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J&K, Himachalreceive fresh snowfall; cold
wave conditions persistacross Nog_t}llggndia
s ]

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 21 JANUARY

Cold wave conditions per-
sisted in northern India on
Tuesday, with fresh snowfall
in Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu and Kashmirleading
to the closure of several moun-
tainous roads.

Sub-zero temperatures
were recorded at major tourist
destinations like Kufri, Man-
aliand Dalhousie in Himachal
Pradesh, which alsoreceived
light rains.

Over 1,500 vehicles, most-
ly Kashmir-bound trucks, are
stranded in Ramban-Bani-
hal sector due to suspension
of traffic on the Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway after
fresh snowfall and heavy rains
since the early hours.

However in New Delhi,
the mercuryrose duetoacloud
cover on Tuesday, even though
weather experts said wind
direction will change and
cold northwesterly winds will

start blowing in from the hills
on Wednesday, which will
lead to a dip in the tempera-
tures.

The city recorded alow of
9.2 degrees Celsius, which
was two notches more than
normal.

According to the weath-
erman, the minimum tem-
perature is likely to drop to 6
degrees Celsiusin the nexttwo
to three days. A fresh western
disturbance from 28 January
onwards is expected to trig-
ger “fairly widespread” rain-
fall in the entire northwest

India and “good” snowfall in
thehills, the weather experts
said.

At 4.7 degrees Celsius,
Vanasthali was the coldest
recorded place in Rajasthan.

Alwar, Churu and Pilani
recorded minimum temper-
atures of 6, 6.2, 7.9 degrees Cel-
sius respectively, while Dabok
and Sikar registered a low of
8 degrees Celsius.

The weather would remain
the same in the state with a
possibility of partly clouds
during the next 24 hours. In

‘Himachal Pradesh, Keylong

was the coldest recorded place
with a minimum temperature
of minus 10.2 degrees Celsius,
the Shimla MeT Department
said.

Kothi received 20 cm of
snowfall, Khadrala 15 cm,
Sarahan 13 cm, Manali 10
cm, Kufri and Kumarsen 5 cm
each, Bharmour and Kalpa 4
cm each and Theog 3 cm,
the MeT centre’s director
Manmohan Singh said.

Kalpa recorded a low of
minus 7.4 degrees Celsius,
followed by Kufri (minus 3.4
degrees Celsius), Dalhousie
(minus2.3 degrees Celsius) and
Manali (minus 1.6 degrees
Celsius).

About eightinches of fresh
snowfallaccumulated on the
ground on both sides of the
Jawahar Tunnel in Jammu
and Kashmir, leaving theroad
slippery, while rains triggered
intermittent shooting of stones
at various places between
Panthiyaland Ramsuin Ram-
ban district.
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TN wary
for drilling in C

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union environ-
mentministry’s move toexempt
offshoreand onshore oiland gas
exploratory drilling from envi-
ronmental clearances has
sparked concerns about its
impact on the fragile Cauvery
delta zone in Tamil Nadu. The
Cauvery delta districts are
known as the state’srice bowl.

Tamil Nadu chief minister
Edappadi K Palaniswamy wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Monday requesting that
the practice of prior environ-
mental clearances and public
consultations be continued
before the approval of offshore
and onshore oil and gasexplora-
tion, development and produc-
tion projects, especially in the
Cauverydelta.

Theletteris with reference to
aministry of environmentnotifi-
cationdated January 16 exempt-
ing these projects from such
clearancesand points out thatit
wasissued without circulatinga
draft, denying stakeholdersand
state governments an opportu-
nity toshare their views.

“Iwould like to bring to your
kind notice that projectsinvolv-
ingexploration and extraction of
hydrocarbons have faced strong
resistance from farmers and
activists and other stakeholders
in Tamil Nadu...Since most of
these projectsaresituatedin the
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TAMIL NADU HAS ASKED
FOR THE PRACTICE OF
PRIOR CLEARANCES
FOR OFFSHORE AND
ONSHORE OIL DRILLING
TOBE CONTINUED,
ESPECIALLY, IN THE

e o

Cauvery deltadistricts, whichis
ecologically a fragile zone buta
very fertileregion andrice bowl
of the state, the opposition to
these projects has been emotive
andintense. Therefore, itis very
essential to take the people and
all stakeholders along while
implementing these projects.
The present notification goes
against this spirit.”

The January 16 notification
said the environment ministry
hasreceived referencesrequest-
ing for exemption from the
requirement of prior environ-
mental clearances under the
provisions of the Environment
Impact Assessment notification
2006 for exploration drilling in
respect of onshore and offshore
exploratory drilling.

Environment secretary C K
Mishrasaid seismicsurveysare
also being exempted from man-
datory forest clearances tofacili-
tate exploration. “Thisis drilling
for exploration, notfor the devel-
opment of wells. A small holeis

drilled to see if there are
reserves. Onlyin15t020% cases,
exploration actually leads to
reserves. Why do you need a
completeenvironmental impact
assessment for that? When you
actually find oil it should be
done. This will fast-track oiland
gasexplorationby atleastayear.
The petroleum ministry has
been requesting this for some
time now. It is not a polluting
activity,” said Mishra. Headded
that “state governments give
licensestocompanies. Stategov-
ernments still have primacy.”
Centre for Policy Research
researcher Kanchi Kohli said
substantial exemptions from
regulatory oversight and public
hearings are best introduced
only after deliberations with
state governments, affected com-

munities and all otherinterested *

parties. “Without that these
come across as undemocratic,
arbitrary and biased. Any such
decision should also be accompa-
nied by full disclosure of the
nature of comments received
and how they have considered
prior to the decision being
taken.” “There is potential for
accidents even during explora-
tion. When chemicals are
released during an accident, a
huge area of water is impacted.
The environmental impact
assessment helps assess such
risks,”said Diyya Karnad,
marine biologist, assistant pro-
fessor at Ashoka University.
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Kerala explores rubber check dams

V SAJEEV KUMAR
Koeni, january 2

The durability of mud-bunds con-
structed across canals for water
regulation is a source of worry for
farmers as they breach frequently.
The Indian Institute of Water Man-
agement, Bhuhaneswar, has now
come up with the idea of replacing
traditional mud bunds with rub-
ber bunds.

Experts at Kerala Agriculture
University have said that rubber
check dams are inflatable and
built across streams for water con-
servation, flood control and regu-
lating the flow of water.

During flood and high tide, it
can prevent salt water intrusion
into the fresh water system. Itisan
eco-friendly technology which has
already been implemented suc-
cessfully in Uttarakhand, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Gu-

| jarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,

4 ks

Work in progress for the construction of rubber check dams in Kole lands

in Thrissur district of Kerala

Jharkhand and Odisha. Kerala Ag-
riculture Minister VS Sunil Kumar
told BusinessLine that scientists
from KAU along with State Agricul-
ture and Minor Irrigation depart-
ments have assessed the possibil-
ity of introducing the technology
in Kole lands of Thrissur, which is
one of the largest, highly product-
ive and threatened wetlands cov-

ering an area of 13,640 hectares.
Based on the presentation made

* by IWM experts on rubber check

dam technology, the Directorate
of Research under KAU has taken
the initiative to explore its feasibil-
ity in Kole lands. An expert team
identified Herbert Canal in
Cherpu block in Thrissur as the
site for the pilot project, the Minis-

for water regulation in Kole lands

ter said. “We have also identified
some more spots for the project
and it will be extended later,” the
Minister said, adding that the cost
involved for implementing the pi-
lot project would be around 15
lakh.

Indira Devi, Director (Research),
KAU, said the adoption of the new
technology is part of the larger
project called ‘Operation Kole
Double’, aimed at increasing rice
production in the State through
cultivating the Kole lands in two
seasons, instead of the present
single-crop pattern.

Kole lands are a classic example
of below-sea-level farming. In the
existing system of water regula-
tion, temporary structures made
of soil and locally available materi-
als such as bamboo and wooden
shutters are used, which is expens-
ive and requires skilled manpower
to operate, she said
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No water to Pak after completion of projects: Minister

KATHUA, JANUARY 21
Union Minister for Jan Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on Tuesday said Pakistan
would scream for water, as
after the completion of the Ujj
multi-purpose and Shahpur
Kandi projects in Kathua dis-
trict, India would not allow
even a single drop of water to
flow into Pakistan.
Shekhawat was addressing
a gathering at Barnoti village
today. The minister said for
the past many decades, the
Ujj multi-purpose project over

MR ..

The under-construction Shahpur Kandi barrage in Kathua. FiLe

Ujj river and Shahpur Kandi  been awaiting completion, but

barrage over the Ravi, had

successive governments had

delayed these projects. Prime
Minster Narendra Modi had
himself taken the initiative to
start the halted projects and
these would soon be complet-
ed, Shekhawat said.

In Kathua, Minister of
State Partap Sarangi today
said that before the revoca-
tion of Article 370 and Article
35A, three families in Jam-
mu and Kashmir had whole-
heartedly looted the state.

Addressing a gathering at
the auditorium of Women
Degree College, Kathua,

Sarangi, without taking
names, said the loot by three
families in J&K had stopped.
“The overwhelming loot of
state by three families,
drunk in power, had stopped
now after the abolition of
Article 370 and Article 35A,”
Sarangi said. He added that
J&K was now on the path of
development.

He said the Prime Minister
had plans of making Jammu
and Kashmir a hub of:
tourism and efforts in this:
direction were afoot. — OC
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