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Govt aga‘inst dams that

interrupt Ganga flow

Vistwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Construction of
any new damacross the Ganga
may aow be verydifficult. Con-
sidering existing dams tobe a
majorhindrance foitsongoing
river cleaning efforts, the
Tinfon water resources minis-
try has instructed the Central
Water Commission (CWC) not
to give s nod for any new dam
if it does not ensure uninter
rupted flow of waten

The missive to CWC fol
lows the government's asser
tion that it does not want any
obsiacle in the way of isdead:
line to clean the river streich
along 11 major fowns/cities,
inchuding Haridwar, Kanpur,
Alanabad, Varanasi, Paina
and Kolkata, in the next three
VEAPS, Making her intent on

| am/cmu,

Panel report to

CLEAN SWEEP

» Uma Bharati had written
0 environment ministry in
February, seeking expert
advice on construction of
dams which might chstruct
efforts to clean Ganga

» ovt plans to clean Ganga
along L1 major towns\cithes,
including Harfdwar, Kanpur,
Aliahabad, Varanasi, Paina
and Kolkata, in three years

dams ¢lear, Union water re-
sources and Ganga rejuvena
fion minister Uma Bharati
disclosed the ministry's
ingtructiontothe CWC during
a meeting with UP officials in
Allahabad on Monday,

» Panel to guide govt, P13

decide

the fate of new dams

Vishwa Molan@timesgroup.com

. New Defhi; The Union water

resources ministry's insirue

| tiontotheCentral Water Com-

mission (CWC) not to approve

' any new dam on the Ganga if

it dops not ensure unintel
rupted flow of water hascome

! atatime when an expert pan-

el, set up by the government,

nas been studying the impact

of existing and proposed

dams on the flow of the riven
i 'Thepanel’sreport is expectad

to be taken as aguide to takea

final call on fate of any new

Comering b, Vi

} damontheriver

Bharti haslongbeen pitch
ingformaintaininge-flow (ec
ological flow) of the river as
any effort to clean the river
may not show resulis if is
natural flow is chsirtcted.
Water storage/withdrawal by
dams, however, invariably af
forte the flow of the river,

making it vulneralile
The minister had earlier
in February even written to
the Union environmeni min
ister Prakash Javadekar over
the issue, requesting him fo
Heep in mingd experts’ advice
while faking 2 final ealt over
the darm issueas it is essential
to maintain continuous flow
of water of the river to Keep
the Gangaf{clean).
Bharti‘sministryispartic-
ularly against the six Pro-
posed hydro power projects n
Uttarakhand which, itthinks,
would severely affect the e
flow of the Ganga. She had
even suggested taking the so-
farenergyrouteinabigwayto
meet eleciricity demand in
case the government decides
against allowing new hydro-
power projects on the upper
reachesof the Ganga.
Forthefulireport, logonio
wipw.timesofindia.com
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ARING IT UP Studies show 8 litres of water is
ted for every 2 litres purified using a Reverse
msts filter, also it drains out essential minerals

C

vater harvesting:
olicy and

studies

e SR |

Malliza Joshi and Hitam Halder

= htreportersBhindustantimes.com

NEVW DELHE: For many, Reverse Osmosts
water purifiers are a lifeline. Even as
their popularity grows, the system is
seping an egual pumber of naysayers
as weil,

Huge amount of wastage, mited
ways of reusing the wasle water, sus-
pecied health problems and other con-
cerns have made a large proportion
of the pecple guestion the efficacy of
these purifiers.

According to studies, around 80% of
water pumped through an RO systom s
wasted in domestic use.

This means thaf 8 litres
of water will be wasted
| to get 2 litre of purified
i wafer.
! The National Green
t Tribunal {NGT) has
also aceepted a petifion
against the use of RO
purifiers at homes owing fo such mas-
sive loss. The matter will be heard again
inJuly

According 1o a survey condncted by
Jawzaharlal Nehru University scien-
tists, around four mugs of water willbe
wasted to get onemug of purified water

Published on April 25, 2615, in Current
Science, the survey report titled ‘Growth
of water purification technologies inthe
era of regulatory vacuum in India’, co-
authored by Saradindu Bhadur, Aviram
Sharma and Nazia Talat, states: “This
problem is more at the househeld level,
typically, becayse water pressure of
home-based purification machines is
much Iower compared to thelr industrial
connterparts. Occasionally, an RO purk-
fier wastes abont fourfifths (80%) of
fead water, and all this, most eertainly is
drained out. Also it requires electricity
tn function efficientiy”

“The popular frust on waler obiained

from RO purifieation isneither substan-
tiated nor backed by many scientific
reporis, either in India or abroad. This
new euphoria about RO doas not Keep in
mind that the suifability of a water purt-
fication iechnelogy depends on souree
water Water supplied by publicntilities
has been already treated for those impi-
rities that RO wants to purify and ‘over
treatment’ by RO ean actually harm
15 more than merely guenching onr
thirst,” it adds.

Water wastage is not the only case
seientists have made against RO puri-
fiers. A 2004 stindy by the World Health
Organization, authored by Frantisek
Kouzisek of the National Institinte of
Public Health, Czech Republic, stated
that demineralised water “has a definite
afverse influence on the animal and
uman organism”.

Seientists also say that the reverse
05mosis process removes 92.09% of ben-
eficial caleim and magnesium,

Kozigek's sindy points ont that the
Czech and 8lovak popnlations, who
began using reverse osmosis-based
systems for water treatment in homes
in 2606-2602, develeped health complhi-
pations indicative of magnesinm and
galeinm deficiency These included car
diovaseular disorders, tiredness, weak-
ness and muscular cramps.

The study also states that deminer
alised water, when consumed, leaches
minerals from the body

As aresul, theminerals and vitaming
consumed through food are expelled
throngh urine.

The study also points onf that remin.
eralisation or adding minerals back to
the water may not work.

“Possidly none of e commonly
used ways of renineralisation conld
be considered optimu, since the
(domineralised) water does not contain
all of its beneficial components,” the
study states.

L I A T
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NEW DELME His petition at the
National Green Tribunal (NGTY
nronght back the much-needed
{oeus on Reverse Osmosts Water
Purifiers.

FFT spoke to Sharad Tewari, the
petitioner, about his reasons for
filing the petition and the effect he
thinks RO purifiers are going to
have in the long run.

What were your reasons behind

SHARALD TEWARI, founder of a Noida-hased NGO, Friends

$iting the petition?

Crver the past few years, | have been
observing the amonnt of water
being wasted in the domestic use of
RO plants in Noida alone.

1 started reading on the fopic and
it hecarmne clear that while wastage
of water was a big issue, it wasnot
the only one.

The missing role of the governt-
ment on providing clean water was
also one,

What are the figures on water wastage
in RO purifiers?

‘Govt should ensure potable water is available from taps’

According to most studies, 86% of
water that goes into RO purifieris
wasted.

The larger question is of hold-
ing the government responsible for
supplying clear drinking water {0
Bvervone,

Those who have the money can
install RO plants but what about
those who dox't have the means?

Government should ensure that
drinking water is available from the
tap. We also have to look at where
this fear psychosis abont dirty
water originated from.

COST OF BEING PURE

Around 80% of water Is wasted iy
treating water using RO purifiers
Which means

for every 2litres 8 litres of water

inafamily | 86 jitres

of 4 persons is wasted
 for 20 fitres

& ¢ fitterad

22

135 litres Amount of water that is
anough to meet a persen’s all reguire-
ments in a day, including bathing.

PROBLEMS

% Drinking demineralised water is harm- :
ful to health.

# Rejected waber from ROs can't be
pumped back into the ground as it has
higher concentration of chemicals,

Can't waste watar generated from ROs
be used for other purposes?

Not reajly. You can't nse this water
for batliing, watering plantsor
prmp it back into the gronnd.

They have liigh concentration of
chemicals which can harm the
ecologics] cycle,

Indusiries pollute ground waler
more birt vou can't really say that
because you are a robber, | can be
a thief

Evervone has fo take responst-
hility fo bring about significant
improvement in the scenario.
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FIVECTIESTO \
SEE THE MOST +*
HEAT-RELATED $
DEATHS BY 2020

HEW BELHE According to arecent
study; the heat wave will take the
maximizn tofl on urban cities of
india in the 20208, with five wrban
areas fo be affected the most.
The five citles that will expe-
rience the maximum increase
in heat-related deaths are

and The Council on Energy,
Envirenmernt and Water, an inde-
pendent policy research organi-
sation, says mapping mortatity
impacts of the projected climate
in urban areas of developing
countries wili play a crucial role
in instituting planned adaptation
measures to protect public heaith,
‘The study provides a compre-
hensive assessynent of mortality
mS2urban ayesas-—where popula
tion is over one million — located
ndiverseclimatic regions in India,
“Cur findings underscore the
need for policy maXers to antick
pate, pian and respone to climate .
change. We coliected informa.
tion on daily deaths, tempera-
fure, humidity and pellutionte -
develop a statistical model that
tellsushowtherisk of death{or -
moriality) varies with changes
in temperatare,” B Hem H
Dholakia, 2 research associ
ate at The Council on Energy,
Eavironment and Water and
thelead authorof the situdy, said.
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M KOTE {MYSURU DIST),
BHNS: Chief Minister Sid-
daramatiah offered bagina to
Kablni reservoir at
Seechanahatll in the taluk
onMonday.

Undike lastyear, the reservoir
has reached its full capacity of
2284 feet in the last week of
June owing 1o copious rainfall
in Wayanad region in Kerala,
13 2014, the reservoir reached
full reservoir level (FRL),
which is egual t019.5 TMC, in
the second week of July,

Tatking to reporters, the
chief minister said, “The State
government had set aside Rs
1,800 erore for irrigation works
i Cauvery Coramand Area, All
the canals in the area will be
modernised in the next two
years. Depth of a few canals are
being increased and lining of
the canals are being devel
oped,” e said.

Project announced

On the proposal to develop 274
acres of land, near the reser—
voir, on the lines of Brindavan
Gardens at KRS, the chiefmin-

————— R PR

1ai Duniya (Hindl)
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Chief ersmsa

also seen, (Right) The water level at the KRS

measured at 30,150 CUSECS. DH PHOTOS

ister said that the project has
been announced in the budget
and the funds have been set
aside for the same,

“A detailed project repost
has been submitted and the
works will be taken up on the
Public-Private-Partnership

(PPP} medel,” Siddaramaiah
said, To a guestion regarding
aliegations of sub-standard
works taken upin the canals of
1 Narsipor raluk, Siddarama-
iah said that action will be
takcn against ofiicials con-
cerned if the allegations

are found o be rue,

Lokayukta graft issue

Responding to guestions on the
charges of corruption at
Lokayukta office, the chief
minister said that the govern-
ment do not have power tore-

T E——

fer the case to Central Bureau
of investigation {CBI). Dismiss-
ing eriticism by the Opposition
gver the issue, he said that the
State governsment has handed
over six cases 1o CBI during ity
tenure. Referring to the paday-
atras of JOHS) leader H B Ku-

to Kabini reservoir at Beechanahalli in H D Kote taluk on Sunday. Lok Sabha member Prathap Simha and are
steod 3t 104.15 feet on Sunday, The Full Reservoir Level of the reservoir is 124 80 feet. The inflow was

maraswamy and Opposition
1.eader in Legisiative Assembly
Jagadish Shetear, the chiefmin-
ister said that they were polith-
cally motivated. They had not
taken any action when several
ilegalities were commaitted une
der their nose, he said,

e B
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Centre to set up institute fm;\)o
. » . e (‘/
Saraswati river research %4
: The institute will come upat
DIVYA A ' Mugalwali  village ip
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20 Yamunanagar, as part of the
Krishna Circuit, for which Re 20
_ crore would be alfocated:
THE CENTRE has announced 2 through Tourism Ministry's
research institue and amuseam Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
in Haryana to carry out studies Spirituality ion Drive

pertaining to the mythical
Saraswati river, which finds
mention in the vedas,
Adecision in this regard was
taken Sunday during 2 meeting
between Union Culture and
Tourism  Minister Mahesh
Sharma and Haryana M
Manchar Lal Khattar,

Covering L., YIE

at BhagirathiEnglish}& Publicity Section, CWC,

scheme, As for the museum,
wmidaisaisciiieeiymmupm
Yarmunanagar. finer details are
beingworked out, aministryof-
ficial said,

Itisbelieved that the river —
mentioned in Rigveda some

10,000 years ago - originated at
Adibadri in Yamunanaga/
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Moving forward fast? Not quite

f ‘Achhe din’ will be elusive unless things on the ground change

g S!ISHMA RAMACHANDRAN

EE recent commenis by
former Finance Minister
and senior BJP leader Yash-
want Sinha about the sud-
~den upswing in economic growth
- have found resonance even among
- economists in the government. The
| questions being asked are whether
. the sudden shift from 5 per cent to0
- over T per cent growth, based on a
- new set of GDP numbers, is eredi-
ble, and if the Indian economy is on
- a genuine rebound path. Much of
-the hype arcund many aspects of
- economic management by the one-
vear-old government is not neces-
- sarily borne out by facts.
H needs to be underlined that
; domestic economic growth is closely
- Iinked fo & host of imponderables,
‘ineluding the monsoon and the world
economy. In recent years, the mon-
soon has been somewhat kind to the
country and there have been few years
with a deficient monsoon. Even so,
- agriculture growth slumped to 0.2 per
L cent in 2814-15 from 4 per cent in the
previous year, On the other hand, the
external environment has not been so
gracious and the country has faced the
"impact of tapering of guaniitative eag-
ing policies by the US and spiratling of
- erude oil prices, The latter was disas-
{rous for an economy that imports 80
per cent of its crude oil needs.
Fortunately for the Modi govern-
ment, crude oil prices crashed in the
past year by 50 per cent. The steep
“decline in the oil import bill has
come a5 a bonanza, enabling it fo
keep the fiscal deficit within man-
agesble Himits. Retail prices of petro-
leum products have been cut, ensur-
ing that infiation is kept in check
while consumers are made happy. In
fact, containing inflalionary pres-
sures must be the major economic
achievement of this government,
~ though it was greatly heiped by the
- fall in fuel prices.
~ In most other areas, however, little
- has been achieved despite the great
expectations from the NDA when it
assumed power & year ago. A look at
wdoasic dafads revealing indeed. The
o index of industrial production rose

e

il

o

There have been few years with a deficient monsoon, yet agriculture growth is slack.

only by 2.8 per cent in 2614-15 while
the core sector industries have actual-
Iy shovied a decline in the last few
months. Export growth has also fallen
for the Iast five months in a row. For-
eign direct investment has risen sig-
nificantly, but this is partly attributed
to rise in investor confidence and part-
ly to the decline in outward FDI, owing
to weakness of domestic companies.
As for the revised higher growth rate,
the new GDP data that has pushed it

Iy. A special committee may have
been set up to review the issue but
this was only after 2 hue and cry from
both foreign and Indian indusiry.
Primarily, MAT was intreduced to
ensure that leading corporate houses
do not evade tax completely by using
legitimate loopholes in fax laws, Even

. salaried individuals were sought fo be

harassed by issuing voluminous
income tax forms; another step which
had to be retraced by Jaitiey afier a

The new data that has pushed up the GDP is being described as
puzzling even by the government’s own Chief Economic Adviser

as well as the RBI Governor

up is being described as puzzhng even -

by the government’s own Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser as weil as the RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan.

Despite the drive o lure ¥Di, the
government has worried most foreign
investors, since the retrospective tax
amendments introduced by the UPA
government have not been repealed.
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has vir-
tuaily conceded that these amend.

" ments can be used at a later date, thus

hanging a Damocles sword over the
heads of corporates. In fact, the situa-

tion on the tax front has worsened

considerably for foreign investors as
the minimum alternate tax (MAT) is
new sought to be levied retrospective-

public uproar. The term "fax tez'roﬁsm"

is now being used freely, a phrase not
used even during the ienure of the
much-maligned UPA government.

As far as agriculiure is concerned,

growth remains muted. So far, rainfall

has been higher than expected, but the
Met department is stili making dire
predictions for July and August. Even
so, a marginally deficient monsoon
will not have significant impact on
foodgrain availability, given the exist-
ing huge inventories of wheat and rice.
These granaries are, however, 8 legacy
of the previous government.

Of the economic reforms eagerly
awaited -iast year; -when . the ~-NDA
assumed power, there has been Liftle

()

sign. Thepresent governmenthas kept
the pause button on mutti-brand retail,

just like the UPA; and bnthe same

grounds that it might affect the Liveli-

" hood of millions of smali retailers.

These smali shopkeepers are also akey
fraditional constituency of the RIP
On the long-pending Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), vet another farget
date has been set for implementation.
But the same old concerns have been
expressed by state chief minisiers
about revenue losses. As a result,
petrolewm and alechol continue to be

~ out of the ambit of this new single-

point tax that is expected io bring
about s quantum leap in GDP growils,
The other pending legisiation, the
Land Acquisition Bill, remainsstaled
in Parliament.

Even so, the rstock markets
remained buliish throughout last year
in the hope that some boid new eco-
nomicinitiatives would be announced
at some stage. In the absence of any
such moves, the markets have been
volatile for the last few months, The
RBI has also been slowly cutiing
rates, but the cautious approach has
neither enthused the markets nor the
government. Thus much of thé mar-
ket gains over the last year have been
wiped out in the last three months,

Overall, it is perhaps fair to conclude
that little has happened over the last
12 months in terms of economic per-
forranee, except that the growth data
has been revised {o 6.9 per cent for
2(13-14 and 7.3 per cent for 201415,
The Finance Ministry has not deviat-
ed from the previous governments
policies, except that red tape seems to
have increased in the revenue depari-
ment. And yet there is a lingering feel-
good factor in the stock markels,
which bounce back from any down-
swing, on ephemeral hopes that the
Modi government will undertake
some major reforms. No initiatives
appear 1o be in the offing despite the
high-profile 'Make in India’ campaign.
Industrial and infrastructure output
are mired instagnancy. A dismal mon-
soon and fzlling demand ¢an worsen
the situation. If so, the couniry’s

expeétations for sustained economie.
growth in the next few years will be
belied, "Achhe din" will be far dway.
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Land bill looks unllkely
in monsoon session

Mohua.Chatterjee
AtMesgrouR.com

New Delhi: The possibility of
a government push for pas
sage of the land acquisition
bl in the forthcoming mon
soon session of Parliament
seems to be receding with the
parHamentary committee sef
uptoexaminethecontentious
jegislationseeking extension.

The majority in the com-
mittee are of the view that
the all-party panel willnot be
able to wrap up the task be
fore July 21 when the mon-
soon session sfarts.

At Monday's meeting of
the panel, chairman S8 Ahhy
walia is learnt to have sug
gested that Speaker Sumitra
Mahajan be asked for an ex.
tension of the panel's tenure
on the ground that i was yet
toreceiveresponseof alistate

PRAGGING FLET

povernmenis. Indeed, Comne
gress members on the panel
- Digvifay Singh, Jairam Ra-
miesh and others — asked for
athree week extension.
Thedelay witl beasethack
t0 the government's plan to
steer the legisiation, already
much-delayed. towards early
passuge. The monsoon &es.
sion willbe a short one, Hirtit-
ed to just three woeeks. With
the opposition already onthe
warpath over ‘Lalitgate’, de-

laved clearance by the parlia.
mentary commitiee will re-
sult in shrinkage of the
window for the bill to pnt to
vote in the two Houses.

The parliamentary com-
mittee on land bill was con
ceived as ndeviceto help the
gOVernment secure passage
of the bill, by convening a
joint sitting of the iwo
#ouses if that becomes neg-
essary Theoptionof holding
a joint session has templed
BdPmanugersasitcanallow
the government, keenas it 1s
on changing the land acqui
sitien law enacted under
HPA touseitssaperior num-
pers in Lok Sabha 1o over
come s numerical hand
icapin Rajya Sabha.

For the full report, log on

i; -a.l,\

to wwiw. timesofindia.com
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direciorate
Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section

FdkdRk bRk

725{(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 86,

Dated B30 , & . [ Y
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
O NLM Ly
, 30
Assistant

irector (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concemed,
uploaded at www.cwce.nic.in
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