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Aug Deluge

Times News NETWORK

Dussehra on China border for minister -

;!‘“’5 ome minister Rajnath Singh,ona four-day visitte -
¥} Uttarakhand primarily to boostthe mgrale'aféo!die’ﬁ,ﬁn the =
sino-indianborder, will celebrate ussehrawith the jawansin
Joshimath. Sources said Singh would also perform*shastra
-pujan{a rituattoworshiparmsy withthe jawans. Singhis
:-;"Le)‘(’pef{:téd'to viSitatieast threeborder outposts (BoPs)onthe
e ‘porderwith China, inclutlihgtheone at Rimkhim, whichis close

toBatahoti, where Chinesé troops had transgressed on July25

New Delhi: Union home
minister Rajnath Singh on

this year.Thisis the firsthigh-level visitto the Sino-indian
border afterthe resolutionof the poklam stand-off. T

Thursday called for diplo-

matic efforts to build a con- Inaugurating the 13th for-
sensus among countries on mation day of the National
sharingriver data. Disaster Management

His statement Authority (NDMA)

comes a month after §
the ministry of exter-

: nal affairs pointed out
that China had not §
shared hydrological
data on Sutlej and
Brahmaputra,as itwas Rajnath
expected under two —
MoUs, amid major floodiny
in eastern India.

4 here, Singh said hydro-
jogical data on rivers
should be shared by
b neighbouring coun-
tries for flood mitiga-
tion, and a consensus
neededtobedeveloped.

The home minister
said Intic was hit by floods
every veal, and called for dip-

lomatic initiatives to deal
with the problem. “Somemay
ask, what kind of diplomatic
offorts should be taken 10
solve the flood problem?
Hydrological data of some
rivers that come from anoth-
ercountry shouldbe shared...
“pg of now, 1 think, there
is no such arrangement. 1
think there should be diplo-
matic initiatives in this re-
gard. We must try toenhance
cooperation and conser

Aries,” hesaid.
“; On August18,the external
affairs ministry had said
there was an existing expert-
1evel mechanism, esiablished
'1n2006.ThereweretwoMoUs,
it had added, under which
China was expected to share
hydrological data on the riv-
ers Sutlej and Brahmaputra
with India during the flood
season of May 1510 Junels.
“For this year, wWe have
not receivedhydrological da-
ta from the Chinese side,”
MEA spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar had said. However,
Kumar added it was “‘prema-
ture” tolink it withthefloods
in Assam as there could be
«technical reasons” behind
Chinanotsharing thedata.
At the time, the two counl-
tries were engaged in the
border stand-off attheIndia
~hina-Bhutan rijunction.



/ Centre alerts state over

decline in water table ©

Suggests micro- wnga‘uon crop diversification

RucHixa M KHANNA

‘TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 28
The Union Government has
red-flagged a sharp decline
in“the groundwater level in
Punjab. As pera:study con-
ducted in May, 94 per cent of
the state has shown a
decline in the water level
when compared to the aver-
age level from 2007-16.
Despite that, the Punjab
Government is adamant on
keeping the “politically sen-
sitive” free power to agricul-
ture consumers going — a
major reason for excessive
tubewell connections that
drain the groundwater
There is also no action plan
to wean away farmers from
water guzzling paddy crop.
The results of the study,
which the Union Ministry
of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, had com-
missioned to the Central
Ground Water Board
(CGWB), and now shared
with the state govern-
ment, have shown a
decline in water in 89 per
cent of the observation

State of affairs

260 of the area has seen its
/0 water tabie fall by 24 m

600 of the area has seen
/Oafall ofupto2m

wells. These cover 94 per
cent area of the state.

The findings of the study
that mapped aquifers (up
to 300 metres) has shown
an alarming fall of over 4
metres in 10 per cent of the
observation wells (a total of
704 wells were studied),
covering 8 per cent of the
state’s area.

It alsc reveals that 26 per
cent area in the state has
seen its water table fell by 2-
4 metres, while 60 per cent of
the area has seen a fall of up
to 2 metres. This, however,
may still not deter the gov-
ernment to restrict the use of
subsoil water, as three-fourth

of the state is dependent on
sub-soil water for irrigation.
Though the Centre has
asked Punjab to invest in
strengthening ground water
monitoring; implement a
water security plan; promote
micro-irrigation and crop
diversification, besides hav-
ing separate feeder lines for
agriculture and non-agricul-
tural uses, it remains to be
seen if the state will have any
affirmative action plan soon.

Unfit for drinking: Study
The study has also brought
to light another major con-
cern — higher value of elec-
trical conductivity (reflec-
tion of chemical constituents
in groundwater which may
have deleterious effect on
human health). The study
has brought to light much
higher levels of fluoride,
arsenic, and nitrate (beyvond
permissible limits), while
asking the Punjab Govern-
ment to act immediately to
ensure safe drinking water is
provided to all. The higher
levels of these chemicals are
related to the growing inci-
dence of cancer.
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