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Heavy snowfall in Poonc|
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hdistrict of Jammu and Kashmir obstructed traffic on roadson Tuesday. rm
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‘ile status report on flood
elief package: HC to Centre

AJID JAHANGIR
INAGAR, OCTOBER 28
e Jammu and EKashmir
gh Court today gave one
wre week to the Union
wernment to file the sta-
i report on the relief
ckage meant for the Sep-
nber 2014 flood vietims.
Juring the resumed hear-
7 of a public interest liti-
tion on the September
14 floods, the division
nch  of Chief Justice
Paul Vasanthakumar and
stice Hasnain Masoodi
id the Central govern-
st should file the status
sort on the relief package
thin one week or else the
ton Finance Secretary
ould be present in person
November 3, the next
te of hearing.
"he HC is hearing a PIL
the floods of 2014, which
l1sed havoc in the Kash-
r region. Earlier, the
gh Court had directed
= Centre to disclose its
ind on the Bs 44000-crore

, :DigitalEdition

Soldiers ferry flood victims in Srinagar. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Next hearing on Nov 3

BThe division bench of the J-K High Court an Wed nesday
said the Central government should file the status
report on the relief package within one week or else the
Unian Finance Secretary should be present in person an
Movember 3, the next date of hearing

Hin an earlier hearing, the HC had directed the Centre to
disclose its stand on the $44,000-crore relief package
sought by I-K for the flood victims. It had also directed
the Centre to divulge its policy on grant of flood relief

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/7055259?show=print

relief package sought by
the state povernment for
the flood vietims.

It had also directed the
Centre to divulge its policy
on grant of relief to the
flond-affected people.

Immediately after floods
in September 2014, the
state  government  had
sought a special financial
package of Rs 44,000 crore
to rehabilitate the flood vie-
tims. Official estimates say
2,61 lakh structures, includ-
ing residential houses, were
damaged in the calamity.

Besides, the J&K Govern-
ment had also requested
the Central government to
release Rs 194720 crore
under the National Disaster
Response Foree funds.

The High Court directions
come just a few days before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Kashmir on
November 7. The ruling
PDEEJP government has
come under sharp eriticism
for failing to provide relief
to the flood vietims,
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Sudden drop in temp catches capltal unawares

HTC |

& hieporlersBhindustantimes, com

MEW DELHI: Rain and cold winds
gave the oity its first taste of
winter this season as the maxi
mum temperature dropped to
26.4 degrees Celsius, five degrees
below normal,

On Tuesday the maximum
temperature was recorded at
31.4 degrees Celsius and the
sieden dip in temperature took
Delhiites by surprise.

The light rain and the dip in
temperature were becanse of an
actlve western disturbance that
also brought snow to Himachal
Pradesh and Kashmlir

Paople woke up here toa chilly
Wednesday morning as the mer
cury dipped to below freezing
point in most parts of Jammu
and Kashmin

Cold conditlons intensi
fied in Himachal Pradesh on
Wednesday as Keylong town
experionced s coldest nlght of
the season, with the minimum
ternporature staying below freeg.
ing point.

On Wednesday, the minimmm
temperature was recorded ag17.5
degrees Celsius, which was a
degree above normal.

The weather statbons at Ridge
and Lodhi Road also recorded
traces of rainfall during the day
According to the weatherman,
the city s expected to see light
rain and a thunderstorm on
Thursday as well,

“The skies will be partly
cloudy, Thundery develop-
ments may oocur 11 201Me ATeas,

| got out of the house

at12 noon and took
an auto as usual and it
was cold. The change
in weather was very
sudden. Till yesterday,
the afternoons were very
warm but it changed all of
a sudden today.

KETKI YADAY,
A Delhi University student

There will be mist in the morn-
ing,"” the weatherman said.
The maximum and minimum
temperatures are expected to
be between 28 and 18 degrees
Celsius, respectively

According tothe Met depart-
ment, the temperature in the
coming days will rise a little and
will be in the range of 17 degrees
Celsius and 28 degrees Celsius,

Wednesday's cold
weather took city dwellers by
surprise.

“I pot out of the house at 12
noon and took an aute as usual
and it was freezing. The change
in weather was very sudden, Till
vesterday, the afternoons were
very warm but it changedall of &
sndden today,” said Ketli Yaday,
a Delhi University student.

This October was among the
warmest in the past five years
with the maximum temperature
touching 37 degrees Celsius.

The minimum temperature
also romained in the range of 25
degrees Calsius and was much
higher than the average this time
of the year,

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=10872015102900000000001001&page=8&paper=A4&top=539&l eft="1&wi. ..

= In a sight typical of Delhi winters, a group of people sit around a wood stove to keep themselves warm,

near AlIMS, on Wednesday. SANCHIT RHANNA/HT PHOTO
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Published: October 28, 2015 00:00 IST | Updated: October 28, 2015 14:35 IST CHENNAI, October 28, 2015

City can expect monsoon magic from today

¢ Staff Reporter

The Hindu
FInally, the city gets to see overcast skies and feel a chilly breeze. Heavy showers are expected from Wednesday —Photo: B. Jothi Ramalingam

The news has come as a welcome relief to residents who have been struggling due to depleting groundwater resources.

After days of speculation on social media, especially on Twitter and WhatsApp, on the timing of northeast monsoon’s arrival, the weatherman
confirmed that it would commence on Wednesday.

According to officials at the Regional Meteorological Department, Chennai, the city “may experience heavy rains with thundershowers on
Wednesday.

The news has come as a welcome relief to residents who have been struggling due to depleting groundwater resources as well as the rapid
decline in storage levels at the city’s principal reservoirs supplying drinking water.

“Conditions remain favourable for the commencement of the northeast monsoon,” officials at the city’s weather office added. According to
them, there is a low pressure area in southwest Bay of Bengal and adjoining Sri Lanka coast. This will result in heavy rains on coastal areas
including Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu and also Puducherry.

In Chennai, the sky will be generally cloudy.
Maximum and minimum temperature in the city on Wednesday will around 32 and 25 degree Celsius respectively.
Unlike last year, the northeast monsoon is delayed by at least eight days this year, the officials said.

Normally, the monsoon sets in around October 20. The delay has been attributed to a typhoon in Philippines that created a landfall, which
changed the wind pattern around Andaman Islands that usually pushes moisture to the Tamil Nadu coast.

However, they said that despite its delayed start, the northeast monsoon, which extends from October to December every year, is likely to be
normal this year.

Printable version | Oct 29, 2015 4:35:04 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/city-can-expect-monsoon-magic-from-
today/article7811878.ece

© The Hindu
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Paragliders take to the air on the 4th day of AAl Paraglid-
ing World Cup at Bir in Dharamsala on Tuesday. r1i

Raids brought down
pulses’ price, says govt

The Centre on Tuesday

claimed that retail prices
of pulses have begun to ease
after recovery of 82,000
tonnesofthe kitchen staple
in de-hoarding operations
across the country, DHNS
repaorts from New Delhi,

The Consumer Affairs
Ministory released compara
tive ratesoftoor dal on Tues-
day and October 19 across 10
citiesto drive home the point
on easing of prices,

The cheapest toor dal was
available at Bs 138 per kg in
Jaipur while it was costliest
in Mangalurm where it was
retailing at Bs 188 per kgon
Tuesday, Last week, the dal

varety was retailing at Rs
155 inJaipur and at Rs 195in
Mangalum,

A dozen state govern-
ments carried our £,394
raids on hoarders of pulses
inthe past 10 days and have
recovered 82 462 metric
onnes,

“The states have indicated
that the seized stock will be
rmade available in retail mar-
kets within a weelk " an offi-
cial staternent said,

Maore state governments
have started selling pulses
through state-run and coop-
erative outlets that have led
i easing of prices, officials
said,

NE monsoon likely from today

The delayed Northeast

monsoon is expected to
commence on Wednesday
asthe conditions including
formation low pressure area
over Bayof Bengal are
Evvourable, DENS reports
from Chennai,

"Conditions area
favourable for the com-
mencement of Northeast
Monsoon rainfall over
Tarmnil Nadu and adjoining
areas of South Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka to-
morrow (Wednesday),” SR
Ramanan, deputy director
general of Meteorologyde-
partment said on Tuesday.

He though the Southwest
monsoon has been with-

http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#

drawn from the endre re-
gion last Monday, the
Mortheast monsoon did not
arrive immediately due to
tyrphoon effect in Philip-
pines,

In view of the onset of
Mortheast monsoon Coastal
areas of Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala, Lak-
shadweep area would expe-
rience squally weather from
Monday onwands,

Henece Fishermen are ad-
vised to be cautious while
VENCUTE IND S840

He said due o the move-
ment of low pressure area,
the Mortheast monsoon
rains will be further intensi-
fied from this Wednesday.
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THE FIRST NIP OF WINTER

. N MAX TEMPERATURE
n" ' L& | ONWEDNESDAY

26.3°C

(5 below normal)

u A light drizzle and
cool winds brought
down temperatures
in Delhi, giving the
city its first taste
of winter at the
end of an unusually
hot October

= Expect morning

= A man bundles up in a blanket as he turns nristé 'igi_t rain and
in for the night outside AIIMS in New Delhj ~ ¢'oudy sxieson
on Wednesday. SANCHIT KHANNA/ HTPHOTO 1 hUrsday too » P4
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

On Uma Bharti's direction, experts to probe if Kailash is Ganga's source
as Hindu mythology says

NN | Oct 29, 2015, 05.22 AM IST

_ DEHRADUN/ROORKEE: After union water resources minister Uma Bharti asked scientists at the
Roorkee-based National Institute of Hydrology (NIH) to explore if the Ganga has its origins in Kailash
Mansarovar and not Gaumukh near Gangotri as is popularly believed, scientists say they will be using
water isotopes tracer technology to track the river's source.

Yogesh Kumar & Tapan Susheel, T

"We are carrying out a fresh study to scientifically examine the possibility of Mansarovar Lake being
the source of Ganga. The water-isotopes pattern of water samples taken from Mansarovar and
Gangotri will confirm the origin of the river," R D Singh, director, NIH, told TOI.

: Gl 4 Incidentally, NIH has an observatory at Bhojwasa near the Gangotri glacier where several studies have
Ganga in all its glory at Gangotri Dham (Twitter been conducted on the Ganga. "Our research so far has showed that Ganga has its source at

photo courtesy: @artisdiary) Gaumukh. The new task is a challenging one as we are heading into a completely different direction,"
said Manohar Arora, the institute's expert on the Gangotri glacier.

READ ALSO

Ganga expedition team reaches Varanasi

Bharti's contention on the river's origin conforms to the popular Hindu notion that Ganga descended from the locks of Shiva and therefore, has a
connection with Kailash Mansarovar, regarded as Shiva's abode. SC Bahuguna, secretary of Uttarakhand Sanskrit Academy, Haridwar, says that

"several scriptures speak about the Ganga and Mansarovar being connected". But on a practical level, can the river have its origins at a place over 200
km away from Gaumukh, the point where its waters are first sighted? Singh says the possibility cannot be ruled out.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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Idol immersion over,
but Yamuna ghats
await clean-up

Ritam Halder
w ritam halder@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Durga Pujamight
have ended days back, however,
the unpleasant marks of the idol
immersion continue to dot the
Yamuna in Delhi.

The Kalindi Kunj ghat, which
caters to most of South Delhi,
Noidaand Gurgaon puja commit-
tees, continued tolook like alarge
watery bin even on Wednesday
and activists claim the blame
game of government agencies is
responsible for this mess.

The immersion of idols, which
started on October 22, has added
to the pollution of the river.

According to activist Ketan
Bajaj, it has been almost a week
since the idol immersion but the
situation is quite grim at the
ghats. “Theriverbed isfull of puja
paraphernaliaand all other kinds
of garbage. Itisamatter of shame
for the Delhi government which
could not prevent it. It has not
been able to even get the Yamuna
ghat cleaned as yet,” he said.

The Delhi Environment
Department had earlier claimed
that to make sure immersions
didn’t create the usual mess
they had held a meeting with
the organisers of the various
puja committees so that all the
National Green Tribunal orders
were followed during immersions.
Volunteers were deployed and sep-
arate enclostires were also creafed

ACCORDING TO ACTIVIST
KETAN BAJAJ, THE
SITUATION IS QUITE
GRIM AT THE GHATS
AFTER THE [DOL

RN s

to immerse the idols. However,
nothing seems to have helped.

Bajaj, who isan IIT-Delhi alum-
nus, feels the lack of coordination
among agencies is killing the
river. “During idol immersion cer-
emonies, the Delhi government’s
irrigation department has the
responsibility to remove all idols
and garbage thrown in the river;
which is then carried by the civie
agencies for disposal. Employees
of the Delhi government do not
do this themselves. The task is
sub-contracted to private parties.
These contractors are ina hurry
to make quick money do not do
their job completely. They take
photographs of the clean parts of
the ghat and submit it to the irri-
gation department for clearance
of their contract funds,” he said.

A senior Dethi government offi-
cialagreed thatalack of coordina-
ton between agencies was respon-
sible for the mess. “We will talk to
the DC and DMs concerned tolook
into the matter and will ensure bet-
ter co-ordination. Wherever this
garbage is left on the ghats, will
be cleaned soon,” he said.




Govt moves to ensure city’s
lifeline is made sludge-free

YAMUNA POLLUTION Research body asked to conduct a
survey to assess feasibility and process of desilting the river

Mallica Joshi
= mallica joshiBhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Yamuna riverbed
may soon get rid of the black
sludge that has been resting at
the bottom for several years.

The Delhi government has
asked the National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI) to conduct a survey to
assess the feasibility and the proc-
ess of desilting Yamuna.

“We took the decision to
remove the sludge at the bottom
of the river during our visit in
September itself. We have now
approached NEERI to prepare a
report and tell us how we can go
forward. The report is expected
by mid-November,” said Delhi Jal
Board chairperson Kapil Mishra.

Mishra, along with officers of
the Delhi government and the
Delhi Development Authority
had gone to Yamuna and taken
a boat ride — many for the first
time in their lives— in September.
The idea was to bring people to
the river so that there is a connect
between the policiesmade and the
action on the ground.

According to activists, who
accompanied the officials on the
ride, the water in the river does
not appear black just because
waste water and sewer are being
dumped into it but also because
the riverbed is covered by trash.
According to them, even if the

four days after immersion.

river is filled with clean water
from a tap, it will not appear clean
since the bed is blackened owing
to the sludge at the bottom.

Thelevelsof Dissolved Oxygen.
that indicate aquatic life, are dis-
mal in Yamuna. A river should
have DO above 4 for a thriving
aquatic life but at the seven spots
where samples were lifted from in
September this figure is between
0.24 and 0.32.

A major reason for this is the
sludge that has settled at the bot-
tom of the river. It undergoes
anaerobic decomposition which
releases methane and pushes
out oxygen. Till the time desilt-
ing is not done, this is difficult to
change, experts say.

= Remains of Durga idols lying at the Kalindi Kunj ghat on Wednesday,

N

MOHD ZAKIR/HT PHOTO

We took the decision .

to remove the sludge
at the bottom of the river
(Yamuna) during our visit
in September itself. We
have now approached
National Environmental
Engineering Research
Institute to prepare a
report and tell us how we
can go ahead. The report
is expected by mid-Nov.

KAPIL MISHRA, chairperson DJB
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