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Cyclone Mora batters

T- 9/

Bangladesh

Nature’s fury: 6 dead I Over b lakh evacuated | More than 20,000 houses damaged

DHAKA, MAY 30
At least six persons were
killed as Cyclone Mora made
landfall in Bangladesh today,
packing winds of up to 150
km per hour and damaging
several houses, with authori-
ties scrambling to evacuate
nearly half a million people
from the coastal areas.

The Bangladesh Meteoro-
logical Department said the
severe cyclonic storm ‘Mora’
moved northward over North
Bay and started crossing
Cox’s Bazar-Chittagong
coast at 6 am (local time). It is
likely to move in a northerly
direction further, it said.

One of the six persons died
of a heart attack during the
storm while others were
killed by falling trees and
houses in Cox’s Bazar and
Rangamati, local media
reported. Road Transport
Minister Obaidul Quader
told the media that around
20,000 houses were dam-
aged. The authorities moved
hundreds of thousands of
people to shelters.

Under the cyclone’s inftu-
ence, gusty or squally wind
with rain or thunder show-
ers were continuing over
North Bay and the coastal
districts and maritime ports
of Bangladesh, the Daily
Star reported.

“Wind speed is estimated at

—

l INDEﬁ. BRACES FOR THE STORM

B As the severe cyclonic storm
has moved inland towards
India, authorities have
warned of heavy rain in the
northeastern states of Tripu~
ra, Mizoram, Manipur, Naga-

" land and Arunachal Pradesh

% Fishermen have been asked not
to venture into the sea in Odisha
and West Bengal. The cyclone is

| likely to continue to move
towards the North<East and
weaken into a cyclonic storm

! “and then Into-a deep depression
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®The death toll in floods and
landslides caused by Mora
in Sri Lanka has risen to 183,
with another 110 people stiil |
missing. The island nation
has witnessed its worst tor-
rential rains in 14 years

®The adverse weather
condition has also forced
6,00,000 from their homes

leo ‘Matara

130 kmph in Saint Martins
Island and 150 kmph Cox’s
Bazarport after it hit the area
in between 6 am and 7 am,”
Cox’s Bazar Met official
AKM Nazmu! Hague said.
All flights were cancelled to
and from Chittagong inter-
national airport and the
Cox’s Bazar airports.

As many as 3,00,000 people
had been taken to shelters in
more than 10 districts most
vulnerable to the cyclone,
Additional Secretary Golam
Mostafa, a spokesman for the
disaster management min-

istry’s control room, was
quoted as saying by BD News.

“The people were moved
out to at least 400 cyclone
shelters or safer places like
school§ and government
offices in the coastal areas,” a
disaster management min-
istry spokesman said.

There are also fears for the
hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya refugees living in
makeshift homes after flee-
ing violence or persecution in
neighbouring Myanmar.

At least 2,5 million people in
10 districts risk falling in the

way of the severe cyclonic
storm. The districts at risk
were Cox’s Bazar, Chit-
tagong, Noakhali, Laksh-
mipur, Feni, Chandpur, Bar-

guna, Patuakhali, Bhola,
Barisal and Pirojpur.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina was monitoring the
situation from Vienna, where
she has gone to attend a con-
ference on atomic energy.
“The prime minister is
maintaining round-the-clock
communication with Dhaka
on the storm situation. She
has ordered all-out prepara-

tion to tackle the storm,” said
Thsanul Karim, Prime Minis-
ter’s press secretary.

Under the influence of the
cyclonic storm, ‘the -low-
lying’ areas of the coastal dis-
tricts and their offshore
islands were likely to be inun-
dated by storm surge of 4-5
feet height above normal
astronomical tide, the Met
office said.

All  fishing boats and
trawlers over North Bay and
déep sea have been advised
to remain in shelter till fur-
ther notice. — PTI
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Gurudongmar glacier recedes one- fourth Study

Chetan Chauhan

{12
« ChetanBhindustantimes. scom

NEWDELHI: The Gurudongmar gla-
cierin Sikkim-—thesource ofone
of iconic lakes in thé world by
same name — has receded one-

fourthsince1989, anewstudyhas .

found, implying down-stream
impactonhydro-power projects
and livelihood of peoplein Bengal
and Bangladesh.

The Gurudongmar lake,
named after founder of Tibetan
Buddhism in the 8th century
Guru Rinpoche, is main source
for Teesta river that flows
from Himalayas in Sikkim to

 Bangladesh.

The sharing of Teestd river
water is a contentious issue
between India and Bangladesh
with Bengal -chief minister
Mamata Banerjee refusing to
provideeven “single drop ofextra
water” to the neighotiring coun-
try whereitismain source ¢firri-
gation. Theriverhasmajorhydel
potential for Sikkim with projects

= Gurudongmar lake is main source for Teesta river that flows from

Himalayas in Sikkim to Bangladesh,

bver 5,000 MW either proposed or

under construction.

A new study published in
American Geophysical Union
this week saysthe Gurudongmar
glacier retreat has increased by
nearly four times between 1965
and 1989, “Between 1989and 2016,
the size of Gurudongmar lake
hasgrownby one-sixth of its size
in 1989,” said Mauri § Pelto,
professor of environmental stud-

e,
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WIKIPEDIA

iesatNichols College in Dudley,
Massachusetts, in a study on

'>Slkkm1 glaciers.

“Thestudy found that terminus
of the glacier has retreated by
about 600 meters (one-fourth of
the total length) since 1987 and
the lake has moved upwards.
“Theretreat distanceis substan-
tial giventhelengthoftheglacier
1525% of the 1996 glacier length of
2.4km,” the study based on satel-

lite images of the glacier in the
last 20 years found.
Gurudongmar likeallglaciers
in the region is different from
otherwinter accumulating Him-
alayan snow-sheets. Itis summer

.accumulation type :which

receives 80% of its snowfall dur-

ing monsoon months between

July and September.

“Following the summermmon- ' ‘

soonwhichends in early Septem-
ber there is a transition period
with some colder storm events
wherethe snowline drops. Than
November-February is the dry
winter monsoon with limited pre-
cipitation,” the study says.

The study also said between
2003 and 2012 the glacier lakes
in higher reaches of Sikkim
has increased with 85 new
onedetected inaddition to exist-
ing320.

Increase in lakes indicates —......—..

fastermeltingand fragmentation
of glaciers, a sign of climate
changeimpacton the Indian sub-
conditions biggest water source.

s
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CycloneMora helps bring

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEWDELH! 30 Ay

he southwest mon-

soon today hit Kerala

~and the Northeast,

two days ahead of

the scheduled arrival of the

crucial seasonal rainfal],

Cyclone Mora, which hitthe

Bangladesh coast today, aided

the advance of the monsoon,

director general of the India

Meteorological Department
K] Ramesh said.

The newswill bring cheer
tofarmers, especially from the
B droughi-hit states of Tamil

Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka.
More than 50 percent ofthe
country's farmers rely on
monsoon for growing their
produce.

The normal onset date
for the monsoon in Kerala,
which marks its official arrival
inthe country,isjune 1. Last
vear, the monsoon hit Kerala
onjunes8, seven days afterits
scheduled onset date, This

Arrival of Monssen In Kerals
Tmma!lmnsom

]
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vear, however, it has arrived
twodays beforeits scheduled
date.

“Southwest monsoon has
setin over Kerala today. Ithas
also advanced into some
parts of northeastern states
(some parts of Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh),” the
IMD said.

Conditionsare favourable
for further advance of the
southwest monsoon into
Temaining parts of south Ara-
bian Sea, Lakshadweep area
and Kerala, some parts of

ittwo daysahead of schedule

central Arabian Sea, coastal
and south interior Karnata-
ka.

Itisalsolikley to advance
into some more parts of Tamil
Nadu, southwest, west cen.
tral and east central Bay of
Bengal, most parts of north-
east Bay of Bengal and some
more parts of northeastern
states during the next three-
four days,

In its initial forecast, the
IMD has predicted a 'normal’
rainfall, owing to reduction
in the likelihood of El-Nino,
a phenomenon associated
with warming of the Pacific

waters. The IMD will come up -

with its second forecast for the
seasonin the first week of June.
Along with India, the mon-
soon also arrived in parts of
Bangladesh and Myanmar
today. .

Sri Lanka, where the mon-
Soonarrived on May 20, has
been witnessing heavy rain-
fall that has claimed nearly
200 lives.
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