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F.No.A-500 I 3/47 12021 -E -lY Section-MOWR
Government of lndia
Ministry of Jal Shakti
D/O WR, RD & GR

Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg,

New Delhi, Dated: 8th Fcbruary, 2021

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:- Settlement of disputes other than taxation between Govemment
Ministries / Departments inter se and between Govemment Ministries/Departments
and other Ministries / Departments/Organisation(s) - Admininistrative Mechanisam
for Resolution of Disputes ( AMRD).

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of a sell explanatory D.O.
letter No.33261913383671L512019 dated 01.02.2021 received from Depanmcnt of Legal
Affairs, Ministry of Law & Justice regarding the above subject.

2. It is requested that the details ofsuch disputes which fall within the ambit and scope of
the mechanism for being resolved through AMRD, may be fumished to this Department at the

earliest.

Encl.: As above

1. Heads of all Organisations under DoWR. RD & GR.

2. All DivisiorVBranch Heads and Sections of DoWR, RD & GR.

Signature $tVprified
Digitally signed b/ SHALINI
JUNEJA J
Dale, 2021.024 14:30:57 lsT

(Shalini Juneja)
Under Secretary to the Government of lndia

Tel.No.0l l-23711946

To:-
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Anoop Kumar Mendiratta

sfuq
It& Crr qr{ i?r.'rlr

ql{fl im{,ft
SECBETARY

OEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIFS
MINISTFY OF LAW & JUSIICE

GOVERNMENT OF INOIA

,Y

No.33261 9/33836745/201 I

Dear 3;

Dated : o1!r February, 2021

As you are already aware, the Department of Legal Affairs has issued O.M.
dated 31.03.2020, circulating tho guidetines lor Administrative Mechanism lor
Resolution ol Disputes (AMRD) (copy enclosed). Th€ Mechanism applies to dispute(s)
othsr lhan those related lo taxation, betwe€n Cenlral Government
Miniskiesi Departrnenls intq sa and between Central Government
Ministries/Deparlments and other MinistrievDepartmentyorganisation(s)/ subordinate/
Attached Otf iceyAutonomous and Statutory Bodies, etc., under their administrative
supervision/codrol.

2. The Organisation(s)lsubordinate/Attached Olf ices/Autonomous and Statutory
Bodies, elc., under the administrative supervision/control of the Ministries/Deparlments
need to be sensitizod to invoke the AMBD mechanism to resolve the disputes other
than taxation 10 reduce lhe burden of cases on couns as well as to make an efiorl to
amicably settle the cases.

3. I shall be grateful, if the MinistrieVDepartments lonryard the details of such
disputes which ,all within the,aqbi!-q!q g9op9 _91 lhe -mechansB {or being resotved
through AMHtlAndin]liale heCeisary aiiton toiinGt<ing rhe same.

--Wih warm r€gards,

Yours sincerely.

^ta4;tt' -?/'/'?
(Anoop Kumar t endiratta)

To

All S€cretaries to Govt. ot lndia

Copy to :

'1. Cabinel Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Dethi
2. Ld. Attorney General lor lndia
3. Ld. Solicitor General ot lndia
4. Law Otficsrs/Assfl. Solicitors General, Ministry of Law & Justice, Govt. of lndia
5' PS to Hon'ble ML&J' 

--^*--'/
(Anoop Kumar Mendiratta)

T{t itd

,rgrl tr;a. {n{l rrs-.t. <r trd.t q$rE i}€. ld ft<;tfl-rto oor
4th Floor. Shastn Enswan lr R.p. Road, New Dethr-.fi0 001

Tel : .91-11-23384205. 23387908. Far,91-i 1-23384403. E-mait : secytaw-dta@nrc.rrr
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Government of lndia
Itinistrl' ol'Larr & Justice

oT. FI('E }IL\IOR,,\NDU}I

\ u bj ect: Settlement of disputcs other than taxation bet*'ecn
Government Ministries / Departrnen ls inter .se and between
(lovernment lllinistries / Departnlents and other N'linistries i
Departments / Organisation(s) - Administrative Mechanism
for Resolution of Disputes (AMRD).

hstnrctions have been issued to Minisries / Departnrents of the

( iovcrnrncnts of lndia. in the past to avoid inter-departmental litigations in any

Courl of lau'. ineluding by all CPSEs . Boards / Authorities. etc., under their
.\clnrin istrative control and to resolve the same amicably or through

Arbitration.

I In order to provide tbr an instit utionalizcd tnecllanisln for resolution ot'

sLrclr disputes. Secretarv. Dcpartmcnt of Legal Affairs has vide DO lencr No.

.1il6l9il3ti367lLSl2Olg dt. 28'h Fcbruary, 2020 (copy enclosed) advised all

Sccrctarics to the Govemnlcnt of India ihat the existing Administrative

\.lcchanisrn fcrr Resolution of Cotnmercial Disputes(AMRCD)' currently

:rpplicablc tq comtuercial disputes betu ccn CPSEs irtrr .se and also between

('lrslls and (ior.crlprcnt Dcpartttrcnts i Organisations, shall stand extcnded tbr

rcsolution of disputes other than taxation, between Ministries / Departments

intct' .\c and bettveen Ministries ;' Departments and other Govemtrent

\,linistrics 'Departrnents / Strbordinatc 
" 

Attached offices / Autonomous and

Statutorv Borlies un<isr thuir adrnin istr.ltivc superv isioni control. Dctails ol thc

rtc!\ nrechalisur, nal:ely. Adminlslrativc Mcchanism for Resolution of

Drsputcs (AMRD), are hcreby outlined lor guidance.

3 Applicabillt-v

AlvlRD shall apply to any,all dispute(s). other than those relatcd to

taxation. between Cerrtral Govcrttnrcnt Ministries / Departments it?'e'"se alltl

l.ct\\.ccn Cr,.nrral Government Ministries i Dcpanmcnts and other tv{inistrics
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Departmcnt of Legal Atfairs

Shastri Bhawan,
Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-l 10001.

Dated the 3l't March. 2020



OesgsZlftffi#tlile{5lioprganisation(s) , Subordinate i Attaclred Olflces Autonolrx)us

and Statutory Bodies. etc.. undcr thcir administrative supcrlision i control.

"t. Structure

(i) Disputes, othcr than taxation, shall be rel'erred at the First level (tier1. ro
a Comntittec' cornprising ol' Scclctaries o1- the Adrninistlatrvc Ministrrcs
l)eparrnrcnts to u,lrich the disputing Parrres belong and Sccrclary. D'o l"eglrl
All-airs:

(ii) The Joint Secretaries (JSs) r Financial Advisors (FAs) (tur conrnrcrciirl
disputes) of the two concerned Adrninistrative Ministlics Depa1111cn15 p13t,

represeut the issues, related to the dispute in question, betbrc. the Comnrittee.

(iiil ln case the tu,o disputing parties belong to the saure !linistry
Depal'tment. the above comnrinee nrav comprise of thc Secretary ot' thc
adnrinistrativc Ministry' Departmcnt corrccurccl ancl Sccrcrar.r,. D/o Legal
Al'fairs. Secretary, Depanmenl ol'Public Enterprises rrra1. be rrrl,itc<j in casc
the dispute pertains to a CPSE.

(iv) -[he resolution of such disputes shall be by unaninrous tlecision ol'thc
C'ommitte.e.

(r ) [n case the dispute rernains unrcs.l'ed aficr considcration by rhc
comrnirtcc, it will be refen'ed ar thc second levcl (ticr), to thc cabincr
Secretary. whose decision will be final and binding on all cr:,ccrrccl.

5. Procedure

(i) At rhe First level (tier). the clainring parry (clairlranr) nray bc
represented, betbrc the Cornmittcc, by thc JS i IrA ol'thc adrninistr.arire
Ministry i Departrnent. The Sccretary ol'aclnrinistrati'c Mirristrv i Dcparrrncnt
ol claiming party will inform in writing the cierairs of thc crisp,te. ro rhc
Secretary of adnrinistrative Ministry i nepartment or' resgroncling prrrry
(Respondent) and secretary, D/o Legal Arfairs and req,est for convening ir
mecting. Thereafter nreetings nray be held ro exarnine rhe lacts ancl resolve rhc
dispute on merit. l'he JSs ' FAs of the croncemed adrnirristrative Minisrrres
Departments will represent lhe issucs. relatcd to the disputc in rlue stion. bclbr.c
the abovc Comrnittee. After the committce arrives at a dccision, it shall b.,
signed by the members of the Committee. A copy of the dccision wilr bc
communicated by the Secretary of the administrative Mir.ristry / Department or.
thc'claiming pany lo mernbers ol'the cornrnittcc a'd rc) eaclr parly to rhc
clispute lor implemcntation,
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6839521 2021 lE-lV Section(ii) The Committee of Secretaries at the First level (tier) shall finalise its

decision within 3 months after having received the reference/noticc in writrng

regarding thc dispute ltom the conccntcd aggricvcd parly.

6. Appeal

Any party aggrieved with thc dccision of the Committee at the First level

(tier) rnay prefer an appcal bctbrc thc Cabinct Secretary at thc Second level

(ricr) rvithin l5 days liom thc datc of lcccipt ol dccision of the Committce at

the First levcl- rvhose decision will bc tinal and binding on all concerned.

i. All adrninistrativc Ministries / Departments are requested to bring these

guirielincs ro thc notice of all Authorities I Boards I Srrbordinate / Attached

Otfices , Ar(onomous and Statutory Bodies. etc.. under their administrative

supcwision/c ontro I for strict compliancc.

l(. Tltis issues with the approval ot'the Compctcnt Authority'

.\

(DR. Rajiv Mani)
Joint Secretary & Legal Adviser

Tel. 23384836

Encl. : Copy of the Do letter No. 332619/338367/LS/2019 dated

iaioztzozo'issued by sh. Anoop Kumar Mendiratta, Secretary,

Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law & Justice'

To,

SecretaryofallMinistricsiDcpartrnentsoftheGovcrnmcntoflndia.

Copl lbrrvardcd for kind information to:

lr) The Prime Minister's Office. South Block' New Delhi'

(ri) 'l'he Cabins't Secrctariat. Rashtrapati Blrawan' New Delhi'

(rii)PStotheHon'bleMirristerofLarv&Justice'ShastriBhawan'NewDelhi'

{rv ) Secretary D/o Legal Affairs, Shasri Bhawan' New Delhi'

tv) Addl. Secretary(Judiciat), D/o Legal Affairs' Shastri Bhawan' New Delhi

(DR. Rajiv Mani)
Joint Secretary & Legal Adviser

'rel 23384836

Page 3 ot 4

-.-.'-



6A395212021 lE-lV Section

.1Tq Em( }dh:ilr
Anoop''umar Mendiratta

Nc 33261 9/338367/LS/2019

i^5..,rE rct^-*

#drE
Fqfu str{ ;qrq qrrmr

"TITd TRttrTT
SECREIARY

DEPARTMENT OF LECAL AFFAIRS
MINISTFY OF I.AW & JUSTICE

GOVERNMENT OF INOIA

Ddted : 28rn February,2C2o

Yours sinc€rely,

Dear Secretary,

ln a meettng of Committeo of Secretanes (CoS) chaired by Cabrner Secrerarycn 23.01.202A the issues.. retatrng to 'insrriciion'' to at, Govera;ne.rrr lnistries/Departments for rne.sffectiye iripr"r""t.iiori"oi"ttro existing ,AdmLnrstrarive
Mechanism for Resotution or cpses disprteJ'il#iDj and exrelsrc. of rtsapp;icab,tity to att rne Governmont Oepan-eJ:sit,,ia,Jir,".'"""o, c pSe . fo, resorurio,r ofdrsputes, ether than raxarion 

_ 
dispJres *;; ;;;;;.;" The cos lntor.atiarecommended that the existing. Rtltico mecnan,;;';;" appticabie ro drsputesother than those related to taxation, and extended io aff fuf inoiriarlOepa rtments.

2 ]t has b€en the constant efforts of this Oepanment to reduce Goverrmer:ttit€ati.n rn courts so rhat vatuabte corn i r" ; ;;";;';$1;,ng orher pe.rdils casesIt has also been endeavour or.re Governmenii; .;; il;i;,"prrles oelwoen variousMinrstrres/Depanments/cpS 
E s/Bo.rcvnrinoi,i.r r^L.."tl."ron,,,n,.,ru,rve controi oI:he vancus [/ rntstries/Deoart"lents oo 

"o, 
go ,o :uu Corn. 

'ln"rar, 
drrect,on, cresen( y

iY199 : functroning thiough rhe De3arrmenr of puotrc Enrerpnses wn,oh oeals w,rnhe o spute resolution of CpSEsrrrt excludes it, .ppf icr-f,i,t,'io the disputes retar/ng toRarlways, lncome Tax, Customs and Excrse tj.p"na,jni. Srmi,arly. rn.house:::l?!fr.is worr(hg in some other Depirtme-rii;';iil Governmenr. Suchmechanisrn inc/ud€s Arbirration and other nrt'!un.t" dlp-rr" Resctutions Mechanism.ln spite of these inatructions Departrnsnts/cpsgr it,rr i!"ort'fo court orocsedrngs forsellement of disputes eirher wrtt the Corer*"nr'p"p;;;;,r; 
", 

wth cit er pSUs

3 Tc give effect to the decision taken at the CoS meeting as pe, mrnLres datec2,7 C1.202C, a r the Mrn,stnesrOloan.enis ,r" ;"*;,4 ,: resorve rho /nter_sedisputes of various Minisrri€sioeparrmenrsrcesiJ- 
"-u# in"n ,n0." relared tc

!1i6tl9l: lhl.ough exisring AMRCD. mecr.anisrr,l i,i" ru,,ii"ltr,"rro"partments are arsoIequested that when anv such dispute is ,"r",r"J io, ,esJLtion ttrrougn euRcDmechanism, a copy ot the same snal arso o" enooiseJio';;'Deparrmenr and furrherupoates shalr bs intimsteo immediarery. L,r,n;striesloepin-m6nts shair accordinglyrssue necessary instrucrions in thrs r.garo, to arr cpssyalariluautrorities under rhei:ad-i'n,nr$ral,ve control. Furrher, the tiiretinei ln th"l";;;;;;rocess ot AMRCD bea'so adrered to and comp red wl:,r.

/'*-"
(Anoop Kurnar Mendrratta)AiLSecretaries to the Governaent of tndia

Copy to :

Snri RaIv Gauba, Cabinet Secrelary, Raghrrapali 3hawan, New Dethr.

*-I F' $":i -D- 'r -t--, 
n3€ n-, _rJ E__+ ..^ ^^.
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