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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

- New Delhi, 29 November

Union minister for water

~ resources Uma Bhartitoday

said the government would

soon bring out a draft model
 law for water harvesting

that would address varl-

~ ous issues relating to
. conservation of ground,
 surfaceandrain water and
. promote treated water from
~ non-portable purposes.

* Since water is a state sub-
ject, it was yet to seen how

~ helpful it would be in water

conservation as the new
law might not be binding on
states for implementation.

Inaugurating a nation-

" al seminar on Acquifer

Mapping and Ground water
Management, “Bhujal Man-

than-I1”, Bharti called for

serious efforts towards bet-
ter ground water manage-

ment. o

The government ha
plans to complete aquifer

mapping across the coun-

“Tamil Nadu should
. bemore concerned
about Karnataka and
vice-versa. Only then
can we promote

national integration _Pails _ -
: ¥ .. She said, “It will not be

tpossible to make this move-

and unity’

try in the next three years
and to recharge ground
water on priority basis in
dark blocks of the country
where ground water has
been over exploited, she
sald. IR

“The Centre has afteady

set up a committee com-
prising secretaries of Water
Resources, Rural Develop-
ment, Environment and
Agriculture to suggest ways
to conserve fast-depleting
eroundwater levels through
acquifer recharge, partic-
ularly in drought-hit areas
mainly Marathwada and
Bundelkhand. The commi-

ttee is likely to submit its
report in a month’s time, . -

Bharti said. She also

-Covering L., YIS

referred to success achieved
by Israel in water usage and
stressed the need for mak-

ing water conservation a

national movement with
large scale public partici-
ation. S

mefit a success without
large-scale participation of
every section of thesociety”.
- Theminister expressed
concern over inter-state

water disputes, and urged
all stakeholders to have a

national prospective on

water-related 1ssues.

“1t should be the endeav-
our of every concerned
state to think about the
other side. Odisha should
think more about Chhattis-
garh. similarly Chhattisga-
rh about Odisha. “Tamil
Nadu should be more
concerned about Karnata-

ka and vice-versa. Only

then can we promote nation-

-al integratjon.and unity,”
Bharti said.
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_NEW DE_LHI, NOVEMBER 29

Haryana’s plea for imme-

‘diate construction of the

o SY"L_ canal has been listed

for  hearing © by -
~Justices PC . Ghose and
Amitava Roy will take up
the case at 3 pm.

On November 21, Justree
- UU Lalit had opted out of
> hearing the case Wlthout
~ giving any reasorL
" Haryana’s.

Bench comprising  Jus-
_tices Ghose and Lalit but
when the case was called
~out for hearing, Justice

Lalit said he was recusing

~from it. Haryana then took
“up the matter with the
- Bench headed by Chlef
Justice TS Thakur for an
- early hearing.

In its application,
- Haryana has sought con-

SYL canal _
“state’s plea today™

| applleatlon 4
had been hsted before a.

tmuanee of the Umon

. Home Secretary and Pun-
- Jab’s Chief Secretary and
DGP as the joint custodi-
an of the land acquired for
. construction of the SYL
_ the

~ Supreme Court tomorrow,

canal. The state also

prayed for construction of

the canal as dlrected by

the apex court in the judg- }

ments of J anuary 15, 2002

-and June 4, 2004.
 Haryana has approached
‘the Supreme Court for
‘stalling PunJab s move fo
_obstruct the construction
“of the canal meant for

‘carrying the Ravi and
Beas waters . .
On November 17,

_.Haryana had sought an

urgent hearlng contend-
ing that the case had
become an exPIoswe 1ssue
in the wake of the steps

being taken by Punjab in

the past few days to frus-
frate the apex court’s ryl-
ings.

The matter was,

SC to h e ar

therefore l1sted for hear—
ing tomorrow | -

" .Giving its opinion on the
2004 Premdentral refer-
ence, the SC had ruled on
November 10 that the
Punjab Termination of
,Agreements Act, 2004, was
in vielation of the Constl-
tution,  the Inter-State

~ Water Dlsputes Act, 19586,

and the Punjab Reorgam-

sation Act, 1966, besides

‘being agamst two apex

. court Judgments delivered
.on January 15 2002 and

June 4, 2004.
Fol]ovnng the N ovember

10 ruhng, the Punjab gov-

ernment denotified about
5,000. acres of - "land
acquired for the SYL canal
while the State Assembly -
adopted a resolution for
stalling canal work by the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) and
for demanding charges for
river waters.

Covering L., Y)&




.

News item/ietier/article/editorial publishied on /\/:7)7?/(’9 e ] ;ﬂ Zé in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bherat Times (Hindi) NM.P.Chronicle
Statesman . . Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Az} (Hindi)

The Times of India (N, The Hindu Indian Nation

indian ExXpress Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya {Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of Indiz (A)

Hindustan (Hindi)

Deccan Herald Rlitz

and documented at Bhagirath(Efiglish)& Publicity Section, CV/C.

To 1ron out any possible
glitch in presenting Punjab’s
case on the SYL canal in the

Supreme Court, ChlE‘.'f Minis- utmost sensmvrl:y
' ter Parkash Singh Badal T -
‘today met senior counsel C‘I‘WParkashSlntadalon

" Harish Salve in New Delhi.

Salve is representing the campaign to appeal to the Presr - S
_state in the case, slated for dent to get justice for the state 3 e
heari November 30. ~ overriverwaters. The govem R
‘hearing on November 30. =~ 0wl gather 25 lakh signa- -+ B e
A pokesperson for the Chiel.“tures o be sentto the Presidert. ;, e
Mirnuster’s office said that dur- L]

- » —
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Tuesday launched a Signature - :

—

and legal issue, but also an
emotive . issue for Punjab,
which must be tackled wzth

| = !_')0 ]
SYL. Badal meets counsel
L‘ Ravi § SINGH mgthe dlscusmonmth Salve, B -,' |

| TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE Badal apprised him that the =% e

{ NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29 SYL:was not merely apolitical ‘ ji.-‘ ._
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I'HESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 29 November

The National Green Tribunal
has granted permission to
NHALI to build a bridge and
approach roads over the
Yamuna river for Delhi-
Meerut Expressway noting the
project “will aid environ-

- ment rather than harming it”.

The green panel cleared the
decks for the project after tak-

- ing into account the recom-
- mendation of Principal Com-

mittee, constituted by the

'NGT for Yamuna Revitalisa-

tion, which said that “project
may be allowed” subject to ful-

filling of certain conditions
including increasing the cost
- of monitoring during con-
- struction phase of bridge by
- nearly Rs 2.5 crore. |

“This plan was also consid-

ered by the Principle Com-

mittee and the Principle Com-

“mittee recommended the said
- project mainly on the ground

that the project will aid the
environment rather than

" harming it subject to pre-

scribed conditions recom-
mended being complied with.
We, therefore donot see any

- impediment in granting per-
- mission as solicited.

“We, therefore, permit ap-

- plicant and there concession-
. aire/ contractors and other
officers, agents and repre-

sentatives from carrying out

' necessary construction for ex-
-Covering L., YIS ‘
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pansion of ex1st1ng lea
muddin bridge, Ringroad in

terms of the proposed proj-

ect. Subject to strict compli-
ance of the conditions recom-

‘mended by the Principle
Committee,” a bench headed
by Justice U D Salvi said.

Counsel appearing for
National Highways Author-

ity of India's (NHAI) assur-

ed the bench that it would ap-

point IIT- Roorkee or Delhi for

monitoring and supervision
of environmental manage-
ment plan during construc-
tion stage.

The Principal Committee,

headed by Secretary of Min-

istry of Water Resources,
had recommended that proj-
ect proponent should save
“as many trees” as possible
and no wetland area on the
floodplains should be distur-
bed during the construction
phase.

The Principal Committee

also comprises Special Sec-

retary of MoEE, Joint Secre-
tary of Ministry of Water
Resources, Delhi Chief Sec-
retary, DDA, Delhi Jal Board,
municipal corporations,
Commissioner and others.
Professors C R Babu, A K
Gosain, Brij Gopaland A A

-Kazmi of IIT-Roorkee are al-

so members of the Principal
Committee, which also said

that strong iron marshes of
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B mch hel ght should be erec-

ted along the proposed bridge
to stop the public from throw-
ing solid waste in the Yamu-
na.

. The order came on a plea

_ﬁledNHAIplea seeking NGT's

-nod for building of bridges
and approach roads over
Yamuna.

In its plea, NHAI had said
that currently the route be-
tween Delhi and Meerut (NH-
58) had frequent jams caus-
ing lot of inconvenience 10
traffic between the two cities
and the project will reduce the
time of travel to 40-45 minutes
from three hours at present.

NHAI had moved NGT in
view of a 2015 order saying
that construction of “new
barrages and roads, railway
and metro bridges and em-
bankments and bunds” should
not be permitted.

However, in exceptional
cases, “a critical impact of
their potential impact on
flood aggravatmn and envi-
ronmental clearances should
be made mandatory”, it had
said. The Delhi-Meerut
Expressway will be built
through public- private-part-
nership mode and slated to be
operational by March 2018.
The project starts from
National Highway-2 at Ring
Road in Delhi and ends at
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh.
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