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New Delhi: Backed by better
monsoon rains than in the
sameperiod Jastyear thekha
pif (SUmMmMer ¢rop) sowing op-
eration has picked up subr
stantially over the last three
woeks. The sown area had
touched 563 lakh hectares as
of last week, which is nearly
#2% more than what was re-
portedat thisiimelsstyear
The fast pace of sowing
raised hopes that the total
sown area could touch the lev.
el reached in 2013, when a
good monsoon had seen 6%
morerainfall than normal.
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sown area up

SOWING PICKS UP

Total sown area under kharif (summer) crops

June 26, 2015 SN 36562
ne 26,2614 7 13418

suly 3, 2015 MR 306.06
Juiy 3, 2814 194.2%

July 10, 2014

Julyi?, 2614 .

July 16,2015 Mm
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Figures in lakh heclares

The total area under kha
rif crops was 966,25 lakh hec
tares last year, a significant
drop from the 998 lakh hec-
tares achieved in 2013 The

poor sowing was mainly due
to a weak monsoon, with
rains ending 12% below nor
mal, which eventually result-
o 111 5.25% less grain produc.

Kharif crop reaps "the benefit of

200d monsoon,

62%

tiom during 201415 as
compared 10201514,

The sowing frend so far
points to & befter Kharif crop
this year, although the ouiput
would also depend on how
raing perform in the rest of
the season tii Septembern

fesidesthegood raing, the
well dispersed kharif sowing
canalso beatiributed tocontin
gency measures taken o Insu:
tate the crop from the vagaries
of monsoon. These measures |
include soed subsidy and conr
stant sharing of scientific i
putsbased onramountab wellas
spatial distribntionof rainfall
For the full report, log oni o
e timesofindie.com
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Farmer suicides actually u
if old methodology is use

DeeplimanTiwary -
®timesgroup.com
New Delhi: The povernment
could have patted itself on
the back after National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB)data, relessed on Fri
day, showed that farmer sui
cides had dropped by 50% in
2034 compared to 2013 How-
ever, a study of the data
showsthatfarmer snicides —
if counted on the basis of vie
tims' profession as was the
case eariier - have actuaily
increased in 2034,

Thiseould be particularly
embarrassing for both the
Centre and state govern
ments as since 2009, farmer
suicides have consistently
decreased. From over $7.000
ir: 2009, the figure dropped to
over 11,000 in 2613, In 2814,
however, this figure — using
the same methodology -~
would stand at over 12,660,

So how did NCRB reach a
figure of 5,650 farmer siicid-
es It 2814, registering a de
ciineof over 50%? Thereisno
fudging though. Earlier, the
definitionof afarmerincind
ed land owner, those tifiing
lard on lease and agricultu:
ral Jabour. This year, the gov-
ernment chose to take farm
labour out of the ambit of
farmer suicide, This took
6,714 iabourers who commit.
ted suiclde iast year sutof the
farmer suicide count,

To be fai, this is the first
time that the government got
specificdatacollected onfarm.
er suicides. Farlier, saicides
were recorded undey various
‘profession’ heads and this in
cloded farming This exercise
never collected any data on
reasons for such suicide In
2034, such data was sought
from states and compiled toas-
sess whether sprarian crisis
fedtofarmersuicides—which
has often: been used as a divect
refiection of farm disivess.

According fo the Iatest da

ta actual farmer_ suicides due’

THE DEFINITION OF FARMER /” *7

RR did

In debt trap, two
K'taka farmers
consume poison

wofarmers from North

Karnataka kilied
themselves on Sunday after
theywere caught in a debtirap,
One was from Kalghatagi
{Dharwad) and the other from
Chinnamutgund (Haveri).

Both Ningappa Gudihal, 22,
of Tavargerivillagein
Kalghatagiand Ramappa
Lamani, 55, of Chinnamutagund
tanda, Haveri consumed poison
onSaturday and diedin
hospital on Sunday. mw

a5 one who owns land or tis  on lease) GEIRELLSS

Farm Labour

FARMER SUICIDE

Fazmser

17368

T village goes on vanavas for rains
Hyderabad: Anentire vitlage of 6,000 people in Telangana's
Nalgonda locked up their homes before sunrise on Sunday and
left for a nearhy forest to observe aday-long ‘Vanavasam.”
Suffering three successive drought years and facing yet

- another dry spell, the men and women along with their children,

spenttheday like ancestral jungle tribesmen and performed
rituals to appease the rain gods. A befuddled police had to
deploy a patrol partyinthe village for sectrity and protection of
property as every inhiabitant had left for the forest, A police
officer told Y0¥ “All the houses were locked, Some people took
even thelr domestic animais with them. Fearing thefts, we senta
teamto guard the houses.” The viflagers cooked focd inthe
forest, spent the day dancing and performing rituais hefore
retumnling to their homesinthe evening. They thentook up the
daily morning chores like sprinkiing water outside the main
door and drawing rangoli - to state, symbolically, that their
mornings had turned into nights thanks to the prolonged
drought, Syed Akbar

crop failtre and indebted
ness) stood at merely 2,281,
Thiswoild beloss than 20% of
the toial suleides committed
by farmers and lsbourers and
iess than 50% of total farmer
suicides last year:

1t must be noted here that
skates have often been accused
of not coltecting data properiy

mentions crop loss or debt in |
his suicide note as the reason

'The new data, however has
many positives as Eshows that

for suicide, theadministration
does not record itas suicide re-
lated fo farmdistress, Bwasin
this context that Maharashira
CM Devendra Fadnavis re
cently announced that all
farmer suicides woudd be con-
sidered a8 due to farm distress

those tilling land on lease are
less likely o commit suicide
compared o the actual land
owner {f 5850 farmers who
commitied suicide I 2014,
4,949 were land owners. Only
161 weretilling land on lease.
Forthe fullveport, logon



4°Crise in global temp to hit daytime%utings in North

NEW DELHY, TOLY 19

if the wiirld warms up by 4°C,
there isa 30 per cent probabil-
ity that temperatures will be
s0 high that even a moderate
ouldoor work cannot be car-
ried out during the hotiest
month in North India, a study
ontherisks of climate change
has said.

There will also be a 49 per
cent chance that individu-
als in North India will not
be able to participate in
competitive cutdoor activi-

- ties during summers, if the
global femperature goes up
by average 1°C.

An international proup of
ciimate scieniists, energy
analysts and experts from

The prediction

% In case of 4°C rise in mercury i
level, there will be a 30 percent |
probabitity that temperatures
wilt e s0 high that even a mod-
erate outdoor work cannot be
carried out during the hotiest

months in North india

W there will aiso be a 40 percent
chance that individuals in North
india witl not be able to participate
in competitive outdoor activities
during surmmers, if global tempera-

ture goes up by average 1°C

;

finance and military recent-
ly released an independent
assessment of the risks of
climate change commis-
sioned by the United King-

dom’'s Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office.

“The most important deci-
sion any government has to
make about climate change

is one of priority—how
much effort {o expend on
countering if, relative io the
effort that must be spent on
other issues.

The report was the result
of a collaboration between
Harvard University Center
for the Environment,
Tsinghua University, China,
CEEW and Cambridge Uni-
versity Centre for the Study
of Existential Risk.

The study also said that
on a high emission pathway,
flooding in the Ganga basin
couid be six times more fre-
quent, becoming a one-in-
five-year evenit over the
gourse of the century.

It aiso said that with i

metre of giobal sea level
rise, the probability of what
is now a 00-vear flood
gvent hecomes about 1,066
times more lkely in
Koikata. The assessment
vonsiders three key areas -
the future pathway of glob-
al emissiens, the direct
risks arising from the cli-
mate's response to those
emissions, and the risks
arising from the inferaction
of cimate change with com-
piex human systems.

The report suggesis that
the largest risks of climate
change may be those that
are magnified by the inter-
actions of people, markets

and governments. ~- PTI
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FINDING AN EXTINCT RIVER

P
As Rajasthan pushes Saraswati
plan, water marks all along course

SWETADUTTA
TANCT, GHATIYALL RANAL
(JAISALMER). JULY G

ASTHE unrelenting sun bakes
the yellow desert in Ranas vil-
lage of Jaisalrer, roughly 60 kim
frorn the Indo-Pakistan border a
groupofboyssits intheshadeof
& reyd hut, playing cards. They
are no strangers to the harsh
surnmer heat, but unlike those
fromn a sirnilar barren terrain in
neighbouring Barmer, Ranau has
never known water scarcity.

Girls and wormen from the
86-0dd houses in the village
have tojustgodownasand dune
toa tubewell that cozes ‘meethd
poani throughout the year.

The boys, around 15, recall
how some scientists came o the
village about 15 years ago and
dugwells, changing fife for their
rnothers."Twasn't born then but
! have heard some scientists
found the extinct river Saraswati
here. The elders say the river
continues to flow underneath
this village,” says Mahendra
Singh, a (lass IX siudent.

The Rajasthan government is
set to implement 'Project
Saraswati, which proposes sub-
surface drilingin the districts of
Jaisalmer, Barmer,

Crverng L, YIS

Atubewell near Tanot with ‘meetha paand’, Rohit Juin Poras

Han Ganganagar and
Bikaner, to find the extinct river.
The pian, that will cost Rs 69
crore, Bas beensent tothe Centre
for funding along witha detailed
project report. The government
at Centre has also shown inter-
estin tracing the mythical river.
Eversince satellite images of
western Raiasthan threw up
what was suspected to be the
buried channel of the Saraswati,
the state’s Public Health and
Education Depantment, hasbeen
digging up tubewelis on the
course, such as in Ranau, Each
time, it has hit jackpot.
Ghantiyali and Tanotvilkages,
eachapproximately 20 km apart

from Ranau, on a straight line
headed towards the horder, too
have tubewells that never run
dry. Anoop Singh is the ‘purnp
walg' at a tubewel! between
Ghantivali and Tanot. He saysthe
tubewell was installed in 2001,
“Iremnemnber, They dug over 100
feetand found water gushingup
to the surface. This water is not
saline likethey findinmostother
parts of Jaisalraer. It i directly
frorn the river Saraswati that
once ran on the surface but is
now buried.” he says.
Explaining the governrment
plans, Vimnal Somi, 4 senior hy-
drologist in the state’s Ground
Water Department {Research,

. Checr'- i

Design and Development), said,

“Agpart from the sub-surface core
drilling, we have also proposed
ground-penetrating radar sur-
vey todetermine the course of
the 543-kro-long river and to
plotits pseudo image from start
toend.”

Astdyinitiated inthe 1990s
had concluded that Saraswati
originated from Bandarpunch, or
Har-ki-dun, a glacier in the
Garhwal Himalayas, and finally
discharged into the Gulf of
Kharnbat on the Gujarat coast.
Today, the Saraswati is repre-
sented by the Ghaggarriverthat
flows on its palaeochannel in
Haryana, according to ISRO.

Carbondating of the water of
arourd 14 wells dug near it had
determined it to be 8000-
14,060 vears ofd.

A recent ISRO study noted
that the water quality “is quite
good for most of the drilled
wells, as compared to tube wells
fdug welis away from thechan-
nel”, and that vegefation re-
mained good here even during
extreme summmers. ” Despite be-
ing intensively used for 35-40
years there is no indication of
any decline in the discharge of
tube wells or of the lowering of
water table. The welis in the
vicinity do not dry up through-
out the year”




Rain hits life in Agartala cg,&;(ﬂ@

Syed Sajiad Ali

AGARTALA: Many areas on the
outskirts of Agartala are ma-
rooned following incessant
rains on Sunday. A man was
washed away in a flooded
stream at Kamalpur of Dhalai
district.

Heavy downpour for the
pagt three days filled major
rivers and canals, and water
in the river Howrah in Agar-
tata is flowing above the dan-
ger mark. The flood water
submerged a number of local-
jties and displaced several
hundred people.

A senior official of the West
Tripura distriet administra-
tion said 500 peapiu were
provided shelter in school
buildings. Rescue teams with
hoats and equipment have

been pressed inte operation.

The situation at S¢i Lanka
Basti, a major shem area, is
grim and almost all the resi-
dents there have heen evac-
‘uated, Areas such as Hrishi
Colony, Katasheula, Joypur
and Kashipur are
waterlogged.
© Sub-divisional magistrate
Manik Lal Das is supervising
rescue and relief work. Disas-
ter management feams were
under alert,

Continuous rain affected
normal life and business a¢-
tivities across Tripura.

A youth was washed away
in a stream at Satrai in Ka-
malpur en Sunday. Rescuers
are trying to locate Amlan
Sharma, 20, who with friends
went for an excursion.

A car being pushed through a flooded street after
heavy rain in Agartala on Sunday. - proTo P




- THE- UP FOR WATER MANAGEMENT

el offers to help clean Ganga -,

Tel AV}V’ S te(,hmques have been emulated by many nations

Smyritl Kak Ramachandran
NEW DELHE lsrael, one of in-
dia's biggest defence part-
ners, wants to offer its
expertise in water manage-
ment and help the govern-
ment with its ambitious
Ganga cleaning project,
Israel's water manage-
ment, desalination and recy-
cling techniques, which
helped it overcome a water
crisis following years of
drought, have been emulated
by several countries, Tsrael
has also set a template for
reusing wastewater for frri-
gation. It treats 80 per cent of
its  domestic wastewater,
which is recycled for agricul-
tural use, and nearly 50 per
cent of the total water uscd
for agriculture.
Experts to visit India
Armed with these water
management fechniques, Is-
raeli officials have met their
counterparts in the Union
Ministry  for Water
sources, River Developmesnt
and Ganga Rejuvenation,
headed by 1'ma Bharti, to of-

Re--

. R:\ o

The Centre has embarked on an ambitious project to clean the Ganga.- srovo: arp

fer help in water conservation
and the Ganga cleaning pro-
gramme.

A& delegation of experts
from Israel will be in Indiain
Angust {0 assess the areas of
Ganga cleaning that the coun-
try can eoniribute to.

Considering the losses
made by water utilities across
the country and high voiume
of non-revenue water, lsrael

has also offered to strearsline
the water 1management and
distribution services, “The
advantage we have is that we
have awide range of solutions
for problems; there are spe-
cific probierss in different
States and our experts have
solutions. We are pushing for
moge  government-to-gov-
ernment agreements,” the
spokesperson of the Israeli

Embassy, Ohad Horsandi,
says. _

israel's Ambassador te In-
dia Daniel Carmon recently
called on Union Urban Devel-
opment and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister M. Venkatah
Naidu 3o offer his countsy’s
assistance in Water manage-
ment to meet the challenge of
water scarcity inthe burgeon-
ing urban areas, Water man-

:

agement through® reuse,
reeyeling and  distribution
management willbe acompo-
nent in the Smart Cities and
the Atal Mission for Rejuve-
nation and Urban Transfor-
mation "Amrat’ programmes
flagged off by Prime Minister
NaresndraModiinJuse.

The Ambassador has ex-
tended an invitation to Mr.
Naidu to attend a conference
on water-related issuesin Tel
AvivinOctober,

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Horsandi said: “Israel's work
in water desalination has
been widely accepted and
used. We are keen to help in-
dia meets its water needs for
drinking -~ as well as
agriculture.”

India and Israel have al-
ready signed agreements for
agricuifure partnership an
28 centres of excellence have
been set up in Haryana, Mah-
arashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Bihar, Karnataka, Tamii Na-
du, Uttar Pradeshand Punjab,
These centres offer training
toagriculturists on how to in-
erease their produce and on
effective meansofirrigation.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direclorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

Fhkdekkk

725({A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66.

Dated Q(} NV o
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website,
Q x (Va V/C?/f >

Assistant Director (publicity)

Encl As stated above.

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and ali concerned,
uploaded at www.cwe. nic.in

N
Covering L., Yi5





