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Nainital: Uttarakhand high
courtonThursday ordered the
Uttarakhand  Environment
Protection & Pollution Control
Board (UEPPCB) to “close

- down all hotels, ashrams and

industries which are polluting
the Ganga by strictly enfor-
cing the court’s orders passed
earlierin thisregard.”

The HC made the observa-
tions while commenting that
the administration exhibited
laxity in shutting down the
pollutmgumts

This isthethirdtimeinthe
past four months that the co-
urt has stressed on the need to

" close establishments pollu-

ting Ganga and pulled up tho-
seresponsiblefor enforcingit.

The division bench of Jus-
tice RajivSharmaand Justice
Alok Singh was hearing a pe-
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The HC asked the Uttarakhand env1ronment protectnon body to close

o]ltmg Gg ’khand HC

down all hotels, ashrams and industries that are poliuting the Ganga

tition related to cleaning of
Ganga filed by Nainital-based
advocate Lalit Miglani, and
reviewing the work done on
the orderspassed by them.On
December 2 last year, the co-
urt had issued an exhaustive
order which stated that “the

ashrams at Haridwar would
be ordered to be sealed and
closed down in case untreated
sewage is permitted by them
to flow in the Ganga directly
without treatment.”

Ithad alsoasked foraspeci-
al audit to be done by the

Nai Duriy
The Times of India (A)
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Comptroller and Auditor Ge-

neral (CAG) of “all centrally- :
financed schemes launched to !
rejuvenate river Ganga.” It

‘had also directed the UEPPCB

totakeaction against180 indu-
stries, to whom show cause no- :
ticeshadbeen issued in2015-16.
An immediate closure of aro-
und 106 industries within the
vicinity of the river — which
had been already served noti-
ces but failed to comply — was
alsoordered by the court.
OnMarchl?, theHCpulled
up the UEPPCB showing ‘se-
rious displeasure’ in the way
the board had acted and not

- closed polluting units as di-

rected. It also directed the dis-
trict magistrate, Haridwar to
ensure that all industries, ho-
tels and commercial estab-
lishments discharging sewa-
ge/ industrial effluent direct-
ly in the Ganga be closed wit-
hinaweek.
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BEUING The Indo- Gangeﬁcpla.m'
willfaceextreme climati¢ ,condl-,

tions such as severe drotightsif.

theburning offossil fuel contin-
ues unabated and government
policiesfailtointervene,agroup
of Indian and Chineseresearch-
ershaswarned.. .

The droughts, a possible
resultof therecklessburningof
fossil fuels combined with
regional warming, willleadtoa

fall in agricultural produce, K

compromising India’sfood secu-

That wasn’t the only conclu-
sion because of dependency on-
theintensity of monsoonand the

- variability ofgovernment inter-

vention, “extremewetevents”or -

floodswill be a probability too.
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. ALARM BELLS lndié Cfuna researdh team says drought ﬂoods to hit nation’s food‘ secunty

“A two-year study was con- -

ducted at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS)in Beijing, the
Beijing Normal University and
the University of Cambridge.
“Dissecting the projected
changeledtotheconclusion that
notonly willincidences of clima-
tological and extreme drought
increase dramatically. in the

-~ future, but extreme wet events

p Wﬂlalsobecomemoreprobable

due to increased vanablhty,
mdlcatmg that extreme nts,

- Covering L., YIS

mcludmg droughts and ﬂoods,
will become more commoninthe
Indo-Gangetic plain,” said

. Debashis Nath, one of the

researchers.

The study, published in the
scientificjowrnal Earth’s Future
inMarch, analysed climate data
from the region between 1961
and 2012 and juxtaposed it

" againsttwoscenariostill theend
of thiscentury.
- The first scenario was one

' boy catches‘ﬁsh ina dned-up pond near the banks uf the Ganges riverin Allahabad

where pohcxes led to increased
irrigation and cut down the
emission of greenhouse gases;
second where authorities failed
to take steps and the region
became prone to climatic

changes, Thesituationis compli-,

cated by thefact that agriculture
inIndia is mostly rain-fed.

“We found that in the Indo-
" GangeticPlainregion, the proba-
bility of drought is 45% and the
region has become drought-

REiJTERs FILE

pronein recent decades Cereal
production has declined from
2000, whichisconsistent withthe
increase in drought-affected
areas from 20% t025% to 50% to
60% before and after 2000,” said
Reshmita Nath, one of the
researchersattached to CAS.
Theregionsstudied included
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
West Bengal and parts of Mad-
hyaPradesh and Odisha.
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