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: despite being
i cash strapped. Five months
| have elapsed, ‘but Naini’s wa-
! terissHil greenishand turbid, -
devoid of life. Iis regenration
Wiﬂproviﬁeahluepﬁntf(}rre-
vival of other waterbodies, say -
environmentalists, -~ .

- Corporation functionaries
“werefound tobe clneless about
 the ecological revival of the
lake and focused instead on

/. Testarting recreational activ-
iﬁes-suchashoaﬁng._ Sdig
. JuhiChaudharyaresident
who spearheaded the ‘Save
i _Nairﬂlake’xcampajgnﬂlatgot
residents, students and RWAs
together, says the corporation

"hasféﬂgd%nzéctﬁeéﬁitehavjiag

~vival plan but nothing has

ﬁﬂlm}:t_rol overthelake “For-

getreviv:‘s];thesituaﬁunisget— i
Hngworse We have had sever. |
-al meetings with corporation
- officialsinlastfewmonths and

even submitied a detailed re-
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ed why the move would

‘ itt0 a company which has ex.
- 5aid VP Pandey; the

- Mishra told TOT that Dethi
‘government was no longer in
- contact with eivic body “We
J wﬂlclean_thelakeomselvgsaf—
. terwinningthe polls ”

roped a private company but it
left within a month. “Plans
would be tentatively complet-
ed by April-May We are mak-
nga policy about outs ourcing

pertise to operate the Take,

‘house innorth corpor:
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2017 may ring curtains ofi m

About 317 abplicants across 12 major

Vikas DHOOT

NEW DELHI: The mining sector
is bracing itself for a dark
new year, with two difficult
deadlines set under laws
governing forest conserva-
* tion, forest dwellers’ rights
and the mines and mineral
development and regulation
law of 2015 looming over
hundreds of existing and
proposed mines.

Industry body FICCI has
written to the Mines Min-
istry to request an extension
of the December 31, 2016 (for
forest clearances in mineral-
rich Odisha) and January 11,
2017 (for converting letters
of intent issued by states for
mining operations before
January 12, 2015, when the
new MMDR law kicked in)
deadlines to provide ‘a lease
of life’ to these mines.

“T would like to bring to
your attention the issue of
two immediate deadlines for
mining leases where it is not
practically possible to obtain
requisite clearances under
the Forest (Conservation)
Act of 1980 and the Sched-
uled Tribes and Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers (Re-
cognition of Forest Rights)
Act of 2006,” FICCI secret-
ary general A. Didar Singh
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LEASE OF LIFE: FICCI has written to the Mines Ministry seeking

extension of deadlines set on these mines. — fiLE pHOTO

has said in a letter sent to
Mines Secretary Balvinder
Kumar last week.

“The deadline is' Decem-
ber 31, 2016 for Shabik and
Hal settlement of land re-
cords in Odisha and the
other issue pertains to Letter
of Intent (LOD) issued by
state governments before
January 12, 2015, covered un-
der section 10 A 2(c) of the
MMDR Act of 2015 for which
deadline is January 11, 2017”
Mr. Singh has pointed out.

The Odisha problem

For existing mining leases
in Odisha, the problem arises
from the forest conservation
law which came into effect
on October, 25, 1980 and en-
vironment ministry’
guidelines on mines in areas

designated as forest under
the law.

While the forest land
within mines was labelled as
forest in government records
from 1980, such areas were
recorded as non-forest or hal
land while processing ap-
provals for the use of forest
land under the law:

“The state governments
may allow concerned user
agencies to continue, for a
period ending December 31,
2016, mining in such already
broken forest area which
were or are recorded as
forest in the government re-
cord after October 25, 1980,
according to the guidelines.

Miners with forest areas
within their operational
lease, had sought the requis-
ite green nods to continue
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- . beyond the ené of this year,

but a number of cases re-
commended by the state

government as well as the

Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC) or Regional Em-
powered Committee are yet
fo be approved by the Min-
istty of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,

Moreover, during its meet-
ings in November, the FAC

. imposed two additional stip-

ulations for miners to com-
ply with — obtaining a certi-
ficate under the Forest
Rights Act (FRA) to get a
Stage-T forest act approval
and proposing a suitable
scheme for compensatory af-
forestation on an equivalent
degraded forest patch.

Getting a FRA certificate
from a Collector alone takes
at least three months. Hence,
securing that as well as
stage-I and stage2 clear-
ances under the Forest Act is
virtually impossible before
the end of December, ac-
cording to FICCL

Since the 2015 mining law
requires all mining rights to
be auctioned, in a bid to do
away with the discretion en-
joyed under administrative
allocations done in the past,
all miners who had secured
an Lol for amine from a state

1y IMINES

mineral States, including Tamil Pﬁadu, risk forfeiture of rights

government before January
12, 2015, were given a two-
year window to execute and
register their mining leases.
This requires obtaining all
necessary green clearances
as well. Where the leases
couldn’t be registered before
the deadline, the applicant’s
right over a mine would be
forfeited as per the new min-
ing law. There are about 317
such cases across 12 major
mineral States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Eveninthese cases, the en-
vironment ministry clear-
ances are delayed, partly be-
cause the FAC was dissolved
in August 2016, reconstituted
in October and a new online
application  process for
forest clearances was intro-
duced in November. Al-
though it later allowed pro-
cessing of existing offline
applications being pro-
cessed at the State or Central
level, the FRA and compens-
atory afforestation norms
mentioned earlier have also
been made a pre-condition
for the green approvals ne-
cessary to execute new min-
ing leases. Meeting the Janu-
ary 11 deadline seems
implausible for most mines.
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slamabad has asked the
World Bank to honour con-
tinued implementation of
the ndus Water Treaty exe-
cuted between India and Pak-
istan in 1960. This is in
response to Prime Minister -
Narendra Modi’s remark
that India is free to use the
water which flows intd the
sea. This is not correct
because according to the
treaty India cannot use more
than 20 per cent of the Indus
waters.

The World Bank spent
many years to persuade
Tndia and Pakistan to reach
an agreement. 1 recall that
afterwards Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mar-
tial Law Administrator Gen-
eral Mohammad Ayub trav-
elled in the same car as Mian
Tftakharuddin who asked if
they could sign an agree-
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ment on Kashmir in the
same gpirit. Both remained
silent. Iftakharuddin was
then the top Muslim League
leader who had joined it after
being a Congressman for
many years.

According to the treaty,
Tndia could draw water from
the Ravi, the Beas and the
Sutlej while Palkistan from
the Indus, the Chenab and
Jhelum. Even though both
counties felt that they could
utilize the water which was
flowing through their coun-
try, they refrained from
doing so because of the
treaty, In fact, the Indus
Water Treaty is an example
of an agreement that was
honoured even when the two
countries went to war.

Modi’s off-the-euff
remark has created conster- -
nation in Pakistan, forcing it

to appeal to the World Bank
to “fulfill its obligation”
relating to the treaty. In a let-
ter to World Bank President
Jim Yong Kim, Pakistan
Finance Minister Ishag Dar
Thas said the treaty did not
provide for a situation
wherein a party can ‘pause’
performance of its obliga-
tions and this attitude of the
World Bank would prejudice
Pakistan’s interests and
rights under the treaty.

1 think that the fear of
Pakistan is exaggerated. The
country does not want any
alteration in the treaty. In its
reaction, the World Bank has
said that it has pansed its
arbitration in the water dis-
pute between [ndia and Pak-
istan, saying it is doing so to
protect the Indus Water
Tyreaty. India would take no
unilateral step to stop the

of Indus
essary o~

water going unused into the
Arabian Sea. However, here
ig a case where the two coun-
tries should sit and hammer
out another treaty because
the old one is outdated. Then
it was thought that the water
given fo Rajasthan would be
utilised by the rest of the
country because the state
with its deserts would not be
able to do so. But this has
turned out to be wrong. The
state has utilized the water
allotted to it and wants more.
When Prime Minister
Modi wants to have good
relations with Pakistan and
has wished his counterpart
Nawaz Sharif on his birth-
day last week, Modi would
not take any step which
would harm Pakistan. There
were enough provocations
from Islamabad like the
attacks on Pathankot and Uri

that killed many civilians for
Modi to act unilaterally. Even
otherwise, it is in the interest
of both countries that peace
should prevail in the region.
Both would henefit.

Kashmir is the problem
which divides the two coun-
tries. Representatives of both
countries should sit across
the table and sort it out.
Nawaz Sharif unnecessarily
harangued listeners on the
Pakistan television networks
to say that Kashmir belanged
to Pakistan and there would
be no peace in the region
until it became part of his
country.

"This irresponsible state-
ment, coming as it does from

has affected the tourist traf-

a country’s Prime Minister

|| fic to the valley still further.

Somuch so that even Syed

| Shah Geelani, the pro-Palce

jstan Hurriyat leader, joined
a procession to appeal to
tourists to return fo the val-
ley. Both he and Yasin Malik,
who wants the valley to be
independent, were part of
the procession. They were
particular that the message
should reach New Delhi so
that it takes steps to see that
the tourists return to Kash-
mir.

The separatists in the
valley do not realize that the
tourists flocked to the valley
believing they were visiting
a part of India, The demand
of independence or the
threat of disturbance has
scared them. They have
picked other hill resorts in
India which may not be as
beautiful as the valley but
eompare favourably with it.
They would wait and see
whether the peace refurns
before drawing up their
plans for the next year.

It is in the inferest of
Kashmiris not to disturb the
status quo until they can
have something better. This
i possible if the three par-
ties, India, Pakistan and the
people in Kashmir, come
together for a dialogue. New
Delhi is not prepared for that
because Islamabad has gone
back on its promise not to
allow its territory to be used

by terrorists.

This was also agreed
upon when Pakistan was
under General Musharraf’s
rule. He went to Agra and
almost signed an agreement
with Prime Minster Atal
Behari Vajpayee, until news
leaked that India’s then
Information Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj changed the draft
agreement omitting Kash-
mir from the text. Since then
the two countries have
stayed distant. Mushraff’s
earlier misadventure at
Kargil had only aggravated
the matten

Tt must be said to the
credit of Vajpayee thathe
took a bus to Lahore. I was
sitting behind him when he
showed me New Delhi’s
telegram which said that sev-
eral Hindus had been killed
near Jammu. He said he did
not know how the country
would react about his trip to
Lahore but he was deter-
mined to pick up the thread
with Nawaz Sharif. The rest
is history.

The Indus Water Treaty
can be replaced with another
treaty but the consent of
Pakistan is necessary. When
it has not been willing to
allow drawing of electricity
from the run of the river itis
difficult to imagine that it
would agree to the use of
rivers in the Indus system
even though water from
them is pouring into the Ara-
bian Sea without being used
for either irrigation or
hydroelectric projects.

There is a tendency in
Pakistan to link everything
with Kashmir, which is a
complicated problem and it
would take many years to
solve. The revision of the
Tndus Water Treaty, which
can satisfy both the coun-
tries, would add to the peace
prospects, Let the treaty be
discussed separately The
rest can follow. The only
point to be taken into
account is how the two coun-
tries can came closer to each
other.

THEWRITER 1S A NOTED JOURNALIST,
COLUMNIST AND COMMENTATOR
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