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NGTredflags |
e N
pollution in Ganga «

Y

‘Water is unfit for drinking, bathing’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI L

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Friday ex-

- pressed concern at the level

of pollution in the Ganga,
between Haridwar and Un-

 mnao in Uttar Pradesh, and

said “the water is unfit for
drinking and bathing”.

A Bench, headed by NGT.

Chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel, directed the National

Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) to install display -
boards at.a gap of 100 kilo-

metres, indicating whether
the water is fit for drinking
and bathing, to make devo-
tees aware of the level of

- pollution. " “Innocent per-:-

sons are drinking and bath-

. ing in the Ganga out of reve-
- rence and respect. They

M s

don’t know that it may be
dangerous to their health. If
cigarette packets can con-
tain a warning saying it is
‘injurious to health, why
not the people be informed
of the adverse effects [of the
river water]” the Bench
said.

Right to life
Further, it added, “It is of ut-
most necessity to comply
-with the right to life of per-
sons using Ganga water, and
that they are put to notice
-about the fitness of water.”
Meanwhile, the Central
Poliution Control Board and
the NMCG have been asked
to indicate, on their web-
sites, the areas where the
water is good for bathing
_and drinking.
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Ganga stretch
from Haridwar
to Unnao unfit
for drinking,
bathing: NGEE

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 27 :

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
on Friday said that the stretch of
the Ganga between Haridwar
~ and Unnao in Uttar Pradesh was
unfit for drinking and bathing, It
said innocent people drank and
- bathedinit withrevererice with-
outknowing it mayadversely af-
——fecktheichealth e
"I cigarette packets can con-
- fain a warning saying it is ‘injuri-
- oustohealth’, whynot the people
‘beinformed of the adverse effects
(of theriver water)" the NGT said.
The bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice AK Goel told
the National Mission for Clean

‘Ganga (NMCG)to installdisplay
boardsatagap of 100 kilometres
specifying whether the water ,
was fit for bathing or drinking.

- "Do people of this country
know that Ganga water is unfit
for drinking and bathing? They
perform achamana purification

- titual) thinking that they will go
. to heaven. Can you imagine
which heaven will they go to if
they drink this polluted water,”
noted the bench. -
The bench, also comprising
. Justice SP Wangdi and expert
- membersSS Gabrayal and Nagin
- Nanda, said, “We are of the view
that on account of great rever-
“ence to great Ganga, innocent
- persons may drink, do achamana
4 and bathe without knowing that
Covering L., YIS - the water is unfit for consump-
don. It is of utmost necessity to -
- comply with the right to live of

persons using Ganga water and

they are purt to notice about the
fitness of water™ i
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- flash-flood forecasts by the
World  Meteorological Or-

India to give flash-flood

warning to Asian nations

Test version is being tried out by the Meteorological Dept.

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI

India has been designated as
a nodal centre for preparing

ganization (WMO).

That -means India Wﬂli

have to develop a custo-
mised model that can issue

ing to Dr. Madhavan Rajee-
van, Secretary, Ministry of

- Earth Sciences.

On the sidelines of the
Earth Sciences Foundation
Day, Dr. Rajeevan said .the

-IMD would be working to
customise a weather model, -

- advance warning of floodsin -
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myan-
£ mar-and-Thailand, -accord-

developed -by the United
- proposed model would pro-

- States and donated to the
. 'WMO, towarn of flash floods
- atleast six hours in advance.

Sixhoursbhefore - .8

A test version of this, accord- -
~ ing to Dr. Rajeevan, was be-

‘ing tried out by the IMD, and
that was able to give a flood
warning about an hour in ad-

~ vance. Using a combination

* of satellite. mapping and
¢ ground-based observation,

. this system — called the

yroor

. tem — aims to provide fore-

Flash Flood Guidance Sys-

Covering L., YIS

Common worry; A rescue operation under way after the

flash floods at Tailbal, near Srinagar, on Tuesday =REUTERS

~casts six hours in advance.
‘Like India, several south-

east Asian countries depend

on the monsoon and are
prone to its vagaries. The

_vide forecasts by computing
the likelihood of rainfall and
the soil moisture levels to
warn of possible floods, he

‘said. Though Pakistan was

among the list of countries
that would benefit from the
forecast, it had refused to
participate in the scheme,

- Dr. Rajeevan added.

. While the science to warn
‘of floods could be deve-
loped; India was yet to work
out how: exactly it would
‘warn countries of potential

inundation. India currently

- has a warning system for tsu-
“ namis that also doubles up a

warning system for several
‘Asian countries.

" The Central Water Com-
mission, which monitors In-
dia’s dams, warns of rising
water levels in the reser-
voirs, which are usually ta-
ken to be signs of imminent
floods. The organisation has
recently tied up with Google
to develop a software appli-
cation to visualise rising wa-
ter levels during heavy rains.

The - WMO ‘says - flash
floods account for 85% of
flooding incidents across the
world, causing some 5,000
deaths each year.
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rosses
dangermarkir Delh

People bemg evacuated from Iow—lymg areas

AGENCIES :
NEW DELHL, 28 JULY

he water level of the
Yamuna river has
crossed the danger
mark and reach

~ 205.20 metres at5pm on Sat-
~urday, prompting authorities

hereto evacuate people from

. low-lyingareas, officials said.

i1 - 5,03,935 cusecs of water was

- Yamuna at Delhi O Rly

‘metres at 7 am. on July 28 tactwith the controlroomin = na Division, New Delhi has = This system will brmg

~ mentafter the water level of .. requestedto take appropriate metres at 9 am on July 28

TheYamunawaterlevelat

“crossed the danger mark of
90,000 cusec and till 5 p m,

- released, theysaid, addingthat
-with incessant rains, it was
expected torise further.
The water level of
Yamuna nver atthe Old De]hl

ridge reached at 204:92 dlrected‘tokeepirylclose‘cbn- S ":‘The CWC, Upper Yamu- hood persists.

(above thewarninglevel) and relation to the discharge, issued flood forecast for the «-mdespreadramfaﬂmﬂnso-
havingrising trend,” a state- _waterlevelatthe Old Railway Delhi Railway Bridge (North - lated ‘heavy to very heavy
ment had said in the morn-  Bridgeandtheadvisoryorfore- Delhi Dt NCT, Delhi). The rainfall' over Uttar Pradesh,
ing. An alert was sounded - cast from the Central Water = waterlevel ofriverYamunaat = Uttarakhand, Himachal
yesterday by the Delhigovern- - Commission/MET, and. - Delhi Rly Bridge was 205  Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh,
~ Delhi and northwest ‘Mad--

theYamunariver crossedthe ' measures/steps accordingly

angermark, an officialsaid.  toavoidflood-likesituation,”
AAll . executive /anadwsoryfromiheauthor-:

engmeers/sector ofﬁcers are - ities said. -
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537 killed in rains as 6 states flooded

Press Trust of india
= letters@hindustantimes.com

' 'NEWDELHI: Asany as 537 people
have lost their lives in floods
and rains in six states during
the monsoon season so far,a
report from the Union home.
ministry said on Saturday. 7
~Accordingto the ministry’s
National Emergency Response
Centre(NERC),139 people have .
died in Maharashtra, 126inKer-
ala, 116 in West Bengal, 70 in
Uttar Pradesh,52in Gujaratand
34 in Assam. due io the ﬂoods .
5 a.ndheavyrams >

inMaharashh‘a,ZZmWestBen— s

“ gal 21in Assam, 14inKerala, 10

~in Gujarat and a large part of
iar

In Assam 10.17.1akh people Therains have hit 26 districts in Maharashtra, 22 i in WestBengaI 21in Assam, 14 in Kerala, 10 in i

have borne the brunt of rains  Gujaratand alarge part of UﬂarPradesh ‘ mtmmmmmmorc
and floods, of which 2.17 Iakh el Gt s
“arelivinginreliefcamps. = | ala
- Twelveteamsofthe National eight NDRFteams are deployed- impacted 1.49 lakh people. The Altogether 117 people have
. Disaster Response Force Four people are missingand  * state has reg15tered 126 deaths  been injured in'Maharashtra

‘due to heavy rains, while nine followmg heavyrains.
peoplearemissing. - - InUttar Pradesh, apartfrom
; o FourNDRFteamshavebeen the 70 deaths, 68 people have
+ A team of the NDRF com- ““deployed for.rescue and relief beenuuureddue’coram -related
pr;ses of45personnel. : gh ' operations in the southern incidents. i)
~ Atotal of 1.61 Jakh people andrams Seven NDRF teamsv ‘state, while three are stationed Seven NDRF teams ‘are
' havebeenaffectedbyrainsand arepomtxonedmthe state. . inMaharashtra, whichhasbeen deployedeP

=%

(NDRF) are engaged in rescue = 19 others injured. follo’ng"
_ andrehefoperatlonsmAssam heavy rainsinthestate. -
" 'NERCsaid. : i

B
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_ = Videos depicting excise officials dumpmg the ‘masala’ of the
country-made liguor in the Narmada rive were made public which

led to the outrage among locals.

MP exmse de t

- mada river in Dhar district on
Friday, drawing protests from
- locals and Opposition leaders
who have called for action
againsttheofficialsresponsible.
The river,; a major source of
waterin MadhyaPradesh,iscon- -
sidered holy andis worshippedas
one of the seven sacred rlversm
- thecountry.
Exciseofficials reﬁltedcla]ms
: thathquorwasdmnpedmtqme, :
' river,evenasvideosoftheactdid
 roundsonthesocialmedia.
“Theliguor masala (additive)
" hadbeen dumped in pits on the
. side of the Narmada. We are '
4 £ awareofthesanctltyofthenver
Covering L., YIS - andwould never willinglymake
- itimpure,”Dharassistantexcise
officer Sharad Chandra Nigam:
said.
Former Congressstate spokes—,
- person KK Mishra said action
, shouldbetakenagamsttheexmse
“officials who made the river

HTPHOTO

he- »eXmsewdep&trtment s
eported measure comes even as

- 'theBJP governmenthasadopted

a policy of not allowing liguor

- shops within 5km of the river:

‘bank. Plantation drives havealso

- beencarriedoutalongthebanks

tokeeptheriverclean. -
~ Chief minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan had taken out a six-

‘month Narmada Seva Yatrathat

-ended in May 2017inabid toreju-

venate and control the levels of
pollutionintheriver. Senior Con-

- gressleader Digvijaya Singh had

- valso taken out a 3,300km Nar-

- mada Yatraonfootfrom October
2017, lasting six months.

“Sourcessaidtheexcisedepart-

~ment had been receiving infor-

‘mationthatcountrymadeliguor

- was being produced illegally in
“villages along the banks of the
- river, followingwhich thedepart-
‘mentcarried outaseriesofraids
“inManawar, Gandhwani, Kukshi

~and Dharampuri and seized 54

~drums of’ counﬁ'y]jquor ‘masala
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“Arsenic contamination in paddy is rising in Bengal, says study

Concentration varies with rice variety and stage in crop cycle; sainples coilected from North 24 Parganas district

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT variety of paddy and its stage
EOLEATE in the crop cycle.

A recent publication by re- The study titled ‘Arsenic
searchers at the School of} accumulaton in  paddy

Environmental Studies
(SOES), Jadavpur University,
reveals not only rise in arsen-
ic contamination of paddy
plants from ground water in
figal, but also that
conicentration of ‘arsenic ac-
cumulation” depends on the

plants at different phases of
pre-monsoon  cultivation’,
published earlier this year in
the peer-reviewed scientific
journal Chemosphere, high-
lights the processes and de-
pendencies of arsenic trans-
location in rice from contam-

a4
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inated irrigation water.

Samples for the study
were taken from the Degan-
ga block in the State’s North
24 Parganas district, an area
that’s “ worst  affected by
ground water arsenic con-
tamination.

The study found that ar-
senic contamination in pad-
dy was higher than in pre-
vious studies.

The study shows that ar-
senic uptake in the paddy
plant reduces from root to
grain, and that its concentra-
tion is related to the variety
of the rice cultivated. The
study was carried out on two
commonly consumed rice
varieties — Minikit and Jaya +
and the latter was found to
be more resistant to arsenic.
“The highest concentra-

tion was observed in the in-
itial or vegetative state in the
first 28 days. It reduced dur-
ing the reproductive stage
(29-56 days) and again in-
creased in the ripening
stage,” Tarit Roychowdhury,
Director; SOES, and corres-
ponding author of the publi-
cation told The Hindu. -
Professor Roychowdhury

said the uptake of arsenic is

faster in young roots in a ve-
getative state than in older
tissues with a higher concen-
trations of iron in root soil in
the reproductive phase.

The authors have also
raised concerns over the dis-
posal of the contaminated
rice straw which is used as
animal fodder or burnt or so-
metimes left in the field itself
to serve as fertiliser:

o
e e g
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On the Water
Quality Index,

[ndia standsata
poor 120th position
among 122
countries. However,
afew states are
changing the dismal
narrative with
innovative water
harvesting schemes

Covering L. YIS

A drop saved is a drop earned

«
SUMEDHA SHARMA ] - g'ﬁ

HE Composite Water Manage-
ment Index (CWMI) released by
Niti Aayog predicts worst aquaca-
lypse in several decades for the
country. Around 600 million people in
India live under high-to-extreme water
stress. And, even after 70 years of Inde-
pendence, three-fourth households do
not have direct access to potable water.
This means, water has to be first fetched
from the source to consume it. The data
also shows that 70 per cent of water of the
country is contaminated. India, thus,
finds itself at the 120th position among
122 countries on the Water Quality Index.
States like Jharkhand, Bihar, UP
Haryana and Rajasthan — home to
around 50 per cent of country’s popula-
tion and 30 per cent of total agri-output —
fared as worst water-resource managers.
Water-starved Rajasthan, owing to sin-
cere efforts, still managed to fare better
than its counterparts, who failed miser-
ably. Here are a few noteworthy efforts:

GUJARAT: Pani Samitis

The state though has scarce water
resources like Rajasthan, but is the first
in the country to supply drinking water in
all rural households. Active community
participation and setting up of Pani Sami-
tis for resource management helped into
fair water distribution. The programme
designed by its Water and Sanitation
Management Organisation (WASMO)isa
sustainable cost-sharing model, which
empowers village communities to partial-

r
|
i
|

1y share the cost and take up the opera-
tion and maintenance responsibilities.
Key to success: Community participa-
tion, decentralised planning, execu-
tion and pricing.

MADHYA PRADESH: Farm-pond miracle
Earnest efforts of an IAS officer posted in
Dewas district helped restore farm ponds
for irrigation. The project, Bhagirath
Krishak Abhiyan, was started on a small
scale in 2008. It soon transformed into a
revolution that restored 100 per cent of
state’s irrigation resources. Financial
support from rural banks was lent to peo-
ple who owned large land masses to con-
struct farm ponds. Soon, all farms had
easy access to water and the project
resulted in reduced fertiliser use and
electricity consumption.

Key to success: Experimentation by local

The 7Réjasthah Government. aimsto |
make the remotest villages watter suffi-
~cient by reviving water bodies

policymakers, support by rural banks.

AP: Online water dashboards

Through an online dashboard, Andhra
Pradesh has set up a comprehensive infor-
mation portal for water resources in the
state. It allows real-time monitoring of
rainfall, groundwater, tanks, check dams,
and other water indicators. The state has
also mapped and constructed recharge
infrastructure for all over-exploited
groundwater units. AP has partnered with
aprivate firm to create water and cropping
data system. It will use satellite and soil
sensor data to create local water profiles.
Key to success: Enable data-backed deci-
sion making, use of private sector expertise.

RAJASTHAN: Mukhyamantri Jal
Swaviamban Abhiyan (MJSA)
MJISA is a muliti-stakeholder project,

which aims to make the remotest villages
of the state water sufficient by reviving
water bodies. The state has used technol-
ogy to put the scheme into action, such as
using drones to identify traditional water
bodies for restoration. The efforts have
led to the creation of over four lakh
water-harvesting structures and planting
of one crore trees across the state’s 33
districts. The result has been almost five
feet average rise in groundwater levels
across 21 districts, leading to reduction in
water-tanker dependency. Micro-irriga-
tion technology has been made mandato-
ry for farmers. Further, there has been a
huge push towards actualisation of Partic-
ipatory Irrigation Management (PIM) by
the formation of 2,200 water users associ-
ations. Tree plantation and bio-drainage
are further aiding the cause.

Key to success: Create overarching poli-
cy frameworks, Combine technology
with community efforts.

ODISHA: Pani Panchayats

The Odisha Government has set up
Pani Panchayats, similar to WAUs to
ensure effective management of irri-
gation systems and equitable distri-
bution of water among farmers. The
establishment of Pani Panchayats has
contributed to Odisha’s high per-
formance in the participatory irriga-
tion practices with 70 per cent of state
covered under it.

Key to success: Establish strong regu-
latory frameworks for interventions,
ensure dissemination of knowledge
and best practices.
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Poor monsoon hits paddy sowing in eastern India

4t- 3 . o L
Except for soya bean, moong and sugar?ane, almost all major crops have seen a decline in cultivation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

than normal for this point in  ing of most major crops has  Most of that lag comes from

While the overall lag in kha-
rif sowing has been reduced
as the monsoon picks up
pace, paddy sowing in east-
ern India remains lower than
last year.

Paddy farmers in Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh have sown
almost 20 lakh hectares less

4
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the kharif season; in Bihar,
paddy acreage is only 40% of
the acreage sown at the same
time last year.

According to data from
the Agriculture Ministry,
kharif crops have been sown
on almost 738 lakh hectares
till July 27. Thatis a 7.5% drop
from the previous year. Sow-

been slower than last year,
with the exceptions being

soya bean, mocong and
sugarcane.
Significant fall

Paddy sowing has also
picked up marginally, alth-
ough the acreage sown is still
12.4% lower than last year.

eastern India. In Uttar Pra-
desh, the area covered so far
is 37 lakh hectares, about 10
lakh hectares less than the
norm. In Bihar, only 9.3 lakh
hectares have been planted,
compared to 22 lakh hec-
tares last year. The other sig-
nificant lags were seen in
West Bengal and Jharkhand.

The eastern States are fac-
ing rainfall deficits, despite a
recent strengthening of the
monsoon over the region.
Only five of Bihar’s 38 dis-
tricts received normal rain-
fall so far this monsoon, and
six districts witnessed defi-
cits of more than 60%, ac-
cording to Indian Meteoro-
logical Department data.
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Rains aplenty, butdams ‘empty’

Poor snowmelt, lesser rain in HP higher reaches to blame for low resenvoir level
BHAKRA FILLED TO JUST 10% OF CAPACITY

The low water level in major dams in north region can affect

Vijay MoHAN

| TRIBUNENEWS SERVICE J ," = ())O

- CHANDIGARH, JULY 29 :
A good monsoon this year
notwithstanding, the water

levelin major reservoirs of the

region continues to be precari-
ously low, something that
doesn’t augur well for irriga-
tion supply and power genera-
tion in the months ahead. -
The monsoon hasbeen 14 per

cent and 4 per-cent above the:

long-term average in Punjab

~and Haryana so far, but it has
- been 8 percentbelowthelong-

term average in Himachal. -
Though most parts of

Himachal have received good
rains, the higherreaches,which -

feed many rivers and tributar-

iesthat flowinto the dams, have

received ‘abysmally low rain-
. fall—43 per cent deficient in
“Lahaul Spiti and Kinnaur and
50 per centin Chamba. :
| Thenormal filling period of
‘dams is till September 28
- and,  thereafter,
- reduce owing to the retreat of

4
Covering L., YIS

inflows

 imigation, power generation and even potable water supply

4

(Source: Cen,tyal Water Commigsion dataason July 26)

DAM | RIVER | AVAILABILITY = CAPACITY | POWER CAPACITY
Bhakra |“Sutlej | 1.166BCM 6.229BCM | 1200 MW
‘Pong | Beas | 0.921BCM 6.157BCM | 360 MW
Thein | Ravi 1.0I3BCM 2344BCM | 600 MW

*dams

monsoon and drop in

snowmelt due to the onset of
autumn over -the higher
reaches of Himalayas. This
summer, inflows were consid-

~ erably less due to a series of

western disturbances result-

-~ ing in rain and thunder-

storms over the Himalayas,
which lowered the tempera-
tures and consequently
reduced the snowmelt.

the  Sutley
Pradesh, the most important

The"storage -at Bhakra on

_dam in the region, is just 19

“per cent of its capacity com-

pared to the past 10-year aver-
age of 50 per cent for this time
of the year. Data released by
the Central Water Commis-

~sion on July 26 shows the

water availability at Bhakra

was only 1.166 billion ‘cubic

-metres (BCM) against its

capacity of 6.229 BCM.
At Pong on the Beas in

Himachal, the storage is 15

per cent of its capacity com-
pared to 42 per cent last year,
whereas Thein on the Ravi in
Punjab has filled up to 43 per
cent compared to 79 per cent
at this point of time last year.

Apart for drinking water
and irrigation, the three
have  significant
installed hydropower genera-

" tion capability, with 1200 MW
for Bhakra, 600 MW for Thein

and 360 MW for Pong.
Apprehending water short-

“age, the Bhakra Beas Man-

agement Board (BBMB)
recently sounded a cautionary
note by urging stakeholders to

" eonserve ‘dam water and
* make the maximum possible
use of rainwater for irrigation.

BBMB officials fear that the
Bhakra reservoir may not
even fill up to 50 per cent of its
capacity this year. It had filled
up to 91 per ce)rltlast year.
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Internal dlsplacement il’l As1a;§

due to natural disasters

ASIANEWS NETWORK
: NEVVDELH QijhY :

China and the Phlhppmes

are among the worst affect--

ed countriesinthe world due

tothenatural disaste_rs.Asin e -
previous years, Asian coun-

tries were worst-affected
displacement associated wi
disasters. .

~Duringlastyear, 18.81
lion new internal displa
mentsa's'soelaﬁ%d

placement.

= accounting for 8.6 million
and storms 7.5 million in
2017.

_ tersand accounted for46 per

" cent of the total dlsplace-w,

! ment."
Chma recorded the high-

' placement with 4. 4 million
. displaced internally in2017.

- Floodsin Hunanin Southern
* Chinabetween June andJuly

_ledtotheregion’slargestdis-

placement, more than
1,620,000 people.
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Weather-rélated hazards
. triggered the vast majority
- ofdisplacement, with floods

stm'ms and landslides that d15—v
1

13 > :
people in the last one year.

“placedintheregion with 1.2

is. _million internal dlsplace— :
.“mostprone to natural dlsas— -

‘ments. The recent floods in

placed around 855,000 peo—‘
ple that had to be put in

i . camps.
' est number of internal dis-

Theﬂoodé destroyed agri-
‘culture land which resulted

~'inthemigration ofpeoplefrom
rural to urban areas. Monsoons

and resultants floods dis-

; deltes exposed to typhoons

India had the third high-
_est number of people dis-

- eastern state of Bihar dis-

_eruptions, lﬁnd5hdes} floods

- placed around 946, 600 peo-
plein Banglade : .
S Net Nam is one of the |

tropical storms andfioods. The

. lastyearsa‘waround 633, 000
~_people displaced. -

In Nepal 384,000 people

~were displaced due to the

recurrent flash floods and
landslides that destroyed

~ nearly 89,000 homesand dis-
: placed people across 35 dis-

dipg such areas

juakes in Indone-

sia have chsplaced around
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Rain intensity expected to fall over
the next 3-4 days say IMD officials

HT Correspondent

= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

- NEW DELHI: The two atmospheric
systems, which had triggered
heavyrainsinDelhiand National
Capital Region (NCR) over the

weekend, have started fading, -

officials of the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)said. Asa
result, the intensity of rains is
expected to decrease over the
nextthreetofourdays.

Heavy rains in Yamuna’s
upper catchment areain Hima-
chal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
and subsequentrelease of water ,

fromthe Hathni Kund barrage by
Haryana hasresulted in a flood-
likesituationin Delhi.
“T'wosystems—acycloniccir-
culation and a well-marked low
pressure area — had triggered
intenserainin most ofthe states
ofnorth-westIndiaincludingthe
Yamuna’supper catchmentarea.
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As the systems are fadin; e

amount of rain would also
decrease over the next three to
four days,” a senior IMD official
said.

The reglonalwea&lerforecast
ing centre, inits seven day fore-
~cast, said that isolated parts of
Delhimayreceivelightrainora

-drizzle in the next three to four

~days.
“This would end up in rising

.. temperatureand high humidity -
levels which ‘W'dﬁTd ‘make the
‘saidanofficial.

‘weathermuggy,”sai

‘The maximum temperature,
which had drepped to around 32
degrees Celsiusearlier thisweek,
isagainexpectedtoshootupto37
degrees Celsius by the weekend.

On Sunday, the maximum

- temperature wasrecordedtobe.
34.8 degrees Celsius which was

onedegreeabove normal.

The mammum humldlty was

- 95%.

KARNAL:Normal life was
affected in about 65 villages
of Yamunanagar, Karnal
and Panipatdistrictsasthe
Yamuna wasterentered
these villages, located in the
low-lyingareas.

~Over hundred families
several vﬂlages wereevac-

uated withthehelpofboats
and there werereportsthat
the water has started reced-
ingbythe Sundayevening,
But Thousands ofacres of
standing crop were still
-under water andfarmers
~ fearingcroploss.

The water flowatthe
Hatini Kund Barragein
Yamunangar hasdeclined

RISING YAMUNAHITSLIFEIN
65 VILLAGES OF HARYANA

to1.25lakh cusecs by Sun-
day evening from 6.051akh
cusecsof Saturday night
and the officials said that it
may recede further. Butthe
water entered into thefields
will takefew more daysto
recedeand itmay damage
farmsin the Yamuna belt of

_ thesedistricts.

Haryana CM Manohar
LalKhattarsaid, “Thave
conducted aerial survey of

the affected areasintheand

itwasthat the water has
affected cropsinabout10-12
villages and water has also
entered residential areas of
8-10villagesin both Yamu-
nanagardistrict”. HTC
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said the water level of the Ya
muna sett]ed between 204. 5

,metres on Saturday evening
- — well above the danger le-
el of 204 metres. ;
The water level may rise
. -again as over six lakh cusecs
of water released by Harya— :
na is expected to enter the
city on Monday. v
Meanwhile, evacuatlon of
low-lying areas entered its .
'second day on Sunday.
On the banks of the Yamu— ,
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- other belongmgs by resi-
~ dents heeding the adminis-
tration’s call for evacuation.
down the road, a small por-
leading to the Old Yamuna

spot for people eager to see
the swelhng nver o

‘ Later, the DDMA lssued an

-traffic on the Old Yamuna
Bndge after the flow in the

 Less than a kilometre
tion of the catchment area trend in the evening.

Bridge has become a prime

‘ed at the site over - the years
were 207 49 metres m 1978,

order bantung movement of

~ed to bear with he;
Yamuna showed a rising

he DDMA said that the released [from Haryana] :

highest water levels record- '

The Times of India (A)

207.11 metres in 2010 and
207.32 metres in 2013.
‘Mohammad Meherban,

‘whose family was among ov-
- er a dozen shifted to tene-
~ments along the Wazirabad
 Bridge, said thmgs‘ \ ere “as

“We had already begun '

packing our things and had

decided to move as the wa-

ter had submerged our

farmland ¢ S turday after-

o their stock of wood, utensils,
__pets, goats and chrckens

“We will make our rotis

‘here and spend the _night,

what else?” she says: when
asked how long :

tempor-
ary dlslocatlon el
“And pray tha

chooses to pass our homes

- byas qmcklyasn:has chosen
to enter De

1% she adds
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Kerala gears up for water
release from Idukki dam

o
X

Air Force, Coast Guard ready with hehcopters and boats CMallays fears
- hlgh alert. The Air Force has

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
been put on high alert with
continuing rain in the catch-.
ment areas of Idukki and in-
creasing inflow into the re-
servoir. Chief ~ Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan late on Sun-

day annournced varions dis-

aster mitigation steps ‘that

the government has linedup -
if the dam shutters were to

be opened.

The  district ‘administra-
tion is considering the possi-
bility of controlled release of
water from the Idukki-dam,
with the water level touching
2,394.2 ft on Sunday as
against the total capac1ty of
2,400 ft.

- The possibility of release -

of water from the Mullaperi-
yar dam, which peaked at
135.95 ft, was also factored in
by the authorities while
planning the controlled re-
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‘lease from Iduld(l,,- (= 2o
The Idukki District Collec-

tor told The Hindu that the
decision on opening the
shutters would be taken de-
pending on the inflow into

the dam in the coming days.

The administration of the

lined up two helicopters,
‘while the Navy and the Army
have mobilised four columns

. tobe deployed, if required.

NDRF teams on alert

The Coast Guard was ready
with boats to be used in the
low-lying areas of Ernaku-

 Jam. The Kerala State Elec-

Keeping watch: Kerala Power MlnlsterM M. Mani and ofﬁcxals
at the Idukki reservoir on Fnday =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

downstream diStl‘lCtS, m

cluding Ernakulam, have an-

nounced various precaution-.

~ ary steps.
The Chief Minister said

the Army, the Navy, the Air
Force and the Coast Guard

‘had been requested to be on

* tricity Board has decided to
-open a 24-hour control

room.

The National Disaster Res-
ponse Force has inducted
four teams. The first team
will be in 1dukki on Sunday

" night, while two more were

located in Aluva and Thris-
sur, he said.

“There is no cause for
panic as of now and the Dis-
aster Management Authority
will give the necessary in-

‘structions as and when ne-

cessary,” Mr. Vijayan said in
a late night Facebook post. o



