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BENGALURU: The state gov-
ernment’s plan to revive
lakes in Bengaluru seems

' tohave hit stalemate.

I

Forget removing existing
encroachments on lakes, the
- district administrative ma-
' chinery is not even cracking
; down on potential land-grab-
- bers. Officials say they can’t
, take action until the govern-
i ment decides on the yet-to-be-
! submitted report of the legis-
" lature committee on lake
; encroachments headed by
| Speaker K B Koliwad. The in-
_ertia could prove costly as
. lakes on deathbed could be re-
| vived if the government and
i its various arms act swiftly.
i Eshwarappa, who is associ-
{ ated with People’s Campaign
I for Right to Water, said there
. were several lakes that faced
| fresh encroachment as the gov-
! ernment agencies had become
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Officials say they can't take action until the government
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decides on the yet-to-be-submitted report of the legislature
committee on lake encroachments. DH FILE PHOTO

indifferent. “We are seeing
fresh encroachments happen-
ing everywhere. I have person-
ally seen new encroachments
at Ele Mallapa Shetty lake on
Hoskote Road near KR Puram,
Horamavu Agara lake, Benni-
ganahalli lake, Subramanyapu-
ra lake, Chikka.Kallasandra

lake and Sarakki lake, We gave
several representations to var-
ious agencies but to no avail.
The government is not keen on
lake conservation,” he said.
The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) has
drawn an action plan for revival
of seven lakes, including Sarak-

ki and Subramanyapura lakes.
It received the government’s
approval and called tenders.
The Palike intends to set up
sewage treatment plants, lay
sewage diversion pipes, de-silt
lakes and beautify them.

The biggest hurdle, however,
is encroachment on these
lakes. BBMP chief engineer
(lakes) S Somashekar said he

- wrote to the district authorities

to clear encroachments but
there was no response. “I tried
to make several phone calls to

| the officials concerned but no

one returned them. We want
the tahsildars to demarcate the
boundary of each lake and re-
move encroachments on it. But
this is not happening,” he said.

When contacted, Bengaluru
South Tahsildar S M Shivaku-
mar said, “The legistature com-
mittee headed by Speaker KB
Koliwad was constituted to
look into lake encroachments.
We are waiting for the govern-
ment to take a decision once

Bureaucratic inertia hits plan
‘torevive Bluru’s dying lakes
| Land-grabbers eye 1al<ebeds as officials wait for govt go-ahead to act

the report is submitted.”
Koliwad maintained that
there are no restrictions on the

district authorities to crack
down on lake encroachments.
“The survey hasbeen conducted

and encroachments have been
identified. It is the duty of the
executive (bureaucrats) to clear
the encroachments. Nobody has
stopped them. In fact, nobody
had ever stopped them. We can
only submit our report, which
we willdoin due course,” he said.
Rajajinagar MLA S Suresh
Kumar, who resigned from the
committee last December in
protest against Koliwad contin-
uing to head the panel despite
being elected Speaker, echoed
him. “These are just lame ex-
cuses. Nobody can stop the au-
thorities from stopping fresh
lake encroachments. They are
empowered enoughtoact.” He
conceded that a majority of
lakes were in a pathetic state
but could be revived.
DH News Service
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‘Cotirse correction

‘of Saraswati ‘revival

. VISHAL Iosm T’%I

- TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KURUKSHETRA, JANUARY 30

| More than a year after work

began on the ambitious

" Saraswati rejuvenation proj-
ect, the Manohar Lal Khattar -

Government seems to have

. done a course correction.
" Realising that the river's

revival was “impossible”, the

- panel formed for the task has

changed the project’s target
from “river rejuvenation” to
“flowing rainwater into the

: conventional Saraswatl drain’

round the year”.

Haryana Saraswati Her--
Jtage Development Board

Deputy Chairman Prashant

~ Bhardwaj said, “One cannot

create glacierstorejuvenate a

‘mighty river like  the
revival is

Saraswati. So,

; unposs1ble But 1t is possxble
" to construct a water channel

and feed it with rainwater.”
Bhardwaj said the Haryana
authorities had identified 150
natural depressions in vari-
ous parts, which would be
used to feed the Saraswati
channel from Adi Badri in
Yamunanagar {o Sirsa, These
low-lying spots he said, were
over 50 acres in area and rain-
water accumnulated there
would be channeled into the

already existing channel.

Bemdes, check dams in the

" catchment .area of Somb, a

rain-fed river in Yamunana-
gar, would be used to feed the
channel, which had “reli-
gious sanctity”, he said.

‘Bhardwaj said there was also
~a proposal to connect the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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