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Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
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For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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 New De1h1 Dlscharge of
~toxic elements from indus-

“tries and landfills and dif- -
~fused sources of pollution
like fertilisers and pesti-
- cides overthe years hasre-
“sulted in high levels of con-

tamination of ground wa-
ter w1t"h the “Jevel of ni- -
trates : "exceedmg
permrsmble limits4n more

~than 50% districts of India. -

“are contaminated by salini-
ty, arsenic, fluoride, iron, ni-
trate and heavy metals be-
yond perm]ssmle limits of
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards”, said junior minister
for water resources Arjun
Ram Meghwal.
 Drinking of arsenic-rich
- water over a long period re-
~sults in various health ef-
* fects including skin cancer,
* cancers of the bladder, kid-
- ney andlung, and diseasesof
- the blood vessels of the legs

-Apart from nitrate con-— and feet, and possibly also

tamination, the presence of -
fluoride, iron, arsenic and
heavy metals has also tou-
ched worrying levels, mfor—

‘mation provided by the g0v-

ernment to Parliament re-
“veals. AccordmgtoWHO ni-
trate in drinking water can

" Delhi’s 11 districts have re-
ported excess fluoride, -

. eightexcessnitrate, twoex-
* cess arsenic and three ex-
- cessleadinground water.

Though the government
noted that “ground water in
major partsof the. counh'yls
- potable”, it underlined |
! contamination in man
| parts due to presence of one

Some parts of vanous stat'.

diabetes, high blood pres-
sure and reproductive disor-
- ers, accordingto WHO.

. Thechemical quahty of
. groundwater is monitored
~once a year by the Central
Ground Water -
through anetwork of about
;000 observatlon Wells lo

shu Thakkar of the South -
Asia Network on Dams,
Rivers &Peoplesaid, “Inar-
eas where GW is already

several treatment related
“solutions, but the least ex-

: rharvestmg 25 oe

ontaminated, therecanbe

pensive solution is: ramwa—

}IEAVY METAI.S AT WORRYIRG LEVELS

~ Chromi umﬁ 30

heavy meta!s)

» Lead, Cadmium and Chromlum ae - 718

= Cadmr&m} 2 - 9
* Presence of these e!ements in ground No. of Dlstncts
water beyond permissible limits e in India b




Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhegirzifill
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2,395 fi

Current
water level

Previous opening of shutters
1981 (from Oct. 29 and Nov. 13)
1992 (from Oct. 12 to 23)
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE -

~ NEW DEEHI, CHANDiGARH =
JULYSO

- FOR THE third dayinarow, the

- Yamuna's water leve}re ained =

efforts contmued even as th
water level at Old Loha. Bridge

after water released from the
Hathnikund Barrage in Haryana

levelis 204.83 metres. -

six Delhi districts. Rescue an

is ‘expected to touch 206.50.
metres on Tuesday afternoon, ~

reaches the capital. The danger

The Yamuna passes througﬁ

i?éqp]gbéing evacuated from lbw-lying argas.ﬁdveeh I(hazma

Management
- 30villages were put on alert fol-

; rehefoperauonsare nderway

in these districts, with the gov-
ernment setting up tents and
pfovxdmg food to those who
have been rescued fromthe set-
tlements on the floodplains.

charge from the Hathnikund
Barrage was 37,976 cusecs. The
water Jevel had reached 205.30
metres at 7 pm on Saturglay.

; The highest water level

© recorded at the bridge was

'207.49 metres in 1978. It was

* 207.11 metresin2010and 20732

metresin 2013, according to the
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“cusecs was released from

'On Monday morning, dis-

“Dhani Asadpur in the area were
‘shifted to safer places. :

The Haryana government,

“too, has forecast that the situa-

tion will improve in the cormng
days. Officials said that just 37.976

the Hathnikund Barrage in
Yamunanag;ar districtat 11amon
Monday, in comparison to over

six lakh cusecs on Saturday 5

evening.

- Anticipating that the water

may surround some localities,
over three dozen families from

]n Yamunanagar more than
lowingrise in water level.
‘Secretary (revenue and disaster

management) Kesni Anand
Arora told The Indian Express

thatthe highlevel wateris likely

to reach Faridabad and Palwal

districts on Tuesday after cross-

ing Delhi. :
Haryana Revenue Mlmster
Captain Abhimanyu said that

* they were even keeping an eye

onthe pattern of clouds to avoid

any nsksandmake prepamtxons-
b madvance .

Haryana Additional Chief

-EXPRESS NEWSSERV!CE

EWDELHIJULY30

FORA ity that received deficient
rtainfall in seven out of 11 years
in July, between 2007 and 2017,
this year has been among the

‘betterones. ;
‘Delhi hasreceived 2862 mm
- of rain this month and light rain
. ds expected on Tuesday too. The
- rainisaround 10 per cent above

normal. Lastyear, Delhireceived
only 170.8 mm of rain in July.
- According to data provided

by the India Meteorological .
‘Department (IMD), since the |

start of the monsoon in the
country,Delhi hasreceived 302.6

mm rain — 11 per cent above the

normal of 272.2 mm. i

" The heavy rain in the
Yamuna river basin areas has
alsobeen the primary reason be-

-hind the river ﬂowmg over the

danger mark in Haryana and
Delhi. While the Upper Yamuna

‘basin received 337 mm of rain,

;Ram 1()% above normal
in ]uly, more than last yr

which is normal for this time of

‘the year, the middle Yamuna

basin received 315 mm rain,

- which s 34 per cent more than

normal.
InApril thisyear, the Yamuna

'had dried to a trickle, which ex-

perts say was the first time in at

 least two decades. Delhi fought

along courtbattle with Haryana,
which was battling a water cri-

‘sis of its own, to get more water
through the river's channel. The
IMD had forecast higher than

normal monsoon this year m
North West India: "

Delhi, on Monday morning,
received 25 mm of rainfall. The
maximum temperature was
recorded at 34.5 degrees Celsius,

- normal for this time of the year.

. The'minimum was 23 de-
grees Celsius, 4 degrees below.
normal. The minimum temper-
ature over the past weel: has con-
tinued toremain signiﬁcantly be-
low normal, while the maximum
temperature has remained be-

- low3s degrees Celsius.
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" KULDEEP CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 30
The Ashwani Khud turned
into a “river of plastic” for the
second time on July 26, when
the region was lashed by

! heavy rain, making the life of
residents miserable.

A team of locals, led by
Abhay Sharma, an environ-
mental activist of Neri village,
on Monday captured the
images of the Ashwani Khud.
The banks of the river were
littered with plastic, discard-
ed items of vehicles, house-
hold and hotel garbage, said
Abhay Sharma, who on Mon-
day shared the video clips
and images of plastic he had
captured with The Tribune.

Villagers said they saw a
huge amount of plastic flow-
ing into the river on last
Thursday again like they
had seen on July 2 when a
video clip of the river was
made by Abhay Sharma,
who lives near Neri on the
periphery of Solan.

/The villagers said the trash
and garbage flowed in to the
Ashwani Khud as and when

IMAGES CAPTURED

EVillagers saw a huge amount

| of plastic flowing into the river

on July 26 and images were

| captured by Abhay Sharma,
who lives near Neri on the

| periphery of Solan

= Earlier, a video clip of ‘river of plas-
( tic’, made by Abhay on July 2, had
gone viral on the social media.

. The MCis collecting
arbage daily and dispose
it of in the Bharyal plant.
We are cleaning nullahs of
polythene regularly which is
now banned, but still many
use it. We will

enquire how plastic is
flowing into the khud.

Kusum Sadret, mavog, sHiMLA

it rained in the upper region
of Shimla, Kandaghat, Sad-
hupul, Junga, Koti Barandi.
The SMC had stopped lift-
ing water from the Ashwani
Khud in 2015 after the jaun-
dice outbreak in the city.
However, the Irrigation and
Public Health Department
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lifts about 4 MLD of water
daily from the Ashwani Khud
near Neri to supply it to
Solan. “We test water sam-
ples of the khud twice in a
month and lift water only
when the samples are passed
by the National Institute of
Virology, Pune,” said Execu-

tive Engineer, IPH, Solan,
Sumit Sood.

Pulled up by the NGT, the
state regulator appointed a
seven-member team of envi-
ronment engineers to inves-
tigate the “river of plastic”
episode and found Kanlog,
Darni Ka Bagicha (both dis-

carded dump yards), four
‘nullahs of Combermere,
housing board, Shanan,
Maliana, Brockhurst nullahs
as the possible sources of pol-
lution in the Ashwani Khud.

The inquiry report had,
indicted both civic bodies
and slapped notices, seek-
ing their reply on pollution
in the khud, but the state
regulator is yet to get the
reply, sources said.

The team had found that
the plastic and garbage col-
lection and disposal in
Shimla and Solan was not
satisfactory and directed the
bodies to monitor vehicles
carrying garbage through the
CCTV. The state regulator
had submitted a report to the
NGT on Monday last and the
matter was pending in the
green court, the sources said.
Unfazed by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT), the
state pollution regulator is
yet to bring Shimla and
Solan civic bodies to task
on the issue of plastic pol-
lution in the Ashwani
Khud, the source of water
for the twin cities.
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