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Téchndlogyiﬂvaﬂableiftheauthorities
: really wantto dealﬁithhazardous Waste

e

E tis nothipg short of criming] Q :’!-E {:’«: { e
that 33 years after what wae s e
one ofthe world's worgt indus-
trial disasters, 335 tonnes of hazardous wasteare sil]
biled up at the siteof Bhopal's defunct Union Carbide
i, factory. The minis terfor environment guite noncha-
. lantly informeq Parliament thatng funds have been soy ght
~ orany allocation mage o dispose ofthe dangerous material,
i The g0ovVernment hag identifieg tec}hmog}-’ with which it has
dealtwith ig tormes of wagte, which seems far tag Httle farico
. i late. T today, there haghzen musualapathy tewar
: ing with tHe fallout of thedisasier an
thosswhogs
. &nddisahil S - y
. There has bsen very little attempt 80 far to conduct an
. assessment ofthe groundwater aroung theareatp examine \
. How Geepthe chemicals may have gone and whatefac; this
L . —
- willhaveonthe current generationand th 0setocome. Sting-
lesshow that tha rate ofcancer among the victims is 10 timeg
- higher thap in the normal Population: Surely, this cannot
have escaped the authoritiss gver suchalong period of tims,

Qzemical cbntazrjnaﬁan of groundwatey has afferieq thou-
- sandsof p%@%ﬁmt
. . iothingtag erdone fo tackls This, In short, the Tactor v,
“Covering 1 yie " which once spewed gyt 49 folmes oflethalmethyl isocyanate
' " allthose yearsago, i Stillkilling and maiming people, The 336

" tonnesofioxic wasteare not the only danger. Thers arethree
- ponds where waste has been systemaﬁcaﬂy dumped as wel

' as several siteg within the factory Premises where waste was

;. buried. This underscores the need toframeg national policy

« todeal wifh contaminated sites, N ’
Tt~ TheBhgpal €852, which made Internationat headlinesang
— . outlined howﬂimsysafe‘ry measures were in the facﬁgry and
how easily thosa culpabje were gble to get away withumini.

mum charges, showld have beenan eye-opener for succe sive

" BOvernmentsang should have occasioned much stricter envi-

. ronmental laws to govern hazardous waste and industries
that create th ese, Thereisng dearthoftechn ology availabl\e
across the world if the authorifies really wanted to deal with

* thig problem. The lack of safeguardsisa Dproblem ip many
hazardoug industr‘ies, many ofthemin the unorganised see.-
tor. Until the issye of toxic waste, rehabilitation ang continu-
ing contamination of the surreundingzang itseffect on com-
munitiesare addressed, the victims wholive with Ccrippling /

' morbidjt;es‘vs{jll haveno closure, . - o “"—/‘*
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LG unveils ‘most detalled’ plan to clean Yamuna

lasleev Gandhmk@tlmesgroup com

'ew Delhi: Yamuna River Project;
nveiled on Wednesday, will use
istainable bio-remediation tech-
ologies to clean water and long-
rmmanagenient strategiestocre-
te city-level assets for all. A memo-

andum of understanding (MoU). .
assigned betweenDelhiJal Board

)JB)and University of Virginiain
)16 to work on the five-year project.

Launching the project at India
abitat Centre, lieutenant governor
nil Baijal asked DJB to start work
t the earliest. Citing it as the most
concrete” plan he had seen in the
ast40years, Baijal asked officials to
Cus on any one aspect for the next
yur months to show people that the
amuna could indeed be cleaned
wrough it. “Then even sceptics will
ecome believers,” the LG said after

San Sanjeev Rastogi Rasto

ACT FAST LG Anll Baijal asked DJB to start work on the project at the earllest

seeing an exhibition showcasing
plans toexecute the project.

Several plans had been drafted in
the past to clean up the river but not-
hing had happened on the ground,

- have prepar

said Baijal. “Within six months, they
” such a detailed plan
and “now itistimetotakeaction”, he
added. “The implementation of the
plan has to start and I promise all

help and support from DDA and the

. Delhi government. The members

workingontheproject canmeetonce
every 15-30 days and get the project

started on the ground.”

University of Virginia’s School
of Architecture researched and

~ showcased a three-year river im-

provement project, Re-entering

* Delhi, in 2013. DJB has undertaken

the project with the irrigation and
flood control department as an im-
portant delivery partner.

“University faculty and students
areexcited and energised by thispart-
nership and the opportunity that it
represents to revive a great natural
resource in India,” said its president,
Teresa Sullivan. “We hope that the
project will lay the groundwork for
many additional collaborations in In-
dia.” DJB CEO Keshav Chandra was
also present at the event.
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IMD predicts higher
than normal temp

~ for March-ApnI
»Continued fromP1 7n0f 30

¥ Mohapatra, DGM of IMD’s National
: l\ Weather Forecasting Centre, said the

freakishly hot conditions would abate

E slightly after the western disturbance passes,’

leading to northerly wind flows. “That should
. happen after April 1. However, the drop in tem-

peratures would beonly of adegreeortwo,” he
added. According to IMD's classification, heat
wave conditions set in when the maximum

temperatures touch 40 degrees C and are at

least five degrees above normal.

Although south and central India get hot
earlier than the north and temperatures
peak around April-May, such high heat in
March israreand could be pointing to global
warming signals. The IMD’s seasonal fore-

cast for March-April this year has predicted.

higher than normal average temperattres
in the country. It said northwest India could
be around one degree hotter than normal.
These forecasts are generated by climate
models that take into account the impact of

- global weather features such as warming of.

the oceans and changes in wind flows.

. .v-n~rnr:zrnvn’.'m7i’rm-‘u..;a ko 3

PR L R L e a

...............

' -"i.z»,Amnt.Bhattacharya .
@tlmesgroup com

2 NeWDellu It’sbarely theend
- of March but temperatures

* vels. Bhira town in Maha-
rashira recorded a searing
* " 46.5degrees on Tuesday —gqu-
ite unheard of in March —as

* wave conditionis in parts of
“central, westand north India.”

Pt

. véryaccurate, other places in
~ Maharashtra were blazing as
.well. Akolarecorded 44.1 deg-

: “»Brace up for scorching - -
: heat this weekend, P 10

- acrossmuchof Indiaarealre- )
adyracingtopeak summerle- .

the Met office warned of heat .

While IMD officials cau-
tioned that the temperature -
-reading in Bhira may not be .

| incha Maha town
sizzles at 40.5° C% T?o

FIERY MARCH ,

'(Palam) "39'6

'MAHARASHTRA Y

Bhira 46.5* +7

Akola | 44.1 +6

[ RAIASTHAN = oL

1 Barmer ] 43.4 ‘ -{-6-‘
P T

|432} +5

~iE rees Celsiuis on Wednesday, as’

offlclals said’a set of meteoro-

loglcal condltlons had come
H together*’co causetheheat.

i - “Hot. conditions,
i dmg heat waves, are likely to

inclu-

E “continue till Saturday (April

E 1), after which temperatures
% maydropbyadegreeortwo,”

said M Mohapatra, DGM of

< IMD’s National Weather Fo-
¢ recastingCentre.

 Heat wave warnings have -
!X been issued for Rajasthan,

Banda
HARYANA
Narnaul { 42 0 l
. *Recorded on Tuesday -
" garh and interior Odisha.
Mohapatra said wind pat-

terns clear skies and a low-
pressure pulseset tohitnorth
India werecontributingtothe
heat. “Clear skiesover central
- India hate been raising tem-
peratures due to solar hea-
“ ting. Then, an approaching
- western disturbance has led
to a change in wind direction,
which is bringing in heat. An
-anti-cyclonic wind pattern
over central India isalsopum-

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, - pinginheat,” hesaid.
i madhya Maharashtra, south :
B 't UP south Haryana, Chandi- »Related report, P 14
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