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‘NEW DELHE Qrclomc storm
“Komen' hit the Bangladesh
coast on Thursday. evehing,
bmgmg with it hesvg;am-
fall in Gangetic West Bengal
and Odisha, the MET de-
partment said. -

After making landfall in
Bangladesh, it will move
west: norith-westwards and
weaken gradually.

“Rainfall would occur at
most places, with heavy to
very heavy rainfall at a few
places and extremely heavy
at isolated places over the
Gangetic West Bengal on Jig-
Iy 30-31 and heavy to very
heavy rainfall at a few places
on August 1" said Mrituniay
Mohapatra, head of the Cy-
clone ‘Warning Division of
the India Meteorological De-
partsment ($MD).

_There would be rains at
most places, with heavy to
very heavy rainfall at isolat-
ed places over the north-
eastern States of Mizoram,
Tripura and Assam tll
Friday.

Jharkhand will also wit-
ness heavy to very heavy

Covering L YiE

wuinairFriday and on Ay
Mﬁl o

“Scyually wind speed reac
hing 50-60 kmph gusting to
70 keniph would prevail along

and off West Bengal and .
north Odisha coasts during *

next 48 hours.

“Squally wind speed reac-
hmg 40-50 kmph gusting to
60 kmph would prevail over
Mizoram and Tripura com-
mencing from this evening
for next 24 hours and over
Gangetic West Bengal from
Friday morning. Sea condi-

tion would be high over

north Bay of Bengal during
the same period,” Mr. Moha-
patraadded. - PTT

Staff Reporters adds;
" Meanwhile, even as fiood
situation in Odisha has mar-
ginally improved, threat has

stifl loomed large over a few

digtricts. which could receive
heavy rain -under influence
of eyclonic storm Komen’”.

According to Bhubanes-

war Meateorological Centre,
cyclonic Komen over north-
east Bay of Bengal moved
north-eastwards. It predict-
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Odlsha

hea.vy to very hesey rain-
fall at éme or two places over
coastal Odisha and adjoining
Mayurbbanj district would
occur duxing nex‘t 24 hours.

DW‘?&: iiﬂ!ﬁely

dry with stray showers re-
ported at few places in the
State, It helped river water
getiing didcharged into sea
at faster pace.

Besides, people, who are
surrounded by flood waterin
Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore,
Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj
districts, managed to take
shelters at safe places with-
out much difficulty.

As per preliminary esti-
mate, about 4 lakh people of
358 villages under I1 Blocks
and one urban local bodies in
five districts have been af-
fected by the current spell of
flood, Three persons were
reported to bekilled. -

Five teams of Odisha Di-
saster Rapid Action Force
and one team of National Di-
saster Response Force have
been deployed in dlfferent
places.
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- ' (Lf\ and issued, .Warning .of
SHIMLA, TOLY 30 ‘ heavy rain in Yow & m:d
» | Showers lashed parts of hills on Ju}x
t gra district with Baijj- and August w0
o | nath being the wetlest _ o
1025 mm) followed by Chambedistheursioss
, | Dharamsala (67 mm), of¥15.22¢crore.
v | Jogindernagar (5% mm), Chamba: Chamba district ™
Palampur (55 mm), Gaggal  has incurreda ‘huge loss of
, | 29 mm), Byahi 8 mm) Rs 15.2% crore_to public
" § and Jubbar Hatti (5 mm). - and private property fol-
© 1 There was no apprecia- lowing incessan{ rain,
“ | ble change in the mini- stated an official report on
o | mum temperature. Key- Thursday The reports the
* | long in Lahau)-Spiti was rain had caused losses to .
¢ ¢ the coidest at night with the tune of Rs12.31 crore | §)
11144 C while the key to the PWD and Rs 250! [
1| tourist .destinations of crore to the Irrigation and | |*
v | Manali, Dathousie, Public Health (PH) | |{
; Dharamsala and Shimla  Departmentschemes. “|ig
, | recorded a low of 14.6°C,  The major loss has been
| I5.4°C, 18°C and 16.6 °C, caused io roads, bridges,
£ 1 respectively. irrigation schemes
¢ 1. TheMetDepartmenthas and other public infra- .
© | predicted rain and thun- structure, besides cul- e
dershowers in low, mid tivable land, 5
R \
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NEPAL

At least

E 1 i

SHIRISHB PRADHAN
KATHMANDH JULY 30

AT 1EAST 33 people, inchudinig 13 women,
were Thursday kifled and over 20 others re-
ported missing after landslides triggered by
torrential rains swept away houses across
Nepal. already devastated due to a massive
temblor in April and the subsequent after-
shocks.

Western Nepal, in particular, is badiy hit
by landslide triggered by the incessant rain
for the past few days.

Twenty-three people were kifled in Kaski
district, 250 km west of Kathmandy, near the
famous tourist spot Pokhara as Sood trig-
gered by incessant rain bugied houses, ac-
cording the government,

Those kifled include 11 women, Twenty
others are missing in a separate inciders of
landstide in Lumle, spokesperson said.
Simiarly. five persons including two women
were kifled in the landstide in Bhadaure vil-
iage of the district.

Five persans were killed due to the land-
stides eisewhere. Twelve peopie have gone
missing in Bhadavare and three missing in
Lumlein the district.

Ten houses were completely swept away
by the landslide,

Eighteen people who sustained injuries
in the incident have been rescued from var-
ious parts of the district.

Pokhars-Baglung Highway has also been
darnaged by the landslide, the officials said,

Nepal Army and Nepal Police personne

33 killed in landslide

Rescue operation underway at Lumle viiiagé in Kaskidistrict on Thursday. Reurers

tave been mobilised to carty out rescue
works in the affected areas,

Nepal Army headquarters in Kathmandu
hasaiso senta helicopter in the incident sites
tohelp in the rescue operations.

I Muna and Mudun villages of Myagdi
district, 350 km west of Kathmandu a child
arid an adultwere kitled and five others wene

. missing in separate incidents of landslide,

police said,

Scores of people die every year from
flooding and landslides during the monsoon
seasonin Nepal,

A powerful temblor on Aprif 25 caused
widesaread destruction and killed nearly
3,000 peaple in the Himalayar: nation. PA
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KATHMANDY, FITLY 30
Atleast 25 persons, including
-13 women, were killed and
several others went missing
today after landshdes {rig-
geved by heavy rains buried
houses across Nepal.
Nineteen persons were
killed in Kaski district, 266
km west of Kathmandu
near the famous tourist spot
Pokhara as flood triggered
by incessant rain buried
houses, according’to the
Home Ministry officials,
Those killed include 11
women. and eighi men,
Tourteen people have gone
missing in a separate inci-
dent of landslide in Lumle,
spokesperson said.
Similarly, five person
including two women were
killed in the landslide in
Bhadaure village of the dis-
trict. Pokhara-Baglung
Highway has also been

Rescue team members
searsh for the landslide
viotims at Lumle village in
Kaska district. ﬁtt}TEﬂs

damaged by the iandshdﬁ‘
the officials said.

Nepal Army and Nepal
Police personnel have been
mobilised in the sites to car-
ry out reseue works, Nepal
Army headquarters in
Kathmandu has also sent &
helicopter n the incident
sites to help in the rescue
operations. — PTT
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DELUGE: Devotees shift to a safer place after their huts got submerged in fHoodwaters df Rivéi‘ 6aﬁgé iﬁ'ailahabad on

Heavy rain claims 25 lives in Gujarat

AHMEDARAD/JAIPUR/
BHUBANESWAR, DHNS:
Heavy rains that have swept
across nerth and Kugeh region
of Gujarat has resuited in loss
of 25 Hives.

In the worst-hit Banaskan-
tha and Kutch districts, over
600 villages have been affected
badly, With rains taking a
breather since Wednesday af-
ternoort, the government inith
ated relief and rescue opera-
tions in the region. It deployed
14 NDRF teams, 180 BSF

jawans, two columas of Army
and three IAF choppers, even
as other six NDRF tearns have
been put on standby. Besides,
24 obite medical teams have
also been deployed to provide
essential health services.

According to the state gov-
ernments, various refief teams
have already rescued over 250
people in the flood-hit arcas
and over 4,00,000 food pack-
ets were distributed in these
waterlogged regions,

Ofthe 202 dams inthe state,

S

19 are already overfiowing and
30 have been puton high alert.
Heavy rainfali in R'sthan
Amid the food-tike situation
i severad parts of southern and
western Rajasthan, fresh warn-
ing has been issued by Mete-
orolegy depariment about
heavy to very heavy rainfall in
next 72 hours, While water has
started receding in Jalore dis-
trict of Rajasthan, troubles conr
tinse unabated invarious areas
of Jedhpur, Kota and Udaipur
division after heavy rains in jast

24 hours. Army has been called
in mest parts of western and
southern Rajasthan while sev-
en helicopters of AF have been

put on ready-mede at Jodhpar |

air base.

Weather forecast

With the depression in the Bay
of Bengal intensifying, heavy
rains lashed Tamil Nadu and
aeighbouring states for the
ehird day running with the
weatherman predieting further
downpout.
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A house is submerged after water levels rose in the Ganga and the Yamuna,
in Allahabad on Wednesday. in West Bengal, over 200 houses were damaged

and scores of people were rendered homeless and nine persons were injlred
as storms lashed the state.
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Ram claims 26 lives
‘in Gujarat, Odisha

HEW DELHE At least 26 people
have lost their lives as the
flood-like situation contin-
wed in various parts of Gup-
arat  and  Odisha on
Wednesday,

in  Gujagat, Army and
NDRF teams were called for
relief operations. Some dis-
tricts of Rajasthan too stared
at a similar crisis.

Army and NDRF teams
and IAF helicopters were
roped in for relief and rescue
operations in the State,
where at least 22 people have
-died in rain-related inci-
dents. Around 300 NDRF
personnel have been de-
ployed in the Stute,

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh spoke to Chief
Minister Anandiben Patel to
enquire ahout the food sit-
uation. Heavy rain in the last
twa days, triggered by a deep
depression over north Guj-
arat and Kutch regions, hus
thrown life out of gear.

Some 2,500 people in Ba-
naskantha in the north have
been evacuated to safer plac-
es. "Ateam of the Army from
the Dhranghdhre base in
Surendranagar  district of
Gujarat and four teams of the
National Disaster Response
Force from Pune were sent
te Banaskanths  district,
which is the worst affected,”
State disaster contro! room
officer, T.B. Patel, said.

Chief Minister Anandi Pa-
tel is touring Mehsana to
take stock of the situation.
Union Minister of State for
Home Haribhai Chaudhary
said the Centre was keeping
a close watch and would pro-
vide ali necessary help to
Gagarat,

An NDRF tegm lends a helping hand in Palanpur,
north Gujarat, that has been inundated in the
wake of heavy rain. — proTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

in Odisha, flood situation
in porthern parts became
grim on Wednesday. Chief
Minister Nuveen Patnaik
asked. officials to evacuate
people to safe places and
send ODRAF personne! to
the affected areas for rescue
operations.
4 die in Rujasthan

in Rajasthan's Jalore dis-
trict, four persons were
killed in rains-related inci-
dents. Flood-like situation
continued for the third day
in parts of Sirchi distzict fol-
lowing the torrential rains,
officiais said. — PTY

Storm in West Bengal

Staff Reporter writes from
Kolkaté:

A severe tornade-like
storm hit the Haringhata
block in West Bengal's Nadia
district argund 3 pm. on

Wednesday, causing exten-
sive damage. “The storm,
which lssted only about a
minute, has caused immense
damage,” District Magistrate
of Nadia Vijuy Bharati told
The Hindu. He said the final
extent of damage was yet to
be known.

The storm, with s diame-
ter of 225 m, moved from
north to south. While Hari-

nghata was the worst-hit, the’

storm also affected the near-
by Gaighta block in the
Nogth 24 Parganas district.
“About 5,000 trees were up-
rooted,” sources said.

North 24 Parganas district
also  witnessed a  severe
storm around 10.30 s on

Wednesday that caused ex-

tensive damage to houses.
“Around 408 houses were
damaged,” District Magist-

rate Manmee! Kaur Nanda |

said.
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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, July 28: A de-
pression, or & low atmospher-
ic pressure area of higher or-
dez, that has remained station-
ary over the North East Bay
of Bengai and its contiguous
coastat areas of Bangladesh ang
West Bengal, has been block-
ingthoisture incirsion to the
NE region since July 26, re.
sulting in the rainless condi-
tion mainly in Assam and Aru-
nachg}all’radesh and catapult-

©ing a jump in the maximum

© (RMC) here, the redeeming.

(day) temperature in many
areas of the region,
However, accordiag to
sources in the Borihar-based
Regional Meteorology Centre

- feature in this gloomy situa-

tion is that there is 50 percent

r

likelihood of rainfal) and thun-
derstorm activities over the
West Assam areas today,

-A similar condition prevails
over Guwshati 100 for the next
24 hours since this afternoon,
while rainfali activities at 4 few
Diaces over Assamare expect-
ed today, tomorrow and day
after tomorrow, sources said.

Urder the influence of the
system mentioned above, the

‘city today recorded a maxi-

muan {emperature of 37 de-
gree Celsius. It recorded the
same day temperature yester-
day under the infiuence of the

same system,
However, till date, the day
temperature of 37.5 degree
{See page 4)






