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~ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram,
30 October

. Aseveredrought islooming
large over Kerala as the
| state has receiveddeficient
rainfall during the south-
| west monsoon.

There has been a sharp
decrease of rainfall to the
tune of 34 per cent during
the south-west monsoon,
according tofiguresreleased
by the Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department here. -

From June 1 this yearto
September 30, Kerala

against thenormalrainfail
of 2,039.7 mm, a deficiency
of 34 per cent. .

There has been no rain
in October and if this situ-

IMD, Thiruvananthapuram
Director S Sudevan, said.
“If the North East Mon-
soon fails then there will be
problems in different sectors-

|mThere hasbeena

‘| cent during the south-

received 1,352.3 mm rains

ation continues, there will
| be drought-like situation,

Severe drought looms over Kerala

|sharp decrease of rain-
fall to the tune of 34 per

west monsoon. There
|has been no rain in
October

- Agriculture, Power-etc”, he
said. - |
Chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, has also said that
the state was heading for a
“severe” drought as Kerala
had received deficient rains
in the south-west monsoon.
- Though the north-east
monsoon was yet to set in,
the state had not received pre-
monsoon showers, he said.
~ “A huge danger is lurk-
ing in the state in the form
of drought as the south west
monsoon was deficient”,
Vijayan had said at a func-
tion yesterday.
“If this situation con-

tinues, the state isheading
for a severe drought. We
need to take precautions,”

4" hehadsaid. = -

. .Totackle thesituation, the

. government was also keen

{0 encourage rain water
harvesting, he said.

There has been an aver-
age reduction of 22 per cent
water in the state's dams
when compared to the water
storage in September last
year. The state was also
gearing up totake measures
to tackle scarcity of drink-
ing water which is likely to
be faced by the state due to
deficient monsoon, accord-
ing to water resources min-
ister Mathew P Thomas.

The government also has
plans to rejuvenate at least
10,000 private temple ponds
of the total 40,000 in the
state. The chief minister
had convened a high level
meeting on October 13 to
work out plans to meet the
impending drought situa-

~ tion.
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Increase in inflow

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SALEM: Even as the entire
farming community and the
official machinery were wor-

ried over the paltry inflow of

water into Mettur Dam for
the past one week, the fresh

release of water from Krish-

paraja Sagar dam 1N
K arnataka, since Monday, has
revived the hopes of both.
Though the quantum of fresh
release - about 2,000 cusecs
according to the Public
Works Department (PWD)

sources here —1s not expected

to help completion of the on-
going Samba crop season in
the 12 delta districts in the
State to a big extent, the farm-
ers are pinning their hopes on

- 484 cusecs,

—y ¥

I'C

the onset of monsoon to bring
total relief to them. .

The realisation of water in
River Cauvery in Mettur Dam
has been precariously low in
the past one week. In particu-
lar, the inflow dipped to be-
low 500 cusecs since October
51. The inflow remained at
310 cusecs, 322
cusecs, 148 cusecs and 125

cusecs in the last five days.

‘The inflow into the dam was

148 cusecs on Wednesday.

The water released from
Krishnaraja Sagar dam 1S €X-
pected to reach Mettur Dam
in a
sources said. The water level
-1 Mettur Dam stood at 51.31
feet on Wednesday, against its
full level of 120 feet.

N
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day or two, the PWD
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‘Water released from Krishnaraja Sagar dam is expected to
‘reach Metturina day or two. |
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Kyant
make way for monsoon

Met office says Chennai is likely to record up to 4 cm of rain tomorrow

K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAI: After a delay of
nearly 10 days, the northeast
monsoon may finally hit
Tamil Nadu around October
30.

Cyclone Kyant, which
formed around Tuesday, 1S
set to become a deep depres-
sion and further weaken 1nto
a low pressure area by Friday
morning.

The same weather system
that was said to be det-

rimental for the arrival of the

northeast monsoon will
bring northeasterly winds
and contribute to the onset
of the monsoon.

Myanmar gave the current.

cyclone its name as part of
the system developed to
identify tropical cyclones
that can be active for more
than a week.

As the weather system
over west-central Bay of
Bengal will move west-
southwestwards and become
a low pressure area near
south Andhra Pradesh,
coastal parts of Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry will start re-
ceiving light rains on Friday.

Hirc_s7z1 Times { Delhi )

parts of the State are likely to-

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearid { Bengluru )
ne Times of India { Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }
The Telegragh ( Kolkata )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

[E=Zadl>" ae )

-

i&(}

o Atencl o 28f 2008

ely to lose sting,

T
L e
et b

T

o
i

I
o,

.............
PEI

LR :_‘_

A L L L, i M e el o L s g e

e, A LT

ik E i
PR e

, | 1
able conditions over the Bay
of Bengal will bring in the
much awaited monsoon over
the State,” he added. -

So far, Tamil Nadu has re-
ceived 67 less rainfall in Oc-
tober: 5 cm against the aver-
age of 15.1 cm. The State 1S
hoping the northeast mon-
soon would bridge the gap.

Director, Area Cyclone
Warning Centre, Chennail.
“There will be a gradual
increase in rainfall over the
State from weekend. We may
have monsoon arriving one
day ahead or on October 31.
The weakening of the
weather system into a low
pressure area and the favour-

A wet Deepavali is on the
cards over the State as rains
are likely to increase. While
northern parts of the State,
including Chennai, will ex-
perience moderate rains up
to 4 cm on Saturday, other

see scattered rainfall, ac-
cording to S. Balachandran,
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Action plan for flood
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management,”

D23

covering 3,000 waterbodies, released

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: With the monsoon
round the corner, a group of
concerned citizens and or-
ganisations on Thursday re-
leased a document covering
key aspects of flood man-
agement, reiterating the
need for mapping 3,600 wa-
terbodies in Chennai and its
suburbs. |
Releasing a draft of the
document, MIDS Professor
S. Janakarajan stressed the
need for studying the urban
and peri-urban water dy-
namics, interconnected hy-
drological conditions in
Chennai, Kancheepuram
and Tiruvallur districts.

A study was conducted.

with support from various
organisations, covering
various aspects of flooding
in the metropolitan area.
Pointing to the 80 per
cent  urbanisation = in
Tiruvallur and Kanchee-
puram districts, the study
concluded there was 2
pressing need for Pprotect-

ing waterbodies and catch-
ment areas from encroach-

- ments. The government

agenciles are yet to draw a
comprehensive hydro-geo-
graphic and elevation map-
ping, covering upstream
districts.

Speakers at the event

highlighted short-term and

long-term action plans for
restoring waterbodies and

PREPARING FOR THE
~ MONSOON

IS CHENNAI READY?

the legal mechanisms for

_protecting and maintaining

them. They requested the

~government to form civil

soclety groups or commit-

tees as empowered watch- -
dogs to protect waterbod-

ies. The purpose of the
document was to bring to
the attention of key policy

- makers the major issues and

concerns arising out of the
2015 floods and to put for-
ward a much-needed action

plan to be carried out in the

long-term, Dr. Janakarajan
said.

The recommendations of
the study include the gov-
ernment undertaking a
comprehensive survey of all
waterbodies in and around
the city; collecting informa-
tion on the conditions of

‘tanks and control struc-

tures, level of encroach- .
ments, level of desiltation,
conditions and supply of

surplus channels.

Also, mapping the ecolo-
gical hotspots in tHe region
and making them available
to the public; mapping the
population density and
economic activity in the re-
gion; declaring Tiruvallur
and Kancheepuram dis-
tricts as ecologically sensit-
tive and demarcating it as
one mega watershed; pro-
tecting it from encroach-

ments; linking Pulicat and
. Muttukkadu through Buck-
‘ingham Canal and making it

a waterway without sewage
mixing with it.
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Monsoon countdown: M

Channels are
still a picture of
neglect,local
people complain

K. MANIKANDAN

CHENNAL: “It is the same old
story here,” a section of
vexed residents of
Manapakkam said, as they
narrate the problems localit-
ies in the western suburbs of
the Porur-Poonamallee belt
face every year.

Be it Manapakkam,
Mugalivakkam, Kolapakkam,
Moulivakkam, or
'~ Ramapuram, residents in all
these places have givenup on
the State government that

“has fallen short of imple-

menting effective flood pre-
vention measures.

Dreading the monsoon

Professionals, pensioners
and the new settlers alike liv-
ing in this belt — that wit-
nessed frenetic real estate
development in the  past
decade due to launch of spe-
cial economic zones with
software companies — dread
the day when the monsoon 1s
expected to set in, which is a
few days from now.

“We were miserable In
2005 and the following year.
There has been no improve-
ment over the last decade
with 2015 seeing the worst of
it,” says R. Natarajan, a senior
citizen of Manapakkam.

He was unable to enter his
ground floor residence for
three days and spent over a
week clearing the slush: and
filth that had invaded his

“home from the overflowing
Mugalivakkam channel.

- “I was among the lucky
ones, as there were some
people who could not step
out of their homes for over a
week,” he said.

Residents here are of the-
view that the creation of the -
Chennai Bypass and the con-

L - - - —

ATTENTION NEEDED: The poorly maintained Manapakkam
needs immediate restoration; an aerial view of Manapa

struction of massive high-
rise residential and ofhice
complexes blocked the nat-
ural flow of rainwater into
the Adyar river.

A group of residents ¢
ried out an independen
audit of the 14-kilometre

Manapakkam Canal that

drains surplus water from
Porur Lake into the Adyar
river and the Mugalivakkam
channel — a two-and-a-half-
kilometre drain that joins the

river at Manapakkam.
According  to the
residents, encroachments,

accumulation of silt and
growth of vegetation arres-
ted the flow of water, result-

ing in inundation. “We ex-

pected the government to
carry out desilting on a war-
footing, but we were left dis-
appointed. With just a hand-
ful of workers and earth-
movers, it was impossible to

get help,” residents said.
The Manapakkam Chan-

nel has shrunk from 40 feetat
its deepest point to less than

six feet at many spots owing
to encroachment of its
bunds, residents alleged.
With time ticking away to-
wards the onset of the north
east monsoon, the govern-
ment wasted precious time
and have not restored the
channels, residents lament.

’

T 2gse /1€

channel that choked last year and led to the inundation of nea rby areas
kkam during the 2015 floods. — PHOTOS: K. MANIKANDAN AND S.R. RAGHUNATHAN
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CHENNAL Some of the blunders .
that led to flooding in oY e
Manapakkam and the neigh- |- *
bouring areas last year have
heen rectified, claim officials
of the Water Resources
Department. S
Work had been on for
about a month now 10 im-
prove the 15-km stretch of
the Adyar river between

Tiruneermalai and Jaf-

1AS and IPS officers’ colony,
may not be affected this year,

official. |
Moreover, shutters have

a5 efforts have been taken to
been provided 1 SOme

| raise the river bund by two
metre for adistance of nearly  places to prevent riverwater
from entering the colonies. "

600 metres, they said. 1
Besides degloying equip- These works were being car-

vegetation

river, efforts were on 10 _ -

strengthen the bund and However, efforts to im-,
the 12-km stretch be-

- widen it up to 60-70 metre in prove
' affarkhanpet and the

some portions like in Ana- tween Jaff
kaputhur. Adyar estuary had slowed
‘down over the past few

A retéinihg wall made of
qt il = months. Th agh the eviction

| 1 drive had: begun and some
One of the main improvement works . were

ficials said. _ _
reasons for flooding of co- carried out, work had come
lonies near Manapakkam~ ‘to a standstill for ‘want of
was the bridge that was Y funds. = :




