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_KHAMMAM, JAN. 26 -

. In a major success for the

Telangana government, . &

the Bhakta Ramadasu

Lift Irrigation scheme in -

Khammiam - . district,
which ~ would irrigate
60,000 acres, has been
completed two months

. ahead of schedule.

~ .than expected. It is one of .

Chief = Minister = K..

' Chandrasekhar Rao had

_ Thursday.

laid the foundation stone =
for the project on Februa- .
‘ry 16, 2016 at Palair in

Khammam district.

“It was targeted that the
. project will be completed

by March 2017. But the

project is completed two 3

months ahead and earlier

the fastest .completed
projects in the country,”
the state g
said in a statement on

Mr Rao would dedicafe

~ the project to the people-

on January 31, the birth
annhiversary of 17th cen-
tury saint-poet Bhakta

: » Ramadasu.

" The scheme woﬁld irri-

gate 60,000 acres in hith-
erto parched lands in
Tirumalayapalem, Kusu-
manchi,  Nelakondapally,
Mudigonda, Khammam

. Rural mandals under

KCR to start
irriga

government -

Jags =
BRI TR

on sche

B S
BOTER

me on

Min the

M.P.Chronicle
Aaj (Hindi)
Indian Natjon

Nai Durfiya (Hindj)
The Times of Indja

Blitz (A)

‘g8z 4
i

X J

i3

.31

T e
Mahabubabad district.
- “Under this scheme 5.5
TMC water from Nagarj-
una . Sagar Balancing
Reservoir at Palair is
pumped from a height of

LA
NPl

;

{ 125.700 metres to DBM-60

(Sriram Sagar Project
state II) which is at a
height of 187 metres and
be released at the 45th
km,” the state govern-

%5 - ment said in a release.

A file photo of Chief Minister K:Chantrasekhar Rao

laying the foundation stone for the Bhakta Ramadasu
Lift Irrigation scheme projéct at Palair in Khammam
_district on February 16,2016. - 5 .- .

Palair Assembly con:’ 1sterTummala Nagesw-
stituency represented by ara -~Rao  and also
roads and buildings min-- Dornakal mandal of

_ Having identified irri-
gation as a priority area,

* Mr Rao entrusted the
responsibility - of com-
pleting the project to Mr -

Nageswara Rao and irri-
gation minister T Harish
Rao, it said.

- The project works have

progressed expeditiously

[ and the private firm that
undertook the construc-

tion succeeded in com-
pleting it with the cooper-
‘ation of government.
“Normally for any lift
_irrigation scheme, it will
take two years to com-
plete civil, mechanical
electrical, laying of pipel-
ines etc. But due to the

coordinated efforts by

jrrigation, revenue, po-

. wer departments and the
working agency, these w-
orks on this project were
completed at a fast pace,”
the  government state-
ment said.
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ga swallows home

“Not the first time that the area people have been dlsplaced it has been going on for the last 3 decades”

Soumya Das

MURSHIDABAD: Another winter
has passed but several thou-
sand people who repeatedly
get ~displaced in = Mur-
shidabad district due to the
erosion of the banks of the
Ganga are going through the
ordeal again, with no one
bothered to take measures to
prevent the erosion.

The river swallowed their
houses and land again in
between  October ~ and
November last year. The vil-
lagers claimed they have be-
come “refugees” in their own
country yet again. This is not
the first time that these
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SAVING THE LAND Boulders piled up on the river banks in
Kamalpur village to prevent erosion. PHOTO: SOUMYA DAS

people, mostly bidi workers
and daily wage earners, have
been displaced by the mighty
river. It has been going on for

the last three decades. The
120-km stretch of the right
bank of the Ganges -- from
Farakka to Jalangi in the dis-

trict -- is especially prone to
erosion.

Displacement

The displacement due to
river bank erosion took place
mainly in the district’s Suti,
Raninagar II, Bhagobangola
1 and Lalgola blocks. Speak-
ing to The Hindu, the locals

. said that that if river embank-

ments were set up in
between the dry season,
from March to July, the dis-
placement could have been
minimised: But West Bengal
irrigation minister Rajib
Banerjee said that the pro-
tection of river banks was the
Centre’s responsibility.

“Now we are just refugees
in our own country. I had to
spend the winter living in a
temporary shelter with my
family of seven. Even the
lives of stray dogs are more
valued than us,” said Golam
Hussain, a labourer and a
resident of the Char Krish-
napur Bhagobangola II
block, who has lost his house
for the third time since 1989.

Habibur Rehman, a resid- |

ent of the same village was
seething in anger when nar-
rating his ordeal. He said that
if the Ganges swallowed his
land again, he will have no
choice but to “squat” on oth-
ers’ land.
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Final notification 560N
oon acquiring land for
Almatti dam: M B Patil

VIJAYAPURA, DHNS: The fi
nal notification on acquiring
land for raising the height of

tres and for implementing the

ishna Project (UKP) will be is-
sued shortly, Minister for Wa-
ter Resources M B Patil said
here on Thursday. -
Speaking to journalists after
attending the Republic Day
programme at the B R
Ambedkar Stadium, he said
the process for acquiring
86,000 acres of land for rehé-

| bilitation and reconstruction
| ofvillages set to be submerged

when the dam’s height was
raised was under way. As per

Almatti dam to 524.256 me-.
third phase of the Upper Kr-

the new land acquisition law, |
land losers will get four times
the value of their land or the
consent award. It will beup to
them to accept either option,
he said and added that no
farmer would be pressured to
accept any particular mode of
compensation.

_ Referring to the nine sub
schemes under the third
phase of the UKP, Patil said a
final order on the works would
be issued in a week. The gov-
ernment aimsto irrigate15.50
lakh acres of land and refill
all the 184 tanksin Vijayapura
district under 10 schemes,
he added. .

DH News Service
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‘NO SCOPE UNDER INTER-STATE RIVER WATER DISPUTES ACT’

-Odisha govt shoots down
negotiation committee

statesman news service

BHUBANESWAR, 28 JAN: Odisha
government today rejected the
negotiation committee constitut-
ed by the Centre to resolve the
Mahanadi water dispute with
Chhattisgarh.

The chief minister Mr Naveen
Patnaik questioned the validity of
constituting such a negotiation
committee and said there is no
scope for it under the Inter State
River Water Disputes Act.

In a strongly worded letter to
Prime Minister Mr Narendra
Modi, the CM said the move to
form a negotiation committee was

clearly aimed at delaying setting
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up of a Tribunal as sought by
Odisha government. “The delay is
to allow Chhattisgarh government
to complete construction of its
projects upstream of Mahanadi,”
he said. Describing the negotia-
tion committee as an “ unprece-
dented” step, the CM asserted that
Odisha had since November last
year asked for establishment of a
Tribunal under the Act. He
expressed his “deep concern” that
the Centre had failed to direct
Chhattisgarh government to stop
its unilateral construction work of
barrages and dams upstream of
Mahanadi.

“The negotiation committee is
not in accordance with Section

4(1) of the Inter state river water
dispute act and its composition is
arbitrary,” stated Mr Patnaik.

The Act fixes the responsibility
of the central government to
negotiate with the chief ministers
which water resources minister
Mrs Uma Bharati did, but failed to
resolve the problem. The Act does
not empower the centre to form a
committee to record its findings
like assessment of yield etc. The
CM also objected to the fact that
the negotiation committee is to be
headed by 2 member of the cen-
tral water commission and five
others belonging to central agen-
cies besides members from
Mzaharashtra, Jharkhand and

Madhya Pradesh. The centre has
arbitrarily nominated the engi-
neering in chief of Odisha to the
committee. It may be recalled that
earlier this month, the Centre had
announced the formation of a
negotiation committee over the
Mahanadi water dispute. Earlier it
had held two unsuccessful round
of talks at the official and CMs
level.

In his letter to the PM today,
the CM said s a final chance to
arrive at a resolution, a meeting of
concerned CMs could be con-
vened by the PM. It is pertinent to
note here that Odisha govern-
ment has also moved the
Supreme Court in the matter.
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Our riverwaters

&9~

for other states: CM

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATTI (TARN TARAN), JANUARY 28
Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal said here today that the
state’s riverwaters were not
meant for other states. .. .
“Various states are blessed
with =~ natural resources.
Rajasthan has marble, while
some have coal or iron ore.
They enjoy its dividends. Pun-
jab has been blessed with
water and it should be allowed
to use it as per its wish,” he
said, addressing arally in sup-
port of his son-in-law, Food
and Civil Supplies Minister
Adaish Partap Singh Kairon.
Badal accused the Congress

" and AAP of trying to spread
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€& Congressand AP
leadersaretryingto
vitiate communal
harmony. &8

Parkash Singh Badal, cwier minister A

communal disharmony. In a
slip of tongue, he said, “Aapan
barhe bhairhe din liande han
(We have brought dark days).”
But he instantly corrected
himself: - “...dekhe han (We
have seen dark days),” blam-
ing the Congress for the same.

Alluding to Khalistani sup-

_porters, he said, “AAP is asso-

ciated with those people due
to- whom the situation had
deteriorated in Punjab.”
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Badalslacked will to
resolve SYL: Yechury

OUR CORRESPONDENT

HOSHIARPUR, JANUARY 28
‘During every election in
Punjab, the SAD-BJP and
the Congress start raking up
the issue of water. In reality,
.water is no issue. It a natural
resource .and decision on
sharing natural resources
could be taken only by sitting
together,” said CPM general
secretary Sitaram Yechury,
while addressing a rally at
Garhshankar this evening.
“There was SAD-BJP gov-
ernment in Punjab, while
there is BJP-led government
in Haryana as well as the
Centre. If the Badals had the
will to resolve the water issue,

€& Forthem (Akalis), it
isanissue to exploit
people’s sentiments to
getvotes. €€

Sitaram Yechury, cPm LEADER

they could have done so by
involving all stakeholders.
But they didn’t do it because
for them it is an issue to
exploit people’s sentiments
1o get votes,” said Yechury.

On demonetisation, he
alleged: “Before its declara-
tion, the BJP and its allies
got their 90 percent money
converted. Modi should
apologise to the people of
the country.”
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