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Fast-tracked irrigation

projects go a-begging

| Of 99 PMKSY projects

available with agri yoF
ministry) see no
development of
command area;
another 12 achieve
less than 50%
development

PRABHUDATTA MISHRA
New Delhi, October 28

WHILETHE MINISTRY of water
resources says 33 irrigation
projects among the 99 imple-
mented on a priority basis
under the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi  Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY) are ‘complete’ citing
reports from state govern-
ments, data gathered by FE
showthatinasmanyas 74 pro-
jects, there has been absolutely
no progressinthe construction
of field channels and drains
(command area development).
Without theselast-mile facili-
ties, theirrigation potential cre-
ated can’tbe tapped by farmers,
so the funds spent on the pro-
jectsvirtually go to waste.
When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched
PMKSY in July 2015 and set
the target to complete the 99
projects by December 2019,

see little progress in ..
command area development "

77,595 cr*

Total estimated
cost to complete
99 irrigation
projects by Dec !
2019 under PMKSY |

*of which

¥29,000 cr
for command area
development

the total costwas estimated at
77,595 «croré, <including
29,000 crore for command
area development.

(Among the PMKSY pro-
jects, the largest is Sardar
Sarovar in Gujarat with an
estimated cost of ¥31,522
crore). Currently, only 49% of
the agricultural land in the
country is irrigated.

According to a progress
report of 39 projects (along
with the command area)
with the agriculture ministry
reviewed by FE (in the case of
all but one of the remaining
projects, it has little informa-
tion as the states haven’t
shared the projectreports with
it),even among these projects,
command area development
hasn’t started at all in case of
15, while in another 12, the
development is less than 50%.

Continued on Page 2

Deccan Chronicle -
Deccan Herald .

" The Times of India (A)
Business standard
The Economic Times

Financial _EZ(P"?SS_,P?ltﬁ

PMKSY:
‘Fast-tracked
irrigation
‘projects go

a-begging

. According tothe guidelines for

PMKSY, the motto of which is
‘Har Khet Ko Paani’ (water for

. every agriculturalland by pro-
- viding end-to-end solutionsin

irrigation supply chain), the
completion of a project
includes development of com-
mand area besides the main
canal and its branches.

In many cases, the states
seem to show little or luke-

_ warm interest in command

area projects. In one project in
Punjab (Kotla branch), for
instance, the state government
has decided not to further
develop the command area

after about 60% progress in =

the construction work.



e .

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)

Indian Express
Tribune

and documented at Bhagirath (English) & Publicity Section, CWC

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) -
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu (New Delhi)
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

News item/letter/articlé/editorial Published on r. Q q lO &ﬂ? .. in fﬁe

Focus New§, d_elhi

Deccan Chronicle

-Deccan Herald.

’ " The Times of India (A)
Business standard
The Economic Times

Water Storage Level of 91 Major Reservoirs
of the Country goes down by one percent

£ 1 PR

New Delhi, The water st
able in 91 major reservoirs of the
country for the week ending on Oc-
lober 25, 2018 was 112.67 BCM
which is 70% of total storage capac-
ity of these reservoirs, This percent-
age was at 71% for the week ending
on October 18, 2018. The level of
walter storage in the week ending on
October 25, 2018 was 101% of the
storage of corresponding period of
last year and 100% of storage of av-
erage of last ten years. The total stor-
age capacity of these 91 reservoirs is
161.993 BCM which is about 63% of
the total storage capacity of 257.812
BCM which is estimated to have
been created in the country. 37 Reser-
voirs out of these 91 have hy-
dropower benefit with  installed
capacity ol more than 60 MW,
REGION WISE STORAGE
STATUS:-

NORTHERN REGION : The north-
ern region includes States of Hi-
machal  Pradesh, Punjab  and
Rajasthan. There are six reservoirs
under CWC monitoring having total
live storage capacity of 18.01 BCM.
The total live storage available in
these reservoirs is 15.96 BCM which
is 89% of total live storage capacity
of these reservoirs. The storage dur-
ing corresponding period of last year

CRSETT i~

was 76% and average storage of lasl
ten years during corresponding period
was 77% of live storage capacity of
these reservoirs. Thus, storage during
current year is better than the corre-
sponding period of last year and is
also better than the average siorage of
last ten years during the correspon-
ding period. »
EASTERN REGION : The Eastern
region includes States of Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal and Tripura.
There are 15 reservoirs under CWC
monitoring having total live storage
‘capacity of 18.83 BCM. The total live
storage available in these reservoirs is
14.02 BCM which is 74% of total live
storage capacity of these reservoirs.,
The storage during corresponding pe-
riod of last year was 80% and average
storage of last ten years during corre-
sponding period was 75% of live stor-
age capacity of these reservoirs. Thus,
storage during current year is less
than the corresponding period of last
year and is also less than the average
storage of last ten years during the
corresponding period.
WESTERN REGION : The West-
ern region includes States of Gujarat
and Maharashtra. There are 27 reser-
voirs under CWC monitoring having
total live storage capacity of 31.26
BCM. The total live storage available

P i s

in these reservoirs is 17.21 BCM
which is 55% of total live storage ca-
pacity of these reservoirs. The stor-
age during corresponding period of
last year was 71% and average sior-
age of last ten years during corre-
sponding period was 67% of live
storage capacity of these reservoirs.
Thus, storage during current year is
less than the storage of last year and
is also less than the average storage
of last ten years during the corre-
sponding period.

CENTRAL REGION : The Central

region includes States of Uttar
Pradesh,  Uttarakhand, Madhya

Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. There are
12 reservoirs under CWC monitoring
having total live storage capacity of
42.30 BCM. The total live storage
available in these reservoirs is 31.50
BCM which is 74% of (otal live stor-
age capacity of these reservoirs. The
storage during corresponding period
of last year was 63% and average
storage of last ten years during corre-
sponding period was 71% of live stor-
age capacity of these reservoirs. Thus,
storage during current year is better
than the storage of last year and is
also better than the average storage of
last ten years during the correspon-
ding period.

SOUTHERN REGION: The South-

ern region includes States of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, AP&TG (Two
combined projects in both states).
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
There are 31 reservoirs under CWC
monitoring having total live storage
capacity of 51.59 BCM. The total live
storage available in these reservoirs is
33.98 BCM which is 66% of total live
storage capacity of these reservoirs.
The storage during corresponding pe-
riod of last year was 66% and average
storage of last ten years during corre-
sponding period was 66% of live stor-
age capacity of these reservoirs. Thus,
storage during current year is equal to
the corresponding period of last year
and is also equal to the average stor-
age of last ten years during the corre-
sponding period.

States having betler storage than last
year for corresponding period are Hi-
machal Pradesh. Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. States having
equal storage than last year for corre-
sponding period is Odisha. States
having lesser storage than last year
for corresponding period are Jhark-
hand, West Bengal, Tripura, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, AP&TG (Two com-
bined projects in both states), Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
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ticalfor agricultureinregions
e Ta.mJl Nadu, Puducherry

parts ofKerala. :
ndhra Pradesh g5 “Northeastmonsooncrcula
make‘an onset by npattemhase_stabhshedover

- south Bay of Bengal and adjoin-
. ing Sri Lanka. The pattern is
- likely the commencement of .
; norﬂleastmonsoonramfall over
: ksoutheast penmsular India in
; the commgﬁve days, ”*th IMD

west monsoon has w1thdrawn
from the remaining parts of the
- lationintheBay of Bengalwhich - countryandthusfromthe entire
s delayed the onset of north- kcountry on October 21, the IMD
- added. - .
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ch however, remain the biggest sourc
ol.lumon The Nation: i

\foundth Gang, -
ter carri  hundreds of pollutants, These
ollutantsinclude total cohform (TC) any
faecal. cohform (E :
chemica
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activistfrom Ganga goV:
mental organisation b based in Ha-

g, Devprayagand
arakhand while

Supreme |
ter Resources nd Gan 2 ReJuvena-

‘rating a sense of despondenc:
- the government'sinactiontos eRive
‘Gangafromaslowdeath,
The octogenarian wrote th;
oughtuspremouslettemnsa
discussedin thel

but to giveup hislife.
. Ashe fled @ctober as the day

Ganga) and stopped taking water and plantsin U | tric projects on the “hasnowcome outwith the contentious
medlunes the governmentswunginto 1 ivers Ganga, Alaknanda and Man~ ‘e-flow (environmentflow) notification,
rIITprofesso d i akini. which the environmentalists claim is

: othing butamockery ofjustice.
769 sqkmarea power plants, 19 more are under-con- 'he October 9 notification'says in
tretches. As struction and : nother 4 are on the dry season, projects in the upper
Ganga river basin su‘etch will have to

0% l

enumberchange
lghﬂowseasonmsBO%A
Bhan an GangaP Iutlo Page 4
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| to leave at least 20% water in the main

i channel Tt's too less to keep the riverin.

800 crore, only?B prp]gcts are com-

jplete while the rest are either under
construction or yet to be tendered, It is
- the same story for projectsonriver front,

Ghat cleaning, crematoria and surface

cleaning, Too little have been achieved
and most of the projects are slated tobe
completed between 2019 and 2022.

Gangeticriver dolphms are one of the
victims of such poor river health. In the
early 1980s; there were 5,000-6,000
individuals, but the number dwindled,
0 1, 0-1,800 in th

i People immerse an
idol of Durgainthe
Ganga. PHOTOS BY
MOHAN PRASAD

cording o an assessment by the Warld
Wildlife Fund (WWEF).

* management and industry dxscharge

managementtoachieveadropin the pol-
enthe Umon Cabinetap-

a.ndAud.xtor General (CAG) checked the
programme’s performance, itwas found
thateven thoughthe treatment capacity

-~ the non-ach}evement of the targets ap-
- proved by the Cabinet, the Ministry of

Water Resources and Ganga Rejuvena-

- The 0AG o found thatout pf 152

detailed project reports submitted tothe
authorities between 2014-152and 2016-17

penammg tovariousaspectsof cleaning:

theriver, only 71 were approved. The de-

: lay ranged from 26 days to 1,140 days.
~ Out of remaining 83 detailed project
reports, as many as 34 are pending for -

a period ranging from 120 to 780 days.

_The National Mission for Clean Ganga

~ does nothave ariver basin management  m
. and the shortfall goes up to 89% when it

Declining water volume and increas-

‘ing pollution load havewxped them out.

“Only 38.7% of the river has a suitable

depth of 4m ormore to sustain dolphms

: and gharials du;mg SUMMmEr mon

bunal came inte bemg ittoo heard pel
tions fmmecologlsts onsaving theriver.

i thority. Also; thereis nolong-term action

plaumore than sixyearsaftersigning an
agreement with a consortium of II'Ts to
draw up such a plan.

‘Thls lsaJsomﬂagra.nt vxolatxm of the

cansaythat anysansfactory progress has

been achieved,” the National Green Tri-

buna.l srated inits August 6 ruling, while
d

‘ment’s promise of adequate resources

for Ganga cleaning, CPCB could deploy

- only 36 automatic water quality monitor-

ing systems as against 113 sitesidentified

along the river for continuous water

quality monitoring on real-time basis.
Against the 120 mandatory adequacy

assessments required to be conducted |
by the CPCB of five identified Common
Effluent Treatment Plants, only17 were -

carried out as of August 2017. Against
the mandatory 560 inspections to be
carried out for performance evaluation
of 67 Sewage Treatment Plants; only

" 177 were carried out as of August 2017.

The programme suffers from a huge
manpower crisis ranging from 44-65%

comestostate programme management
groups. With little manpower and insuf-
ficient checking there is no way to know
whether the common effluent treatment
plant s or the STPs functioning well.

DH News Service

Projects

A long way to gu

POLLUTION ABATEMENT

Projects | Completed Und‘erProgrgsjsv
126 28 . 56+

AFFORESTATION AND:
.| BIODIVERSITY. CONSERVATION

Projects .
19

‘ Completed | Under

| OTHERPROJECTS

Complete

Completed ‘ Under Progress

227 {63 108+

Sanction Cost

322,373.64cr
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3
[ passers- by who had been pic-
' nicking in the area, he said.
' “Security ~force personnel
‘who were takmg part in the
irescue  operations  were




