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UNSTOPPABLEFORCE

-« Rescue vmrkus evaouate peoplo from ﬂooded areas after the openlno of the Mullaperiyar

' dam shmtonfollwinu heavy rains, on the outskim of Kochl. August 15, 2018

REUTERS

Why dams cannot control
such devastating floods

Dams subsume low and medium-level floods, but during
high to very hlgh ones, their safety cushions fall short

evastating floods in Odisha (2011),
Uttarakhand (2013), Tamil Nadu
(2015), Bihar (2016)andnowin Kerala
.provethatreservoirdamsonrivers,
contrary toclaims, cannot preventfloods. In
fact, they create devastating floods.
Here'swhy: Often dams are claimed tobe
multi-purpose projects, and prevention of
floods is cited as one of the purposes of dams
because they have something called a flood

cushion, which getsfilledonly whenariveris

in spate. But floods don’t have any uniform
dimension. There are low floods, medium
floods, high and very high floods. Many of
these are cyclical in nature with high floods
taking placein 25, 50 or 100 years. But in this

eraofclimate change, thesecycleshavegone
awry: hightoveryhighfloods visitusfarmore

often than before.

Thankstotheirflood cushions, damssub-
sumelow and medium-levelfloods. But these
harmless floods should not be controlled
because they replenish floodplains with fresh
nutrient-richsoil, boostfisheriesand rejuve-

‘much water,

Siaistha inaman Aoesmehima. Sach flodds
alsorechargeaquifers. Farmers, too, welcome

- floodsfor thesereasons. The prevention of low

andmedium-scale floods alsoprovidesafalse
sense of security to the State and people, lead-
ing to occupation of flood plains for raising
housing colonies, highways, schools, colleges,

' commercial establishments and even airports

ashasbeen doneinmany cities in India.

But when highto very high floods come, the
flood cushion provesineffectiveand counter-
productive, necessitating the dam manager to
release as much water as possible in aslittle
time as possible to save the structure from
damage. Such emergency releases from the
damresultinmayhem downstream, since the
real flood cushion — the flood plains —are

- occupied. Unfortunately, rainfall, river and

nature are blamed for the mess.
Thepro-dam lobby often cites the example
of Tehri dam in Uttarakhand. They claim it
successfully controlledthe very highflowin
theriver Bhagirathiin2013. Yes, that’safact.
Butitisalsoafactthattheeventtook placein
June, when the dam reservoir did not have
d so could accommodate the
sudden high inflows. What if the extreme
event had taken place during the monsoon
months of Jtly-September when the reservoir
would havebeen full?Iamyettogetaconvin-

cinganswer tothis question.

ManojMisra is convener, Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan
‘ - The views expressed are personal
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Cauve}

'PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA -
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i  Tamil Nadu chief minister K
' Palaniswami todaylashed out
; -at Opposition DMK over the
| Cauvery issue, saying it had
done nothing on the matter
“ despite being part of various
« «central governments for 14
- years.Healso saidifthe DMK
| wanted, the Cauvery Man-
i agement Board (CMB) could
& have been constitutedin2007. -
': - “Inthepast, the DMK was
| at the Centre for 14 years.
£ Whatschemesdid theybring?
i Theycould notevensolve the
i Cauveryissue. Theywereatthe. -

 Centre and in power statem
Tribunal was given,”

~ CMB could have been con

; 1n ‘Cuddalore district.

~later moved the Supreme’

2007 when the final award of
the Cauvery Dispute

of efforts to resolve the Cati-
eryissue.Ifthe CMB and the

said. e auvery Water Regulatory
“Ifit(DMI()hadwanted,ﬂl ommittee had been consti-

ted then itself ({in2007), we
wouldhavegotourdueshare
of water then,” Palaniswami
said. “They (DMK) did not
“approach the issue properly
~and werekeen on holding on
. to power at the Centre. They
were not concerned about
‘the people of Tamil Nadu and
did nottake any efforts”

stituted in 2007 itself follow:
ing the final award of the tri-
bunal,”he toldreportershq;e

- Palaniswami, also ’rhejomt
‘coordinator of the tuling
-AIADMK; DMK 'sarchrival, said
“late chiefministerJJayalalithaa

- Courtoverthematter. ' **  ““So, we had to move the

- Palaniswami saldthenghts courtandAmma (ayalalithaa)

- of Tamil Nadu farmers’ on = ensured farmers nghts,” he
- ‘Cauverywasassured onlyfol- %

added
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: 'could not record itasithasmot
Department’s (IMD) automatlc 7 3

~badRoad, hasheen. setuptosup-
- ply daily weather data, such as
»te kperature ramfa]landhuxmd—

office: andfurther nelayed to the -
: deparimentafrevenueandd]sas :
terqnanagement “said Vijay

J%estaﬁomsmanagedremotely,

the crty S only Weather stanon -

weather sta’aon(AWS) Jlocatedat
the National Institute of Solar ,
Energy onthe Gurugram-Farida- .

culture;departmentaswell .
. aurav Wahi, a pearlfarmer

inthecity, said that herelieson
:waatherpmdmﬂons“forh:swork
dthelackofdatannpactshlm
versely. “Ifweareunprepared
hen it rains too much or
comes too hot, the mortality
nussels (livestock)
f he said, addmgthat

‘he AWS that gives updates
on the weather hasbeen outof  ge
prderforthe lastfewweeks. As
.andatelemeﬁyeqmpment»-tm 1
sendtherecordeddatatodesxred 5

edatafromthe AWSismeantto
jototheIMD officeinPuneandis
nrelayedtothe observatoryat
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“ce on Thursday You can ex-
‘pect sultry condrtmns during
‘theday,” said amet offic
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Other key missions under
‘O-SMART include, accordmg
to the press release, streng-
"themng .of Ocean Observa-
tions and Modelling, streng-
thening ‘of Ocean Services
for fishermen, setting up
-marine observatorl s for.
~moniforing marine pollu-
‘tion, settmg up Ocean Ther-
mal ‘Energy = Conversion

Ei‘c 'SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
! NEWDELHI\_,/ . i

Indla is set to get more dlsas-

phce the new systems will
- keep an eye out for “tsuna-
hmls ‘and storm ‘surges,” ac-
' cording to an official release.
“The system is part of a

“ programme called O-SMART

* (Ocean Services, “Technolo-

Loastalkcommumtfes will

¢ gy, Observations, Resources benefit from the project. search vessels, contmuatlon'
Modelhng and Science) that - - of ocean survey and explora-
f is being piloted by the Union economic: beneﬁts toa um- _ tion. of minerals and living

~ Tesources, technolo,gy‘_ eve-
lopment for Deep ‘Ocean
Mmmg “and manned sub-

~ mersibles and the«set{lngup i~
Hasix desahnatlon plants 0 = 7
La.kshadweep o

¢ “earth sciences ministry. It =~
i was cleared by the £abmet :
’Comrmttee on Economic Af-  tors
fairs on Wednesday, at an  shore dustr:
outlay of 1,623 crore. States; ldefence,
0 SMART Wﬂl ~provide  ports,etc. .-
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and social capital for which

matesare available. There

doubt that the - shortmghted
in building

- :man and social capital have played

gnificant role in exacerbating the
‘problem. The immediate task in the
“State is relief and rehabilitation, but
it is crucial to simultaneously identi-
oAy the root causes of the havoc.

The root ‘causes

These root causes prevail throughout, =
tthe Western Ghats and; dndeed, the

Test of the country.

flouting of laws that have been esta-
‘blished to safeguard natural eapnal
The Shah Commissio liring i

the availability of water. The dataex-

amined showad that the likely pow

production in no way justified the =

‘costs of construcuon and running of

ina peaceful de onstiatxon, ﬁwas
killed ‘when  he «was pelted with

in the
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dravmng on the | enwromnent status
€ports, People’s lodiversity Regis-
ers, community forest management

from the Western Ghats‘Ecalogy Exp-
rt Panel 1

cape on the basis of topography, hy-
drology, Jand use and vegetation,

. technologles, mcludmg sman
a user-friendly manner so
*the various

ent - plans that are properly fine:
uned o locahty- and nme»spemﬁc

ogressive approach, so that we will
be much bener ‘equipped in the
yeart ) ful
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Rain ‘fury

HEAVY DOWNPOUR 12 die in state even

as other parts of N-E register deficit rainfall

Sadig Nagvi

« Syed.sadiq@htlive.com

GUWAHATI: Twelve people were
killed and thousands displaced in
Nagaland duetoincessantrains
in the last one month with chief
minister Neiphiu Rio seeking

- Centralhelpon Wednesday, even
as several other northeastern
states registered deficit rainfall
thismonsoon.

Rains have been wrecking
havocin thehilly statesincelate
July,resultingin 12 deaths.

Asmanyas3,000familieshave
alsobeen displaced across 400 vil-
lages, according to Nagaland

State Disaster Management

Authority. “The damage this

year is unprecedented in his-

tory,” said Temjen Toy, chief Sec-
retary. Nagaland had contrib-
uted Ylcrore towards Kerala’s
flood relief, earlier thismonth.
“#Nagaland needs your #help.
Incessantrain has caused floods
& landslides in several parts of
the state & have affected many,”
tweeted out the chief secretary.
The state hasrequested the cen-
tre3219 croreasimmediate help.
According to officials, the
demand is likely to go up to 400
crore. The damage is pegged at
around 3800 croreasofnow.
Interestingly, Northeast
received deficitrainfall this year.
Lcecording to figures from the
Regional Metrological Centre,
Guwahati, upto August 29, Naga-
land has seen a 26% deficit this
season, while Assam has 30%,
Meghalaya 43%, Manipur 68%,

Arunachal Pradesh46%, Tripura
17% and Mizoram6%. -

“Itisthenature of therainfall
whichisdisruptive,” said Johnny
Asin, adisaster management offi-
cial with the Nagaland govern-
ment. “ It pours 100 mm in one
hour,” hesaid.

The primary cause of flooding
hasbeenattributedtotherelease
of water, twice, from the Doyang
Hydro electric project dam
located in Nagaland's Wokha dis-
trict. The water has flooded
downstream areas including
Golaghatdistrictin Assam.

All the districts in Nagaland,
includingKohima and Dimapur
havebeen affected.

“The state of affairs is so sad
that the main Dimapur to
Kohima national highway is
blocked,” the chief secretary said.
Asin, the disaster management
official said arrangements have
been made to divert traffic
through ruralroads.

“Wearenotallowingany truck
with load of more than ten ton-
nes,” hesaid. “Roadsinasmany
as3591ocations havebeen cut-off,
sending the state into an emer-
gency situation.”

Kiphere, adistrictin Nagaland
that borders Myanmar is the
worst affected. “We are hoping
that the seven smaller trucks
with 1,500 bags of rice whirh are
on their way from Dimapur will
gethereby tomorrowmorning,”
said MA Shihab the district dep-
uty commissioner. “But that
again will depend on the inten-
sity oftherains,” said Shihab.

6 killed, 1 hurt in U’khand
as MeT issues Sept 1 alert

DEHRADUN: Six died, one injured
and search for one more contin-
ued after a house was buried
under landslidein Tehri of Uttar-
akhand. The Meteorological
Department (MeT) has warned
heavy to very heavy rainfall in
eightdistricts on September 1and
2 following which the govern-
thent hasissued the advisory.
Afamilyofeight wasburiedin
thelandslide early Wednesday in
Kot village near Budhakedar.
Governor Baby Rani Maurya

victims. Chiefminister TSRawat
alsoexpressed condolencetothe
family. He instructed the DM to
makearrangementsforthetreat-
ment of the injured persons and
permissible financial assistance
should be provided.

MeT department had warned
heavy rainfall at isolated places
in Nainital, Champawat, US
Nagar, Chamoli, Rudraprayag,
Pauri and Dehradun. The Ris-
hikesh-Kedarnath NH 107 was
also blocked due to a landslide

Foialia

S ,r:fk':'""" £ - 5. 3
g Hydro dam. HrPHoTO
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= Fioods in Naga_land have been attributed to the release of water from Doyan

A low-down on moonsoon rains

The current deficit is just 1% more than the IMD forecast. The second long-range forecast

had predicted 95% rain across the country this monsoon season

- ) While the entire country registered an overall deficit of -6% rain fall, Manipur posted the
/0 maximum deficit at -68% followed by Meghalaya, Lakshadweep, Arunachal and Nagaland

STATUS EE Large excess Excess &% Normal B Deficient EE Large deficient
CHECK 60% or more 20% to 59% -19% to 19% -59% to -20% -99% to -60%
Jammu & From June 1-August 29, 2018

?;f;)m” (Figures in brackets show
° ‘(J_t;i/”;k“a”d departure from normal)
Himachal #
Eri$ih
~470) el Assam Arunachal
: DELHI sikkim o/) [ Pradesh
Punjab i (11%) (-26%) | °
4% (-8%) 5 | (-38%)
fﬁaryaon)a { Bihar J ‘ % 3
o, .
(-24%) (-20%). - B,
& “ Nagaland
A - g
- Ty T (-28%)
i - Manipur
RS (-68%)
' & Mizoram
¥ (7%)

. Tripura
Gujarat &17?)}
(-18%) eghalaya

(-43%)
@ \é\/est B(;ngal
Telangana ; -20%
(13%) Gk Jharkhand

(11%)
Chhattisgarh
(3%)

;(am;ataka S énddhrah

2% raqges

) (%)

Arabian » ay of

Sea ———— Tamil Bengal
Nadu )

Lakshadweep (-10%

(-42%) (36%)

Source: IMD, Govt of India
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Kerala was exemplary in its response to the floods.

The challenge lies in rebuilding for the future

29-3F

- MURALEE THUMMARUKUDY

THERE HAVE BEEN many distinguishing
facts — high literacy, deep penetration of
grass roots democracy, high degree of
women’s empowerment — that set Kerala
apart from other Indian states. In fact, econ-
omists often discuss the Kerala Model of
Development, where an improved quality
of life was achieved without a massive in-
crease in per capita income:

All of the above qualities came in handy
when Kerala was faced with the dual disas-
ter early thismonth. As the biggest flood ina
century marooned over a million people in
their homes, it was not the official systems
that managed to rescue them or arrange re-
lief. People from all walks of life — fishermen
to IT professionals, housewives and college
students — came together to [end a helping
hand. As the state administration was over-
whelmed by a large number of rescue calls,
many of them without complete informa-
tionand oftenin duplicate, young profession-
als sitting around the world quickly estab-
lished a 24x7 help-desk that received the
calls, eliminated duplicates, found exact co-
ordinates from Google Earth and relayed pre-
cise information to the rescue teams. Relief
camps came up all around and there was no
shortage of resources. While a few camps did
have shortages of food or dress in the initial
days, the bigger problem was that an excess
of supplies carne from near and far. Caste, re-
ligion, political ideology did not matterin the
rescue and relief operations. It was Keralaat
itsbest. -

While Kerala did exceptionally well in
post-disaster rescue and relief, its perform-
ance in the pre-disaster situation was notas
exemplary. Since 2012,1 have been warning
that a flood similar in dimension to the one
in 1924 (Flood of 99, as the old generation
called it), will come.  had also said that land-
use near the rivers has been modified on the
false protection offered by the large number
of dams built in the last 50 years. Based on
my experience in Pakistan and Thailand,
where dams extended the floods and exac-
erbated the misery, I had called for better at-
tention to land-use planning and improved

People often make the

- mistake of thinking about

the last disaster and not the
next one. Apartments were
safe during this event as
people took shelter in the
higher floors. Already there
are advertisements
promising “flood-safe”
apartments. But the next

" disaster in Kerala could well

be a fire in a high-rise
apartment. So moving
people from riverside villas
to apartments downtown is
only transferring the risk,
not reducing it. Only
integrated land-use planning
based on multiple risks can
truly achieve sustainable
disaster risk reduction.

coordination of reservoir management.

I'was home for the holidays in May 2018
and my mother told me it had been raining
since mid April. Normally, the monsoon be-
ginsonly in late May or early June. So, inces-
santrain since April was an indication of the
shape of things to eome. In mid-June, as the
monsoon intensified, I posted on my
Facebook (which has over 70,000 followers)
that it was customary for the media in Kerala
to call me after a disaster and my preference
was to be spoken to before a disaster
happens. [ will give you a clue, I told media
personnel.

Sadly, this clue was also not followed up.
Now when everybody, from Opposition
leaders to laymen, is asking why were dam
spillways not opened earlier so as to create
holding capacity to absorb excess rainfall
upstream, which could have reduced the
intensity of the flood below the dams, the
dam operators have no convincing answer
except to blame the weather forecast. In
fact, modelling of reservoirs only needs
rainfall trends, and not precise [ong-term
forecasts. While T am not privy to the exact
background to various decisions, my as-
sumption is the latest tools of reservoir
management are not available to dam and
reservoir managers.

But now is not the time to find fault with
individuals or institutions. Kerala needs all
the help it can get from every source, be it
funds from the Centre or the best technical
practices from the international community.

But before rushing into rebuilding, we -

should understand that if we were to rebuild
Kerala as before, we are recreating exactly
the same vulnerabilities that existed before.
That would be anirresponsible act.

In Japan, after every tsunami, people
place a stone marking the extremities of the
tsunami so that later generations can see a
mark beyond which they should not build.
No such effort was made either by the gov-
ernment or civil society after the 1924
floods. A good start for reconstruction by the
current generation will be to mark the flood
levels, in their homes and in every public

place (schools, government offices, temples
etc), so that this information is handed down
to the next generation.

Butwe should not focus our attention on
just flooding, as we plan rebuilding. People
often make the mistake of thinking about
the last disaster and not the next one.
Apartments were safe during this event as
people took shelter in the higher floors.
Already there are advertisements promis-
ing “flood-safe” apartments. But the next
disaster in Kerala could well be a fire in a
high-rise apartment. So moving people from
riverside villas to apartments downtown is
only transferring the risk, not reducing it.
Onlyintegrated land-use planning based on
multiple risks can truly achieve sustainable
disaster risk reduction.

Itis also time Kerala took climate change
seriously. Both sea-level rise and high inten-
sity rainfall is going to make flooding more
frequent in Kerala. Some low-lying parts of
Kerala, such as Kuttanad and Ernakulam
town, are particularly vulnerable to flood-
ing. Cyclone Ockhi has demonstrated that
Kerala is also susceptible to cyclonic winds.
So, future Kerala also has to be designed
keeping the changing climate in mind.

The United Nations Environment
Programme has been promoting ecosystem-
based approaches to disaster risk reduction
and climate change adaptation. In the con-
textof floods, for example, what needs to be
doneistoreserve enough land for the river to
expand at the time of flooding. That means
disallowing the building of houses near rivers
and reserving the land for agricultural pur-
poses. Besides, it should be declared in ad-
vance that farmers will be compensated for
losses due to floods. If there are cities near
rivers, they will have to be protected by safety
walls. However, the density of population
should not be allowed torise beyond a point,
asis followed in Europe now.

The writer is operations manager at Post-
conflict and Disaster Management branch of
United Nations Environment Programme.
Views are personal
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELﬂI, 29 AUGUST

Intheir firstbilateral engage-
mentsince the installation of

anew government in Islam-

abad on 18 August, Indiaand
Pakistan onWednesdaybegan
theirtwo-daytalks on water-
related issuesunder the ambit
ofthe 1960 IndusWater Treaty
(IWT).

The nine-member Indian
delegation was led by Water
Commissioner PK Saxena
while Commissioner forIndus
Water Syed Mehar Ali Shah
headed the Pakistani side at
thetalks beingheldin Lahore
in a conducive atmosphere.

During the talks, the two
countries are expected to put

~ stand on water

. between

fonhtheumspecnve >
disputes

them. A
jointstate-
ment is
expectedto
beissued on

8.
The last meetmg of the

India-Pakistan Permanent |
Indus Commission (PIC) was -

held in New Delhi in March
duringwhich bothsides shared
details of the water flow and
the quantum of water being
used under the 1960 Indus
Waters Treaty.

Indiaand Pakistan signed

the IIeatym 1960dﬁer f

 nineyearsofnego-
_ tiations, with
the World
Bank being

asignatory.
‘The treaty

sets’ out a

mechamsmfur
cooperation
and mformanon exchange
between the two countries

- regarding their use of rivers.

However, there were dis-
agreements and differences

between India and Pakistan -

over the treaty. The two sides
willalso finalise the schedule

of future meetings of the PIC

and visits of the teams of the
Indus commissioners. The

water commissioners ofIndia

and Pak]stan are reqmred to
meettwiceayearand arrange
technical visits to project’ sites
and critical river head works.

The meeting hetween the

~'watercommissioners is being

seenasaposmvedevelopment

‘in the tension-ridden rela-

tionship between India and
Pakistan, Pakistan'snew Prime
Minister Imran Khan has, in
Tecentstatements, givenfirm
indication of his commit-
ment to normalise ties with
India. However, New Delhihas
madeit clearthat theresump-
tion of a formal’ dxalogue
between the two countries
‘hinges on Pakistan showing
sincerity in dealing with ter-

‘rorism-emanating from ‘its

soil agalnst [ndxa

| culat

Imra

‘M

Ministerfor human rights

Sh,lreenMazar madetherey-
: Cabinetandalso ) Prime Min-

e will preparethe pro-
posal within aweek and cir-_

mong all Lhe stake -

wouldbe presented before the ';

approved, we will move for-
ward onit,” said Mazari, who
is considered as close to the
powerful army. The 'army,

through ta]ks

r Treaty talksin Lahore
 govt p{epaﬂng_ Pl‘f?pos!al to (4P

“which enjoys co1_,1dural)le-
“influence over pelicy decisions -
_in Pakistan, has ruled the

country for much of its life

~ sinceitgained independence

70 years ago. When asked
about the status of the draft,

“the muustenesp()nded ‘it's

almost ready.” In his victory

: ,speech last month, Khan
- expressed his vnllmgness to

improve Pakistan's ties with

~ India and said that his gov-
~ ernmentwouldlike thelead-

ersofthe two sides for esolve
all dlsputes, 1ncludmg the
“core issue” of Kashmlr,




How not to do an environmental assessment

Anurban ILde\elomem project must apply for approvals in an integrated manner

MAN]JU MENON &
VIDYA VISWANATHAN

he “redevelopment” pro-
Tjects of Delhi which have

been in the news are caught
up in legal tangles. In these, it is
the ones related to their environ-
mental approvals that stand out.
This article outlines three ways in
which these projects have used
the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) process to subvert the
right of citizens to a better envi-
ronment. A case in point is the ap-
proval process for the “World
Trade Centre” in Nauroji Nagar in
south Delhi.

EIA reports are a critical com-
ponent of India’s environmental
decision-making process in that
they are supposed to be a detailed
study of the potential impacts of
proposed projects. Based on these
reports, the Environment Ministry
or other relevant regulatory bo-
dies may or may not grant appro-
val to a project. The EIA reports

are also important to define mea-
sures that the project could take in
order to contain or offset project
impacts. To ensure that they are
an accurate account of scientific
facts and observations, the law
mandates the engagement of an
accredited independent EIA con-
sultant to undertake the study.

A case of no ethics

The EIA reports of the redevelop-
ment projects are an exercise in
the worst possible research prac-
tices and ethics. The consultant
for the Nauroji Nagar project has
used material from copyrighted
papers, webpages and other EIA
reports. It even mentions that the
water quality study was underta-
ken in 2015, one year before the
project was commissioned to
NBCC. It cites eight water quality
monitoring locations for the study
which are situated in Tamil Nadu.
This content can be traced back to
the EIA report of Tamil Nadu Min-
erals Ltd. which was prepared by
the same consultant. Another ex-
ample is the text under “Hydroge-
ology of PIA District” on page 42 of
the EIA report. This is a carbon co-
py of material from a copyrighted
book (2015) titled “Management of
Water, Energy and Bio-resources

T T e e~ e

GETTY IMAGES

in the Era of Climate Change:
Emerging Issues and Challenges”.

Such research practices in EIAs
continue unabated because of the
Environment Ministry’s failure to
come down heavily on this. In the
end, it is citizens who have to bear
the brunt.

Gaps and errors

There are many instances of mis-
sing or misleading information
which understate the potential im-
pact of these projects. For exam-
ple, the EIA’s “Terms of Reference’
(ToR) for Nauroji Nagar, which is
essentially a commercial project,
fail to mention the word “commer-
cial”. Instead, it states that the pro-
ject is for the “modernization” of
government residential colonies.
The NBCC’s “World Trade Centre”

that is proposed to be built at this
site has been called “a commercial
complex” by the EIA report. The
ToR requires the EIA report to in-
clude a detailed traffic impact ana-

- lysis, but this is missing. The re-

port is also oblivious to the many
archaeological and cultural herit-
age sites that will be affected by
the construction. Other examples
are: A “Table 3-20: List of animal
species in the study area” on page
76 lists the names of trees, while
common plankton has been listed
as fish species on page 81.

The EIA Notification 2006 says
that “deliberate concealment and/
or submission of false or mislead-
ing information or data...” can lead
to a rejection of the application or
cancellation of the approval. But it
is unlikely that the Ministry will
pursue this line against these pro-
jects as it would mean stopping
the project of the more powerful
Ministry of Urban Development.

No public hearings

ElA-based approvals for most pro-
jects also involve the process of
conducting public hearings in or-

der that the views and opinions of

people who are likely to be affect-
ed can be taken on board before a
decision to approve the project is

made. Ina world that is challenged
by environmental degradation
and social conflicts, scholars have
upheld public participation to be a
“threshold condition” for
development.

Yet, it is disappointing that the
government has generously ex-
empted real estate projects from
holding consultations. Since Del-
hi’s “redevelopment” projects
were approved without public
consultation, any problems raised
now by citizens, such as those
about the ElAs, will be rendered
“post facto”. Nauroji Nagar has al-
ready been razed to the ground —
homes, trees and all.

Citizen action and litigation has
forced the project proponents and
the Ministry of Urban Develop-
ment to state that they will revise
their plans to reduce or prevent
tree felling. But this response is
neither adequate nor legally ac-
ceptable. The Delhi High Court
that is hearing this matter must en-
sure that these redevelopment
projects reapply for approvals as a
single integrated one, and in ac-
cordance with the law.

Manju Menon and Vidya Viswanathan are
researchers at the Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi



