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NEW DELHE The southwest mon-
soon has been abie to beat back
a powerful B] Nine, a dreaded
weather patiern, and fi

quickly adapted with the right

crops, helping Indisaggeape 2 4

majer drought this year, accord-
ing to Met department’s initial
analysis and farm ministry data,

Yet, the June-September
monsoeon, about to enter iis
jast leg, has beeny 12% deficient,
precisely the extent of shortfail
predicted by the Met depart-
ment. That's quite an underper-
formance, which means farm
outpat and growth are iikely
to he average.

Viewed on a rainfall map,
the monseon appears guite
unevenly spread. Rainfali

“Drought is largely a man-
agement issue. Since the fore-
cast was accurate, it helped the
government devise the right
strategy. Although the ground
situation will show distress in
some areas, by and large, farm-
ers’ choice of crops was right,”
Rathore, an agriculiural meteor-
ologist by training, said.

The monsoocn itself had miti-
gating features, which meant #
fended off what is developing
into one of the most potent El
Ninos ever. Az El Nino, or 1it-

was normal in 51% area of
the country, surpius inanother
13%, while in the remaining
3% area, # was defictent.

“Two things have emerged.

A 16% surpius rainfall in June
and the skrategy adopted helped
farmers select the right crops.

Otherwise, a 12% overall short-
faii would have been a real prob-
Iem. Yet, tosay there are no areas
with stress would be untrie,”
Met department chief Laxmean
Singh Rathore told HT

The monsoon is vital for
Asia’s third-largest economy,

28 two-thirds of the popuiation
depend on farm income and
nearly 60% of agricuitural land
have no source of irrigation. A
good monsoon drives up rural
ineornes and demand for goods,
while keaping inflation Jow.
e Met had forecast the
n fohe 88% of the aver-
age of 89cm (35 inches). This
denotes a “Geficient” monseon,
one level lower than the milder
“helow normal” category. The
monsoon is considered normal
if it is within 94-108%.

The monsoon started on a
weak note in June but a surge
meant the month ended with a
16% surpius. This helped tide
over 4 significant 17% shortfall
in July. August was worse with
a24% shortfali, So what helped
avert a largescale crisis?

CONTINUED ONPAGE 8

tle bey in Spanish, is a weather
glitch marked by higher sea tery
peratures, Its effects can ripple
around the world, from fooding
in the US to droughts in India. -
An oceanic weather system
known to protect the monsoon,
¢alted the Madden-Julian
oscifiation, barreled across the
mdian Qcean in.line, dumping
surplus rainfall that month.
Secondly, & metric called the
Indian Ocean Dipole or 10D has
remained ‘positive’, 10D is the
difference in the surface tem-

India escaped major dmught:é)gg y

perature hetween two spots in
the Indian Ocean. If the 10D
stays “positive or neutral”, the
monsooi: fights Ei Nino better
The positive 08 also helped
rain-bearing storms take off
intermittently from the Bay of
Bengal. Sowing data from the
farm misisiry show farmers
have cultivated about 92% of
the normal ares so far Although
helow averags, size of this year's
summer crop is similar to last
year's, The country’s rice crop
covers 34,5 million hectares,

et

while the nor s 288 mik
Hon hectares, Pulses have heen
sown on 18,5 million hectares,
compared to a normal of 16.8
mitlion hectares. The area under
oilseeds is 17.4 million hectares
sgainst a normal of 18.2 mil-
lion heciares. Four states that
account for over one-third of
India’s foedgralin and five crops
that make up more than aquar-
ter of the total oufput of grains
and oilseeds remain viinerable,
aceording to Crist Research. But
it eould have been a lot worse.




Why Manip

i’hOP LE living downstream of
Mupithel dars in Thoubal district of
Manipur coubdn't contain their ansiety,
They had heard of reports of leakages. On
23 pulby, the resiclents of six villiges oo the
porder of Bishnupur and Thoubat districts
reacked the office of the mega dam
authoritics. "We west to get an opinion
from the engiseers 50 that we could
prepare for any eventuality,” says
Tentenbam, 2 resident of Tumunkhong
village and spokesperson for the Thoubal
Din Bownstreas Affected People. YWk
were told that if we saw muddy warer we
should evacuate immediately, but if clesr
water Bowed in the Thoubal Aver, we
should stay.*

By the next evening, about 10,000 people
from these villages started moviag to higher
ground. By 3 Aupost, they had setup
terporary shelters at TC Pokpt, Meitet
Nongdam and other areas in the foothills,
Some put up in trucks and tractors along 2
e, “Leakage was visibic and soon we saw
mudkdy water coming out of the dam,” says
Teatenbam.

Thewsaoiam Shyamkemar, member of the
{egislative assembly from Asdro, where the
dam is being baile, says that when he went
o cheek the situation officials wld him that
the dam was leaking. The state irrigation
et flood control department, howoewer,
wiyy the dan i safe. 1ts executive eagineer,
tronn Mohicko, said they were releasing 20
cubte metres of water — the volume of 2
medimesize Sintex tank — per second and
“fixing some of the lcakages reported™. On
T August, the water level was 876 metres,
neatly bwo metees above the spillways,

As the rain intweasified in the frst week of
Augnst, people on cither side of the dam
faced floods. Areas upstream had been
submerging sinee March because of the
dim, and areas downstream due o rainfall
and reluse of water. The suthorities said
this could be the worst food I 300 years.
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The state’s worst inundation in recent history
raises doubts over the role of dams, writes

anupam chakravartty

B

| ed

catchement area of rivers in the hilly areas s
degraeded. This enhusces surfice rencf,
worsening Hoods,

“Our government did 1ot carry gut any
study on the carrying capacity of the rivers
or on the menagement of the river before
planaing these dams.” Singh says. "Now our
people are paying for this.”

people are completely cutoff 7
because roads, 100, are under
water. The dam is kkely to
subfnerge 3,000 hectares on
completion.

People tn the region have
opposed the Mapithel dam,
also known as the Thoubal
Muldpurpose Hydroelectric
Fower Projed, since its
inception I the 1980s. In
Brcember last year, dhe
National Green Tribual stayed
its construction after the
disphaced people challenged
the clearance given to it for
removing 600 hectares of fush
green forest,  The petitioners
stated that the dam authorities
did not conduct a public
hearing hefore secking forest
clezrance. The trigation and
flood controd department has
admitted this and the
tribunal's final order &
awaited.

Painfal in mumn

2,008~

Less, but intense
Rainfall in Manipur is decreasing

1,728.7

1589.1

858,4

""" Fhe Manipur river sub-
basin - par of the
Chindwin river system -
comprises tree iributarics,
the Imphal, Il and Thoubat
civers, which drain g 24,000
s km area and feed water

i into Lokik Lake near
Moirang Sutapa Scagupta,
professor at the Department
of Geography, 8t Mary's
College tn Shillong, writes
in a book, River and
Riverine fslands in North
East India. that these rivers
bring a Iot of silt. Thoubal,
Bishaupur and Imphal fall

in the plain drained by these
AN rivers, In case of extreme
. 300 rainfall, flooding occurs
: , ¢t quickly, causing extensive
0 20M a2 2013 014 damage.

Source: Indiz Meteorological Department
*Hainfall between June and August 2515

According to Ram
Wangkheirakpam, convenor
of Indigenous Perspectives,
a non-profit organisation

The current flood has made
peophe more suspiious of Mapithel's
mpacts. They say severe Hoods are a recent
phenomenon,

Although people in the reglon have seee
heavy showers this mossoon, India
Meteorologicat Department (MDD} data
shows that the rainfalt has been average.
Berween 23-27 July, when most of the
rainfall occurred, Thoubal and fraphal Bast
received rain that was 10 per cent fess than
sormal, while Imphal West received 46 per

cent more. i fact, the IMIY's own study
shows that annuet rainfalt m Manipur bas
been decreasing since 2010,

The pattern of rainfall has, however,
changed. A recent siudy by the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengalury, detected 2
declise o its “slow rhythms™ and a rise in
exireme events. The study separated the
slow pulses in the monsoon, which last 20
to 60 days, from the faster ones. It found
the txensity of siow pulses bad decreased

About 63,006 hecrares were
tnundated and S80,000
people displaced by 3 August,
acvording 10 ap estimate by
the state revenug
department. Most of the
paddy crop has been
destroyed. The worst affected
are fow-fying Thoubal,
Bishoupur and Imphal
districes, which lie in the
Hood phin drained by small
rivers that flow into Myanmar,
The Rood's intensity was so
severe that three big bridges
were destroved.

Lipstreym, the dam has
submerped E260 beotares,
moiuding faems, schools and [
houses, and displaced 20,000
prople, as per official
psBrEes. Nearky 120060

+ {lams

Inundation zone
Foods are oecusing in R
the region whers dams a3
are being built

= Highly flnoding area

over the past 60 years across
the country, including the
North-east. This decrease has
been concirrent with an
merease i short, highe
intensity rainfall events, says
Nirupam Karmakar, the
s author of the study published
| iy Environmental Research
Fetters in June this year.
Fioods i the state have
increased since 2005, savs RK
Ranjan Singh, an
enviconmentalist in Implal,
Aceprding 1 the disaster
profile of Manipur, prepared
by the National Institute of
Drsaster Management, floods
are occerrng due to hoavy
rainfdl in the upper
catchment arcas i the bills. it
oshows thar 39 per cent of the

working with the affected
people downstream of Mapithel, water
released from the dams under construction
is also contributing to the flooding.
However, no study exists © confirm his
ohservation.
The Manipur government has set up several
hydet and wrigation projects in the region
that is now witnessing Boods, The state has
five operational projects and three under
construction. Curiously, despite dams and
barrages, the plasned irrigation potential
has decreased over the years. By the
irigation and food control department’s
own admission, this 8 largely due o
inundation or flooding. In the eveny of
extreme rainfall, these dams are not able to
store water and end up Booding the same
areas they are supposed o irrigate, says
Wangkheirakpam, Manipur is the only sune
in India to have esacted the Model Flood
flain Zoning Bl of 1975 that requires
wlentifving arews tha get flooded and
deciding land use sccordingly. But the state
i§ vt to carry out 3 study on floods,
Legistator Shvamkumar has writien to the
Union government, asking it to send # team
of experts to study Mapithel and other
dams in the region. *1 am not against dams
but eur people should know their impacts,
chse Hoods will keep destroying our state,”
he says.

csefdown to earth featire sepvice



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE %
Guwahati, 30 August e ‘

Though there has been an
improvementin the overall
flood situationin Assam in
the last few days, afreshflood
alert has been sounded today
for Bhemaii and Barpeta dis-
tricts. According fo the state
disaster management aui-
hority, the low floed situa-
tion alert was issued for
thenext 36 hours inrevenue
circlesnamely Jonai (under
Dhemaji of upper Assam),
Barpeta, Barnagar Kalb
gachia, Baghbor and Saru-
peta {under Barpeta dis-
trict of western Assam).
The current waveof flood
in Assam has affected over

Freshflood

A family moves o a safer place in Assam. - AFp

eight {akh people living in
800 villages under 11 dis-
triets. Besides Barpetaand
Dhemaii, the worst affected
districts of Assam include
Tinsukia, Jorhat, Kokra-
thar, Bongaigaon and
Dhubri. Thousands of fam-
ilies are still faking shelter
inmakeshift camps in school
buildings and community
halls,

As the mighty Brahma-
putra river with its ribu-
taries are stili flowingabove
the danger level, hundreds
of Assam villages have been
inundated. Reports from
neighbouring Arunachat
Pradesh also bring in
gloomy picture for the habi-
tants. Incessant rain has
caused flash floods in
Pasighat, Sille, Ruksin, Mebo

alertin Assamdistricts

localities of the state.

Recently the DoNER min-
ister My Jitendra Singh
undertock an aerial survey
of the flood-hit areas of
lower Assam and also vis-
Hed some relief camps. He
committed to provide ade-
guate assistance towards
relief &rehabilitation work
for the flood-affected fami-
lies.

“The Centreis absolute-
v incognizance of the devel
apments over here and is
pretty much eoncerned, The
Prime Minister and I'nion
home minister are taking
personal interest in the res-
cue and relief work inflood-
hitareasof Assam,” added
Mr Singh.
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Rescue operations in progress after incessant rain caused floods in Dibrugarh, Assam,
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Children crossing a flovded area af Bansmukh village near Narayanpuy on boat, on Thursdey. — U8 Phatos

The erosion-hit Ranganadi riverbank af Borbeel aveu in Lakhimpur district, on Wednesday. - UB Photos
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Floods hit BSF in
Dhubri sector

R’ DUTTA CHOUDHURY

FUWAHATE Aug 27: Dev-
astating floods and severe ero-

-sion has seriously affected

management of the Assam-
Bangladesh horder areas in
IYhubri district as persoanel of
the Border Security Force
{BSF) had to abandon a

: number of border outposts

{BOPs), while 2 number of
important border roads were
ercded, which hampered pa-
trolling by the border guard-
ng men.

Tatking to The Assam Trib-
une, highly placed sources in
the BSF admitted that at a

number of places, the BSF
men were forced to stay in
boats as the BOPy are sub-
merged. “Though our men
are earrying cut patroliing
along the international border
by boats, it is a fact that land
patrolling has been affected.
Moreover, the men on the
ground have to spend a con-
siderable amount of time and
energy o save themselves,”
sources added.

Atlesst 16 BOPs of the BSF
in Dhubri areaand around 10
Marnkachar area are stbmerged
and the border guarding per-

sonnel had to shift ether to

boats or to other high ground,

The river Brahrmaputrais flow-
ing above the danger level for
the past few days, which aggra-
vated the problem of the BSF
men, Though the flood water
submerged the border roads at
several places, fortunately, the
new fencing has not submerged.
BSF sources revealed that
more than floods, erosion has
been creating havoc i the are-
asnear the internatiorsal horder.
The BOP of the BSFinthe stra-
tegically-important Masalabari
char was completely darmaged
by erosion in 2011 and a new
BOP was constructed nearer to
the imternational border.
{See page 4)

Floods hit BSF ...

{Contd from page 1) .

But that too was submerged this vear, The border road was
eroded at several places, which would affect patroliing in the
days to come and there is urgent need for repairing those
immediately for better border management.

A portion of the main road connecting Hatsingimari and
Sisumara BoP of the BSF in Mankachar was eroded last
year, which affected movement of BSF troops to the inter-
national border areas, This year, the problem aggravated as .
water of the Brahmapuira gushed through the breached
portion of the road fo inundate a2 number of villages, affect-
ing at least 5,000 people, while several BoPs of the BSF
were also submerged,
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June 19 floods: Civic panel

blind to desilting evidence:

after the heavy dowmpour of
June 18 and 19 The BMC's

Shaikh said, “They can easily

@timesgroup,com WHO'S TO BLAME?  TIMES VIEW: it'sthe
BMC's pre-Juné 19 desilting inability, or the unwillingness,
o done ol of ST | the 2t s b e ffcnt rearacy
s, sty ¥ I8 19, the ) o !
caused 51(5 June8fioods, isan | the highest rainfali for that gzg%t:gz:;:j;;c:f&y:d !Eave
Was. w decade
eyeMemm of the party re tn June in & in-the-sands approachto their
fy © '] tod the civi » Tralns on botl Central and inability to cope with anything
gﬁz’?{y‘s irsitial mquﬂgw;:;}i Western lines halted for hours  pare thannormal rainfall, But
into the floods. They said that o Almost all low-lying areas citizens, foo, must shareapart
. the BMC offictals had turned a fiooded, including Kuria, of theblame forthe June 19
. blindeyetorepeated reminders Chembur, Tilak Nagar, Andheri,  fooding; the sheer volume of
to expose confractors' false pare| and Lower Parel. Several  piastic waste thatwe throw
claims, by not taking into sc- other areas were inundated toe  Intoour drains andrivers
countobviousevidencesuchas | Tnquiry committee to pin matches official callousness,
tienpoﬁ?smmﬂ?o% m res ity for floods was daily to transport siliout of the
imvolved in fransporting siitout setup Oft June 23 ity and durmp it In neighbour
of the city The Opposition par- » it submitted its inftial ing districts. Shaikl} supgested
! tyhassentacopy of this initiad report on June 30 and then that the civic authority conduct
probereportio TOL asicad for an dxtension of 2 trial i from the spots where
Mummbai had  witnessed its Augiist 17 deadline for the silt was removed and where
massive floods in the 24 hours | the final report it was finaily dumped to know

how Iong each truck takes w0
cover the distance, how many

claimsof beingrain ready went identify that the contractors  are nexded, and also collect
down the drain, as notjustlow-  made faise desilting claims by nunpbers of the vehicles' i
jvingareas, several other Jocali: examining the evidence. But  volvedin the aciual fransporta:
fies also fiooded. BMC commis-  they have not taken sty serious  tiontearriveat thetruth,
sioner Ajoy Mehia had an  noteof it We have been frack: "mstead of probing these
nounced afivemember teamto  ing the progress of the inquiry  details, inguiryofficers aresim-
conduet & probe inio the ficods  Thev are avoiding submitting ply examining the fake docu
andpinresponsibility Thecom: the report and just kitling time mnemsand suggesting to theciv-
mittes submitied the initial re- by askingfor extensionafterex.  ic chief ways of avoiding such
port #o him on June 30 and was tension.” manipulation in future. Our
tpdeliverthefinal reporton Aw Hesaid the inguirycommit  conoern is that the commnitiee

i ogustld, Instead, it asked for an e indicated in its inferim: ve-  should irace the culprits re-

! extensionof thedeadline. port that more than 3000 trucks sponaible for the June 19 floods

Congress MIA  Asiam would be have been required first,” suid Shalkh.





