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Contradiction in Ganga, Brahmaputra plan

M Basanta Deka

4. he Mimistry of Water Re-
sources, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuve-

§ nation outlined the|poli-
¢y of the government of India re-
garding revitalizing the river Gan-
ga through an affidavit in the Su-

preme Court of India in May 2016

in the Civil Appeal Number 6736 of

2013. The core part was: ‘...Unfet-

tered/Uninterrupted flow of river

in all the river basins, i.e. Alaknan-
da, Bhagirathi and Mandakini is,
therefore, crucial to the conserva-
tion of the Ganga. If the origin of

Ganga is compromised, then the re-

juvenation of the river will be 1m-

possible. Along with conservation
of water flow, the protection of the
catchment area, the forest cover
and the protettion of overall biodi-
versity is much needed because of
the ecosystem services of the Gan-
ga-Himalayan basin is extremely
significant and have direct andjindi-
rect impact on the overall food and
water security and climatic condi-
tion of the entire Nation.

The policy has been framed with

a broad and positive outlook. The

river should flow unfettered/uninter-

rupted to ensure protection of the
catchment area, biodiversity in to-
tality and overall climatic condition.

To ensure free flow of the main riv-

o, the three basins should also be

aliowed to flow unhindered. The

99.h1

layan basin affect a major part of the
country, The Ministry has made the
allimportant futuristic point that un-
fettered water flow all along the riv-
er Ganga is essential for even food
and water security of the entire belt
through which Ganga flows.

The ministry expressed its con-
cern further saying: ‘Reductioninriv-
er flow and break in its longitudinal

the riverbasins of these three main
streams, i.e. Alaknanda, Bhagirathi
and Mandakini. If water in these
three rivers does not flow unfet-
tered, uninterrupted and in full nat-

ural volume, it will indeed impact

flow, quality and quantity of water
in the river Ganga downstream.’
Without a free flow of full volume
at any point, quality and quantity of
the river Ganga will suffer. The prin-
ciple of the ministry to protect and

connectivity caused by
storage/diversion struc-
tures have resulted in de-
cline in biodiversity, fish-"
eries, ground water levels,
soil fertility and waste as-
similation capacity of the -
river,’ The environmental-
ists have reasons to rejoice
as the Ministry of Water
Resources has conveyed
its willingness to avoid
storage, diversion, etc. to
preserve fishenies, soil fer-
tility and waste assimilat-
ing capacity of the river.
Such measures are abso-
lutely necessary torejuve-
nate the niver Ganga,

The main thrust of the
Ministry in the affidavit
is worth repetition. The
policy of unfettered/uninterrupted
flow should apply to the entire length
of the river Ganga. The tflow should
be free above Dev Prayag as well
as below Dev Prayvag: “Thercetore,

Without a free flow of full volume at any
_point, quality and quantity of the river
Ganga will suffer. The principle of the
-Ministry to protect and rejuvenate
Ganga is scientifically laudable.
However, the Ministry of Power of the
same government of India has taken a
diametrically opposite view in respect
of the Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric
_Project in Arunachal. A huge storage
dam is under construction at Lower
Subansiri with its base in a seismic
zone. The dam project avoided
extensive study of its impact in the -
downstream areas of Assam.

rejuvenate Ganga is scientifically
laudable. However, the Ministry of
Power of the same government of
India has taken a diametncally oppo-

site view 1 respect of the Lower

study of its impact in the downstream
areas of Assam. The authority vio-
lated rules of consulting the people
about the various rzports on geolo-
gy and ecology of the region.

The National Green Tribunal,
Kolkata has instructed recently the
Ministry of Envirsninent and For-
est to re-evaluate all the aspects of
the project by a new expert group.
The flow of the Brahmaputra has
been fettered and interrupted, wa-
ter stored, huge dams
are constructed, and
some are proposed to be
constructed, at different
points of flow, at points
flow 1s diverted, biodi-
versity is_facing a beat-
ing, soil has been de-
graded, longitudinal con-
nectivity is broken, and
even dolphins are shown

fying procedures, all
these activities are pur-
sued without consent of
the affected people. A
natural disaster is capa-
ble of breaching the
dam, and lives lost in the
downstream will be in
millions.

A letter was e-mailed
to the Prime Minister Narendra
Moxdi highlighting the opposite views
of the Ministry of Water Resources
and the Ministry of Power. The let-
ter requested PMOPGH 2017

to be non-existent. De-.

icy to the effect that: Every river of
the country will flow unfettered and
uninterrupted at any point of its
course to preserve biodiversity, ec-
osystem, livelihood and cultural and
religious heritage of the people all
along the course. All the measures
to generate power and to moderate
flood will be based on this nationat
policy. Such a policy is needed to
ensure life and property as the first
priority.

After a few days an e-mail in-
formed me that my communication
to the Prime Minister was for-
warded to the Central Water Com-
mission. It was immediately clear
how the bureaucrats were handling
the much hyped communication
network of the Prime Minister. My
letter was addressed to the prime
minister. The CWC had no juris-
diction to formulate a policy appli-
cable to all the rivers of the coun-
try. The Ministry of Water Re-
source has enunciated a principle
in the Supreme Court of India to
keep Ganga free of storage/diver-
sion, etc., and the Ministry of Pow-
er is advocating storage/diversion,
etc. to throttle the Brahmaputra.

The contradiction can only be
resolved by the prime minister. It
is time for the present regime to
rectify the harm caused to the flow
of the Brahmaputra by the Congress

government. The expectation was
that the Modi government would
expand the policy enunctated in the
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