Chennai may
experience a cool ‘weekend
with thundershowers and
the day temperature is set to
be around 34 degrees Celsius
till Sunday.
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WELCOME SHOWERS: The sudden rains took a lot of residents in
the.city by surprise. — PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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# A man stands on top of his submerged car as he waits for a hoat
next to his house in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, on Saturday. Ap PHoTO

Flood fury continués,

HT

Bihar death toll hits 153

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: The death toll in
Bihar rose to 153 on Saturday
with four more fatalities as
tloods continued to ravage the
state while higher reaches of
Himachal Pradesh experienced
the season’s first snowfall.

In West Bengal, the flood situ-
ation in Malda worsened with
two fresh deaths reported from
Kaliachak III block, taking the
toll infloods to four in the district.

Twelve more panchayat areas
were Inundated in Bihar, affect-
Ing a total population of 34.69
lakh in 12 districts. Two deaths
each were reported from Bhojpur
and Begusarai, the disaster man-
agement department said.

Meanwhile, in UP’s Allahabad,
the water level of the Ganga and

Yamuna rivers receded further on
Saturday, leaving behind dirt and
slush in flood-affected, low-lying
localities in the city;

For the first time after water
started rising from August 16,
the level of Ganga came down
below the danger mark of 84.73m
at around 11am on Saturday:

More than 53,000 people
have been rescued by National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
teams from flood-ravaged areas
in Bihar and UP

The NDRF has deployed 75
rescue and relief teams, with
about 40 rescuers in each, to
help those hit by heavy rains in
these states. It has also tasked
two deputy inspector general-
rank officers in the two states
for monitoring the situation

round-the-clock.
(With HTC inputs from Allahabad)
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Rain lashes parts#

HT Correspondent

.htmpoﬂgrs@hindmgscum e

Delhi, cloudy

NEW DELHI: Heavy rain lashed
parts of the national capital
on Friday evening, resulting in
waterlogging and traffic jams In
several areas.

The rain raised the level of
humidity in the air which oscil-
lated between 95% and 60%, the
weather department said.

“The maximum temperature
B was recorded at 35.1 degrees

Celsius, while the minimum

- settled at 26.8 degrees Celsius,

both a notch above normal,” a
Met official said.
The Safdarjung observatory
g recorded 14.8 mm of rain, while
the reading at the Palam observ-
atory was 18.2 mm.

However,the rainfall was not
equally distributed. The north,
south and the east received mod-
erate to heavy rainfall while in
other areas the rainfall was
trace.

Stretches across ITO, Delhi
Cantt, Dhaulakuan, Rajouri
and Laxmi Nagar area saw wit-
nessed traffic jam due to the
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maximum temperature was 39.1 degrees Celslus. RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT

waterlogging.

The weatherman predicted
a cloudy morning for Saturday
with possibility of light rains
towards the evening.

“The skies will remain
generally cloudy with rain
thundershower likely to occur
on Saturday,” said an official
of the India Meteorological

Department.

The temperature is likely to
hover between 34 and 26 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

The Met department fore-
cast rain for the coming
week as - well. For Tuesday to
Thursday, the Met office fore-
cast rain or thundershowers.

WITH PT! INPUTS
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NEVY DELHI: Asmany as 14
more people perished in the
devastating floods in Bihar Lalu slams_ PM !:OT
on Friday, taking the death not releasing aid
toll to 149 this monsoon. to ﬂOOd'hlt state
Five members of a family Nearly a week after 12 dis-
were washed away following a tricts in Bihar were affect-
cloudburst in Himachal ed by floods, RJD chief
Pradesh.In Bihar, where Chiet Lalu Prasad Yadav
Minister Nitish Kumar made slammed the Centre for
an aerial survey of several not doling out any flood aid
flood-affected districts during to the devastated state,
the day, the swollen Ganga riv- DHNS reports. “Last year,
er was still flowing above the when there was flood in
danger level. Jammu, Prime Mimster
A release by the disaster Narendra Modi announced
management departmentsaid it a package of Rs 80,000
Bhojpur accounted for maxi- e crore. But when 40 people
mum deaths at 13. The floods  Fgipsia, o Sy died in Bihar, why has the
have been caused by the over- |0 prime minister not an-
flowing Ganga, Sone, Punpun, | e nounced any package?”
Burhi Gandak, Ghaghra, Kos! asked Lalu.
and other rivers, and have at- A The RJD chief, whose par-
fected 32.51 lakh people in fsovget | ty is ruling Bihar in alliance
2 018 villages under 553 pan- Rl | D, ' with the JD(U) and the
chayats of 74 blocks in the | R Congress, wondered
state, it said. - whether the Centre was
Ganga, though showing are- meting out stepmotherly
ceding trend, is flowing above treatment to the flood-hit
the danger mark at seven people because “they had
places, including Digha Ghat, e % defeated the BJP in Assem-
Gandhi Ghat, Hathidah in Pat- . Dly elections last year.
na, Bhagalpur, Kahalgaon in 7 el L. @ [ alu’s sentiments were
Bhagalpur district and in HELPING HANDS: Floo kers in the low-lying echoed by Finance Minis-
Munger and Buxar districts. BT fESI Il gl Allahabad on Friday. AFp ter of Bihar Abdul Bari
A total of 4.16 lakh people Siddiquu.

have been evacuated so far

reom the 12 flood-affected dis-  terlogging in certainareaslead- washed away following a cloud- port, though rivers Gangaand Naini (Allahabad). the next 48 hours. “Under the
tricts of Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna, 1ngto traffic jams. “The maxi- burst in Gawaldi village of Yamuna have started receding _ influence of yesterday’s upper
Vaishali, Saran, Begusaral, mumtemperaturewds record- Naren Panchayat in the Ram- in the state, they are still flow- Heavy rain across TN air cyclonic circulation over the

Samastipur, Lakhisarai, Kha-
garia, Munger, Bhagalpur and
Katihar, the release said.
Heavy rain on Friday lashed
parts of the national capital,
raising humidity levels even as
the dpwnpour resulted in wa-

ed at 35.1 degrees Celsius,
while the minimum settled at
26.8 degrees Celsius, both a
notch above normal,” a MeT
official said.

In Himachal Pradesh, five
members of the family were

pur area of Shimla district 1n
the wee hours.

Several rivers continued to
flow above the danger mark in
Uttar Pradesh with fresh rain
at many places. Accordingtoa
Central Water Commission re-

e e 4 R RN A <

ing above the danger mark at
many places. Despite receding
waters, Ganga is still flowing
above danger mark at Fatamu,
Chhatnag, Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur and Ballia, while Ya-

muna is above the red mark at
|

Heavy rain and thundershow-
ers lashed the Tamil Nadu re-
gion, especially the western dis-
tricts, on Friday, even as the
meteorological department
predicted favourable weather
conditions for a downpour 1n

west central bay and off north
Andhra Pradesh coast, a low
pressure area has formed over
the same area.” a senior official
in the regional meteorological
centre told DH.

DHNS& PTI
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ing day by day due to urbanization.

Waste disposal'is a common prob-'

lem 1n most of the cities of India.

. Increase-in population, poor civil

services, chariging lifestyles, ineffec-

tive policies and-lack of awareness

- contribute to the problem. Mounds
- pfsolid wastes generatedevery day . -
~cancreate havoc due to lack of prop
. -er management. _

"« Wastescanbe classified in defer-

i _ent ways: domestic waste; biomedi-
. cal waste, construction waste, and
. sewage and industrial waste. More-

- over, wastes also include other types
like solid and liquid, bfedegradable
and non-degmdable hnZardous and-
' non-hazardeus, etc. -

- Domestic wastes are most]y'
kitchen wastes. The sources of kitch-
“enwastes are hotels, hospital con-

. tents, hosteis, hoysing complexes,

 restaurants, institutional campuses,

fruits and vegetables markets, tern-

Pples and residences. Domestic

- wastesmay be hazardous if they are -

- dumped on the streets and residen:

tial premises. Ambngst the all met-

. B r . astes-are the use-
T 71 | lessmaterialsgen-
WL A erally found in-
$¥¥ U towns andcities.
- Wasteprcﬂuctsaregraduallymcreas— |

‘wastes: liquid and?
 waste mostly conslbt of vomit, urine,
drugs, chermcals x%dmactwe mate-
* rials, organic chemicals and fluid from
'pathology laboratgries and chemical
developers and fixer solutions from
- the radiology department. The lig-

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

BegE ( g7 )

10 c1t1e3 Delhl alone produ@ 7 000

. metric tonnes of domestic: wastes
every day of which about 50% 1S blO-

degradable

Plastic Wthh 1S used for vanous

domestic purposes is becoming un-
- manageable biomedical waste strewn
~all around including the vicimty of
- hospitals. Rag-pickers, whoare reg-
 ular features in such biomedicat waste

sites, are prone to several diseases.

Health institutions like hospitals,

nu;'smg homes, doctors chinics, pa-

- thology laboratox%es etc., are the

major sources of biomedlcal waste.
" Hospitals geneggte two types of
Iid. The hquld

uid wastes d15chaxmd into the drains
without detoxifying are mostly
dumped in an irrational way. Moreo-

- ver, majority of hosmta,ls do not have
1nc1nerators nelthe ‘ blomedlcal |

Vastes andits management .,

'l - Pradlp Kumar Das

blood, empty bottles of glucose, etc.
~ Such disposables are respon31ble for -

serious health hazards and environ-
mental pollution. =
The existing system of biomedi-

- cal waste disposal in most of the hos-

-pitals 1s not healthy. The biomedical
waste management and handling -

- rules framed as early as in 1998 are

- not bemng followed. Hospital wastes

if burnt in incinerators without seg-

regatlon may result in toxic fumes in

“air. Non-incinerable materials like
plasticand other infectious materials
should be segregated and most de-

ally autoclaved.
~ Construction wastes mostly in-
clude concrete, wood and iron. There

are two sources of construction

waste. Oneis the leftover/un-utilized

sultang from demolition of old and/or

| unauthonzed constmcl:lm?Present-

ly, ali the construction wastes along

" with ather wastes like vegetable, .
plastic, etc., are being dumped n san-

itary landfill sites. Using the conerete
and rubble after treatment asa ﬁ]]mg
for footpath in road constructlon 1S
an innovative approach.

. Population growth along with 1n-

o sing industrialization and urban-

. $zation in’India have created major

' i'l'em of ‘gslzosal of sewage and

e b s

contripute about one i
of nutrients. Present qewage irriga-
. tion practices being frimitive and

~moreof dlsposal-onepted their use
res ults in progressive.and irrevers-

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronicat { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

industrial efluents. Bdth sewage and -
industrial effluents arg dangerously
toxic and a source of mfectlon if dis-
‘charged untreated. They pollute not -
only air and soil but also the surface .
~and groundwater aqufers. Accord S
X tions like the mumcapa] corporatioﬂ
3 5mhaofland-__ n
trial effluents
jon tonnes

ible accumulation of salts toxic ma-
terials and heavy metals in sotl and
groundwater. Industrial ‘effluents

contain high Total Solids (TS), Total..
~ Volatile Solids (TVS) and high Chem-
- ‘1cal Oxygen Demand (COD) in com-

goodsafterdmeoonstructlon/renova S

_parison to the sewage water which
N noqﬁ over and second isdebris re- -

. eontains high Blologloal Oxygen De-
mand (l‘D) chemicals and organ-

xlsms and is rich in nutrients as well
| _asorgamocarbon o R
~ Waste managememnt practices dif-

- fer from country to country and for
urban and rural areas. Irrespective
of the source and types of waste,
there is a need for proper and inte-

grated waste management at all stag-

s —collection, transposition, segre-

gation, treatment, recycling and dis-
posal. In our countty, people’s proac-
tive participation in waste manage-

)ﬂrrm '"Fv'bw,-

| pelletlzatton blomethanatloia; " 0

) should be made awihe .

' o

‘J

ment is essentlal and for that, cam- '

C pa:gnstokeepthesm'romldln@cl@n -
- involving NGOs, privatecompanies -
and consumer federanons should be

should work as a link between the

. govemment and the pnvate €on-,- |
| oerns

" Garbage should be collected rlght

. from the place 1t 1s generated and

: 'dumped at the landfills. Landfills in .
: metropohtan cities are not landﬁlls -
‘n the true sense but are dmnpmg_.-

grounds which cause health anden--,

- vironment hazards. They should be . ! »

replaced with sanitary landfilis where, -
grbaée should be properly dlsposed "

of and used eﬁectwely for Qx:oduc- A
tion of reso ITCe:

. e ‘.'
CYH G gas, el_ .
RN R

sanitary land filling should be usied -
for waste disposal. We shoulq hog-.~.
our the vision of Mahatma Gandh
and Narendra Modi’s ‘Swachh
Bharat Abhijan’ cammtokeelmir '
surroundmg‘s clearj and mopie
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Fields are inundated in villages of Banaskantha district

Times News NETWORK [rrigation department of-
ficials rushed to the spot and

gtarted the repair work on

ach in a Narmada minor ca- the breach,said Yadav. Howe-

nal left fields inundated -in Ve, the contractor is waiting

villages of Banaskantha dis- forthe water to recede.
Farmers alleged that the

trict on Tuesday.
The breach passing thro- breachwas caused due tothe
ality of material

ugh Chheriyana and Dhima inferior qQu
used in the building the ca-

towns located close to the Pa-
kistanborder, sources said. nalsinthis border area. They
) Officials said that the wa- said 1t was the second time
* ter spilled on to the main ro- that there was a breachinthe
ad and reached up to a newly 1ast 10 days. «We have evell
emorandum to

Palanpur: A 61-feet widebre-

|

built market in Dhima. DR submitted am
vadav, deputy engineer in- the deputy collector asking
him to look 1nto the 1ssue

charge of minor canals said
d a farmer

the repair work was hampe-
red by continuous rainfall. in Dhima towIl.
“There are two breaches The farmers said there
in the canal. One is25feet wi- Was knee-deep water inthefi-
eld which were ready for kha-

de and other is 36 feet,” he sa-
id. | rif sowing.
vy @
_ Y

with urgency,” sal

£l
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Malda flood situation worsens, toll 4
MALDA, 27 AUG: The fiood situation in Malda
worsened today with two fresh deaths being reported
from Kallachak Il block, taking the toll due to floods
to four in the district. Two-year-old Noor Alam of
Deonapur and Ajmal Shelkh (8) of Sobhapur

drowned in the flood waters today, the ADM said. pti

53,000 rescued by

statesman news service

areas, to safer places. They dist

ributed relief ma-

terial in flood-prone areas and provided medical

- care to 601 people in UP.
One NDRF team positioned at Mangan, North

| - Sikkim, resumed rescue and relief '

500N season. et ¢l operation
- esterday at Ti - .

Yesterday, NDRF teams deployed in Bihar at more thyn 250 o ngand villag, yacuating

more than 280 peopl

+ € and distributi -
, Begusarai, Fathuha, Patna.  material istributing relief
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Met warns of heavy rains
over next twa days

Times NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Tuesday 1s-
sued a warning of heavy to
very heavy rainfall over the
Gujarat region for the next
two days. The intensity of
the rains will gradually de-
crease after that but will
continue to intermittently
shower the state, which 1is
stillfacinga 25% deficit, till
mid-September, Met offici-
als said.

“Heavy to very heavyra-
infall will occur over Guja-
rat,” said the warning issu-
ed for the next two days by
the Metereological Centre,
Ahmedabad of IMD on Tu-
esday.

Director of India Meteo-
rological Department
(IMD), Gujarat, Jayanta
Sarkar said, “There is a low
pressure area over East Ra-
jasthan and the neighbour-
hood with an associated
upper air cyclonic circula-
tion extending up to the
mid-tropospheric level.
Thisislikely tobring heavy
to very heavyrainfall in the
Gujarat region and at isola-
ted places over Saurashtra-
Kutch inthenexttwodays.”

“The rainfall will conti-
nue for three tofour days aft-
ter that but the intensity
will gradually decrease,”
Sarkar added. He said that
the state will continue to
witness rains till Septem-
ber.

According to the Met

Yogesh Chawda

The maximum temperature fell to 29"0 on Tuesday

centre, the monsoon is acti-
ve over the Gujarat region
andrainfall occurredatiso-
lated places in the Saurash-
tra-Kutch region.

On Tuesday, the weather
in Ahmedabad was plea-
sant with a drizzle all thro-
ugh theday in many areas.

The maximum tempera-
ture fell further to 29°C on
Tuesday, three degrees less
than Monday’s maximum
temperature. The mini-
mum temperature recor-

ded was 25.4°C.

Meanwhile, the fresh
breeze and showers drew
Amdavadis out of their ho-
mes. Commuters and yo-
uths, were seen parking
their vehicles by theroadsi-
de to enjoy the rain and
click selfies. The rain also
affected vehicular move-
ment at various places, in-
cluding Ashram Road, Nav-
rangpura, Paldi, Income
Tax Crossroads, Satellite
and S G Road on Tuesday.
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Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: After a rather dry fortnight,
the city finally saw a short spell of mode-
rate rain on Friday evening, which, too,
was unevenly spread.

While Lodhi Road recorded the hig-
hest amount of rainfall at 33mm, other
areas like Ayanagar, Pitampura and Aks-
hardham remained dry. |

The Safdarjung observatory recor-
ded 14.8mm rain till 5.30pm on Friday, the
highest after August 13 when 29.8mm ra-
in was recorded. Unlike July, when the ci-
ty saw 292.5mm rain against a monthly
normal of 210.6mm, August has so far
witnessed a deficiency by 63%. Against a
monthly normal of 221.8mm, the city wit-
nessed only 96.4mm rain till 5.30am on
Friday. Even though near normalrainfall
has been predicted for the remaining da-
ysof the month, it is highly unlikely that
the deficiency can be sorted.

“Rainfall over Delhi has surely been
below expectations but when we make
long-term average forecasts, wedonot ta-
ke into account rain over such a small
area. For therest of the month, we are ex-
pectingnear normal rainfall over thecity
with no spectacular revival of themonso-
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“# 3845 NLD STORY: Sporadic rain led to waterlogging at various pléces in the city

on. However, by the weekend we expect
therainfall to bebetter distributed across
the city, We are not expecting any extre-
me weather spell for the time being,” said
B P Yadav, director, IMD.

This month’s rainfall has been the lo-
west in August since 2006, when Delhi
had recorded 98mm rainfall, afigure that
the city is likely to cross by the end of the
month. August 2014 recorded the second
lowest rainfall since then with 139.1mm.
The highest rainfall recorded so far this
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month was on August 13 with 29.8mm.

“The axis of the monsoon trough at
mean sea level continues to pass through
Anupgarh, Agra, Satna, Pendra Road,
Gopalpur, through the centre of the low
pressure area and then east-southeast-
wards to east central Bay of Bengal. Del-
hi will see a generally cloudy sky with
thunderstorm andrain, which islikely to
occur on August 27 and 30. Light rain or
drizzle islikely on August 28 and 29,” said
a Met official.
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Rain lashes parts of %

Delhi, clou

HT Correspondent

lhtrep{}rlers@hl A

NEW DELHI: Heavy rain lashed
parts of the national capital
on Friday evening, resulting in
waterlogging and traffic jams in
several areas.

The rain raised the level of
humidity in the air which oscil-
lated between 95% and 60%, the
weather department said.

“The maximum temperature
was recorded at 35.1 degrees
Celsius, while the minimum
settled at 26.8 degrees Celsius,
both a notch above normal,” a
Met official said.

The Safdarjung observatory
recorded 14.8 mm of rain, while
the reading at the Palam observ-
atory was 18.2 mm.

However,the rainfall was not
equally distributed. The north,
south and the east received mod-
erate to heavy rainfall while in
other areas the rainfall was
trace.

Stretches across ITO, Delhi
Cantt, Dhaulakuan, Rajouri
and Laxmi Nagar area saw wit-
nessed traffic jam due to the

maximum temperature was 39.1 degrees Celsius.

waterlogging.

The weatherman predicted
a cloudy morning for Saturday
with possibility of light rains
towards the evening.

“The skies will remain
generally cloudy with rain
thundershower likely to occur
on Saturday,” said an official
of the India Meteorological

RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT

Department.

The temperature is likely to
hover between 34 and 26 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

The Met department fore-
cast rain for the coming
week as well. For Tuesday to
Thursday, the Met office fore-
cast rain or thundershowers.
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