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er suicides

at 454, 22% higher thanin'15

Prlyan kar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: As many as 454 ca-

ses of farmer suicide have be-
en reported in drought-struck
Marathwada so far this year.
The figure is 22% higher than
the 372 cases reported till the
end of May last year.

The region is in the grip of
its fourth drought in five years,
which has devastated agricul-
ture and resulted in an acute
shortage of drinking water.

The district of Beed, the

home constituency of state.

rural development minister
Pankaja Munde, continues to
report the highest number of
cases, with 81 farmer suici-
des. Nanded has reported 70
casesand Aurangabad has67.
The district of Latur has re-
ported 61 cases of farmer sui-
cides while Osmanabad has

PARCHED REGION

> Farmer suicides till May-
end last year [ 372

> The figure so far oy

this year [ 454
> Beed |81

> Nanded | 70
> Aurangabad | 67
> Latur{6]

> Osmanabad | 59

recorded 59 cases sofar.
Water levels in the region’s

‘dams are down to just 1% com-

pared to 8% at thistimelast ye-
ar. As many as nine of the re-
gion’s 11 dams are below dead
storage level. Of these, two ha-
verun completely dry.
Theregion is in the grip of
its fourth drought in five years,
which has devastated agricul-
ture and resulted in an acute
shortageof drinking water.
Thedistrict of Beed, the ho-
me constituency of state rural
development minister Panka-
ja Munde, continues to report
the highest number of cases,
with 81 farmer suicides. Nan-
ded has reported 70 cases and

Aurangabad has 67. Latur has

reported 61 cases of farmer sui-
cides while Osmanabad hasre-
corded 59 cases sofar.

Water levels in the region’s
dams are down to just 1% com-
pared to 8% at this time last ye-
ar. As many as nine of the re-

gion’s 11 dams are below dead
storage level. Of these, two ha-
verundry Weareexpectingthe
water to last till the monsoon
and are hopingthereis good ra-
infall this year,” says Marath-
wada’s divisional commissio-
ner Umakant Dangat.

He says that the govern-
ment has made efforts to provi-
de both water and jobs under
the rural employment scheme
in the drought belt. However,
activists from the Right to Life
Campaign say the state is neg-
lecting the provision of social
services, including health care,
food security and employment.

“The Supreme Court has
asked for the mid-day meal
scheme to be operational even
during holidays in droughtaf-
fected districts but this has not
been done even though funds
have been released,” said acti-
vist Ulka Mahajan.
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- Storms kill 3,
.~ wreck Tehri,
Uttarkashi.

o Tev 3o £
i ‘hree people were killed
+ and three more feared
dead as heavy rain and
thunderstorms wreaked ha-
voc in Uttarkashi and Tehri
districts on Saturday night,
damaging over 100 houses
and killing cattle, reports
Gaurav Talwar. Chinyali-
saur and Dunda tehsil in Ut-
tarkashi were the worst hit,
The Rishikesh-Badrina-
‘_ch highway is blocked at Ma-
ithana, ahead of Karnapray-
ag due to debris, while the
Rishikesh-Kedarnath high-
way is blocked at Chandra-
puri. The Met office has issu-
ed an alert of heavy rain
with thundershowers and
thunder squalls in Champa-
wat, Nainital, Almora, Deh-
radun, Tehri and Pauri dis-

tricts til Monday night. P8
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Thunderstorm lashes
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#ATURE'S FURY: A house buried under rubble after a cloudburst at
Ghansali in Sialkot, Tehri, on Saturday night

Gaurav.Talwar
@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Three persons
were Kkilled and as many
feared dead as heavy rainfall
and thunderstorms wreaked
havoc in Uttarakhand’s Ut-
tarkashi and Tehri districts
on Saturday night, damag-
ing over 100 houses and kill-
ingseveral heads of cattle.
Chinyalisaur and Dunda
tehsil in Uttarkashi district
were the worst affected. In
Dunda tehsil, the body of a

16-year-old who was washed
away was found on Sunday
morning. However, three
others, identified as Shartna
Devi, Godambari Devi and
Munshilal, are still missing.

The storm also caused
heavy damage in Ghansali
tehsil of Tehridistrict.

Met office has issued an
alert of heavy rain along
with thundershowers at iso-
lated places in Champawat,
Nainital, Almora, Dehra-
dun, Tehri and Pauri dis-
tricts till Monday night.
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10 DAMS

RANJU ODUM
Itanagar, 29 May

Seated on a bed that dou-
bles as a sofa in the visi-
tors’ room of the Tawang
Monastery, Leki
Wangchuk speaks calmly;
ignoring the pain of
remembering his now
deceased brother, Tser-
ing Tempa, who was shot
dead by security forces
more than three weeks
ago.

On May 2, residents of
the usually quiet town of
Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh woke up wor-
ried. Four days earlier on
April 28, Lobsang Gyatso,
a Buddhist monk and
vocal opponent of the
government’s plans to
build 10 large dams in
the district was arrested
for allegedly defaming
the abbot of the 336-year

f‘"é?:% f% EN ANCIE

old Tawang Monastery,
also known as the Galden
Namgey Lhatse - celestial
paradise in a clear night.
That day, the skies were
clear but a cloud of
tragedy was soon to fol-
low. Gyatso has been
leading protests against
plans to build over ten
dams in the district,
using the platform of the

NT SEAT OF

Monks JOZI’L Tawang w

“Save Mon Region Feder-
ation”, an organisation
that has a strong support
base among monks and
nuns apart from vil-
lagers. He is also the gen-
eral secretary of the
organisation and an

ordained monk who stud-

ied at the Sera Je
Monastery in Bylakuppe
near Mysore. A few years

-0 f-
after his return, Gyatso
began to raise concerns
about the environmental
impact of the many
hydropower projects
planned for Tawang
district.

On April 26, Gyatso
was first arrested for
leading villagers from
Gongkhar, the site for the
six-megawatt Mukto
Shakangchu project,
opposing the reconstruc-
tion of a spillway which
they claimed had broken
because of substandard
work. He was arrested
based on an FIR filed by
the Personal Security
Officer of local MLA
Pema Khandu for disrup-
tion of peace. He was
later let out on bail.

However, he was
arrested again on April
28 for allegedly insulting
the abbot of the Tawang

BUDDHISM IN ARUNACHAL

ar on dams

Monastery by question-
ing his nationality and
telling him to stay out of
the hydropower issue.
The basis for the arrest
was an audio clip that
Gyatso and his support-
ers say was recorded in
2012 when the anti-large
dam protests began.

When he was arrested
for what his supporters
feel were trumped up
charges, they waited for
four days before demand-
ing his release from the
police custody.

On that morning,
Gyatso was to attend
court for a bail hearing.
His supporters, mostly
fellow monks and nuns,
gathering outside the
police station where he
was held.

“ TURN TO PAGE - 07

Monksjoin

robes.

Tawang war ondams
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underway but amongst the

none of the other higher-

| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

When his bail plea was
turned down, the police
took him inside the station
again. Agitated, the pro-
testors, as per some claims,
began pelting stones at the
police station. In reaction,
the police and men of the
Indian Reserve Battalion
began firing their guns in
an attempt to disperse the
crowd.

Apart from some police
and security personnel sus-
taining minor injuries dur-
ingthefiring, eight civilians
were seriously injured and
two people were killed. One
was a former monk, the
other was still in his monk’s

Tsering Tempa, who had
recently got married after
giving up his monk vows a
few years back, was shot in
the head. Nyima Wangdi
was still a young monk
when he was killed in the
police firing.

While the state govern-
ment has set up two inquires
to investigate the matter,
the exact events of the day
remain murky. Varying
accounts from different peo-
pleblame the protestors for
turning violent while oth-
ers smell a larger political
conspiracy to derail the
anti-dam movement in the
district.

Investigations and
inquires on the matter are

protestors and monks, the
mood is not one of positiv-
ity.

Several organisations,
such as the All Arunachal
Pradesh Students’ Union
have called for a CBI inquiry
on the matter instead of
state-government consti-
tuted committees. This dis-
trust on such government
inquiries stems from the
fact that they have never
been able to truly provide clo-
sure to victims in the past.
What could further fuel this
feelingisthefact thatapart
from the Tawang district
superintendent of police
Anto Alphonse and officer
in-charge of the Tawang
police station Lam Dhondup,

ranked officials have been
suspended even though an
official statement from the
government had claimed
otherwise.

Soon after the incidenton
May 4, an official statement
from the office of thedeputy
chief minister, Kameng
Dolo, said that Tawang
deputy commissioner Duly
Kamduk and Dhondup
were suspended, along with
Alphonse. Inreality though,
only Alphonse and Dhondup
are serving a suspension
while Kamduk has been
transferred toltanagar and
deputy superintendent of
police Pem Norbu Thong-
dok hasbeen transferred to
Namsai.




Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of india (N.D.)
indian Express

Hindustan (Hindi)\/

Tribune

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

News item/letter/article/editorial published on //(7 Y ;)/67 YA ), 36”6 in the

Nav Bharat Tlme(/(Hmdl)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

aﬂﬁm@eréfaacmﬂﬂ

ﬁmﬁwmmﬁmmWﬁWmea
forell Y 3 v Rl .1 WROR 3 R 3R A S
vt cinit o e o ey % ef
S Bglel B A AR DY A T P I S PO WA WA
. Re 3R % e R g e B @) e 1 R A W B
ot Rl ¥ vt 9 g 6 ) T & 1 YR Ot Ty et et
AN IR N GRA TN RIS TR A TEE

m@lmm N
i anfen & fER Y el §
=T g -y e Ant
& G | T T fewd e
 aftraren § et % o9 250
YR FIEY AEN 31 9V
TR AT

TR <1 S 1 fo W
ETCR R GG R RG]
Tz TG, AR T T T
21 @ s W | e fior.
FAVTT AR G5 Qier § e
21 od Rl Y e ¥ Wl
ik g A 3 R N IR At
1 TR am AR A %

TAY
WH R T & T A2

Rl

12 el I Q EEa-
FEETITE-ftrEeT- et -
fererareT dewmt & 2 g
¥ g agea €| aiER
IR FIT g A TRAY
wmaﬁwm@t
Qe § o B o T
ﬂaré’rmsﬁaﬂauﬁﬁﬁmw
A A AR AT TR A @

T 1 59 2R

wﬁaﬁwgam
JorarH IRur e ﬁanm

TR TE T 9% IR g

T o1 T T %
mﬁwwwm
A F wdiage,
m@aﬁmwl

ﬁﬁ@fmmﬁ

maﬁmmrﬁﬁaﬂmmmaﬁmmﬁﬁqnmﬁ

P e )AiﬁL




?7{&'\\ J

aae

310er & Erd & 94

feedt Bt ot areri el
1 R iR e B
J 8 e welt | 5 e ¥
13 Tidi & 3 TAR I R
HEF IR ¥ 220
| 1 T Ogl, TP
700 A D AT TR & T
27 Tl AE SR T 7 st
a1 30T 31T | 1989 # off A

. TR 2 30T 91 o7 ot

‘ Mml el & ety
W, WVW'
e gU 1 9d) W ¥ wae
AR |9 S T B

57, e # g3l

oty - P-1AH

jeeterrel difaf & afeer
fise rdt # ot 35 ¢ 3 dn
i pB RINT T TR
st et T | et iR
SR & 3 Rl §
DOIGRIRT- ST A 4 & 7|
el e ¥ 03 iRT @
T et &1 T |

AR Y Aot ARk AR 3iR
m@Wﬁ?ﬂqmﬁ
20 | 3T el ®H B
ITARE e T 16 T B
T A B H 8 T, D
et elr o & | THENRIRUG
AT A Y I PRI 2|



4
7.
News item/letter/article/editorial published on%

Hindustan
Statesman
The Times
Indian Exp
Tribune

Hindustan

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, cwc.

Times

of India (N.D.)
ress

(Hindi)

%

1/ Lj)[/iaﬂm the

Nav Bharat Timés (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

WA Rl TeRT
B

Bo.pro— P2

gqLch

¢ faeeh, (wm): @ @
et F FH A F a9 A
e B F 3T WA F
A 4 T e e %
R H T W TB W H
e A @ § R §

TR w1 7 | S 56

) gL HA H TIEFE T

T fasm 3 e & fF AT
F ¥ W TG A
a1 7% T & PR A8 39 % g
el # ot A IEAM, T
a7 a3 ¥ g9a 1 st 9"

Y7, I & F8 A
Y o F A fREr WS

gvrE 9E F SAH
@ 31" e e weig
TR Y | IR wE o favm

%1 qaiAA F T T
TF AM & AUR W TH
F § 3 F@ T WAL
¥ o™ ¥ ¥9 2 71 @EA
e fara T AfRT FE qE
WA ¥ 2 o W Y
7% 7€l & 9 1w,
Ty3areT, faed @ &t H, sl

A Ryamor A
#H AT B O
qAT 22T F 3

R U SHBT

‘3R A uge B
AT/ E

o %) e &, ot IR X

gwar &, TR A ww fe ol
% TS ARG € R F Heha
£ ofr T fwg W T @ H
i e Rl ST

wEEE, wog € WEH
faym g @@ HEE %
frratret &1 SrEATHe qatgHe’
= FIM SR THH AU R
soTeh T g oft = < R
for et nfee &f

M.P.Chronicle

aj (Hindi)
indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz



News item/letter/article/editorial published on/é/c/ - 867' 5 ;9@/‘/ in the

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)

The Hindu Indian Nation
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CcwWC.

oyt & efSrare era & alveren faarst, U5 3ive fdorefl oor are geat & siean

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

@oe, 17

e T
o | fagearar &a
e ¥ et feehi o wif e T
o ot sl aRe ¥ 17 A !
A & | eeEe o e
¥ o wrafen gl TR 3 A0 R
w1 1w IR RIS @A N
TR AT AR AR ST
fororelt A B R )
FHEEE B G TEEA d
Hrgwrerare 4 & e S . -
(7) FIm i, R sua - e e B
A 8 | RS qediE ¥ | qmRh o aR o gt dor i & FRor aRah 1 0 gt §-ae A Freprerd iRy |
et & % R i ¥ o v ‘ o
S S dd TR | DU OIS e 8 I Sieret Uia G §¢ v faeatl- ereioids oer o
o QR (55) | s e o e | 3 s Rl s & R o
PRRARIE ¥ vl Y B DIgBR 31 4l § W 9 UgY WA | maﬁmﬁmmaﬁmﬁgﬁm#aﬁw
T o T | iukan | oo i 283 1 s
T @8, A R TR T i T I B
Rrgrefm 7 9t dedier % B4 mmaﬁsﬂ%aﬁmmﬁmwm ORI TR | 2 ¥ &1 991 08 Bl & T £ % 8
e o FAARANE | g el dE W 31 & IR W A DL 8 R AT GaRS g3 3R 2 3 TN 0o |
AT TR E TR FITY
A TR AN daR AR F1 ¥g AR § g A T A T RERE T FARTER AR U F 3 F T H SH
JreA A AR THE TG R R  Forwimr & g st 24 W F AR AT A e e o st 6 AR
) o o T faR A % SR s A mA AR gl A v ¥ U % A T TR F 91 T3 ) I eI
Sl AR TR FRE TR e 7 ¥t FimaE el s RS et Rera A )



/
i

News item/letter/article/editorial published on/ﬁ gy D009 _in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Aaj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)t_—— Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

ORI etelt et TR TeTeT siied

20 fafl oid a1 o B T qE8 W Fehel ¢ S
3egrcel medl di o, Al e 35 7 e el o iR AR A A 1
'_ | B o 2 o 3 SRR A Y ok s R 1

¢ et @ it . e o T Bl S AR AR AW & i 3 forg B el @
g WA 4 SH J wF [ A S ol & EETEE AR ¥1 A 3 53 e et 3

A WS A ST A
AR & O F0 T H
¥ FR WU IR FR W
fersTets| & 7 5[ FI SR
S Stk o o & AR
I HO| FAEMEETE § A

2P T RIS A AT TR Feal Fehoret & IR
31 A DR BT DY IR R Igad 3 Feweww b
B TITER R IR Eeis dee & feesres R @
TR AN R g R e aiwer 3R e
eren R el Mg g B A St o g s b el

qra fAffa wemn sy W e R o SR T TR o A % w fane

SEEA ) | SO0 T 80 TR W G W el HUT IR H
TRT Y Y00 A H Fovd OO O RN A TS ool YoE Sgd A B i i g o & e wg{&nqawﬁ%%rﬁgé

7% F T efes T W A o A Y fod W H I He 20 e s gpaw o fgmale g Tt wden HAn S

F9 1457 FASTWH GE  JENERAH F T 71 H 3R 3.7 Fhaldiet 9IS 39 a1 HE F R Fefum w0

JTE A TN TN H T TG H I PR oM A A WA N T QR A W few AW Afergen) § 3 FRIER R

i ST 2006 F @ Tl TERI TG MRA YA E B W 42 AMER  gEA H H® K AR @ fw o 1 el | == H3




News item/letter/article/editorial published on// Bf (’ ‘)- ‘95/4 in the

Nav Bharat Tlmes (Hindi) \__—M.P.Chronicle

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

aﬁwﬁaﬁwaﬁﬁ%ww%

g e, g | W%mm:%r

N/t 30—
fooe et e saTEE AT
Z‘g?ﬁm‘%m“ﬁ
! TR

TR B TEIA T
#1 TR N A A v
% aRw IR ek T ¥
TR R R
T O F PO A A
NWWWWE@
ot afmd @ W
AT A DA
FH TR BE

o vy ¥ e W

W S, T R ‘Fi%
w7 Q9w A 8 ¥ T

A aj (Hindi)

indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

' %wwﬁaﬁwmﬁlﬂi aﬁ%né@m@ﬁiﬁwwﬁm’l
T N A I L on A g e T ¥R A ) swEe
T RS F R Raca W E ¥ s B Ris Y =,

T A F T FRIAFFEFASTHRIGT IR 3 Rt 7 wee 6 B
el i T R wRE I E FIRATI AN TR AG R 96 O U 8 e W9 R

E'G'ITCT |

mgnmamw'ma
a&awa%maﬁmgﬁam
ELEC
L A8 S : TR e @
' m%mmﬁe#w.
e S o TR B
vl BRI IR RRIR S SR
gl TRPFE IR
- A8, el M T F IR e
sﬁ@ﬁwm%lmmﬁa’
SRR R R
179 P T 4 A ARy
TR AR A A ARG
%lmﬁaﬂﬁiﬁtﬂamaﬂﬂr




Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune _
Hindustan (Hindi

News item/letter/article/editorial published on /AJ/ "f C D UC/( in the

Nav Bharat Tl es (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindji)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

3ETETS HEBIE of UfeeNsTon @t diofet e BiN a1et dea af 2t b foru dg @ oeer fSiddiere

3N &bIS o

o e | digm uita

IWES WHR 1 T &ha
Aferaror ¥ 7 & S aRArsTreT
FER ARG s =
¥ fT % =1 Forier sam &1
1y € wE ¥ i e W WA
T o A tfrRRor S et ok
ITET RN THF YR GIT HIT

B
IS THR A WA ETeie
e : T wER

TSI H e R e )
TN FE T ¢ o o SR

A % T R Fele
(AT ) g1 % Teeelt W
ﬁ‘a‘mﬁﬁ@r%lwﬁmﬁg@
FE el A FE T
ot T et ¥ s T
TR BN IR T RFe ST # aote
¥ Tk ¥ Yo e, de
TR T I WY WER

- eq I3 ¥ | AfFT H% F W/

ﬁrﬁm‘sﬁaﬁwwﬁtﬁﬂmw

F 19 R W R R
ygu T are (s
#Hopdt frrem oiR o s o 21

uftenren3it ue dhg @t
dioet, DI B SaaTe
JIEE & UgeTe fm & afaa
3Rfde Rig samol g it
Y IRe &1 T feuid F 22 .47
fepeindie odt War e
el 1 fop fem T & 1 59
wmﬂmq@ﬁm

qIaofe TUHIS 3m e
aﬂwmglmﬁaﬁmﬁ
B3 T4 ¢ oo 3 9/ A o sl
it & @ ufiiior o wopdl &
T4 3R 7 oW T forn T | O
1 o2 URASHI3 & cled SN @
forp foe & s m &1

TENUTSTefol drett heffare
SOl e Slew ae

ITEE PR+ R A par 2 fis
T P UGfi B arelt 41
3NN BT} B 48 B BT
% IO/ B | 574 & TR BT
FOIEd1 8, Ugelt 31fd Uqyur 3ok
areft 3R AP | HUR Iguur Tt §
B1eT aTelt ) UgHoT a1 3 180
So1EY! P BRI T3 IR G
T o & ey § Afey IR fepow
£ 1887 frteror oft fopan & | TSt
B Y foa & 7 50 9 e
| a1t ) Sieell PR oW @
e Ff T fpm S g &1

diloieo] @l UTeTol ofel
el diell 02 Sdfel

ROt & a1 W T R
el 81 5B 3R et

3T R 59 WWHR 7 20-
20 ETR BUY BT AT AT 7
o I IR THS

! B G&H QA UeH T B
fotu ew 3o & | T WPR A
U3 (R 3R G SRER
affe afsa o1 & | Famer afaf
I IR I Y fep R

fafi= =) R foofy fog & e
Tl Al & e Al
T 3R < uE Ter Bt 1 .




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 7‘)/?7 Q/// C
T

Hindustan Times in the
Statesman gﬁx'ESaKrat ":'im.es _(Hi[‘di) M.P.Chronicle
The Times of India (N.D.) et rind) Aaj (Hindi)

indian Express
Tribune\L—"
Hindustan (Hindi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Indian Nation

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

H¥ater level in reservoirs

"ﬁacross%%)untry.nosedlves
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. NEWDELELMAYES. ¥
; The Water Rasources Min
t istry is on tederhosksaeiey
- account of its CentruliWalil <
. Commission’s freshiistally::
; pointing to a eontinuqus
decline in the water levelin -
country’s 91 major reger- .
voirs. Though several parts
' of the country receivedspo-  It's just 17% of storage capacity
::giuif;e;}:i;o;" tehe: ;,::E # The watter level in major reservoirs across the country is 26816
ending May 26 said the BCM, whichis 17 peroentofthelrtotalgtoragecapacuty
water level in varidus reser- ® The level was 55 per cent of the storage during the cor--
voirs had dipped to dis- responding period last year and 79 per cent of the aver-
turbingly low levels. age for the past 10 years
As per the study, the 4 —— :
. water level in these reser- these reservoirs. period was 29 per cent.
s voirs is 26.816 BCM, which ~  The states in the northern = Thus, the storage during
is 17 per cent of their total region in which six of these the current year is less
1 storage capacity. The level reservoirs are located than that during the corre-
. was 55 per cent of the stor- include Punjab, Himachal = sponding period last year
; age during the correspon- Pradesh and Rajasthan. and the average storage for
. ding period last year and These have total live stor- the past 10 years.
1 79 per cent of the average age capacity of 18.01 BCM, Similar is the trend in the
; ' ' but the storage availability reservoirs  across  the

sources said the trend was
grave in context of 37 of

cent of'total storagésugaci-t

a$ per the latest study is
only 3.91 BCM, which is 22
per éent of their total live

the average storage for the
past 10 years during this

—————fl"

remaining regions: Eastern,
Western, Central and South-
ern. The fall in the storage

storage capacity. level is being:attributed to

.1 ty of 253.388 BCM atinat-- The storage during the the weak monsoon over the
¢ ed to have been creatddin _corresponding period last. past consecutive  three
.‘the country. Ministry year was 43 per cent, while years. The situation has

aggravated this year due to
early and intense summer.
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MP Trlbal bulld m thout govt aid

Neeraj Santoshi
= lotters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The rains are alwayq,
welcome, but these tribals
drought-hit Betul distr,
Madhya Pradesh have a

reason to breathlessly a the

onset of the monsoon t; |

For the past five mggths,
30 to 35 Korku tribals from
Markhandhana village have
been toiling tirelessly every day
to construct a check dam over
the Mandu Kheda stream. The
structure - measuring 40 metres
in length and 16 feet in height - is
almost ready, and the ‘builders’
cannot wait to see it fill up with
water once the rains start.

The tribals planned, designed
and constructed the dam without
any aid from the government.
“For Korku tribals, life means jal,
jungle aur zameen (water, forests
and land)... We have been battling

but also to plant trees in nearby forest.

drought and water shortage for
many years now, and the govern-
ment didn’t seem keen on help-
ing. So we decided to construct
the check dam on our own,” said
Sumar Lal Korku, a tribal from
Markadhana village who was in
the forefront of the project.

The Korkus are‘a sched-
uled tribe found primarily in
the Betul, Harda, Khandwa,
Burhanpur and Chhindwara
districts of Madhya Pradesh.

According to Sumar Lal, the
project will resolve many prob-
lems faced by tribals in the area.

“The check dam will provide
water for our cattle as well as
bathing and washing activities.
It will also be used to water fruit
trees in the region and make our
forests richer,” he said.

Activist Anurag Modi, who
has been working in Betul for
over a decade now, praised the
tribals for taking the initiative
to improve the water situation in
the area. “The tribals will use the
water not only for their personal
needs but also to grow trees in
the nearby forest, where they
have planted more than 9,000
trees over the years,” he said.

Sumar Lal and his friends
are also digging a 40-foot-deep
well in the village. “They have
dug five to six feet till now, and
are going strong. The well will
provide drinking water to the
residents of Markhandhana,”
said Betul-based tribal activist
Rajendra Gadwal.
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MUSSOORIE, MAY 28 '
One person was killé

to Kedarnath.

Pawan Kumar said.

been reportedly buried in
mud while several roads in
Ghansali and Chamyali have
been blocked by debris, mak-
ing rescue and search opera-
tions difficult for the Tehri
district administration,
Several pilgrims on their
way to Gangotri and Kedar-
nath have reportedly been
stranded. The reports of sev-
eral cattle and sheep buried

3

heavy rains triggered a cHE 54
‘ buxstin'theGhansa]iareao .

; ’Ibhndlsmatodaydmnagng
a number of houses in.the
Balganga valley and disrupt-
ing Char Dhaam Yatra leaving
hundreds of pilgrims strand-
ed along Lambgaon, Kotal-
gaon and Chamiala en-route

Vipul, 15, was swept away by
a flood of mud and slush
brought on by the cloudburst in
Sarna Raunsal village, neigh-
bmm'ngKerm'a,(Hlansa]iSHO

" More than 200 houses and
100 cattle and sheep have

The devastation caused by a

alive at Silyara Gangar, Kem-
ravillages are also pouring in.
Brightland School at Bahe-
da village in- Ghansali was
buried under debris. Forty-
nately, no student was
and the school wa closed.
Chief Development Officer,
Tehri, Dr Ahmed Igbal had

Covering L., YIS

ged | Char D

Cloudburst wreaks havoe

Lkilled, 200 houses dama

TR

\

tin Ghansali, Uttarakh.d, on Satu

directed a team led by the
SDM, Ghansali, along with a
search and rescue team, to
Tush to the spot and try to
handle the situation without
delay. Sources said the team,
led by SDM Vinod Kumar,
hadto travel 15 km on foot as
the road was damaged after
the ¢loudburst. The team

ham Yatra disrupted | Ca

L o j

reached the affected villages

. after walking for two hours.

Vinod Kumar said the
Ghansali-Akhodi road along
with the Ghansali-+
Budakedar road was closed
due to mud strewn on the
road following heavy rain,
Several vehicles were stuck
in the mud and boulders,

ii“id\Ukhand ~

ttle b_uried alive in Tehri

The SDM said revenue and
SDRF teams were trying to
assess the damage.

Meanwhile, residents of the
affected villages have said
more than dozen goats,
sheep, cattle etc are believed
to have been buried in the
mud that entered the house,

" (With agency inputs)

\




News item/letter/articie/editorial published on

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

in the

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

/57/6

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindji)

The Times of India (A)

Blitz

3

P T o

w

. w3

Chlna offers to bring artificial
' rainin drought-hit Maharashtra

fieially induce rain in
affected regions. K
Cloud seeding, a te

lsusedmfomuambyexﬂxerusﬁg
artilleries tofive shells containifg
rain-inducing chemicals into the
cloud cover or by dropping the sald
chemicalsfrom an aircraft. A team
of top meteorological scientists
from Beijing, Shanghaiand Anhui
are in Mumbai to study drought
patterns in Maharashtra, where
the first such project is likely to
be implemented.

The offer to share the technol-
ogy free of cost was made during
Communist Party of China’s
(CPC) Shanghai secretary, Han -
Zheng’s visit to India earlier this -
month. During a meeting with
Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, Han offered Chinese
assistance in mitigating the
drought situation in the state. The
offer attains significance because
China has historically not been
keen on sharing this technology

e

Covering L., YIS

WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING?
It is the process of spreading
either dry ice or more common- _
ly silver iodide aerosols into

the upper part.of clouds to

A try to stimulate the precipita-

tion process, am! ferm rain

" used to fire shall§ @
cloud coveror the

CHINA STARTED its dloud-
seeding programme in1958 i+
, based on rain formation theory:
bySwedtshsdenﬁstTor e

MODIFYING THE CLIMATE
5

* ofthe 2,900 counties have

1 billion tonnes of water was
1 released as a result of
doud-seeding projects

‘i

AW
P

already conducted cloud-seed-
ing projects. Over the past
decade alone, roughly 490

- seloped cloud-seeding programmes but

only a fe

~%hina has been using cloud
diling since 1958 to not only
alter weather conditions but also
clear air pollution. The process was
famously implemented in the run-
up to the 2008 Beijing Olympics to
clear the city’s notorious smogand
ensure weeks of “clear blue sky”.
However, it remains to be seen

-7 high costs and environmental fears

how effective the technique will
be in India. Cloud seeding works
best when precipitationlevelsareat
least normal. In 2009, excess cloud
seeding over Beijing resulted in
more than usual snowfall that
triggered an unexpected cold wave.
Expertsalsowarnof secondary air
and water pollution as an outcome
of chemicals used in the process.
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Security tightened at
Haryana canal

o

'%%

supplying water to Delhi

CHANDIGARH: With the Jat

community threatening to. .
launch a fresh agitation for "%
‘reservation, secmty VHaS

sons, was 2 p‘sed in
Sonepat, thdi“ilong with
Rohtak had been the epi-
centre of the Jat quota agita-
tion earlierthis year, official
sources said.

While central forces
were deployed in many sen-
sitive “districts across the
State, security has been
strengthened at Munak ca-
nal, the sources said.

Protesters had disrupted
water supply to the national
capital by damaging the
Carrier-Lined Channel

(CLC) of Munak Canal dur-

ing February’s agitation.

Sedition case

Haryana Finance Minis-
ter Capt Abhimanyu had on
Saturday said the govern-
ment would not allow the
recurrence-of a similar sit-
uation in the State,

Two days back, a sedition

case was registered against -

Jat Sangharsh Samiti chief
Yashpal Malik and 125 oth-
ers for allegedly threaten-
ing peace and communal
harmony in Haryana by in-

b eople to launcha

(mﬂnmoved by the FiRs
‘registered against many Jat
leaders, Mr Malik has main-
tained they would go ahead
with their stir on June 5,
which will begin after a
meeting in Hisar district.
Jat community - leaders
from several States includ-
. ing Haryana, Punjab, Rajas-
than and U. P. would be par-
ticipating in the meeting
next Sunday. : :

‘!'olice bems misused"

.sfhe Samiti leaders have

FLgprce to suppress
b (ti to freedom of
ression.
ﬂ::p week, Punjab
a High Court
- had stayed the reservation
for Jats and five other com-
munities provided by the
Haryana government under
a newly carved Backward

Classes (BC) category.

Thirty people were killed
and .property worth hun-
dreds of crores of rupees
was destroyed during the
violent agitation in Febru-
ary this year. -- PTI
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Water level in re$ervoirs
across country nosedives

Ravi S SINGH

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 29

The Water Resources Min-
istry is on tenterhooks on
account of its Central Water
Commission’s fresh study
pointing to a continuous
decline in the water level in
country’s 91 major reser-

" voirs. Though several parts

of the country received spo-
radic rain this week, the
measurement for the week
ending May 26 said the
water level in various reser-
voirs had dipped to dis-
turbingly low levels.

As per the study, the
water level in these reser-
voirs is 26.816 BCM, which
is 17 per cent of their total
storage capacity. The level
was 55 per cent of the stor-
age during the correspon-
ding period last year and
79 per cent of the average
for the past 10 years.

The total storage capacity
of the reservoirs is 157.799

"BCM, which is about 62 per

cent of total storage capaci-
ty of 253.388 BCM estimat-
ed to have been created in
the country. Ministry
sources said the trend was
grave in context of 37 of

It’s just 17% of storage capacity

u The water levelin major reservoirs across the country is 26.816
BCM, which is 17 per cent of their total storage capacity

B The level was 55 per cent of the storage during the cor-
responding period last year and 79 per cent of the aver-

age for the past 10 years

these reservoirs.

The states in the northern
region in which six of these
reservoirs are located
include Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
These have total live stor-
age capacity of 18.01 BCM,
but the storage availability
as per the latest study is
only 3.91 BCM, which is 22
per cent of their total live
storage capacity.

The storage during the
corresponding period last
year was 43 per cent, while
the average storage for the
past 10 years during this

period was 29 per cent.
Thus, the storage during
the current year is less
than that during the corre-
sponding period last year
and the average storage for
the past 10 years.

Similar is the trend in the
reservoirs  across  the
remaining regions: Eastern,
Western, Central and South-
ern. The fall in the storage
level is being attributed to
the weak monsoon over the
past consecutive -three
years. The situation has
aggravated this year due to
early and intense summer.
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IMD to prepare state-wise
monsoon forecast from 2017

NEW DELHI: India Meteorological
Department (IMD) will start
giving state-specific monsoon
forecast from next year. “IMD
will start making state-wise
monsoon forecast from 2017
apart from zone-wise predic-
tion,” Union minister for earth
sciences Harsh Vardhan said,

Secretary in the ministry of
earth sciences, M Rajeevan, said
from 2018-19, it will be extended
to include other seasons,

“The National Monsoon
Mission has been approved. It's a
400 crore project. Dynamicmodel
isbeing introduced now. Bigcom-
puters have already been installed,
the programmes have been putin
place. From next year, we will start
a spatial model. We will start giv-
ing monthly models. These are
in advanced stages. There is a
detailed plan to take it to the block

?TW@TH o"HO’lQi\m’/ T crrETdy
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in many places on Sunday.

level innext 2.3 years,” he said, The
IMD currently gives zone-specif-
ic daily monsoon forecast during
the season for northwest, cen-
tral India, southern peninsula
and east and northeast regions.

= Revellers at a beach in Kochi, The state recorded heavy rainfall

PTI

The ministry has launched the
National Monsoon Mission with
avision to develop a state-of-the-
art dynamic prediction system
for monsoon rainfall on different
time scales. PTI
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Rain cools down

Delhl

thunderstorm likely today

HT Correspondent
# hioportershindistaimes.com

NEW DELH): Overnight rain in the
city brought the mercury down
on Sunday and the maximum
temperature was recorded as
36.7 degrees Celsius, four degrees
below normal.

The minimum temperature was
recorded as 24 degrees Celsius, three
degreesbelownormal

Safdarjung observatory
received 0.4 mm rainfall till 8.30am,
while Palam, Ridge and Aaya
Nagar recorded 3.2mm, 0.4mm
and 3mm rainfall, respectively The
Safdarjung observatory’s readings
are considered official for the city.

Humidity oscillated between
79% and 43%.

According to the weatherman,
Delhi will see a thunderstorm and
a squall on Monday as well.

The sky will be partly cloudy
on Monday. A dust storm and a
thunderstorm, accompanied by
a squall, are likely to occur. The
ture are likely to hover between
37 and 26 degrees Celsius,” said a
Met official.

In Dethi, usually, the last week
of May is the hottest time of the

The coming two days
are also expected
to see light rain, but the
end of the week will see
temperatures soar again.

MET OFFICIAL
I

summer. This summer, however,
has been different.

The temperature at Safdarjung
hit a high of 44 degrees Celsiuson
May 2 this year. That was the hot-
testsofar

Last year, the temperature
touched 45.5 degrees Celsius on
May 25. It was the hottest of the
summer of 2015.

According to the weatherman,
the city has been witnessing light
rain and dust storms continuously
for the past week. This has brought
down temperatures in the city.

“Rain in the hills of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand have
had an impact on the tempera-
tures in Delhi. The coming two
days are also expected to see light
rain, but the end of the week will
seete “atures soar again,” said
aMeto. '
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SC panél inspects
Mullaperiyar dam

RECORDING READINGS: The inspection is a routine exercise
ahead of monsoon. — fiLE PHOTO

STAFF REPORTER in case of an emergency.
(The water level touched
THENE: Led by Central Water 142 feet in Mullaperiyar
Commission Executive En- dam in the early hours of
gineer Umberji Harish Gir- December 7,2015.)
ish, the five-member sub- Water level in the dam on
committee constituted by Friday stood at 110.8 feet
the Supreme Court-ap- with aninflow of 100 cusecs
pointed High Power Super-  in the morning.
visory Panel for Mullaperi- The entire inflow was
yar dam, inspected the discharged into the Periyar
main dam, the spillway and  to meet the drinking water
the baby dam on Friday. needs of southern districts.
After noting down the The committee members
readings, including the - Kerala Irrigation Depart-
quantum of inflow, dis- ment Executive Engineer
charge and seepage and George Daniel and Tamil
storage level in the main Nadu PWD Madurai Divi-
and baby dams, the com- sion Executive Engineer A.
mittee checked the condi- Madhavan and Sub-Divi-
tion of spillway shutters sional Officer (in-charge)
and operated sevenofthem.  Sam Irvin - accompanied
Seepage was at 184 litres the chairman.

per hour, which was below The committee did not
the average level, the mem-  convene its regular meeting
bers said. in the evening as it decided ||

They described the in- todiscussall theissues at its
spection as a routine exer- next meeting.
cise. When the southwest The panel chairman
monsoon sets in over Kera-  L.AV. Nathan is due for re-
la, inflow into the dam is tirement and the Supreme
bound to increase. Court will appoint a new

The spillway shutters head. The opinion of the .
should be in a good condi- new government in Kerala
tion to maintain the permit-  was needed to take the next
ted level of 142 feet in the course of action, officials
dam and must be operable  said.
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Report

he gradual flooding of
I the Statue of Liberty.
: The city of Venice slowly
collapsing into its canals.
Stonehenge eroding under the
forces of extreme weather.

Images like these, familiar
from Hollywood climate-cata-
strophe thrillers, were evoked
by a joint report, released
Thursday by Unesco, the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Pro-
grammeand the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, that detailed
the threat climate change
could pose to World Heritage
sites on five continents.

Adam Markham, the deputy
director for climate and energy
at the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists and the report’s lead au-
thor, said that while many of
the sites were bound to be af-
fected by factors including a
risein sea levels, intense storms
and wildfires, planning could

goa long way toward protect-
ing them.

"Ttisavery tough challenge,
but if we recognise the scale of
the problem -- and I don't think
most people realize how big it
is or how fast the changes are
coming - then I think there is
alotwe can do,” he said.

The report highlights 31sites
in 29 countries that have al-
ready felt some impact from
climate change, including weli-
known tourist destinations like
Easter Island and Yellowstone
National Park. It was drawn
from peer-reviewed science lit-
erature, technical reports and
local experts, as well as domes-
tic evaluations of the sites pre-
pared for the World Heritage
Committee.

Although the report empha-
sises the importance of the re-
cent Paris climate accord,
Markham said that emissions
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already affecting the climate
are likely to create "a lot of
change and impact.”

"We don't have enough re-
sources to save every threat-
ened asset,” he said. "Can we
save every lighthouse thatis on
an eroding cliff? Probably not.
So there are going to have to
be hard choices made in every
country.”

Thirteen listed heritage sites
were examined in comprehen-
sive case studies intended to
demonstrate the way climate
change has already had an im-
pact. In a study of the Statue of
Liberty, for instance, the effects
of Hurricane Sandy, which sci-
entists have shown were exac-
erbated by a rise in the sea lev-
el, are explored at length.

Rebecca Beavers, the coastal
adaptation coordinator of the
National Park Service, who
helps the agency plan for the
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impact of climate change and
was an adviser on the report,
said the damage to the facilities
and infrastructure at the Statue
of Liberty from the 2012 storm
had precipitated a new focus
on how best to contend with
extreme weather.

"I'think that it's important to
recognise that adaptation is
continuous change," Beavers
said. "It's not isolated action;
it's not a single step. It really is
aprocess.”

The report includes a series
of recommendations for gov-

of warming disasters

ernment agencies, the tourism
industry and heritage site
managers. It emphasises that
the sites themselves represent
a trove of historical informa-
tion on human responses to
extreme weather and that the
archaeological data they hold
could help guide policymak-
ers.

Markham, who is British, -
said he personally was very up-
set about what was happening
to Skara Brae, a 5,000-year-
old Neolithic settlement that
is one of many sites off the
coast of Scotland at risk from
coastal erosion.

"This is the famous one,
which I've never seen and I
want to be able to see, but 1
care about all of those sites,”
he said. "For me, that is my
cultural heritage, dlsappear-
ing into the ocean."

The New York Times
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An erosion-hit area at Kabu sapori at Jonai in Dhemayi district, on Friday. - UB Photos
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Rain keeps mercury
down in several parts

NEW DELHI, PTE Rain and
thunderstorms kept the mer-
cury near normal levels in sev-
eral parts of the-country even
as parts of Odisha and Ra-
. jasthan recorded a maximum
I
: in excess of 40 degrees.
Hirakud and Malkangiri in
Odisha recorded the maxi-
mum temperature in the coun-
try at 44 degrees Celsius each.
Rain or thunderstorm oc-
' curred at isolated places over
Himachal Pradesh, West Ra-
jasthan, East Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir,

andKerala, an IMD report said.

In the national capital, the
maximum temperature was
recorded at 41.2 degrees, a
notch above the season’s aver-
age, a Met department official
said.

Mumbai, Kolkam and Chen-
nai recorded a maximum of
34.8, 35.7, and 40.6 degrees,
respectively.

Light rain or thundershower
at isolated places over eastern
Uttar Pradesh brought down
the temperature, where Jhansi
was the hottest place at 42.5
degrees.
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Six die in Uttarakhand cloudbursts, rain brings mercury down in many States
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Weatherman has forecast rain or thundershowers in most parts of West Bengal for the next two days

Cloudbursts claimed six lives in Uttarakhand’s Tehri and Uttarkashi districts while there were scattered rains in other States, Odisha and
Bihar, bringing down the mercury.

A child died in Uttar Pradesh’s Bijnore district as a wall fell on him during rains and thundershower. Isolated areas in the eastern part of the
State received heavy rains.

There were light overnight rains in the national Capital too which led to a significant drop in the mercury. The city recorded a maximum
temperature of 36.7 degrees Celsius, four notches below the season’s average.

The Safdarjung observatory, reading of which is considered as the official figure for the city, received 0.4 mm rainfall till 8-30 a.m.

The MeT department forecast partly cloudy sky in Delhi on Monday. Duststorm and thunderstorm, accompanied by squall, is likely to occur.

The maximum temperatures in other three metropolitan cities of Kolkata, Chennai and Mumbai were 36.1, 40.3, 35.4 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

In Rajasthan, isolated places of Jaipur division received light rains in the last 24 hours.

Churu, recording a maximum of 43.2 degrees Celsius, was the hottest, followed by Sriganganagar which recorded a high of 42.7 degrees
Celsius, the MeT department said.

Dust storm accompanied with light rains are expected to occur at isolated areas in the State during the next 24 hours.

Moderate to heavy rains lashed a few places in Haryana and Punjab following which maximum temperatures on Sunday dropped sharply.
Chandigarh recorded a maximum of 33.2 degrees Celsius, down six notches against normal.

In Uttarakhand four persons, including three women, were swept away in incidents of mudslide when a series of cloudbursts hit several
villages in Chinyalisaur at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. on Saturday, SDM Vijay Nath Shukla said.

The body of 14-year-old Bharti, of Kireth village, who was swept away by waters following the cloudburst on Saturday was recovered on
Sunday from Kothiyaada village in Tehri district, another official said.

A 15-year-old boy was killed on Saturday as cloudbursts in Ghansali area damaged hundreds of houses in over half a dozen villages of
Balganga Valley in the State.

In Uttar Pradesh, Priyanshu (11), who had come to his maternal grandparents’ home in Bijnore, was killed when a wall of the house fell on
him following heavy rains.

The State witnessed light to moderate rains and thundershowers at a few places while isolated areas of its eastern parts received heavy rains
and thundershowers. Banda recorded a maximum temperature of 43.8 degrees Celsius, the highest in U.P.

However, intense heatwave continued unabated in western Odisha, while in the coastal belt of the State the mercury dropped considerably
following rainfall in some places.

The maximum temperature in Bhubaneswar dropped to 34.7 degrees Celsius from Saturday’s 38.8 degrees Celsius, the MeT office said,
adding the State capital received about 7.9 mm rains.

Rains lashed isolated parts of Bihar. Its capital Patna received 32.8 mm rainfall, while Gaya, recording a maximum temperature of 38 degrees

Celsius, was the hottest place in the State.

The weatherman has forecast rain or thundershowers in most parts of West Bengal for the next two days as day temperatures remained
normal or below average in the State on Monday.

In the Northeast, isolated places of Assam and Meghalaya are “very likely” to receive heavy rains in the next 24 hours, while Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, may witness thunder squall. - PTI

Printable version | May 30, 2016 4:08:07 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/six-die-in-uttarakhand-cloudbursts-
rain-brings-mercury-down-in-many-states/article8664468.ece
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The bodies of evidence in Punjab

e Vikas Vasudeva

The Hindu
Arduous task: "In absence of any proper institutionalised mechanism to retrieve corpses, private divers are the only hope for families.”
Relatives of a missing person look for some trace of the their loved one. Photo: Akhilesh Kumar

Is a reported spike in corpse sightings at a sluice gate along the Bhakra main line canal linked to rising agrarian distress in the Malwa
region? The jury is still out, and the State government refuses to wade into it

If anything perfectly captures the cradle of the country’s Green Revolution and its extensive network of canal-fed irrigation, it is the blue-
green waters of the Sutlej flowing through the Bhakra main line canal. The 164-km channel, with a carrying capacity of 12,455 cusecs and
built between 1950 and 1954, supplies water to Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan. Just where it branches off into Rajasthan and Haryana,
however, the scenes at a sluice gate convey what many think is the underside of the success story — the rise in rural distress. Over a dozen
people are craning their necks for a better view of the gushing water. They are looking for their missing kin here.

The sluice gate in Khanauri-Kalan village in Sangrur, and the siphon in Padarth Khera village in adjoining Haryana, are where a number of
bodies are getting washed up. The sight of dogs dragging away the mutilated bodies and feeding on them is not uncommon.

“My elder brother Balwinder Singh is missing... We found his clothes near the canal in Sirhind and immediately rushed to Khanauri in search
of him,” says Paramjit Singh from Khanna-Khurd village in Ludhiana, sitting in a small shed overlooking the canal near the sluice gate, which
has ‘missing’ posters pasted all over. “He was the breadwinner of the family... for the past few months he was in some sort of tension, but he
never shared it with us. Our livelihood is based on farming, but the returns have been falling,” adds Mr. Paramjit, who has been in Khanauri
for more than five days with a friend.

In search of bodies

People come to Khanauri from Ropar, Fatehgarh Sahib, Patiala and Sangrur, the districts through which the canal passes. With the
government not doing its bit, the local Sahara Charitable Trust has built a rest house for visiting families and local gurdwaras provide them
food. There’s not even a mortuary here, a long-standing demand of both locals and visiting family members.

In absence of any proper institutionalised mechanism to retrieve corpses, private divers — operating without proper kits and charging
anywhere between Rs.5,000 and Rs.15,000 — are the only hope for families. “There’s not a single day when I don’t see another corpse in this
canal. In fact, in the past two-three months I have been sighting two-three human bodies daily,” says Ashu Malik, a Khanauri-based diver
who has been recovering bodies for over 25 years. “Besides, many bodies go unnoticed because they are submerged or they pass the barrage at
night.”

In 2012 the Punjab and Haryana High Court directed the State government to install underwater cameras in the Bhakra canal above the
Khanauri Headworks to spot bodies, but the cameras are yet to be installed. However, the Sahara trust has helped erect around 20 floodlights
and 13 CCTV cameras at the gate and main canal for better sighting.

Looking the other way

The police station is hardly a few hundred metres away from the canal’s sluice gate, but the men in khaki are reluctant to retrieve these bodies
due to long-drawn procedures and legal tangles in case of unidentified bodies, say locals, and also because the onus is then on them for
cremating the dead, lodging a report and settling jurisdiction. Kuldeep Singh, sarpanch of Khanauri-Khurd village, claims that although the
police adopt due process for the bodies that are claimed or identified, many unidentified bodies are either not fished out or are thrown back
into the canal. “The police let many corpses float away into Rajasthan and Haryana,” he alleges.

The police rubbish the allegations. “Whenever a body is sighted necessary action is taken by the police,” insists Senior Superintendent of
Police, Sangrur, Pritpal Singh. “Even underwater cameras were installed, but they were damaged by stones and mud that come with the flow
of water,” he adds. “We maintain a record. Between April 2015 and March 2016 we have recovered 29 bodies... there’s no truth to two-three
sightings a day,” says Baljeet Singh, the Khanauri Station House Officer. He, however, concedes that there is always a chance that bodies
which are not sighted could cross the barrage and flow downstream. “We’ve had a police post near the canal since 2014, and just few months
back we’ve posted four policemen for round-the clock vigil and to assist families of victims,” he added. It’s another matter that no policeman
was seen manning the ‘post’ for almost four hours.

The spike in corpse sightings during the past two-three months has raised concern among local NGOs, human right activists and agriculture
experts, who link it to agrarian distress along the stretch of canal in the Malwa region, the epicentre of farmer suicides in the State.

Also read: ‘Punjab overstayed in agriculture’

Rural suicides

A survey by the Baba Nanak Educational Society, a Sangrur-based NGO that runs a rescue-and-revival project for families of suicide victims,
revealed that the Lehra, Andana, Sunam blocks (Sangrur), Patran block (Patiala), Budhlada block (Mansa) and four villages in neighbouring
Haryana have witnessed as many as 2,342 rural suicides from the late 1990s to 2015. “A majority of these suicides were of farmers and farm
labourers who had taken loans from moneylenders. In many cases multiple suicides have taken place in the same family,” says Surjit Singh,
field officer of the NGO.

Surveys jointly conducted by the Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana, Punjabi University, Patiala and Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar for the period 2000-2010 show that more than 7,000 farmers and agricultural labourers committed suicide in the State due to
agrarian distress and indebtedness. The surveys also revealed that nearly 34 per cent of the victims chose canals to commit suicide. A PAU
report on the two districts worst hit, Sangrur and Bathinda, had put the farmer suicide figure at 1,757 between 2000 and 2008. Senior PAU

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/farmers-suicide-the-bodies-of-evidence-in-punjab/article8656464.ece?css=print

12


http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/vikas-vasudeva/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/green-revolution-is-not-a-revolution/article6777277.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/leak-of-probe-letter-sparks-furore-in-punjab-haryana-hc/article4112580.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/punjab-overstayed-in-agriculture-lakhwinder-singh/article8656465.ece

5/31/2016

The bodies of evidence in Punjab - The Hindu

economist Sukhpal Singh, who authored the report, says 1,288 (73.3 per cent) farmers committed suicide primarily due to indebtedness.

Inderjit Singh Jaijee, a human rights activist and the convener of Movement Against State Repression, has even taken up the issue of floating
unidentified bodies with the National Human Rights Commission, following which on March 13, the NHRC directed the Punjab government
to file a report on the issue.

“Local villagers and private divers have been sighting 30-45 bodies on average every month, but now this number is rising, which should not
be ignored. Recovery of all bodies from the canal is important not only as a humanitarian step, but will also help give a clearer picture of all
deaths by unnatural causes in Punjab,” says Mr. Jaijee. “The bodies ought to be disposed of in a dignified manner. The insensitivity of those at
the helm of affairs reflects their mindset about the problems faced by the people,” says Lakhwinder Singh, professor of economics at the
Punjabi University.

Even if one were to dispute the numbers at the Khanauri barrage, the fact is that Bhakra main line canal comprises only 159 km of Punjab’s
14,500-km-long canal system. If so many sightings were reported from just the Bhakra, it’s anybody’s guess what the number of bodies
floating down all canals in Punjab might be.

vikas.vasudeva@thehindu.co.in
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